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Oops…City only scans the odd pages of the CAFR   

The four stages of Vanguardians “First they ignore you, then they laugh at you, then they fight you, then you win.” 
Mahatma Gandhi describing the stages of establishment resistance to a winning strategy of nonviolent advocacy 

 

When WE, the people, are complacent THEY win! 

 
Our condolences to Mayor John Drayman on the passing of his beloved 95 1/2 year old 
motherZt'l. The December 9 Glendale City Council meeting was adjourned in her memory 
 
The Comprehensive Annual Financial Report  (CAFR) was not totally on-line and available to those 
that wanted to see how well the City did financially from July 1, 2007 through June 30, 2008. The 
CAFR is about 200 pages of detailed financials, outside auditors reports (save one that we have 

requested using the California Public Records Act, a constitutionally protected right) and the Management report. 
The glitch wasn‟t corrected until Monday afternoon after Vanguard and others alerted the City Clerk. Mayor 
Drayman acknowledged the glitch after Barry Allen, Executive Director of Vanguardians spoke to the issue. 
Drayman and CCM Najarian supported an opportunity for the public to speak to the Council about the issues in the 
CAFR. Agenda item 10 for the December 16

th
  meeting. Government Finance Officers Association has some 

excellent articles on the CAFR. 

City‟s court battle loss of $10.6M for the Gladys Street flooding has somehow turned into an asset and reduces 
government expenses on the books. The MSB (Municipal Services Building) earthquake retrofit that will cost 
upwards of $20M includes car washes and purchases of non-capital improvements such as overhead projectors 
according to public records that Vanguardians provided to the City‟s internal auditor. 

During Oral Communications Mike Mohill asked the Council to explain the $88,000,000 deficit that was shown in 
the staff report dated December 2

nd
. A PowerPoint presentation replaced the staff report at the Council meeting. A 

hurried conference amongst CM Starbird, Assistant CM McFall and others gave no official explanation for the $88M 
discrepancy. After the meeting adjourned McFall said privately that the wording on the document could have been 
deceptive. 

2008·09 Adopted Budget  Recommended Changes  2008-09 Revised Budget 

Fund Type   Revenues Appropriations  Revenues Appropriations      Revenues     Appropriations 
General Fund   $ 168,159,372 $ 168,685,691  $      20,000  $       20,000   $168,179,372 $168,705,691 
Special Revenue Funds     103,483,712    103,660,076       (635,301)     (984,039)     102,848,411    102,676,037 
Debt Service Funds       11,692,062      13,799.090                     -                 -       11,692,062      13,799,090 
Capital Improvement Fund   33,525,000      23,286,062          10,000         128,673       33,535,000      23,414,735 
Enterprise Funds     328,077,000    419,879,628                     -                 690,000                  328,077,000   420,569,628 
Internal service Funds          42,461,019      45,977,532                   98,000           10,241                    42,559,019      45,987,773 

Totals                  $ 687,398,165 $ 775,288,079           $ (507,301)   $ (135,125 )               $ 686,890,864 $ 775,152,954 

$88,262,090 is the 
difference which would 
indicate a deficit in the 
budget. 

THIS JUST IN: Banquet hall wins another victory 
Letter: Scott Howard and his buddies need to eat a slice of humble pie. Are these morons that dense that they 
can't see the writing on the wall.........The Aivazian's having MOPPED THE FLOOR with City Hall? It's over and 
Montrose Collection has kicked the s--- out of Scott Howard and his team..........According to Chief Assistant City 
Attorney Mike Garcia, "Other enforcement options could be explored"......don't they learn.....go ahead, enforce, and 
the Aivazian's will kick their a-- one more time. What a joke! CC [ED Don‟t forget the $100,000 cost to the 
Thompsons for the SLAPP suit defense that was a result of their doing the city‟s work.]  
 

Vanguard 
Weekly News Vol IV 

Week of December 14, 2008 
City of Glendale, CA Edition 

Uwww.vanguardians.orgUH  

818 745 6770 
“Accountability”  

Glendale‟s Watchdog 

http://www.gfoa.org/index.php?option=com_frontpage&Itemid=220
http://www.ci.glendale.ca.us/government/council_packets/Reports_120208/CC_8c_120208.pdf
http://www.vanguardians.org/
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Our condolences to the family of Ivan Snyder who recently passed. Ivan brought to our attention the potential 
health hazard on Broadview at Verdugo that was the subject of the Glendale Fire Department accepting a soils 
report for another address. 
 
Parking on Brand is easier than parking at City Hall where many of the 1900 City vehicles take almost all the 
parking spaces. How about a shuttle service and have the city workers park in the Orange Street Garage? As more 
businesses close on Brand, parking should get even better. 
 
United States Post Office to offer free EBAY training and a free EBay university CD on December 19

th
 at the Post 

Office at 313 E Broadway from 11AM to 1:30PM Free Parking. Reservations required. Call Tina Watkins at 818 265 
9200. For info call Dawna Jakubecy at 626 304 7251  

 SAVVY CONSUMER 

Jeff Green is our savvy consumer reporter says that there aren‟t too many days left in 2008 to take 
advantage of a charitable donation of your car, truck, RV or motorcycle in running condition to 
Vanguardians. They will handle all the details. Call Barry Allen at 818 745 6770.  

 

All that is necessary for the triumph of evil is for good women & men to do nothing 
 

A once in a lifetime offer from Vanguardians – Vanguard will be sent to over 50,000 
Glendalians…Your web site link or message can be included.  

Call Barry Allen 818 745 6770. 

 
If you have issues with the City and fear retaliation, send them to Vanguardians and we‟ll share them with 
the appropriate department assuring your anonymity.  
 

City Council 
 Council 12-9 Annualized Contact info 

Drayman A B- jdrayman@ci.glendale.ca.us; 

Najarian B B anajarian@ci.glendale.ca.us; 

Quintero B B- fquintero@ci.glendale.ca.us; 

Weaver D- C- dweaver@ci.glendale.ca.us; 

Yousefian B- B+ byousefian@ci.glendale.ca.us; 

 
Drayman - for showing us a personal side of the Mayor and sharing memories of his mother  
Najarian - for being attentive but not adding very much with respect to commentary and detailed explanations. 
However he showed strength when it came to not pandering to special interests. 
Quintero - for his attempt to push agenda item 7 to a close and bring it to a vote. Topic was dragged out to death. 
BORING. 
Weaver - for being completely crude and disrespectful to public speakers and chastised them by name. Then he 
left the Chambers. 
Yousefian - for being long winded at times but at least he was interested in the meeting   
 

A Whole Lotta Nothin‟ 
The council spent a torturous hour and change (mainly due to redundancy) debating an ongoing agenda item, 

Ordinance 7A that would ban “Use variance” to protect single-family residences from commercial growth 
within a given neighborhood. As Council member Frank Quintero put it – passing the ordinance would 
limit the properties to their original definition: single family residences (and nothing else). Several 
Homeowners Association reps presented the ban, with Laurie Collins at the helm. What got her goat 
was a proposed “3 story community center” that was a potentially unfairly favored project – alleged “spot 
zoning” by another name. She stated, if a non single family residence property wished to change, it 

could go through a zoning amendment which requires a greater vote (and more scrutiny) amongst the council (four 
as opposed to use variance‟s three). She also argued that though Council said the use variances have yet to create 
a problem (examples were given which show they have) they could still lead to neighborhoods being overrun by 
commercialization – it‟s happened in the past, she says, and at the hands of a flagrant city council.  

 
 

 
City Council 

 

 

 
 

 

 

mailto:jdrayman@ci.glendale.ca.us;
mailto:anajarian@ci.glendale.ca.us;
mailto:fquintero@ci.glendale.ca.us;
mailto:dweaver@ci.glendale.ca.us;
mailto:byousefian@ci.glendale.ca.us;
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The opposition to the ban was worried about existing properties that already utilize use variances which 
could be affected if it were to pass, and that some properties lie on a zoning boundary, half residential and half 
commercial, which might make them unfairly susceptible to the new legislation.  

Clearly, those for the ban are concerned with losing control of their neighborhoods as Council 
member Najarian ironically put it, to a bunch of greedy “yahoos” that run the city. Though he 
sneered at the idea, I think we can all agree this isn‟t a paranoid notion. 
Council member Bob Yousefian opposed the ban, echoing the points made above. A grandfather clause 

was brought up as a possible solution, which would accept those already using the use variances, though further 
property expansion would be an issue. 

It seemed, though, that with both the ayes and nays, there was never a detailed drawing out of why one 
would or would not want use variances around. If one traces the roots of zoning and use variance, all kinds of 
attachments can be found: On the bad side: racism, pollution, damage to historic integrity, traffic, constitutional 
violations, etc. On the flip side: convenience, easy access, increased diversity, etc. Instead, there was a lot of 
wading through dense legal language and hypotheticals. The most insincere “what-if” came from Najarian who 
pondered ad nauseam over a sweet little community garden that wouldn‟t grow if the ban passed. It‟s pretty clear 
Laurie Collins and her supporters aren‟t concerned with daisies springing up in their backyards. 

Yousefian, who argued with an actual point plus years of zone-making experience, brought up the idea that 
use variance legislation was already very strict and that he was worried for those properties that would be 
retroactively affected. Still, Frank Quintero pointed out the smaller, albeit valid issue of say, a private school built in 
a single-family residence – noise, traffic, and overall change to the neighborhood. Both Quintero and Yousefian, 
respectively for and against, were the only council members with specifics while other members seemed to blow 
hard and say little.  

The only matter that was voted on was that they needed to hold another meeting (Feb. 17
th
) to get things 

straight. The staff is to prepare answers to all the council members‟ questions so they may better be informed of 
how legislation on this can be crafted to meet everyone‟s needs. LAUREL MILLER  
 

 
                                                                We have to protect our bank...We‟re the only ones with any $$$ 

We have spent millions in construction costs making our homes and buildings safe from fire. Sprinkler 
systems, fire and smoke alarms, fire resistant and retardant building materials and pull stations. We even 
have heliports on high-rise buildings. Meanwhile our fire protection costs continue to skyrocket. Shouldn‟t 
there be a payback on our investment?  
 

2009 ð Planning In Chaotic Times 
Ready!  Set!  Design Yourself a Great 2009!  

Too busy to plan?  Hate to plan?  In these chaotic economic times it is even more essential to be in the 

driverõs seat of your business.   
In just one focused morning  you can take the steering wheel and  create your roadmap for the year.   

Don't let the year ju st happen - set it up the way you  want. 

Dates:   Tuesday, December 30, 2008 OR  Wednesday, January 7 th, 2009 

Time: 8:30 a.m. ð 1:30 p.m. 
Location: Acapulco Restaurant, 722 N. Pacific Ave, Glendale, CA 91203  
Fee: $250. Discount for 2 or more from same company.  
Includes: FREE Workbook OR   CD if you prefer to bring your computer  

FREE Lunch 

Email info@fieldworks.net or call 818.243.4864 
òAn extraordinary experience, well worth the effort required to pry my fingers off an already extensive to-do list.  

Pauline provided the space, structure and inspiration to create a specific action plan for making my goals a  

viable realityó ð Ria Severance, Business Owner/Participant 

 

mailto:Email%20info@fieldworks.net%20or%20call%20818.243.4864
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 Vanguard is published independently by Vanguardians, Inc. Advocating for Accountability– Our vision is to live in a community where all 
people, regardless of geography, background or economic status, can enjoy accountability, integrity, effectiveness and 
responsiveness from our elected officials and each of the city's departments, through grass roots involvement, engagement and 
advocacy. 
 

CONTENTS: 
1) Commentary 

2) Potpourri  

3) Public Records  

4) Vanguardians  

 

5) The Insider 

6) Humor 

7) Candidates 
 

 

1  You may agree or disagree with the views below. Feel free to comment on them. 

 
The Comprehensive Annual Financial Report…great bedtime reading. One 
question is…how can the reader believe the numbers it contains? An example 
can be found on p.145 of the CAFR statistical section shows that water 
consumption rose to 138,000,000 gallons average usage per day in 2008 from 
28,000,000 in 2007 and 27,000,000 in 2006 in spite of the attempts at water 

conservation education. There were 18 water main breaks, an increase of 6 in the same period. This can‟t be 
accurate. If we can‟t trust the award winning CAFR to be free from „typos‟ and other inaccuracies how can we 
trust the people that prepared it and presented it to the Council who waved a wand and said..”it is good!” The 
number of catch basins went up to 3320 from 1125 in 2007 and 1364 in 2006. Are these figures correct or just an 
approximation or arbitrary number because no one is watching? The City has only $12.6M available to pay a 
current amount of $31.3M in claims. The investment portfolio dropped almost $18M. The economy threatens a 
proposed bond issue for the Central Project Area. P.18 of CAFR shows an unknown amount titled, “SPECIAL 
ITEM”.  The outside auditor found one journal whose entries were doubled showng an increase in revenue. The 
Council didn‟t question that.  There was an understatement of assets. We elected a Council to look after the City 
finances to protect our reserves. Instead it looks like the foxes are in the chicken coop. The time has come for 
accountability. 
 
Appeals from the DRB or the Planning Commission should they be heard on the record or de novo? On the 
record means just that. No new testimony unless there were changes on the issues. Briefs from both sides or de 
novo which means start all over. My suggestion is that as it is the Council hearing the appeal it should be on the 
record which would result in less politicizing. A fresh start can be heard by the Superior Court if the issues so 
escalates.  
 

Possible new management team for Glendale. The woman in uniform is the Captain of the 
Monarch of the Seas. She made that ship the most profitable, the best managed and the 
recipient of many deserved rewards. The woman on the left has successfully turned 
businesses around, was an advisor to the Board on one of the worlds largest non-profit 
businesses. The Glendale public deserves much better than they are getting. We deserve a 
Council that is interested in having a vision for what is best for Glendale and not just 
pandering for votes. We need people of integrity, innovation and with entreprenurial skills. 
The time has come for the voters to realize that the financial dilemma in Glendale didn‟t just 

start. It has been nipping at our heels for the past 8 years with spending exceeding revenues; stealing the 
reserves of the the GWP; borrowing over $500,000,000; putting the MSB retrofit and new fire equipment on a 
credit card and a line of credit. It is the fault of the voters for voting for friends and those that pander. Voters 
need to „vet‟ the candidates. Ask them for their vision statement, how they will work as a team and what steps 
they are willing to take to set a new and correct course. 
 
Next week: Solutions to reduce the Budget deficit 

########## 

 
Your Glendale Troika in Action  

What is a troika? Ask an Armenian or anyone who's ever come from a third-world, old-world country. 
What is a junta? Ask anyone from Latin America or anyone whose ever come from a shared dictatorial 
and despotic regime.  
Guessed it already? It's a ruling body of three that oppresses people, rules by decree, and thumbs their 
collective noses at the general public. As councilman Weaver has told us in so many words, “It takes 
three to tango” or some version of it.  
Troikas have commonalities of behavior – usually a nasty predisposition to those asking for 
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accountability and an agile readiness to tell the public what it wants hear. They also count on the backing of men in 
uniforms who provide comfort and support. 

Troikas care for the economic well-being – of themselves. They funnel money to their brethren and their 
organized supporters through legal machinations. Their mantra: Take from the many 
and give to the few. How do you know if you are suffering the symptoms of a Troika 
regime? Look at the fat paychecks and fat pensions of their supporters. Often times 
you only need to look at their swelling bellies. Their expanding silhouettes 
accommodate a new lifestyle as they wine and dine themselves into a rounded shape.  

Troikas are hard to remove. They have access to taxpayer's money that they 
distribute to their favorite groups and benefactors under the cover of special laws. 
Those who live under their thumb will often acquiesce until things become intolerable. 
Then they revolt. Eventually there will be a correction, but the power of greed and lies 
combined with the trusting nature of the general public leads to another round of despotic leaders for the next generation 
to tackle.  

Often troikas lead to the eventual single ruthless leader – The Generalissimo.  He is usually bedecked with 
awards, and his presence is marked with lots of pomp and circumstance. Generalissimos tend to become very wealthy. 
They'll soon have a mansion in the hills with lots of pretty girls and toys. Eventually they die, or pass on their tyranny to 
their children.  

In a way, we are living history as it has been played for millennia. It's the same story about men with unfettered 
greed who are devoid of sympathy. Fortunately municipal troikas are limited to pilfering. Local despots can't become the 
Kim Il Sung of North Korea. A city can't become Idi Amin's Uganda where a two-bit sergeant rose to be a murderous top 
dog. It could become a swamp of greed and corruption as in Somoza's regime in Nicaragua. Pity those who lived under 
Papa Doc Duvalier in Haiti. Incompetents in power abound, they are probably the norm across the world. Remember 
Baby Doc Duvalier who became a taxi driver in Paris after being deposed from his dictatorship and after squandering 
away the money he stole from its poor people. But greed is the driver of cynical and opportunistic individuals who take the 
reins of power. 

The history of world politics is really quite simple. It is about the taking of others' property or livelihood. The 
Mongols went after the Chinese lands. The Chinese went after the Tibetan lands. The concept is to take the fruit of others 
labors directly or indirectly and give them to the few. Thus the notion of slavery is an economic windfall for the controlling 
society. First the Athenians, then the Romans, then the Ottomans; to say nothing of our own and shameful past.   

You can achieve similar, albeit limited goals, with taxation. Instead of taking a slave and subjugate him to the 
state, the government takes four or five months of the taxpayer's yearly life's income. If the population is large enough, the 
wealth the government can capture is quite substantial.  

Think this is not relevant to Glendale? Population: 207,000 souls. City employees 2565. Revenues extracted from 
the public $750 million. Lifetime earnings by a typical uniformed City employee: Over three million dollars. 

Where can you meet these and other wealthy beneficiaries in person? Watch as three councilmen give away your 
hard earned money every Tuesday at 2:30 PM – Read the closed-session summary and watch for the backslapping and 
the good old boy network smiling broadly. If you've got time, look out for that “Urgent” ordinance at the evening session 
that increases government union pay. It's your own little Glendale Troika in action. Herbert Molano 
  

$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$ 
 

Reader‟s Question: I am four months behind on my mortgage payments. I was thinking about filing for 
bankruptcy so that I can keep my home. What results have you seen and is bankruptcy effective?  

Christian‟s Response:  
Reader, Although I am not an attorney I have decided to respond to this email post regardless as I feel it is 
a valid question that many may ponder. With that said, I do not want you to feel that I am giving any legal 
advice, rather posting my own thoughts and professional experience as a loss mitigator specializing in 
lender mitigation and as a licensed Real Estate Broker in California. I will go ahead and brief you with this 

much information: 
The bankruptcy hurts you, not the bank. Truthfully, the banks can care less. I personally know banking executives 

(professionally known as "asset managers") that laugh when they see a homeowner file a BK. I know of one locally in 
Pasadena that gets a thrill out of it. It really excites him. Yes, it will delay or postpone the foreclosure process (at best) but 
that‟s where it stops. Bankruptcy will not indefinitely allow you to keep your home nor does it "wipe away" your mortgage 
obligation. Bankers have learned how to get around BK filings. They simply file a "relief from stay" and eventually what 
usually happens is you‟ve hurt yourself and your credit report for 7-10 years and the lenders most likely prevail at the end 
of the day. Obviously, a short sale is not an option for you since you stated you intend to keep your home. Might I suggest 
that if you were going to spend 2 - 4 thousand dollars on a bankruptcy proceeding as the sole purpose for retaining your 
home, you might want to seek out an attorney that can prepare a loan modification request for 
you? Speak to friends and family. Most definitely get a referral. There are many loan modification 
companies out there today that claim to be loan modification "experts", but truthfully they are 'fly 
by night'. Here today, gone tomorrow. Ask for copies of their lender approvals. If you need further 
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assistance or you feel lost, email us back. We‟ll point you in the right direction and give you a few phone numbers of 
legitimate law firms that do quality and legitimate loan modification work. Thank you for emailing and thank you for doing 
the best you can in order to keep your home.  
 
Reader‟s Question: How does a short sale vs. foreclosure affect my credit report and credit rating? 

Christian‟s Response: There is no exact answer for that. FICO, which stands for "Fair Isaac Corporation" is 
responsible for generating what is known as your FICO score. Fair Isaac began in 1958 by two individuals, Bill Fair (an 
engineer by profession) and Earl Isaac (a mathematician). Together, they developed a process that measures credit risk. 
Today, those scores and ratings are known as your FICO score. Those rates are then turned over and reported to the 
three major consumer reporting agencies, Experian, TransUnion, and Equifax. The lovely employees at FICO which staffs 
over 3,000 employees will tell you there is no exact science to their rating system rather it‟s a system of blending 
numbers, percentages, and ratio‟s. Here‟s what I can share with you after being in this business for 10 years: 
FICO‟s change constantly. Creditors report to Fair Isaac every 30 days. The numbers I‟m about to share with you are 
based on our own client cases and FICO scores that we have followed over the years.  
- If you are late on your mortgage you might experience a 20 - 90 point drop in your scores. 
- If you complete a successful short sale, you can expect a drop of approx. 100 - 150 drop in your scores depending on 
how the lender reports back to Fair Isaac and the terms of your short sale agreement. 
- If you foreclose-get ready to see a 250 point loss. 
- Lastly, if you file for bankruptcy get ready for a strong hit of approx. a 400 point drop or loss that will sit on your credit 
profile for approx. a decade. 
 

Again, please do not take our figures as fact or a perfected science, rather a brief over view of what we‟ve seen in real 
estate mitigation over all. Our goal is to help and assist as many Glendale homeowners we can possibly get in touch with. 
So use this as free, well researched advice that many pay thousands to learn and find out about and its being offered to 
you gratis thanks to the good people at Vanguard that care about the City of Glendale and all of its Glendalians.  
 
Christian Arbid is a Glendale Resident, Real Estate Broker and Loss Mitigator. Dedicated to Assisting 
Homeowners and Saving Glendale Families with an Iron Fist  www.ThisMarketSucks.com 818.232.7899 Questions 
Relating to Foreclosures, Short Sales, Saving Your Home, Loan Modifications.....Email Christian at 
christianarbid@gmail.com and your question will be answered in the next edition of Vanguard. 

From Forbes  relevant to Christian Arbid‟s column: Good Time for Government Work 

Some affluent communities, however, may emerge from this recession relatively unscathed. 

Places like Potomac, Md., and McLean, Va., whose populations consist primarily of government 
officials--jobs that tend to remain safe during economic downturns--will fare better. 

THESE ARE TIGHT TIMES AND VANGUARDIANS NEEDS YOUR TAX 
DEDUCTIBLE HELP TODAY  

To continue to provide the quality of services and information you deserve. 
 

The only way to make sure people you agree with can speak is to support the rights of people you don't agree with.   

ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON  

TAKE ACTION – GET INVOLVED – BE INFORMED – SHARE VANGUARD – VOLUNTEER 
 

Washington has been all abuzz with the phrase of the day: "stimulus package".  As a web concierge, I know that having a 
web presence can be valuable but expensive.  That is why I have decided to extend a very special offer.  From now thru 
Dec. 31, all Concierge web hosting packages will be offered at 50% off! That means for as little as $60/yr you can have 
business-class web hosting until 2010.  To take advantage of this special offer, contact me on the Web Concierge 
Services website.  Fill in all the information requested, and mention PROMO CODE: ONGUARD2009 in your comment 
section.  I will call you to confirm your hosting requirements. 
 
You don't have to be a Vanguard subscriber to take advantage of this offer.  So, let your family, friends, and business 
associates know that the cost of doing business just went down!  BONUS:  A portion of the fee will go to support future 
Vanguardians.org web development costs. Conditions: 1 YR. Prepaid Hosting. No Refunds. Domain name registrations 
not included.  

 

Moral cowardice that keeps us from speaking our minds is as dangerous to this country as irresponsible talk. The right way is not always the 
popular and easy way. Standing for right when it is unpopular is a true test of moral character.    Margaret Chase Smith 

http://www.thismarketsucks.com/
mailto:christianarbid@gmail.com
http://www.forbes.com/realestate/2008/12/08/america-affluent-neighborhoods-forbeslife-cx_ls_1209realestate_slide_11.html?thisSpeed=15000
http://www.wisdomquotes.com/002618.html
http://www.webconciergeservices.com/
http://www.webconciergeservices.com/
http://www.webconciergeservices.com/
http://www.wisdomquotes.com/002119.html
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2 Potpourri   ED – Letters published do not necessarily express the opinion of Vanguardians, this publication, the organization or Barry Allen. 

Names are used only when requested. Initials are used as there are people, believe it or not, who are concerned with retaliation or have issues before a 
legislative body. Letters will not be published that aren‟t signed and/or are hate oriented. 
  

According to the News Press the pay to park on Brand was caused by employees of the 

businesses there. The employees would park all day and take all the spaces. Would it have been better to 
educate the employers and have them provide monthly parking passes for the parking structures? No more 
lunches on Brand for me and no more Alex Theater. When Glendale does something they go whole hog 
like a bull in the China shop and destroy that which is good rather than studying a situation. What other City 

charges for parking from 6AM to 10PM SEVEN days per week? Look for me in Burbank. Free parking for shopping, 
restaurants and theaters. They must be doing something right. George Smith 
 

Wow! What a paper.  Way too much news to comprehend in one reading.  Thanks for publishing my note about 

parking but I really want to get the point across that it is in the best interest of those Brand Blvd. merchants that you claim 
are not getting what they deserve.  My point is that they alone have to get what they deserve.  They continue to refuse 
cooperation on parking in any way despite my suggestions for the past 4 years.  The City has a lot to gain from a stronger 
cooperative alliance with the merchants and the parking lot owners other than themselves. 

In addition I did watch the Council meeting on my computer while out of town on Tuesday.  I was pleased to see 
the Fire Chief respond to your questions and I agree he needed to focus on the facts rather than your efforts to get his 
response.  That said, I believe it is your turn now to respond to the few facts he presented. I mean respond directly to his 
facts.  Print his exact words and respond with the documented facts from which you have quoted.  We can all read but 
dislike being snookered with a bouncing ball that never really gets in the pocket. 

In addition I like the letter that starts "I don't like Bob Yousefian" then goes on to list a few things CM Yousefian 
has done for the benefit of those who elected him.  I ask what's not to like about him.  I am not particularly interested in his 
table manners or where he goes to church.  I really like just about everything the writer lists as things he respects.  You 
know I too will be voting for CM Yousefian in April I think.  More importantly, I plan to offer my help in his campaign and a 
little money as well. Carl, the HubCap Kid 
 

Doesn't seem that anything can be done [ED About fiscal accountability] -- write letters to the News 

press, complain at the council meetings, talk to your neighbors -- no accountability and no restraint, like I said. No one can 
do anything, goes in one ear and out the other at council meetings, after all, they are the "City Council'.  

We need a total change to the council -- but whom? Everyone who runs either has an agenda or is beholden to 
some entity and then there are those who run and are not qualified and can't raise the funds to run a strong campaign, 
anyway. I do not agree with most candidates as they play to the electorate in whatever way they think can get them 
elected. No one who has run has ever told the real truth about what they plan to do because once elected they are going 
to play the same game as those who have gone before.  

Can you name one councilman that you have believed didn't turn into a politician and played the "I am a City 
Councilman" game -- someone who you agreed with his or her policies and had felt the person had the integrity to follow 
through, no matter what anyone thought? 

I am a fiscal and social conservative and no one on the Council is. They are all afraid of displeasing one 
demographic or the other or one developer or the other. Government by the people, for the people -- the problem is the 
electorate doesn't agree on much of anything, except what they may get from the city. Funds for this and government 
grants for this and for that -- City spending like a credit card, only payments can't be made to pay for the spending. I think 
the mindset of everyone is „buy now pay later‟. 

But most of the electorate doesn't pay much attention to this as they are too busy with their lives and think 
everything is ok because the Council says so, unless, of course, they want something given to them. A perfect example is 
the lady who has come to the council to speak about rent control -- on and on about this. She has no idea what it's like to 
be a property owner and possibly face this socialistic type of change in the law. She, like many others, wants special 
accommodations for her needs. I can't afford to live in Beverly Hills so I don't live there, ergo, if she can't afford to live in 
Glendale. WM [ED The above letter was the culmination of an exchange of email reached when the writer and I found 
local commonalty.] 
 

I saw Weaver on Saturday with his full on USC attire and wardrobe. He looked like an old, fat, red 

and yellow jelly bean. Who was the woman he was with?  YF [ED From the descriptions provided by the 
many Weaver Watchers (Drum Roll + Rim Shot)…it was Virgelia Villegas of Miss Asia fame and fortune. 
She was the recipient of free Glendale services and funds. There was some financial trickle down from 
the sellers of inflated open space.] 
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Re Larry Zarian Forum: As usual Barry you ask questions that define what is wrong in the City of Glendale and 

the lack of budget restraints. 
1. So many directors making decisions, 
2. Boards and commissions that are not needed except to show how "Quality of Life" is possible by committee. 
3. Keep hiring new employees to show how overworked staff is. 
4. One vehicle for almost every employee???? What about the gas? The maintenance? Does the City of Glendale self 
insure all those vehicles? 
Sorry Barry I have to go back to work because I have to produce results for my clients before I get paid…BR  [ED 
Glendale is a very wealthy city and can afford to give take home vehicles to employees 
while paying for the fuel, insurance and upkeep including washing them. A City Council 
member even drives his own Rolls Royce.] 

 
We get calls:   Thanks for sharing that Bruce Philpott has thrown his hat in the ring for City Council. Here 

is how I will use my three votes: Philpott, Yousefian and a write in for Barry Allen! 
 
Almost every governmental agency is in a budget crises yet City of Glendale elected Council feels no pressure as they 
prepare for the last Council meeting of the year. No discussions on how to alleviate the pain. Close the doors put your 

head under the covers and like the tooth fairy it will all be better. The election just can‟t come soon enough to get rid of three Council 
members who voted to close up shop…”because we can.” [ED Each day we check the economic pulse of the community…here is a 
sampling: In Orange County, the largest government employees' union there proposed that county workers take time off without pay 
during the holidays, a potential $20 million savings. The union came up with the idea after county officials said they would lay off 124 
workers – and look for other jobs to cut. California governments at all levels have been hobbled by the recession. Sales tax revenue is 
off. Property taxes have fallen in concert with home values. One significant difference – and state workers know this – is that cities and 
counties spend a much larger percentage of their budgets on employees than does the state. Bankrupt Vallejo spends about 80 percent 
of its general fund on salaries and benefits. Most cities in California spend about 50 percent. 

 
I have a complaint about AT&T. City of Glendale charges a 7% tax on my phone bill. Will they help me 
resolve my issue with AT&T for failure to perform and then charging for equipment and services they never 
provided? 
 
I am on the editorial board and note there is no article from Bruce Philpott. Why? [ED Vanguardians can‟t 

oppose or support candidates for public office. Bruce Philpott declared his intention to run last week thus our decision to 
reluctantly no longer run his commentary, Thanks for asking.] 
 
How do I qualify to become a Najarian VULTURE? [ED The criteria was established independently for CCM Najarian.] 
 
Several of the trees on Brand are using indoor plug strips. Isn‟t that dangerous? [ED We sent several notes to Sam Engel 
of Neighborhood Services and have yet to hear back.]   

  
Vanguard of Davis 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
On July 14, 2008 a city of Davis official, the city's police ombudsman, was appointed as the independent 
investigator looking into Grand Jury complaints that the Davis Fire Department had engaged in a variety 
and string of misconduct over the previous several years. The charges ranged from drunkenness on city 

property to a hostile work environment and a host of problems in between. 
The investigation was completed and turned in the second week of November. However, a scheduled city council report has 

been postponed. Originally scheduled for this week, it was nowhere to be found on this week's agenda. FULL ARTICLE   
 

In a surprising twist, the Davis Enterprise Editorial on Sunday Morning, "Contract Talks Should Be Open" called for transparency in the 

city‟s budget and contract process for city employees in order to "prove to us that the salaries and benefits we promise city employees 
won't drive Davis into insolvency." The editorial states:"FOR TOO LONG and to ill effect, the Davis City Council has gone behind closed 
doors to bargain with the city's employees. The agreements produced in these sessions have not served the fiscal health of the city. 
Our council must end this practice and negotiate on behalf of the public in front of the public. 

The people who are paying the bills have a right to not only know how much a labor contract will cost them, but the people 
should be permitted to express their views on each deal before it is a fait accompli. Most of the budget of the city of Davis goes to its 
workers. By concealing themselves in locked rooms with labor negotiators, the members of the council don't get the input from citizens 
they need to make fully informed decisions on the most financially important decisions of the city.  

To date, this lack of input and oversight has been costly." The Enterprise then questions the practice of using recent labor 

agreements from other nearby communities as benchmarks to help determine Davis' wages and benefits in an effort to remain 
competitive. FULL STORY [ED This is not an editorial one would read in the Glendale News Press] 

 
Appellate Court says „no‟ in eminent domain case where property owner wanted the value of the property based on the future market 
for his undeveloped property. City of Glendale spent millions on properties based on future market value.  
 

http://www.sacbee.com/737/story/1465045.html
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001wTBLTo_B8xQawzUj7NQDnJI1LOuuJHKLbWfCo6wEZ1agX2Aby9OC9n7ONqykZPdF3LtmfgkA9Yv-KI9TVUxF4raYIMnXpjC9uBHXly5gHhLVrsLi78CGPJF6pcl8ZYib6mWSgsmPk-qZhPFtFv2HFoKNKXdNqagl8flWxiQE-vhOfsGF2RxGC_dfltK-aUNo
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001XPgk71d5pmIGHGS8xODWjnnImgABFOIPLOC2E22g-aWdfDPcG7rpsVfgblqTU1o3IBp2ueNfeeJOpSrXmvR845sXH2XuI0zw_5ClZiRfMQHnjlTWRhYAHr7tDSxEdIMXUruSP_2KMRxtNeRJHD9M26marA87hrZY-cIEOTOBQzMdCZ1CMw_Cc7q3GoMsVcHJpvrWsRrTDtM=
http://login.findlaw.com/scripts/callaw?dest=ca/caapp4th/slip/2008/a118222.html
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CALPERS the State and Local Government workers pension fund took an $80B hit. Those covered have no worry. If the fund can‟t 
handle the payments, the taxpayers will. 
 
California running out of $$$  How struggling cities can reinvent themselves in tough economy 
 
LINKS Click here for Vanguard Archives by Hal Weber-- Open Government Guide   www.vanguardians.org      

Global Incident Map updated every 5 minutes    ZIPskinny - Get the Skinny on that ZIP  Vanguard in the Daily News   
The Glendale California 100K Club  Vanguard Weekly News Archive 
"Glendale Mayor Drayman and his acolytes" by Vanguardians   
 

Click to view the agenda   City Council    Housing Authority   Redevelopment Agency  
Transportation and Parking Commission – 6:00 pm, MSB Room 105, 633 E. Broadway, Glendale.  548-3960 
Please note this meeting will be held in a new location this date only 

Glendale Police Advisory Council – 6:00 pm, City Council Chambers, City Hall, 613 E. Broadway, Glendale.  548-4818 
Tuesday, December 16 

2:00 pm Special Joint Meeting – City Council/Glendale Unified School District –Council Chambers, 548-4844 

4:00 pm Housing Authority & Redevelopment Agency – (approximately), City Council Chambers,  
6:00 pm Glendale City Council – City Council Chambers, City Hall, 613 E. Broadway, Glendale.  548-4844 
 
Wednesday, December 17 

Zoning Administrator‟s Hearing – 9:30 pm, Room 105, Municipal Services Building, 633 E. Broadway, Glendale.  548-2140 
Planning Commission – 5:00 pm, Room 105, Municipal Services Building, 633 E. Broadway, Glendale.  548-2140 
 
Thursday, December 18 

Arts & Culture Commission – 2:00 pm, City Council Chambers, City Hall, 613 E. Broadway, Glendale.  548-2000 
Design Review Board #1 – 5:00 pm, City Council Chambers, City Hall,613 E. Broadway, Glendale.  548-2140 

3  Public Information 

Let‟s keep it a secret. The City discussed public information in a closed session. When the property owner doesn‟t pay the taxes on 
property it goes into default and can be purchased (with a bunch of caveats) from the County. The City doesn‟t want you to know they 
are going to discuss purchasing some of the delinquent properties that are posted on the LA County web site.  
 

In a response to a request for documents…the following was sent:”You requested memorandums or other documents wherein the City 
Manager directed City Department Directors to provide proposals for budget reductions for each department and the response of each 
Director.  Please be advised that there is no written document prepared by the City Manager that is responsive to your request.  
However, documents prepared by Directors of the various City Departments are either in draft form, and exempt from production 
pursuant to Government Code section 6254(a) or contain such sensitive information that the public interest served in nondisclosure of 
the information far outweighs the public interest in disclosure, and therefore are exempt pursuant to Government Code section 6255.” 
That is what the City uses to prevent the public from knowing whether or not there was any attempt to cut overtime or just 
eliminate funded, unfilled positions. The City Council could change that attitude by making major management changes.    

 
Request made on 12-3-08: The City provides take home vehicles for certain staff members. Please provide documents 
showing the mileage driven and fuel consumption of those vehicles for the period of January 1, 2008 through and including 
September 30, 2008. Provide copies of accident reports and repair costs for any of those vehicles that were involved in 
collisions. 

Response on 12-11-08: The request …. requires the City to research records from multiple departments in order to identify responsive 
records.  The City exercises its right to extend the time within which to respond by an additional 14 days pursuant to Government Code 
section 6253(c). 

Request made on 12-2-08: Documents showing the policy of the City in charging for the use of City property for the installation 
and use of City property by AT&T (and others-Verizon. T-Mobile etc) for control boxes, antennas and other uses. 

Response on 12-11-08:  The request …requires the City to research records from multiple departments in order to identify responsive 
records.  The City exercises its right to extend the time within which to respond by an additional 14 days pursuant to Government Code 
section 6253(c). 

4 Vanguardians  
Wanted: Young Volunteer Writers to interview candidates for elected office and write a series for Vanguard.   
 

Our obligations as a member of the electronic journalists: According to Bill Kovach and Tom Rosenstiel from The 

Elements of Journalism, the purpose of journalism is to provide people with the information they need to be free and self-governing. To 
fulfill this task Vanguard Weekly News:  

1. Supports the 1
st
 Amendment. 

2. Acknowledges that journalism's first obligation is to the truth.  
3. Has its first loyalty to the public.  

http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-bin/article.cgi?f=/c/a/2008/12/07/MN1314IRLO.DTL
http://news.yahoo.com/s/csm/20081210/ts_csm/abellyup
http://news.yahoo.com/s/time/20081210/wl_time/08599186499100
http://www.opengovernmentinglendalecalifornia.org/
http://www.rcfp.org/ogg/index.php?op=browse&state=CA
http://www.vanguardians.org/
http://www.globalincidentmap.com/home.php
http://zipskinny.com/
http://www.insidesocal.com/east/politics/
http://www.opengovernmentinglendalecalifornia.org/The%20Glendale%20California%20100K%20Club.htm
http://www.opengovernmentinglendalecalifornia.org/Archive%20of%20Recent%20Vanguard%20Newsletters.htm
http://www.opengovernmentinglendalecalifornia.org/Archive%20of%20Recent%20Vanguard%20Newsletters.htm
http://www.opengovernmentinglendalecalifornia.org/Archive%20of%20Recent%20Vanguard%20Newsletters.htm
http://www.opengovernmentinglendalecalifornia.org/Archive%20of%20Recent%20Vanguard%20Newsletters.htm
http://www.ci.glendale.ca.us/agenda.asp?OrganizationID=4
http://www.ci.glendale.ca.us/agenda.asp?OrganizationID=37
http://www.ci.glendale.ca.us/agenda.asp?OrganizationID=176
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4. Acknowledges its essence is a discipline of verification of our stories and acceptance of those from other fact generating 
media.  

5. Recognizes that its practitioners must maintain an independence from those they cover.  
6. Understands it must serve as an independent monitor of power.  
7. Provides a forum for public criticism and compromise.  
8. Strives to make the significant interesting and relevant.  
9. Keeps the news comprehensive and proportional.  
10. Allows its practitioners to exercise their personal conscience.  
11. Separates facts from opinions and articles written by others. 
12. Agrees to provide clarification when questions arise about the veracity of an article. 
13. Provides full disclosure on conflicts where and when appropriate.  

As you have read what we support, we implore you to take these same values and apply them to our elected officials. 

 
Become a critic,,,check out and report on our new website…a work in progress. Thanks to Diana Ringer. The best critique 
(good, bad, suggestions) will receive a gift from Vanguardians.  www.vanguard-usa.org is the new site.     

info@vanguardians.org to subscribe to the Weekly News on issues that impact Glendale. The media with a voice; the organization that gets 
results you want; we encourage and support advocacy, involvement and engagement with government.© 2008 Vanguard is 
intended for personal use by recipient and forwarding without change to recipient‟s personal email list. Vanguardians is a 501C3 charitable 
non-profit corporation Contributions are tax deductible. Vanguardians does not use commercial fundraisers. To ensure you receive Vanguard, 
please add our email addresses info@vanguardians.org, and ba@fieldworks.net - to your address book or Internet Service Provider safe list. Annual 
subscription for email $50, by US Mail $75, Newsstand $2 per issue Copyrighted materials used with permission.  

5 the Insider is a digest of information from city employees that care about the way the City is run. As they are 

concerned about retaliation, their identities are kept confidential. Vanguard provides them the opportunity to have this forum. The 
comments are their own.  

 
On the highway of life without Internet 

6 Humor 

 

7. For Candidates Only:   Send us your web site address. a current picture and your email address. 

 
Proposed City Council candidates 

Najarian  
Quintero 
Yousefian 

Bertelson 
Friedman 
Gharpetian 

Kazazian 
Keuroghelian 
Philpott 

Solis 
Teahan 

 

 

VANGUARDIANS 
 

Please make checks payable to “VANGUARDIANS”  
Mail to:  POB 11202 Glendale, CA 91226 

 Contributions are tax deductible – You will receive a receipt for income tax purposes 
 

 

It‟s ok we will get rid of the people making the 
least money and stop filling potholes and 
sweeping the streets. Maybe even cut trash 
collection to twice a month.  

http://www.vanguard-usa.org/
mailto:info@vanguardians.org
mailto:Vanguard1@charter.net

