What do you want to see on

our updated website? Van g u ard

Please share. Weekly News Vol IV
Week of December 7, 2008

City of Glendale, CA Edition
www.vanguardians.org
818 745 6770

Mccount abi l
Gl endal eds W:

1st Quarter City Budget is $88,000,000 in the Red

The four stages of Vanguardiansi Fi r st t hey ignore you, then they |l awdgm.ad you
Mahatma Gandhi describing the stages of establishment resistance to a winning strategy of nonviolent advocacy

When WE, the people, are complacent THEY win/|

Capital Insights with Jack Kern : State Sponsored Free Rent According to RealtyTrac and other
sources tracking foreclosure activity, approximately 280,000 foreclosure filings occurred in
October, up about 5% from the prior month, but up almost 25% year over year. Foreclosures were
probably accelerating at a more rapid pace than these numbers might suggest because many
states enacted measures to slow or change the process, thereby skewing the resulting counts.
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BIRMINGHAM, Alabama (Reuters) - Federal authorities arrested the mayor of Birmingham, Alabama, on Monday in
a corruption probe surrounding a sewer bond debt that could lead to the largest municipal bankruptcy in U.S.
history. Authorities arrested Mayor Larry Langford in Birmingham at 7 a.m. (1200 GMT) and charged him with 60
counts including bribery, money laundering, conspiracy and filing false tax returns, according to U.S. Attorney Alice
Martin.

Layoffs loom in Glendale according to several City Council members who requested anonymity. The layoffs will no
doubt only hit rank and file workers and not Managers or public safety.

Dr. Richard Espiritu returned to the City Council lectern after a brief absence. Welcome back!

The Finance Department delivered a report on the budget issues regarding the
$168,000,000 General Fund while the documents that were provided with the agenda
item clearly showed a budget deficit of $88,000,000 according to a speaker on the item,
Bruce Philpott. Although two Council hopefuls were in the audience, neither spoke on
the budget issue. City Manager Starbird has the Council looking at the budget through _

Rose Colored Glasses. Meanwhile President Elect Obama is working diligently to turn

around the national economy. In Glendale the Council is taking off the last two weeks of the year rather than face

the challenges of the local economy. With no building there are no impact fees that would support libraries and

parks; with no building there is no tax increment financing that would have supported parks and libraries; with no

building there is no new property tax. The City in the past has been a guarantor of hospital bonds, could they do

that for the developers that candt get constriogndti on | oan:¢
permitted in Glendale.

LARRY ZARIAN FORUMé Saw the interview last night. You really put Larry on the defensive when you
suggested that the beginning of dissipation of the reserves began when he was on the council and was the Mayor.
| couldn't believe his responses to people who called in. In essence, he blames the budget mess we are in on the
public wanting the services that every city should provide to its residents. He doesn't believe that the staff and
council are responsible for the budget crises. It's just the damned taxpayers demanding too many services. He
was definitely pathetic last night. You did a great job as usual. It was interesting that he always asked for people to
call in and state if they agreed or disagreed with your actions at city hall. He was certainly chagrined when no one
disputed your efforts to expose the staff and council. Keep up the good work, Al Hofmann

PS: Just had a thought. What Larry ought to do is to invite the council members on his show to dispute your
findings. He should have Drayman and Weaver one night, followed by the other three who are seeking re-election.
Would be interesting to hear their take.


http://links.mkt1467.com/ctt?kn=13&m=30627804&r=MTMwNzAzMzQwOAS2&b=0&j=NDM0NDAzNTAS1&mt=1&rt=0
http://www.reuters.com/article/politicsNews/idUSTRE4B045V20081201
http://www.vanguardians.org/

United States Post Office to offer free EBAY training and a free EBay university CD on December 19" at the Post
Office at 313 E Broadway from 11AM to 1:30PM Free Parking/ Reservations required. Call Tina Watkins at 818 265
9200. For info call Dawna Jakubecy at 626 304 7251

SAVVY CONSUMER

Jeff Green is our savvy consumer reporter. He lives in Toledo Ohio where he is an executive with
" AccuShred. Maybe he will share tips on getting rid of those pesky hard-drives that have all your
valuable and incriminating information.

¥ A
How Long Certain Records Should Be Kept before Being Destroyed ?
From budgets and proposals to accountin g statements and medical records, the following list
explains how long different types of documents should be stored... [FULL STORY]

All that is necessary for the triumph of evil is for good women & men to do nothing

A once in a lifetime offer from Vanguardians 7 Vanguard will be sent to over 50,000
Gl endal i anséYour web siteindudedk or mecssag
Special political rates are available.
Call Barry Allen 818 745 6770.

If you have issues with the City and fear retaliation, sendt hem t o Van g u a rlicshagerthem withd we 0

the appropriate department assuring your anonymity. P SRAR

City Council

Council 12-2 | Annualized Contact info

Drayman B- B- jdrayman@ci.glendale.ca.us;

Najarian C+ B anajarian@ci.glendale.ca.us;

Quintero B+ B- fquintero@ci.glendale.ca.us;

Weaver B+ C- dweaver@ci.glendale.ca.us;

Yousefian A B+ byousefian@ci.glendale.ca.us;

Drayman - for holding ground but allowing the meeting to run longer than it really should have.

Often times the discussions were overdone.

Najarian - for being attentive but not as vocal as he usually is.

Quintero - for showing some aggressiveness and challenging CCM Yousef fl@ldyosso"
statements.

Weaver - for verbally expressing interest in wanting to hear the opinions of the public speakers.

Yousefian - for being Johnny on the spot on all council items. He offered a ton of commentaries and
had clear, well thought out positions on all issues brought before him.

AA BaAindd on a Bl eeding Woundo

Though California may not yet be technically in a recession, other states in the union are; and

our time, from what most economic speculators are sa
meeting (December 2, 2008), City Manager Jim Starbird shared a budget plan adjustment

presentation for the 2008-2009 fiscal year that preemptively demonstrated, bullet point by bullet

point, what areas the economic crisis will force the city to focus on. Though the presentation was

numerically soft and vague (one pr obdomomyandb!| vi ng poin
impacts to Gle n d a & mugéh more detailed budget strategy is promised for January 2009. The public
spoke out, demanding answers for the councilbés lack of f
records have pointed to pr obl Alensaconsidteht seekereof econdmicd s s pendi n
reform, moved quickly beyond the council s feigned nai vet

misappropriation of money, bogus expense requests, and the refusal to downsize unnecessary city
vehicles and jobs.

Theot her speakers brought up valwuable and unique p
scenarioso of the presentation, demanding they stop
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mailto:jdrayman@ci.glendale.ca.us;
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mailto:fquintero@ci.glendale.ca.us;
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some unimpaired vision. One gentleman asked them what they were thinking in 2006. Though, no one

could have predicted the scope and specificity of this financial crisis, every bubble must burst. In 2006 they

had a $47,000 surplus, but dismissing the idea of eventual deficit or failing to employ fiscal responsibility,

now makes a figure |Iike $47,000 |l ook dramatically wunatt ai
factor in the possibility of a recession).

Another speaker demonstrated the damage of unchecked city jobs appointments: From 2001 and
2007, the population of Glendale increased (3%), while the amount of city jobs and pay increased by 13%,
a figure that equals 30 million dollars in budget expenditure. Last year alone, the city spent 55 million more
than it took in. As for this year, the city will be in deficit to the tune of 88 million dollars. These numbers
wer e f ound o ndotumentsgcyéttvgrednewherermbe found in the presentation which angered
many of the speakers.

The council seemed to be listening, arguing, questioning, but only because we are now all at the
beck and call of a force greater than our own. Glendale, though a small governing body in the grand
scheme of the United States Federal Government, can still be a leader by enacting a few practical policies:
The implementation of fiscal transparency, the committal to spend both conservatively and usefully and the
promise of investing in the future (green infrastructure, for example). Hopefully, the call will be met sooner
than later. Certainly, the issue has cages rattling, and somewhat complacent (and guilty) minds stirring.

LAUREL MILLER

Council should use the EPPC agenda form that includes public reports from their departments

Vanguardians statement to City Council:
Oral Communications:

1. Awoman dies in a fire while firefighters slept. It took GFD more than 6 minutes at 2AM to go less than 1/2
mile on August 27" This City Council has yet to call for a public report from the GFD. This Council is
always willing to spend the most for the biggest and best equipment that is often too large for City streets
yet this Council is reluctant to modernize the archaic policies of the fire department such as the 24 hour
shift. ED i CCM Yousefian asked the Fire Chief to explain

2. Council and City Manager take aim at members of the public that point out errors in reports as just being
& y p cA@Psli6e.Chief Bratton talks about the broken window theory, that holds people are more likely to
commit crimes in neighborhoods that appear unwatched and uncared for by residents and local authorities.
Criminals are "emboldened by the lack of social control." Here we have a broken system where
Management and their bosses, those people on this dais make excuses for mistakes. It must be very
embarrassing to acknowledge these mistakes especially when they are vetted and approved by the top

managers in the City. Bl ame the vultures. Certainly d
incompetence. Misclassification of expenditures; a firefighter budgeted to receive $486,000 and on and
on.

3. Campaign Finance Reform and Aggressive Solicitation Ordinances speak to issues of getting money from
vendors yet the City, in response to a Constitutionally protected public records act request, has no idea
how many consultants and contract workers they use nor the amount of money they are being paid. Look
up here to the faces on this dais. These are the people who are in charge of spending your money and in
Action item 8d they want you to guarantee they will continue to feed on our backs.[ED CCM Yousefian
requested the City Staff to provide a database of Consultants]

8c Finance ReportéBasically calling for the Counci l t o nc
make a request for $1/2M that was misclassified. Certainly this Council is not going to ask why this budget is
appropriating almost $90,000,000 more than the revenue. Appropriating $775 million vs. revenue of $687M

8d Ballot Propositioné We presently pay a 7% Utility Users tax (UUT) for services this City does not perform. The
UUT may be lost due to a court battle now being waged so this City Council is asking you to guarantee they will get
this money no ma tdioanowanhsave the chseédf istings Aaguments against the Utility Users
Tax, Lakewood, Sacramento, Lynwood League of Women Voters

Chief Scoggins was directed to answer questions about the fatality on Lorain St. He
never answered why engine 26 took 6 minutes and 14 ————

seconds to arrive at the scene when the scene was less o
than %2 mile away from the engine house, finally he said it
was tied up because the street was too narrow and was
blocked by the fire truck. Most of his time was taken
berating Barry Allen for bringing this to the attention of



http://www.fppc.ca.gov/index.html?id=60#16
http://www.laag.us/2008/10/vote-no-on-meausre-l-utility-users-tax.html
http://www.lwvea.org/files/voterjune08.pdf

the public. It took 3 months to get this statement from the Fire Chief.

It appears that the whole issue is the fault of the City Council for granting so many parking exceptions that
the streets are jammed and the largest of all fire equipment that could be purchased was purchased even

though it doesnét fit our street shattleywereusihgaatpatrolrvehl@foper sonr

some brush inspections because t brethemarw streets off Chevydhasd.
The GFD did acknowledge they are working with Transportation and Parking to be able to get through in
Adams Hill. Bottom line is there is no fire department oversight.

Engine 26 located at Brand and Stocker was dispatched at 2:01.34AM and arrived at the Lorain St location
at 02:07.47 AM 6 minutes and 14 seconds to go less that ¥2 mile. The Fire Chief did not address the fact that
the GPD arrived on scene within 1 minute and 10 seconds from the call. He did not acknowledge that the
firefighters were sleeping at the time. Vanguard used a structure fire run on September 14 as a
comparison. The distance was the same and it took the first engine assigned only 3.20 minutes to go from
the station to the scene.

Earlier this year the GFD changed its policy of allowing Firefighters to leave their district to exercise adding
life threatening minutes to their out-of-district runs. Our data is taken directly from official fire department
documents.

LETTER: [ED From aretired Glendale Firefighter] The engine should always be the first in because it has to lay
hose lines from the hydrant. The ladder truck would be an obstacle to arrive first on this type of call. | believe Chief
Scogginsbdescription of the event was the reason the engine arrived several minutes later was because the

truck blocked its way. If they are responding from the same location, there is no justifiable reason why the truck
would roll out in front of the engine for the reason Scoggins identified. This points to tactical operations being
compromised. And, in this case, there was a fatality. Problems are buried because of our unique brotherhood. This
can lead to poor performance. GP

2009 9 Planning In Chaotic Times
, $ A Proactive, Practical Strategy Workshop
' Ready! Set! Design yourself a great 2009
Tuesday December 30 ' or Wednesday , January 7 ™"

Call 818.694.0588 or info@fieldworks.net

Vanguardians EMAIL ADDRESS is INFO@VANGUARDIANS.ORG

Vanguard is published independently by Vanguardians; Advocating for Accountabilityi Our vision is to live in a community where all people,
regardless of geography, background or economic status, can enjoy accountability, integrity, effectiveness and responsiveness from
our elected officials and each of the city's departments, through grass roots involvement, engagement and advocacy.
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You may agree or disagree with the views below. Feel free to comment on them.

A sad day on mid-Brand as we walked and visited merchants who had
no business on Black Friday. We commiserated with them and praised
those that invested life savings into a business that receives no
support from the City; no $100,000,000 gift; no intercession with their
landlords. The sidewalks were empty. Hot Wings was busy and there
were some customers at Numero Uno. A new restaurant was advertised
as looking for a 35 car parking variance at the PMA6GRA meeting that is calendared to :
startat 2:.30.AJust a fop magmnagendent staff would say. The Downtown Merchants Association gave
its blessing while watching the downtown waste away. Maybe they are waiting for the City to hire a
Consultant or maybe a fireworks display or maybe move the Holiday Tree Lighting from Perkins Plaza to
mid-Brand or maybe a laser light show. The City is always willing to tax the business districts and for that
they should deliver some results. How about a Opub

4
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http://maps.google.com/maps?rls=com.microsoft:*:IE-SearchBox&ie=UTF-8&oe=UTF-8&sourceid=ie7&rlz=1I7GZEZ_en&um=1&cid=0,0,7863506107297516608&fb=1&dq=336+W+Loraine+st+Glendale+CA&daddr=%234,+336+W+Loraine+St.,+Glendale,+CA+91202&geocode=13173965484999472851,
mailto:info@fieldworks.net
mailto:INFO@VANGUARDIANS.ORG

beads. Get validated by a mid-Brand Merchant by making a purchase and get a pass for food, drink,
parkingorasCCMWeaver would say, fAWhatever. o

A switcherooni at City Hall on Tuesday evening. The City staff report on the budget that was to have been
the presentation was not discussed at the Finance Department brought a quick, down and
dirty powerpoint that showed there is presently a $8,000,000 shortfall in the GENERAL

FUND while the staff report showed there was an $88,000,000 shortfall in the TOTAL
BUDGET! Management wanted to sugar coat the deficit, after all the public needs to be
happy and return to office the same people that will continue to support the City Manager
and his staff. The budget is not a sexy issue but is the most important issue facing the
voters. The only people that spoke were thosecalledi VULTURESO by CCM N
Barry Allen representing many Glendalians, Richard Espiritu, Bruce Philpott, Christian

Arbid and Herbert Molano. Balancing the budget in Glendale is simple. Staff leaves off certaindheeds d and
then discovers them in time for the quarterly adjustments. This year it was $500,000 that was misclassified.

Today the balanced budget is $88 Million shortonone si de. If my CEO (Jim Starbird
out quicker than [provide your own simile]. One CCM was overheard to say that he had to rely on the CM

for information. Wrong. You create your own cabinet of volunteers to provide you with the other side of the

issue.

T T
December 2 presentation to City Council

As we face tough budget decisions and more reductions in services, residents want to
know: how did we get into this situation? There are many reasons, but | will focus on just
one this evening.

Because employee costs account for more than 80% ofa ci t ydés budget, pay
represents the single largest cost factor.

With that in mind, between 2001 and 2007, 197 new full-time city employees were added
to the workforce, a 13% increase. | should note that the number of hourly employees has
remained fairly static at around 500 per year and their costs are not factored here. The number of
full time employees was 1692 in 2001 and 1885 in 2007. While payroll increased by 13%, the population of
Glendale grew by 3%, from 200,000 to 206,000.

A fluctuation of 3%, up or down, in the general population is normally absorbed in a municipality like
Glendale. That kind of fluctuation should not significantly impact services or programs. But an increase in the
workforce of 13% adds roughly $30 million to the expenditure side of the budget.

Last year the city spent $55 million more than it took in. According to your revised budget numbers for this
fiscal year that are found on page 3 and again on page 7, of the staff report, the city is projected to spend $88
million more that it will take in.

If your financial projections hold for this fiscal year, the city will post a combined deficit spending
of $285 million since 2002

Bruce Philpott ---- If you have questions write Philpott at brcphilpottl @aol.com

HHH AR R R
Rube Goldberg meets our tax and spend councilmen
UUT + Mismanagement

Get set... ready...Un-tax. Next election (April 2009) Glendale voters, if smart enough, may
get a chance to vote themselves out of one utility tax. Last Tuesday our public-loving
councilmen gave us atrue picture of whom they truly represent. Instead of cutting the
bloated payroll to their $100K club, they would rather try to save a tax that has been
challenged successfully in other cities. The utility-users tax on cell-phones and other
Internet communications.

They will give us, the tax-paying public - the people who elected them i an
opportunity to give ourselves another swift kick in the rear i by approving a new ballot measure on an

updated uti | ity Wemay wdlsneed aRube Goldberg machine. You know those complex
contraptions that allow you to do the simplest thing with the most complex and needless mechanical
ingenuity.

Instead of truly reducing costs, which would be the simplest and wisest thing to do, they plan to
add to the April ballot the option of self-inflicting another layer to your communications bill. | think I'll be
purchasing aring-tone that will sound like a cash register every time it rings. That'll be the sound of
Glendale councilmen ringing their cash registers from what is very likely one of the most mismanaged
budgets in the history if Glendale i Ca-chinggg!


http://www.ci.glendale.ca.us/government/council_packets/Reports_120208/CC_8c_120208.pdf
mailto:brcphilpott1@aol.com

Why didn't they give us the opportunity to vote last month on the 110
million bond issue they issued in January? We may think we have non-
partisan councilmen. What we actually have are bi-partisan free-wheeling
spenders. We've got tax and spend Democrats and borrow and spend
Republicans. In 2006-2007 they gave the top 50 employees over 1 million
dollars in salary increases. How sweeeet it is! You ask the councilmen how it
is that they can justify such action,
competitive rate. If they don't hand out those salary increases, we will lose
them to another city. Omigosh! Lock these precious people in. Please Sire,
don't let them go! We'll be lost in the woods without them! Dare the council
to do some public evaluation of performance and next thing you know they'll
claim that it must be done in closed session. Here is an example of your
management in action:

In 2001 when the city started the new police building project they assigned as a project manager a
police staffer - a lieutenant with hardly any construction experience and without any project management
certifications. Which manager approved such an unimaginable assignment? Here was a multi-year project
in the tens of millions of dollars and the person assigned lacked the certifications for it and had one foot
out the retirement exit. Who then was ultimately responsible for the project over-runs in the tens of millions

and lawsuits that followed? Management!

Today we don't have sufficient funds for an adequate aquatic facility. We could have built three with
the money this mismanagement caused the city. They can't pin this baby on the city council. But by the
time the next MOU was negotiated the city council conveniently forgot to tie management performance to
their pay. Now the Glendale city managers want the salary increases on what other managers get paid in
their cities. Talk about chutzpah! Maybe these managers want to take credit for the better performance
their brethren brought those other cities. But in Glendale their decisions are never part of the evaluation of
their pay package. The GMA is now the official negotiator for pay and benefit increases. Just fork over the

money and never mind about results....Ca-chinnng!

But we don't have enough money to sustain these well-fed babies. Oops! | forgot, we got that nice
utility-users tax to patch them up for the time being. And if we don't approve that ballot measure? The
members of the $100K club will make sure that some low level city employee will be getting the boot

instead.

While we wait for pay-for-performance policies from Glendale management, you may want to invent
a contraption to kick yourself for not asking for accountability from city officials, I'll welcome your design

entries.
BRI
Readerds Question:

selling. Is that true?

Christianb6s Response:

Reader-Sur e itods true. Think out si

month, last year? Sales are up compared to what? What price ranges? Sales are up for home buyers between the
ages of 30 - 40 that have a spouse, 3 children, 2 cars, 1 dog, a fish with one eye, and a cat with a wooden leg?
Articles like that really get me. There are multiple facets to consider and think about. People that make statements
like that should be careful because making such a general statement is A) inaccurate and B) unfair to all
homeowners as it gives them a false sense of reality. Everyone is suddenly an expert and any one can make any

claims they wish. The author of that article, in my opinion, is polishing a turd.

Dondt rely on articles. Use the brai

of f the shelves when you see the foll

cuts, and corporate bankruptcies. B) Lenders willing to lend money and release some of the piles of cash they now
have in their possession (remember that
estate pricing has settled and come back down to true values and comfortable levels that people can truly afford.

Reader s Question:

I own a home in a nice part of Glendale. | owe the lender a bit over a million dollars on the home. The house |
believe is worth approximately $900,000. My wife was already told that she is losing her job at the end of the year.

Do you think the lender would hear our case and consider a short sale?

Christianbés Response

| read a newspaper article recently that said the market is up, sales are increasing and homes are

mar

y
er

([



First and foremost, | am sorry to hear that your wife is losing her job. Nobody ever wishes that on anyone but
unfortunately it is becoming a more and more familiar story. Half my clients today are unemployed. You are not
alone.

According to your situation and if the numbers are accurate, a lender would be nuts not to consider your
situation. In order to achieve short sale approval, one of the conditions deemed necessary is to demonstrate a
financial hardship to the lender. If your wife lost her job or is just about to, there might be your hardship. Any
experienced and qualified Realtor mitigating a loan of 1 million dollars and requesting a 100k loss should be
successfully completed with his or her eyes closed as long as the value of the home is truly $900k and other short
sale requirements are met. A 10% loss severity is a very small loss for lenders today. Small losses of this amount
are a breeze. To any experienced industry professional, this short sale request should be a walk in the park
blindfolded. Most of my negotiations today involve a 30% - 40%, if not 50% loss to the lender and we successfully
mitigate them. Best of luck to you. You should be fine.

Reader ds Question:
| understand that there are some non-profit organizations out there that suggest to homeowners that they can get a
free loan modification through the use of their programs. Is that true?

Christianbés Response:

Reader,yes-i t 6 s t r getwhbtydu pay forul don't know of any true professional that offers up their trade or
craft for free. A good mechanic won't repair your transmission for free. A well educated and respected surgeon
won't operate on you for free. Furthermore, what's their incentive? What do they have to gain? Why fight for you
and go the extra mile? If your request is denied, (as approx. 80% currently are) what have they got to lose? You
offered them nothing, so they owe you nothing in return.

Christian Arbid is a Glendale Resident, Real Estate Broker and Loss Mitigator. Dedicated to Assisting
Homeowners and Saving Glendale Families with an Iron Fist www.ThisMarketSucks.com 818.232.7899
Questions Relating to Foreclosures, Short Sales, Saving Your Home, Loan Modifications.....Email Christian
at christianarbid@gmail.com and your question will be answered in the next edition of Vanguard.

THESE ARE TIGHT TIMES AND VANGUARDIANS NEEDS YOUR TAX
DEDUCTIBLE HELP TODAY
To continue to provide the quality of services and information you deserve.

The only way to make sure people you agree with can speak is to support the rights of people you don't agree with.
ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON

TAKE ACTION T GET INVOLVED 1T BE INFORMED i SHARE VANGUARD -- VOLUNTEER

Moral cowardice that keeps us from speaking minds is as dangerous to this country as irresponsible talk. The right way is not always the
popular and easy way. Standing for right when it is unpopular is a true test of moral charadtegaret Chase Smith

2 Potpourri ED Letters published do not necessarily express the opinion of Vanguardians, this publication, the organization or Barry

Allen. Names are used only when requested. Initials are used as there are people, believe it or not, who are concerned with retaliation or have
issues before a legislative body.Let t er s wi | | not be published that arendét signed and/ or

Re Use of Mann Theaters: pPossibly Laemmle theaters would show their type of films in
one or two of the Mann Theatres after the current lease expires. The fairly new Luna Playhouse on
San Fernando Rd. has presented some interesting productions. Could they take over one of the
theatres? The St. Cecelia Orchestra/Opera located in Eagle Rock could present productions in one
of the theatres. Possibly some of the groups that present shows during the summer at the downtown
California Plaza, which is free, could have a performance another night at the Mann. These are suggestions;
unfortunately, some of them require financial assistance.

We may complain about the salaries, etc., but it is the same system as the city of Los Angeles and other
cities. The Water & Power in LA and other cities also contribute funds to the city coffers. The entire system will
have to change. The Unions run the cities. MD

Ho p e y ou Iém’graeful s ﬁ)L} p‘ogressive approach to real change!! | respect and admire your
courage; | will make myself available to our belief that change is necessary. Happy Thanksgiving, and will keep in
touch. TG


http://www.thismarketsucks.com/
mailto:christianarbid@gmail.com
http://www.wisdomquotes.com/002618.html
http://www.wisdomquotes.com/002119.html
http://www.laemmle.com/

The GNP published another letter from Jim Canfield ignoring the fact that Canfield is on the Weaver non-
profit board. The only thing missing was a sO0fEbbery thanl
Campaign contribution + a gift to Dreaming of Roses Inc (Weaver)]. KC

| come from the other side of the street and think the merchants need to participate in parking in a big
way. Glendale has now installed some fancy parking meters on Brand and the merchants need to find a way to
give parking credits based on the amount of purchases a customer makes. It does nothing to get

customers downtown but may help get them back. The City must make a connection between meters and parking
buildings where this credit could be applied to either in the future. The merchants pay the bill in exchange for
greater sales. The City continues to get most of the income from parking in addition to the increased sales tax for
greater sales. | am only guessing that the rates in buildings are about the same as the meters on the street. This
seems so rudimentary | am lost to figure out why it is so hard to get across to the stakeholders. Carl, the HubCap
Kid

I donot | 1 k ebutiBa@ th resp¥ct@inblfd® s@ndiind utolhe City Manager and then taking
the lumps from his colleagues on the dais. Yousefian pointed out the problems with the natification by the Planning
Department of the Glenoaks set back. Starbilacdofdi dnét | i ke

accountability and had the accuser removed from the Airport Commission. It is a sad day for Glendale when voters
applaud the censure of a Councilmember that is willing to push for managerial accountability. We need to turn
those Councilmembers out of office who voted to support the lack of accountability. | will vote for Yousefian. VT

| thought | would share this as it goes along with the attitude of having Million Dollar approvals of
6typosd by City Management and Ifa9P® Were @dd Enoughtther.. Ci ty Counc¢
Two million documents will be lost by the IRS this year.

22,000 checks will be deducted from the wrong bank accounts in the next 60 minutes

1,314 phone calls will be misplaced by telecommunication services every minute.

12 babies will be given to the wrong parents each day.

103,260 income tax returns will be processed incorrectly this year.

2,488,200 books will be shipped in the next 12 months with the wrong cover.

5,517,200 cases of soft drinks produced in the next 12 months will be flatter than a bad tire.

Two plane landings daily at O'Hare International Airport in Chicago will be unsafe.

3,065 copies of tomorrow's Wall Street Journal will be missing one of the three sections.

18,322 pieces of mail will be mishandled in the next hour.

291 pacemaker operations will be performed incorrectly this year.

880,000 credit cards in circulation will turn out to have incorrect card holder information on their magnetic
strips.

$9,690 will be spent today, tomorrow, next Thursday, and every day in the future on defective, often unsafe
sporting equipment.

20,000 incorrect drug prescriptions will be written in the next 12 months.

114,500 mismatched pairs of shoes will be shipped this year.

$761,900 will be spent in the next 12 months on tapes and CDs that won't play.

107 incorrect medical procedures will be performed by the end of the day today.

315 entries in Webster's Third New International Dictionary of the English Language will turn out to be
misspelled.

=A== -0-0_4_9_9_9_9_°9_-°

]
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In keeping with the holiday spirit of fun and humor and not wanting to just present a recital of bad news
doom and gloom, how about another 'magic-trick'? It occurred to me that other classic comedy bits could easily be
incorporated into your presentations. Think about a Carnac the Magnificent spot with a civic-minded twist: [ In
keeping with Johnny Carson's classic Tonight Show rules, Carnac the Magnificent (seer, soothsayer and psychic) is
given the ANSWERS and must use his mystic powers to reveal the QUESTIONS.]

A. A couple of hundred bucks, unless you're in Glendale--then it& $347,000 plus lawyer's fees.
Q. How much does it cost to prune a tree?

A. A whole slew of expensive consultants and highly paid outside contractors.
Q. What does GWP head Steiger seem to need to get anything accomplished?

A. A boob, a parade float and a beauty contest featuring scantily clad Asian women.
Q. What is CCM Dave Weaver, his favorite pet project and his idea of women's rights in the 21st century?
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A. We foot the bill for everything.
Q. In these tough times, where does Glendale get all of the money they seem to be able to afford to waste on
boondoggles?

A. Seek shelter from the storm.
Q. What's the one thing a homeless person in Glendale must never do?

A. First you build it, then you tear it down, then you build it again.
Q. What happens in Glendale when the city builds a new park or playground?

Bada Bing for now, but of course Carnac will return! NAJ

| di d ntatccm klaﬁriﬁ ¥\a landlord. | was pleased to see that he and Yousefian brought the rent
6controld issue to the public. I would |Iike to suggest t}
complaints filed against them for the publicds consumpti c

We get calls: Look how many letters the GNP received supporting the Americana fireworks.
[ ED You dondét know how many | etters they received,
dondét know how much ad revenue the Americana provi

:\

aHEe Who is Jim Canfield? [ED He is on the Board of Dreaming of Roses, Inc., the Weaver charity.
He also writes letters to support Weaver causes.]

Now Glendale wants to tax the Interneté something that Congress wond do. How do we stop this? [ED Vote
AdNOOGin April]

There was an article in the LA Times; titled States, cities face sky-high payouts on municipal bonds.
It goes on to state that cities that have executed variable-rate bonds as opposed to fixed, may face
huge increases in interests rates. Do any of our bond notes have variable interest rates?

Mr. Allen, sorry for the delay in getting back to you, but | was on vacation during Thanksgiving week.
Your question is one that concerns City issued bond debt that is managed by the Finance Department. | can tell
you the general answer is yes, yes the City has, but you should check with the Finance Department for the
particulars. Ronald T. Borucki, City Treasurer, City of Glendale

Concerning your question about variable interest rates on bonds | have attached a recap for the month of

November for oO6Variable Rate Demand Certificates of Partic
construction of the new Police Building. As you can see, our latest rate is .4%. This rate is re-set every week, and

has been dropping as you can see. For the last several years, the average rate of these bonds has been

significantly less than the fixed rate market which has been in the 4-5.5% range. | hope this helps. Robert Elliot,

CPA Director of Finance, City of Glendale [ED A win, a small win but a win none-the-less.]

Who is John Muir? [ED He is the person whose name appears on the Glendale Alliance PAC. He lives on
Linda Vista. There is the one that had a school named after him and a third, who lives in Ventura (where
they have 3 firefighters on an engine instead of 4), and has written letters to the GNP in praise of the GFD.]

Does AT&T pay Glendale monthly rent for either their street boxes or antennas that are located on city property all
over town? [ED We are asking]

Why doesndt daahempléyeeienatuation on the City Manager? [ED 1 Ask them]

In response to the question last week: Is Bruce Philpott going to run for Council? Philpott had this
statement: d have decided to run for Glendale City Council. After watching the council:

1) spend $197 million more than it brought in over the last five years

2) deplete important infrastructure and capital reserves

3) build long term bond debt that now exceeds $1.2 billion

4) give exorbitant and unsustainable compensation packages to "special" groups of city employees

5) impose higher fees for utility users, placing heavy burdens on retirees with fixed incomes, higher
fees to non-profits and volunteer organized youth sports



It is apparent that new fiscal leadership is required. If the city's projections hold true, when this fiscal year
ends, we will have acquired another $88 million in deficit spending. That means the city spent $285 million
more than it took in during the last six years. Prior to that, we posted surpluses. We cannot survive much

longer under these financially destructive policies.

With my background in municipal budgets, having served in Pasadena city government at top and
executive management levels for ten years (in the police department and city managers office as a special
assistant), | have gained the kind of skills and experience that the city council is lacking now. | can

offer the council budgetary leadership that will guide Glendale back to its historical roots of being fiscally
conservative. As the retired police chief of Pasadena, | have a public safety perspective that will promote
safer streets and neighborhoods.

My background as a small business owner, a real estate investor and developer gives me added
perspectives on issues facing the city. | have also taught in the public schools in Pasadena for ten years
and served on numerous non-profit boards that provide children health services. This has given me a great
appreciation for the value and importance of a good education, in terms of academics, socialization and
character development.

The only way we are going to get out of this near decade-long of deficit spending is to cut costs back to the
level that revenues can sustain. We must restore the fundamental principal of "pay-as-you-go". The city
council is the ultimate steward of the public's money and it has lost sight of its due diligence to be the
protector. Bruce Philpottd

LAPD Chief Bratton talks about crime in the Wall Street Journal

The recession has been here since December 2007

Cities cut back, expecting shortfalls Salaries, jobs; services face the chopping block By Marisol Bello USA TODAY

RULES & REGS: Stalled National Green Building Standard Moves Forward; Third Round of Public
Comments Expected Early Next Year Washington, D.C.0 Proposed Standard 189.1P: Standard for the Design of
High-Performance Green Buildings, Except Low-Rise Residential Buildings (SPC 189.1P), which will apply to all
buildings that are four stories and higher, is being created by ASHRAE (American Society of Heating, Refrigerating
and Air-Conditioning Engineers), the Illuminating Engineering Society of North America (IESNA), and the United
States Green Building Council (USGBC).

From Vanguard of Davis: Paradigm Shift: A Bold New Plan for Davis

During the course of the last Davis City Council campaign, one of the big debates was the extent to which Davis
needs more housing. The argument from the pro-development candidates was always that we do not have enough
housing to fill our internal needs. For them, we needed more student housing because of a large number of
students who do not reside in Davis, we need more faculty and workforce housing, and we need more senior
housing. To them this means we need developments like Nishi and Covell Village. FULL ARTICLE

By Jon Coupal Howard Jarvis Taxpayer Association: If Abraham Lincoln were delivering his Gettysburg
Address today, he might feel compelled to conclude, "... that government for the government shall not perish from
this earth." He was "Honest Abe" after all. Let's take a look at how Sacramento really operates.

Those in power in the Capitol -- as well as many local politicians -- make skillful use of those who rely on
government services to advance their spending agenda. They use children, the disabled, the elderly, and others
who appear vulnerable, to justify increasing taxes. When reasonable arguments are made that higher taxes in an
already high-tax state could lead to fiscal ruin and less for everyone, politicians and bureaucrats use these
dependent classes as human shields.

According to the US Census Bureau, California has the highest paid public employees in the nation. Additionally,
our state has the highest paid Legislature. And it is not an exaggeration to say that, for these folks, the number one
priority of governing is taking care of state employees, lawmakers and their friends. In short, they look after
themselves. Click here for the full article.
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http://sbk.online.wsj.com/article/SB122791606618265561.html
http://sbk.online.wsj.com/article/SB122791606618265561.html
http://sbk.online.wsj.com/article/SB122791606618265561.html
http://www.commercialpropertynews.com/cpn/content_display/finance/investment-banking/e3i72ce5cb5941da1cd8811c4f488b5a865
http://www.usatoday.com/printedition/news/20081201/1acities_st.art.htm
http://links.mkt1467.com/ctt?kn=25&m=30631000&r=MTMwNzAzMzQwOAS2&b=0&j=NDM0OTUzMzAS1&mt=1&rt=0
http://links.mkt1467.com/ctt?kn=25&m=30631000&r=MTMwNzAzMzQwOAS2&b=0&j=NDM0OTUzMzAS1&mt=1&rt=0
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001Q_tqypGAx5y9Qmhdx6lMRJMhYS2oXlKYvlj_3aYdb9P0YESeGDKkYWvoEIQX71F7RQeyuMZuESsOWrFT38JIg5HwCOP1qsXdd8VrpqU6LJ_GcaY76pkdSiZcZcd2tph6sOB_v4bSpiY8roBKPp8dLKNX5FUwbhV-I7RDyANrqYNozx3LJ3SPqUy2GECjNA2CP2zAZOXfGSo=
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001Q_tqypGAx5y9Qmhdx6lMRJMhYS2oXlKYvlj_3aYdb9P0YESeGDKkYWvoEIQX71F7RQeyuMZuESsOWrFT38JIg5HwCOP1qsXdd8VrpqU6LJ_GcaY76pkdSiZcZcd2tph6sOB_v4bSpiY8roBKPp8dLKNX5FUwbhV-I7RDyANrqYNozx3LJ3SPqUy2GECjNA2CP2zAZOXfGSo=
http://www.ocregister.com/articles/limits-state-politicians-2245281-term-board

LINKS Click here for Vanguard Archives by Hal Weber-- Open Government Guide www.vanguardians.org

Global Incident Map updated every 5 minutes  ZIPskinny - Get the Skinny on that ZIP Vanguard in the Daily News
The Glendale California 100K Club Vanguard Weekly News Archive

"Glendale Mayor Drayman and his acolytes" by vanmguardians

Click to view the agenda City Council Housing Authority Redevelopment Agency

Monday, December 8

Special Meeting i Historical Preservation Commission i 2:00 pm, Room 105, MSB 633 E. Broadway, Glendale. 548-2140
Glendale Commission on the Status of Women i 6:30 pm, Council Chambers, City Hall, 613 E. Broadway, Glendale. 548-4844

Tuesday, December 9
2:30 pm -- Glendale Housing Authority, Glendale Redevelopment Agency
6:00 pm Glendale City Council --, City Council Chambers, City Hall, 613 E. Broadway, Glendale. 548-4844

2008 CAFRIin part

Wednesday, December 10
Zoning Administrator's Hearing -- 9:30 am, Municipal Services Building, Room 105, 633 E. Broadway, Glendale. 548-2140
Civil Service Commission i 5:00 pm, City Council Chambers, City Hall, 613 E. Broadway, Glendale. 548-2110

Thursday, December 11
Glendale Design Review Board #2 -- 5:00 pm, Municipal Services Building, Room 105, 633 E. Broadway, Glendale. 548-2140

oy
3 Public Information

Issues before the FPPC at the 12-11-08 meeting

7. In the Matter of League of California Cities (Non-Public Funds), FPPC No. 07/291. Staff: Staff Counsel IV
Melodee A. Mathay and Supervising Investigator Dennis Pellén. On October 31, 2006, Respondent League of
California Cities (Non-Public Funds), a major donor committee, failed to timely disclose an $850,000 late
contribution in a late contribution report, in violation of Government Code Sections 84203, subdivision (a) and
84605, subdivision (a) (1 count). Total Proposed Penalty: $5,000.

17. Adoption of Proposed Requlation 18420.1 7 Expenditures by Governmental Agencies for
Communications about a Ballot Measure. Staff: Commission Counsel Brian G. Lau and General Counsel Scott
Hallabrin. Staff proposes clarifying that a payment of public funds by a governmental agency for a communication
to voters about a ballot measure is an expenditure under the Act unless the communication provides a fair and
impartial presentation of facts or the communication is otherwise permitted or required by law.

City Attorney Howard had this comment: Although never treated as an "expenditure" under FPPC rules, we have
always preached that a public agency can only spend public monies on informational materials regarding ballot
measures pursuant to Stanson v. Mott. A case currently before the Supreme Court which deals with information
which went out as part of a staff report in a published council agenda included information which a plaintiff (Vargas)
asserted was an improper expenditure of public funds to advocate for or against a ballot measure. According to my
knowledge, the Supreme Court has yet to rule on the matter. All that said, the proposed amendment will not alter
what our advice has been (no public expenditure to advocate for or against a ballot measure - adoption of a
resolution supporting or opposing a measure or legislation is not considered an expenditure). What is considered
advocacy vs informational is currently an issue before the Supreme Court in Vargas v. City of Salinas. Some
believe that staff reports and other information which describe the impacts of a measure is "advocacy", while others
assert that it is only informational. In Vargas the court of appeal found that the material was informational. In other
words, the distinction between what is informational and what is advocacy has been and continues to be the
subject of debate.

A public record request: The City provides take home vehicles for certain staff members. Please provide
documents showing the mileage driven and fuel consumption of those vehicles for the period of January 1, 2008
through and including September 30, 2008. Provide copies of accident reports and repair costs for any of those
vehicles that were involved in collisions.
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http://www.opengovernmentinglendalecalifornia.org/
http://www.rcfp.org/ogg/index.php?op=browse&state=CA
http://www.vanguardians.org/
http://www.globalincidentmap.com/home.php
http://zipskinny.com/
http://www.insidesocal.com/east/politics/
http://www.opengovernmentinglendalecalifornia.org/The%20Glendale%20California%20100K%20Club.htm
http://www.opengovernmentinglendalecalifornia.org/Archive%20of%20Recent%20Vanguard%20Newsletters.htm
http://www.opengovernmentinglendalecalifornia.org/Archive%20of%20Recent%20Vanguard%20Newsletters.htm
http://www.opengovernmentinglendalecalifornia.org/Archive%20of%20Recent%20Vanguard%20Newsletters.htm
http://www.opengovernmentinglendalecalifornia.org/Archive%20of%20Recent%20Vanguard%20Newsletters.htm
http://www.ci.glendale.ca.us/agenda.asp?OrganizationID=4
http://www.ci.glendale.ca.us/agenda.asp?OrganizationID=37
http://www.ci.glendale.ca.us/agenda.asp?OrganizationID=176
http://www.ci.glendale.ca.us/government/council_packets/Reports_120908/CAFR_YE063008.pdf
http://www.fppc.ca.gov/agendas/12-08/18420.1memo.pdf

A request for the 2008 CAFR was sent to the Director of Finance --- here is the response from the CA:

Your email was forwarded to this office for response. You may find a copy of the CAFR attached to the December
9 agenda packet at:

http://www.ci.glendale.ca.us/government/council _packets/Reports 120908/CAFR_YE063008.pdf .

Please direct ALL future requests for records through the means you normally utilize, so that we can ensure that
you get an appropriate and timely response.

The CAFRwasndédt attached to the Council packet | piclkBAd up t

4 Vanguardians

Wanted: Young Volunteer Writers to interview candidates for elected office and write a series for Vanguard.

@)

@ VANGUARDIANS

Please makec he c ks p aWANGBUARDIANBO i
Mail to: POB 11202 Glendale, CA 91226
Contributions are tax deductible T You will receive a receipt for income tax purposes

=
info@vanguardians.org to subscribe to the Weekly News on issues that impact Glendale. The media with a voice; the organization that

gets results you want; we encourage and support advocacy, involvement and engagement with government.e 2008

Vanguard is intended for personal use by recipient and for waiandismg wi th
501C3 charitable non-profit corporation Contributions are tax deductible. Vanguardians does not use commercial fundraisers. To ensure

you receive Vanguard, please add our email addresses info@vanguardians.org, and ba@fieldworks.net - to your address book or Internet

Service Provider safe list. Annual subscription for email $50, by US Mail $75, Newsstand $2 per issue Copyrighted materials used with

permission.

5 l lthe Insiderisa digest of information from city employees that care about the way the City is run. As they

are concerned about retaliation, Vanguard provides them the opportunity to have this forum. Their identities are
kept confidential. The comments are their own.

Starbird and Adams have a meeting scheduled regarding "Succession planning for Police." Could it be that he is
finally leaving?

The City had scheduled all of the Council members and several Civil Service Commissioners for depositions
regarding a retaliation lawsduit filed against it, but canceled them at the last minute.

The City is proceeding with depositions in the lawsuit regarding the construction of the MSB retro fit.

(Amazing the amount of money the City spends on lawsuits, Scott Howard has amazing powers of persuasion with
the Council to get such an unlimited budget.)

Next week Public Works managers are having a mandatory training because of all of the personnel problems
occurring throughout the Department.

Poor management has reduced productivity in PW and GWP and the current management is not equipped to
handle it. That is why the City hires so many consultants.

Comments that City management is not concerned about the accuracy of reports to Commissions and the Council

is on the money. Managersareselect ed on their ability to fAisello a desired
information so that the Council or Commission can make an informed decision. A close look at most presentation

will find discrepancies between what is told at the hearing and the true facts. Most Commissioners and Council

members will have been briefed in a one on one basis before the matter is vetted in public. It is considered prudent

to know the outcome before it is presented.
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http://www.ci.glendale.ca.us/government/council_packets/Reports_120908/CAFR_YE063008.pdf
mailto:info@vanguardians.org
mailto:Vanguard1@charter.net

6 Humor

WE HAVE
A REPORT
OF A FENDER

78 OUdgEr3lormore)
done if W didnt have

'TOLETﬂEPUbI
(\OOPE’ON\UC

$EcMETEﬁ

Glendale maintains an open

THIS IS THE POLICE.
We HAVE YOU COMPLETELY and transparent government
SURROUNDED. COME OUT while it looks for more revenue

7 « For Candidates Only: Send us your web site information

A

Employment Growth (2,181,000) D-
Market Intelligence

Wl RS 6.5% c- WWW.hwmarketintelli.qence.com | 800.639.3777

555 Anton Blvd, Suite 950 | Costa Mesa, CA

92626

Real GDP Growth (0.5%) F

Consumer Confidence 44.9 F

Purchase Mortgage Applications 361.1 F

Mortgage Rates 6.04% A+

Median Price Existing Home $183,300

Existing Home Sales 4,980,000 C

Existing Home Inventory 4,234,220

Existing Home Affordability 58.2% A-

Median Price New Home $218,000 F

New Home Sales 433,000 F

New Home Inventory 385,000 F

New Home Affordability Ratio 50.8% A-
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http://newsletters.cmail5.com/t/y/l/dlttlj/thewhlk/d
http://newsletters.cmail5.com/t/y/l/dlttlj/thewhlk/h
http://newsletters.cmail5.com/t/y/l/dlttlj/thewhlk/k
http://newsletters.cmail5.com/t/y/l/dlttlj/thewhlk/u
http://newsletters.cmail5.com/t/y/l/dlttlj/thewhlk/o
http://newsletters.cmail5.com/t/y/l/dlttlj/thewhlk/b
http://newsletters.cmail5.com/t/y/l/dlttlj/thewhlk/n
http://newsletters.cmail5.com/t/y/l/dlttlj/thewhlk/p
http://newsletters.cmail5.com/t/y/l/dlttlj/thewhlk/x
http://newsletters.cmail5.com/t/y/l/dlttlj/thewhlk/m
http://newsletters.cmail5.com/t/y/l/dlttlj/thewhlk/c
http://newsletters.cmail5.com/t/y/l/dlttlj/thewhlk/q
http://newsletters.cmail5.com/t/y/l/dlttlj/thewhlk/a
http://newsletters.cmail5.com/t/y/l/dlttlj/thewhlk/f

FPPC Announcement: (Form 410) its principal officer or officers as defined in FPPC Regulation 18402.1, which
goes into effect January 1, 2009.

Existing committees that have not previously identified their principal officer(s), as defined by FPPC Regulation
18402.1, must amend their Form 410 no later than January 12, 2009, to disclose this information. An
amendment is required if a Form 410 currently on file for a committee does not identify principal officers or

if the principal officers listed on the Form 410 are not current. No amendment is required for committees that
have previously designated their principal officers, provided that information is current and accurate. The
requirement to identify principal officers does not apply to committees controlled by a state or local candidate.
Each committee must identify at least one principal officer. If the treasurer is the only principal officer of the
committee, the treasurer must be identified as both the principal officer and the treasurer. However, it is not
necessary to list the treasurer as a principal officer if another principal officer is identified. A committee with
three or fewer principal officers must identify all individuals. A committee with more than three principal

officers must designate no fewer than three individuals.

Who is a Principal Officer? A principal officer is the individual(s) primarily responsible for approving

the committee® political activity. This includes, but is not limited to, the following activities: authorizing the
content of the committee® communications; authorizing expenditures, including contributions; and determining
the committee® campaign strategy.
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