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STARBIRD PERFORMANCE EVALUATION 

Vanguardians Purpose:  To Inform, Educate, & Motivate for Involvement, Engagement & Advocacy 

 

Alonzo        Kraft 

WELCOME TO VANGUARDIANS TWO NEWEST BOARD MEMBERS: 

 Francisco Alonzo, former Mayor/Councilmember of the City of 
Monterey Park, CA. Mr. Alonzo is our Senior Advisor on Local 
Government Issues  

 Dr. John Kraft, former candidate for California State Insurance 
Commissioner. Dr. Kraft is our Legislative Liaison 

 

DID QUINTERO REPORT OR RETURN? Back in 2007 there was a shopping center show in Las Vegas. Elected 

officials, Frank Quintero, John Drayman, Ara Najarian and Bob Yousefian attended and enjoyed lavish dinners that 
were in excess of the gift limits. Bob Yousefian brought it up at a public Council meeting and said that he would 
return the value of the dinners by a check delivered to the City Attorney for transmittal to the benefactor. Ara 
Najarian said, ―Me to‖. Frank Quintero was mum. A query to City Attorney Howard about the refund of the dinners 
that were consumed has not been responded to. Rodney Khan wasn‘t returning calls about this subject and then 
wanted to know why we would be looking into the reimbursement of a two-year old issue. 

Mr. Najarian was going to return a gift from Caruso Affiliates and it sat under his desk beyond the period for 
return, Vanguard was told by a City Hall worker who requested anonymity, and then it disappeared. 

There are other issues that involve John Drayman and Frank Quintero allegedly taking money from 
interested parties and voting on issues involving those interested parties in the Housing and Redevelopment 
meetings. 
 

WAITERS AND CAB DRIVERS INVEST IN GLENDALE: Vanguard salutes all the waiters and cab drivers who 

have taken a financial interest in City elections as they have supported many candidates for election by making 
contributions to their campaign accounts instead of voting. Our sources at the FPPC tell us that the Commission 
will become more aggressive in searching for campaign finance violations. 
 

IS $9000 ENOUGH? Thursday the 10
th
, the Fair Political Practices Commission will meet to decide whether to 

accept, reject or modify the proposed $9000 penalty assessed against CCM Weaver for violations of the Political 
Reform Act. Weaver has been involved in many questionable activities. Retirees in the Police Department brought 
up issues involving Weaver. He obtained money from several sources for his nonprofit and to date there is no IRS 
filing showing that money. A loan from a community member was never reported. There is much more. The 
question now is who will pay the $9K? Caruso, Gangi, his $250,000 line of credit, the city or his campaign fund? Of 
course there are attorney fees, the first of which was only $2,500.  
 

WEAVER LOVES ATTENTION…EVEN THAT OF THE IRS: David Small, the keeper of the records for Council 

member Weaver‘s business, Dreaming of Roses, Inc., refused to provide a copy of the IRS Form 990 to a reporter 
claiming it was confidential. According to the IRS:  

What should you do if a § 501(c) organization will not let you see its Form 990 returns?  
Write to the IRS Customer Service. Provide the name and address of the organization that refuses to allow 
public inspection or provide copies of its return, and request that the return be made available for public 
inspection. The Tax Exempt/Governmental Entities Division of the IRS will contact the organization and arrange 

a time during which the return may be inspected. If the organization fails to provide the return at the agreed 
upon time, statutory penalties will start to be assessed. 
 

Vanguard 
News Service Vol V 

Week of December 6, 2009 
www.vanguardians.orgUH  

818 243 1502 

―Accountability”  

The Government Watchdog 

Learning from the past is our 
responsibility 

 
Enhancing the present is our mission 

 
Providing for a better future is our 

vision 

 

http://www.vanguardians.orgu/


2 

INSIDERS ARE WORRIED ABOUT DEVELOPERS LIKE GANGI, GREGG, CARUSO AND OTHERS HAVING SLEEPLESS 

NIGHTS. 

 

VANGUARDIANS WISH BOB MCFALL A SPEEDY RECOVERY FROM HIS SURGERY 

 
Vanguardians is expanding into other communities. If you know people who want accountable government in their 
area, ask them to call Barry Allen at 818 243 1502 

December 11 FRIDAY BUSINESS BREAKFAST  
SEE YOU AT FOXYôS AT 7AM WITH A DISCUSSION ON FIGHTING CORRUPTION 

  
Vanguard is published independently by Vanguardians, Inc. Advocating for Accountability– Our vision is to live in a community where all 
people can enjoy accountability, integrity, effectiveness and responsiveness from our government.  

   .   

WE HEARD WHAT HE SAID BUT HAVE NO IDEA WHAT HE MEANT – POLITICIANS’ DOUBLESPEAK 

The staff comments portion of Tuesday‘s meeting went from casual to serious rather quickly as 
Council Member Ara Najarian brought up the recommendation by the FPPC (Fair Political Practices 
Commission) staff that Dave Weaver be fined $9000 for violating the Political Reform Act. The FPPC 
recently determined that Dave Weaver violated election rules and the Political Reform Act by 
accepting cash donations of over $100 for his campaign for City Council in 2005. Weaver also violated 
the Act by not keeping proper campaign finance records. Barry Allen had filed the complaint in 2004 

and Allen was very public about the charges he was bringing against Weaver.  The Commission will review the 
suggested fine and make a final decision on December 10

th
, 2009.  

 Najarian claimed he didn‘t know anymore than ―What the paper had put forth‖ about the complaint and 
went on to state that he was very disappointed by the findings, and that, upon reading the news, he wondered what 
he should do as a council member. His pondering led him in two opposite directions – if he 
were to remain silent, it would mean he was condoning Weaver‘s actions, but the opposite of 
that, would be to demand for his resignation, and that was something he said, only the voters 
could do. Najarian closed by apologizing on Weaver‘s behalf and the Councils‘ as Weaver 
represents the entire body, and thus, they represent him. Drayman hastily declined to 
comment, while a squirmy Mayor Frank Quintero squeezed in one simple, albeit confusing 
sentence right after a big thank you to the firefighters who put out the warehouse blaze, ―I 
guess, on behalf of the entire city council I would assume we are all disappointed with the 
FPPC ruling…okay, next please.‖  

One has to wonder if he was upset with the actions of Weaver or the actions of the 
FPPC staff over the fine, or both. It seems, regardless of his true intent, his speedy statement 
was less than gracious and held zero gravitas the situation demanded. Najarian played it 
perfectly like a true politician, hemming and hawing over the parameters of his civic duty in a 
time of such moral turpitude.  

Drayman, as aware as anyone (save for Laura Friedman as she was not elected onto the council until 
2009) of the charges against Weaver, was one of the CCMs who had no problem nominating and eventually voting 
Weaver onto the Airport commission back in May of 2009. This is where Drayman‘s eye rolling needs to cease. 
Obviously, the complaint filed wasn‘t made to defame, as Weaver and his colleagues always suggested, rather the 
complainer, Barry Allen, this publication‘s head, dug deep. He did his P.I. work and trusted his instincts about 
Weaver‘s character and perhaps Frank Quintero should have squeezed in just one more thank you for Allen – no 
points lost if it came after the one he gave to the Warehouse-blaze firefighters. 

Regardless of what Quintero or Najarian‘s comments actually meant on the ruling thus far, there should be 
more than one eyebrow raised over the fact that the thing used to get Weaver onto the council, is the same thing 
that might allow him to stay. Though the voters will hopefully speak out in 2011 if Weaver does in fact, decide to 
run, the Commission, and more importantly (and symbolically), the Council needs to throw Weaver out on the basis 
of zero tolerance. Najarian can apologize all he wants, but ultimately, if the voters only get to ―speak‖ every couple 
years, it is up to the governing body, in the interim, to be the voice of the people who chose them. 

   LAUREL MILLER   
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1 You may agree or disagree with the views below. Feel free to comment on them. 

From the Publisheré  PRISON TOWN 

There is a town in upper New York State. It is a town that has a State Prison. When the State 
of New York was planning on decriminalizing certain crimes such as prostitution, 
recreational drug use, lesser misdemeaners and political corruption the folks in that town 
railed against such a rollback of criminal laws.  

 The same people that fought hard to keep a State Prison out of their neighborhood 
because of the criminals that prison would bring now were fighting to keep it. 
 Because of the prison, the local economy was vibrant. The stores and residents 
prospered. Employment was high as many of the „Correctional Officers‟ and other high salary 
and overtime prison workers lived in town. The fear was that if the prison closed so would 
their economy. They were looking at making more issues criminal so the prison could 
expand; they looked at how they could accept prisoners from other jurisdictions to continue to prosper.  
 They feared how to reinvent themselves into new industries and become productive without being 
punitive. They wanted to increase the types of crimes to guarantee their prison would continue to be a 
source of prosperity. 

COMPLAINTS FILED FOR EGREGIOUS BEHAVIOR 

Vanguardians has filed a number of complaints with various outside administrative and investigative 
agencies about the conduct of local officials for what we believe to be violations of the laws they are 
required to follow. We file with County, State and Federal authorities, not local ones because they may 
well be a part of the enterprise. Sometimes these issues are brought to the attention of the public by 
means of Oral Communications in front of the local jurisdictionsô legislative body, 
 In October, 2004, after bringing to the attention of the Glendale City Council about what we believed 
to be (and what the FPPC corroborated) serious violations of the Political Reform Act of 1974 by Council 
member/Mayor Dave Weaver, I filed a complaint with the FPPC. Weaver of course could have taken that 
warning seriously and amended his legally required filings. His choice was to do as he had always done. 
He knew that people feared his mighty power and authority.   
 After researchng the matter and filing a verified complaint (I wonôt go 
into the minutiae of the complaint), the FPPC sent an investigator to meet me 
and discuss the evidence and how it was obtained. At that meeting and 
subsequent contacts, I provided more corroborative documents. Some of 
those documents demonstrated the possibility of violations that were under 
the purview of other agencies. Those were forwarded to the respective 
agencies. 
 As the years wore on Weaver was gaining the sobriquet of óTeflonô as he was apparently impervious 
to being caught. Quintero railed against Weaver when I brought forth the information about his new 
nonprofit in which he received behest payments made by Caruso ($10K), Nathanson for Charter and 
Verdugo Gardens ($10K), Silver ï Eagle Group ($5K) and Glendaleôs own Water & Power for $5K. The 
members of the Glendale Rose Float Associoation came to me and a Council member complaining about 
Weaver. They were invited to express their concerns publicly instead they came up with platitudes and 
then, outside of the Chambers they expressed appologies to the Council member and me for backing 
down out of fear for what Weaver told them. 
 During the 2005 election Weaver told a merchant to take down a campaign sign from another 
candidate and put his up, óor elseô. I interviewed that person and was told that he didnôt want to cross an 
elected official. 
 When I received the IRS file on Weaverôs Dreaming of Roses, I reviewed it and found three pagesô 
worth of factual errors. 
 There is so much more but it takes time and money to make sure our officials have clean hands. 
Mayor Quintero paints Vanguard as owing money to the Thompsons for their unsuccessful challenge of a 
suit against them by a local business. The matter is closed, with a check to their attorney. But deflection 
and transference is what Quintero is about. When we all standup against bullying the City of Glendale will 
be better off. When the truth is told about finances we will all be better off. When the residents are treated 
as beneficiaries rather than benefactors, we will be better off. When our officials are above reproach, we 
will all be better off. 
 The Council at this time has chosen to do nothing about Mr. Weaverôs actions. ñLeave it to the 
voters,ò said Najarian who made thousands of Robocalls during the 2007 election in support of Weaver. 
Yet the Council censured former Council member Yousefian for speaking the truth about the 
machinations in the Planning Department because no one speaks badly about City Manager Starbirdôs 
staff. If you recall, Starbird banned Weaver from City Hall except on Tuesdays after the second bout of 
sexual harassment of the CMs personal staff. 
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 As Weaver is the Dean of the Council, serving since the last century, his colleagues may  fear his 
órolling overô as part of the penalty bargain as he is privy to many secrets. 
 Mr. Weaver is just the tip of one of many icebergs.   
Mayor Quinteroôs vague comment. “We are all disappointed in the FPPC ruling,‖ could mean many things 
including that Quintero condones Weavers‟ illegal activities.  BARRY ALLEN 
 

Coming:    Deifying Public Safety; Divide & Conquer; To use a JD word…‘dumbheaded‘; TSA = Socialism 

 
The four stages of Vanguardians “First they ignore you, then they laugh at you, then they fight you, then you win.” 

Mahatma Gandhi describing the stages of establishment resistance to a winning strategy of nonviolent advocacy 
 

"The American Republic will endure until the day Congress discovers that it can bribe the public with the public's money" - 
Alexis de Tocqueville 
 
Insanity: doing the same thing over and over again and expecting different results. Albert Einstein 

 

COMMENTARY: THE CITY MANAGER'S SCORECARD - A REFLECTION OF THE STATE OF THE CITY 

PART 1 OF 2 

If local communities could come together to develop a common vision on the future of their city based on shared values, they 
could then set about defining them and measure progress periodically to achieve them. 
When those values are not clearly spelled out, we can't develop a budget that will support them. As such, we 
can't hire a city manager that will direct his efforts to accomplish them. Instead, his focus will be subject to the 
pressures of the day, or the influences of the month.  

In 2000, 2001 and 2002 three documents stand out as living proof of the direction the community 
wanted. The city staff that participated in the creation of these documents demonstrated their dedication to 

public service. Those three documents were, the Blue Ribbon Report on the State of Parks and Open Space, the Status of 
Youth in Glendale, and the Quality of Life Indicators (QoL.)  

What is to me an astonishing outcome is that neither the city council nor the city manager established any firm 
commitment towards achieving the goals set out on the first two documents, and virtually ignored the QoL indicators as a core 
document from which to create policy.  

City manager Starbird has been at the helm for eleven years. During that time, the Glendale city budget has more than 
doubled, the debt of the city has tripled; with electric rates among the highest in California create an unsustainable financial 
burden on the stakeholders and the city's schools. 

Perhaps some, if not most, of the results or lack of progress to solving the city's 
challenges are the result of the city councilmen we've elected to office. But clearly not all the 
problems can be pinned on them. The influence is bi-directional. That is why an annual assessment 
of the city manager is so essential. 

Last Tuesday, the city council took on the task of evaluating the city manager, an essential 
task not performed in more than four years and perhaps only the second time in Starbird's eleven 
years at the helm. Was the city council up to the task? Should the evaluation have been postponed 
for the latest release of the 2009 CAFR due later this month? 
 Other cities that hold annual performance evaluations have standardized the criteria to 
evaluate a city manager, but there is a vast gray area where politics and administration meet where the city manager is only 
partially accountable.  

City employee unions play in the political arena limiting the role of the city manager in controlling pay and pension 
issues that ultimately impacts the city budget. Major stakeholders such as big land developers also have a significant role in 
their impact on urban planning irrespective of the role the city manager plays. Their influence goes directly to individual 
councilmen.  

Irrespective of these other influencing entities, the city manager has a huge impact in the direction a city takes towards 
improving the quality of life of its residents, control toward its finances, and responsiveness to the residents. A key indicator of 
his efficacy is in the selection of top departmental directors and the performance of their departments. Here is a partial summary 
and evaluation. The grading is not directed at each departmental performance, but rather at the role the city manager has 
played in their performance, direction, and accountability. 
 
Police (D) 

Jim Starbird has the final approval in the selection of department heads. Their careful selection and effectiveness is a 
testament of the key staffing role the city manager plays. Police and fire departments now consume a much greater and 
disproportionate share of the general fund that they did eleven years ago. Is the city better off now? 

The major reductions in crime for violent crimes took place began 1996. The downward trend for property crime started 
in 1990 and continued through to 2004. It has then remained stagnant despite major infusion of money in both personnel and 
total salaries and benefits. City manager Starbird selected Chief Adams despite objections from some city councilmen. The ex-
chief‘s tenure was marked by a continuation of lawsuits by police personnel on charges of discrimination and various forms of 
harassment. Losses to the city amount to millions of dollars. Throughout Chief Adam's term, no periodic results on effectiveness 
were ever presented to the city council, and where it not for outside evaluation of the city's safety, we wouldn't have known 
about the dismal state of pedestrian safety. Chief Adams' selection now appears to have been more political than managerial.  
  
Summary Results: Exponential increase in costs of policing. Few gains in the reduction of crime. High internal discontent of 

personnel. Expensive lawsuits by internal staff, no major policy direction or performance objectives to reduce crime.  
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Fire (C) 

Higher escalating costs for fire prevention, fire fighting and paramedic service demonstrate a lack of cost control and a 
burden on the city's general fund that is clearly unsustainable. Though here is a gray area of influence as councilmen, 
themselves, are influenced politically by the Fire Fighter's Association. Nonetheless, performance measures should stand 
independently as a direct responsibility of the city manager. 

Trends in fire prevention such as fewer structural fires are a combined result of fire department policies and training 
along with building and safety policies and enforcement. A combined study of these departments and periodic results of those 
performances would shed light on the city manager‘s managerial acumen. But such periodic reports, to my knowledge have not 
been presented to the public. The number of structural fires, though very few, remain virtually unchanged. False alarms, a huge 
waste of resources remain near the 90% level for all calls without policies to abate them. 

Responses to wild brush fires appear to stand out for efficacy and the prevention efforts with brush clearing stand out 
as for their significant effectiveness. Cooperation and coordination with other departments in their mutual aid arrangement bring 
are examples of good planning and execution.  
  
Emergency Medical Service and Emergency preparedness (D) 

Only until 2008 was the emergency preparedness plan completed given the national focus since 9/11/2001 of the need 
for such a comprehensive plan and city-wide preparation, the report is not only late in coming, it lacks comprehensive evaluation 
of the city‘s ability to cope with disasters of various magnitudes. Cooperation and communications with other agencies has 
improved, but comprehensive preparation with communities and residents is minimal.  

The city manager‘s tenure started with the transition to the government-run FD paramedic program under the 
justification of improved services and revenue streams. Improved survivability statistics have not been developed, to my 
knowledge, but costs have grown exponentially. This program had no cost burden to the city throughout the 1990's and now 
exceed three million a year and climbing. The GFD does not report on their efficacy in survivability of stroke or heart attack 
victims. Other cities do. The current evaluation of performance based solely on the number of incidences is an indicator that 
best practices are often not adopted in the city. That is clearly a lack of leadership and lack of focus towards continual 
improvement.  

Involvement of local population in emergency preparedness has been started, but the scope and training and capability 
of this new resource remain cloudy.  
 
Crisis Management (D) 

Weather related incidents are handled effectively though analyses of the causes remain generally obscure. Only the 
lawsuits that follow give us a glimpse of policy that has gone awry or preventive measures that should have been in place. The 
train derailment appears to have been executed with diligence and great concern. What we don't have is the operational results 
that may have created obstacles, such as the average distance traveled and the average time to deliver the injured to 
emergency hospitals. 

The water crisis formalized in June of 2007 demonstrated little in terms of effective, tangible results for nearly two 
years. Other than some advertising, there was little effective direction to achieve best and most effective practices. The crisis 
was in name only. 

Infrastructure (D) 

Capital improvements do not appear to follow clearly defined plans. Though 10-year plans go back to the early tenure 
of the city manager, we find that the budget figures do not flow up from the infrastructure needs. It appears to be the reverse. 
Other more salient expenditures like payroll and benefits drive the budget while the infrastructure gets whatever remains of the 
revenues.  

A clear example of that is the emergency situation with the reservoir pump replacement in January 2007. The water 
utility funds were nearly exhausted (Only 1.5 million dollars remained.) The city‘s written policy is for pay-as-you go capital 
improvements. That‘s now changed to borrowing and bond issuing as the main financing means for capital improvements.  

The current state of infrastructure - water mains, pumps, valves, reservoirs, sewers,  transmission lines, transformers, 
power generation equipment, roads, sidewalks – do not form the bases of the budget creation process but are, rather, at the 
periphery. The age of the infrastructure is rarely communicated to the public nor do they become a key topic of discussion 
during the budget study sessions. 

GWP reports on the aging state of water mains and power generating facilities are well past their expected life span. 
Roads and sidewalks will take years of repair at current levels before reaching acceptable standards, yet they remain severely 
underfunded. Reserves, sinking funds and other long-term capital objectives such as Pay-as-you-go have been diluted as those 
funds have been transferred to unsustainable payroll and benefit increases of the general fund. The city is finally addressing 
those policy decisions, but the lack of fiscal restraint on pay and benefits has forced the city into financing through bonds, a 
policy not in line with the city's historical goals of building reserves first to finance capital projects.  
 
Finance (C) 

Financial trends are generally not presented in the financial reports or analyses. Multi-year charts that were the 
standard in the 1990s no longer have the same multi-year comparisons since Mr. Starbird came into office. Both the city budget 
and CAFR documents are getting bulkier but less informative. Trends in the city‘s indebtedness, unfunded obligations, and 
expenditure growth by department are absent from discussions yet they are growing nearly exponentially. 

Leading indicators on the sources of funds do not play a prominent role in planning. Evaluations of regional economic 
trends do not seem to play a prominent role in planning of revenues streams. When they do, only the rosy projections form the 
basis for financial planning. As a result, the city locks itself into unsustainable long-term financial obligations that can only be 
balanced through increased taxation and fee increases. (Example: four-year union contracts) 
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The last time the CAFR was completed in three months or less was in 1998. Millions of investment dollars into financial 
software systems have not resulted into more timely reports or more frequent, timely, or periodic evaluations of the financial 
state of the city.  

Clear performance objectives are generally not a part of the discussion of expenditures. But on other basic comparative 
measures, revenue increases vs. wages and benefit increases, the city has consistently exceeded expenses over core tax 
revenue. The increase burden is now transferred from utility fees and augmented by long-term obligations. 
 
Summary 

The city manager's position needs to become more managerial and less politicized. That's why I encourage Council 
member Friedman's call for an annual retreat to re-establish the values to which the city must adhere, establish clear goals that 
address the community objectives, control the run-away expenditures, create a model for change, align the budget to those 
objectives and make all city departments and their directors accountable to results every year.  
 
   
Part 1
Police (D) 
Fire (C) 
Emergency Medical Service (D) 
Emergency preparedness (D) 
Crisis Management (C) 
Infrastructure (D) 
Finance (C) 
 

Part 2 
Human Resources (D-) 
Diversity (F) 
Public participation and communications (D) 
Capital projects (C-) 
Redevelopment (D) 
Strategic Planning (D)  

 

HERBERT MOLANO 

 
From An Old Friend that dug through the archives to find this gem… 

CITIES FACING FINANCIAL TROUBLES OF HISTORIC PROPORTIONS 
In order to grasp the kind of financial mess many cities in the region are faced with, I have focused on three 

neighboring municipalities in Los Angeles County: Burbank, Glendale and Pasadena.    
There is good reason why executive and elected management of cities are 

unresponsive to recent academic writings that warn of financial dark days ahead. They are 
acting no differently than private corporations like AIG, Citigroup and others who kept the 
building financial disaster under wraps for as long as they could – always appearing calm and 
collected in front of the press, right up to the end. Don‘t expect cities to act any differently.  

Cities, like private corporations, compete with each other for business and want to 
display a public appearance that is positive and attractive, just like the big boys in the private 
sector. Because cities are required to balance their General Fund Accounts only, they do so by transferring large 
amounts of money into the General Fund, giving the appearance that it and the cities‘ financial picture are balanced 
and sound. The rest of the annual budget that is four times the size of the General Fund account in the three cities 
is never addressed in open council sessions. It simply would not serve their purpose. Home values rise and fall by 
people‘s perception of cities and any adverse publicity about dire municipal financial problems might dissuade 
some, fearing impending higher taxes of all sorts. Cities‘ attitude is deal with the individual fiscal year General Fund 
Budget only and don‘t probe any deeper.  

in millions  $ Revenues Expenditures

  
Deficit Bond 

Debt 

Burbank   
(pop 98,000) 

  

$986              $1,017                      ($31)            $139 

 

Glendale   
 (pop 207,000) 

 

1,176                1,376                       (200)             305 

 

Pasadena   
 (pop 142,000) 

 

1,474                1,656                       (182)             128 

 

The primary reason that cities are able to show that their overall cash flow – known as All Government 
Fund Balances – is balanced is because the bond debt is posted as revenue, which completely distorts the real 
picture.  

Cities have become addicted to borrowed money to keep afloat, just like many consumers. But inevitably, 
there will be a day of reckoning. They are reaching maximum loan capacity now.    

Like AIG and Citigroup, cities will soon have to reveal that the emperor just distributed his last piece of 
clothing, this time destined to the thousands of current and former city employees who are receiving benefits that 
are making them millionaires many times over.   

Because of the huge benefits given to politically powerful labor groups, such as police and fire, the cost of 
local government will continue to rise as services and programs continue to decline. While similar to the GM 

The table is data gathered from each 
of the city‘s Comprehensive Annual 
Financial Reports over the past five 
fiscal years (2004 to 2008). This is a 
far more accurate picture of the 
cities‘ financial health.   
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collapse, government labor is eight times larger as a percentage of its overall budget. GM‘s obligation to its 
pensioners has severely restricted the amount it would otherwise invest in R&D, which would produce a better 
product.   

The big difference, of course, is that city governments have no competition, unlike GM, making it more 
difficult for it to change. But change it must in order to survive. The only choice taxpayers and citizens have is to 
stop giving them more money. This will ultimately force the kind of fundamental change that is needed in order for 
local governments to survive. If taxpayers hold the line, by economic necessity, local governments will be forced 
into finding reforms that with bring back public confidence. A cautionary note to local politicians: don‘t come around 
asking for more money in any form until you have demonstrated good stewardship over the community chest.  

An Old Friend 

 
All that is necessary for the triumph of evil is for good women & men to do nothing 

 
Sacred cows make the best hamburgers. Abbie Hoffman 

 
Public Officials are manufacturers - many make excuses - some make trouble - only a handful make things happen  

 
  

 

 
 
 
 

INDYMAC BANK: NOW A CERTIFIED GROUP OF LIARS 

Boy, there is nothing more refreshing than to wake up in the morning to find that you are now mortgage free and 
own your home outright just after a nasty foreclosure battle with one of the dirtiest lenders in the business, Indymac 
Bank.  
  That's right; just ask Greg Horoski and his wife, Diane Yano-Horoski of Long Island who successfully sued 
Indymac Bank (now known as One West Bank) and won. 
  Judge Jeffrey Spinner wiped away over $525,000 in mortgage payments (a loan that carried an initial 
adjustable interest rate of 10.375 percent, which soared to 12.375 percent), blasting Indymac and its "harsh, 
repugnant, shocking and repulsive acts." 

Judge Spinner's direct kick in the nuts to Indymac left the Horoski family owing absolutely no money on 
their ranch house in East Patchogue. Judge Spinner pulled no punches as he leveled the truth directly at the 
bankers of Indymac / One West -- the bank that took an $814.2 million federal bailout but have a record of cold-
bloodedly foreclosing on any homeowner that owes them a nickel in backed payments. He canceled the debt 
because the bank "must be appropriately sanctioned so as to deter it from imposing further 
mortifying abuse against the couple."  

Horoski, who had begged the bankers to let him restructure the loan said, "I think the 
judge felt it was almost a personal vendetta." Dealing with the bank was "like dealing with 
organized crime." 

The good news for Indymac was apparently Judge Spinner was in a good mood that 
day and decided to take it easy on the preying group of vultures. His honor humbly stated that 
One West's conduct was "inequitable, unconscionable, vexatious and opprobrious" and that's 
putting it lightly. 

Oh, the quality staff, employees, and personnel that Indymac has to offer. What more can anyone in this 
nation expect from a certified group of liars that single handedly bankrupt a major bank in a matter of a few years?   

A Special Note to All Glendale Business Owners and Employers: If you are in need to ruin or demolish your 
company, offer the worst customer service known to mankind, and feel the need to extinguish any and all remaining 
business you have left, hire a member of the Indymac staff. Their stellar record and performance speaks for itself. 
There is no better choice of dirt left on this earth.  Christian Arbid 

 
The only way to make sure people you agree with can speak is to support the rights of people you don't agree with.  ELEANOR 
HOLMES NORTON  
 

"Power corrupts the few, while weakness corrupts the many" -Eric Hoffer, 1902-1983 
 
Moral cowardice that keeps us from speaking our minds is as dangerous to this country as irresponsible talk. The right way is not always the 
popular and easy way. Standing for right when it is unpopular is a true test of moral character.  Margaret Chase Smith 

 

TAKE ACTION – GET INVOLVED – BE INFORMED – SHARE VANGUARD – VOLUNTEER 

Total Number 
of Current and 
Active Glendale 
Foreclosures as 
of Dec 4, 2009 

are:  921 
 

CHRISTIAN ARBID is a Real Estate Broker and Loss Mitigator. If 
you have questions about Foreclosures, Short Sales, Saving Your 
Home, Loan Modifications, email him at christianarbid@gmail.com 
and your question may be answered in the next issue of Vanguard. 

 

 

http://www.wisdomquotes.com/002618.html
http://www.wisdomquotes.com/002618.html
http://www.wisdomquotes.com/002119.html
mailto:christianarbid@gmail.com
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2Shout Box   ED – Letters published do not necessarily express the opinion of Vanguardians, this publication, the organization or Barry 

Allen. Names are used only when requested. Initials are used as there are people, believe it or not, who are concerned with retaliation or have 
issues before a legislative body. Letters will be published that are signed and are not hate oriented. 

 

VANGUARDIANS SHOULD BE VERY PROUD of your successful effort in bringing Councilman 

Weaver down to size. The $9,000 penalty should send a message throughout Glendale that 
people want responsibility and accountability. An open government is the best government.  
Weaver‘s years of arrogance should be coming to a close in 2011. If the city did not have 
Vanguard, as the responsible watch-dog, then council members, staff and city unions would 

abuse the public even more MM 
 

ARE YOU ASHAMED? I hope you feel ashamed for causing Mr. Weaver and his lovely wife Linda all that 

trouble with the authorities. Dave Weaver has done so much for our community. He reads to school 
children, he brought Miss Asia to town. We all love him and will come to his defense by voting to re-elect 
him. What he did wasnôt so bad. OK [ED-The small fine Weaver agreed to was like someone driving 100 
miles per hour in a school zone and agreeing to a penalty of 10 over. Weaver has had 
two bouts of sexual harassment of a city employee; bought off a potential complainant at 
a banquet hall and so many other things. No one asked why the District Attorney was 
involved early on. Weaverôs conduct with his own nonprofit taking over the name of 
Dreaming of Roses and then raising $30,000 from Glendale businesses and the GWP is 
another issue. Claims of wanting an accountable government fall on deaf ears when it is 
a friend. Weaver isnôt the only official in Glendale and other cities that is guilty of law 
violations. One council member takes money from óinterested partiesô just before a vote as a real estate 
broker he is able to funnel that money into his pocket with no one being the wiser. The IRS knows.  The 
next question is who did Weaver give up in order to keep his fine so low?] 
 

HAPPY DANCE: From a Vanguardian Supporter: When I got the Weaver info...I did a little happy dance.  Maybe 

now some will start to see Weaver for who he really is.  I am wondering when he will get up on the dais and start 
whining for money.  I also wonder who will start the "Save the Weaver‖ fund. 

Response: I have a letter from someone that said I should be ashamed. [See above.] 
Supporter: The ones who should be ashamed are those who turn a blind eye to this, for by doing so they are 
condoning such acts and embolden politicians to do even more acts that hurt the people. 
 

QUINTERO IS A REAL ESTATE SALESMAN: Do you think that Mayor Quintero keeps his real estate license so that 

he can accept ‗referral fees‘ instead of campaign contributions? DJ [ED – We have calls into the DRE and the CRE. 
Where Fed money is involved, such as for affordable housing, they have jurisdiction and federal criminal task 
forces are multi-jurisdictional so they can look into his tax forms.] 
 

I FEEL BETTER WHEN I SMELL MONEY! Weaver, illness and all, made it to the afternoon joint meeting to applaud 

the Komar Hotel project. He all but genuflected to the Komar contingent. He didn‘t make it to the Council meeting. 
Do you think he did that to get money from Komar to pay his fine? KG   
 

A PIMPLE ON AN ANT'S ASS We'll be there for the Friday breakfast meeting.  But Weaver, his MO is a given.  Why 

waste time on his behavior?  Ever since he first ran, with his wife pulling shenanigans left and right, we knew who 
he was.  To discuss him is to legitimize his very presence; especially since it's not going to affect us, the 
community, one way or the other.  But to me personally, it has the significance of a pimple on an ant's ass. HS 
 

WEAVER, CONDESCENDING AND ANGRY: I wonder if the reason that CCM Weaver is always so upset and 

shows so much annoyance in so many areas is because he feels guilty about actions that he has taken over the 
years including and especially the FPPC debacle.  

He's been building up his anger and showing it more and more -- always lashing out at someone, I am 
assuming, because he knew what was coming down the pike and he must pay for his illegal political fundraising 
actions. 

He is very unprofessional in the way he conducts himself at so many CC meetings, but he keeps getting 
reelected over and over. His negative (bordering on paranoia); condescending and angry conduct has got to stop.   
Marlene Walker 

 
When the people fear their government, there is tyranny; when the government fears the people, there is liberty.  
Thomas Jefferson  
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Facts do not cease to exist because they are ignored.--Aldus Huxley 
 

I am a legislator. I write the laws therefore I can wrong them.  Throckmorton P. Aardvark III 

 

3 Public Information 

"Just the facts" 

REQUEST: 112009 Treas:  

1. Provide for review documents showing the investments in Bank of America investment products and/or 
those of its various subdivisions since the present Treasurer has been in office. 

2. Provide for review all documents showing the names and affiliations of brokers used by the City Treasurer 
since his taking office as Treasurer 

3. Provide for review all Statements of Economic Interest for the Treasurer Borucki since he took office 
through the most current filing. 

RESPONSE: 113009-- The City invokes its right pursuant to Government Code section 6253 to extend the time for 

response by an additional 14 days.  The additional time is necessary to gather documents from storage. 
 

Home Page of Open Government (???) in Glendale California  
 

Click to view the agenda   City Council    Housing Authority   Redevelopment Agency  
Meetings at City Hall (CH) are in the Council Chambers, 2

nd
 Floor at 613 E Broadway. 

Meetings at the Municipal Services Bldg. (MSB) are in room 105 at 633 E Broadway. 
Meetings at the Perkins Bldg (PB) are in the Conference Room at 141 N Glendale Ave. 

Phone numbers are in area code 818 unless noted otherwise 
 
Monday, December 7 
Special Meeting – Traffic and Transportation Commission –  

6 pm, CH 548-3960 
 
Tuesday, December 8 

2:30 pm CH Housing Authority - 548-2060; Redevelopment 
Agency--548-2005 
6 pm, CH City Council --) 548-4844 
 

Wednesday, December 9 

Zoning Administrator's Hearing -- 9:30 am MSB 48-2140 
Community-Police Partnership Advisory Committee 12 
Noon, GPD Community Room, 131 N. Isabel St 548-3140 
Please Note:  This meeting is not televised. 

Civil Service Commission – 5:00 pm, CH 548-2110 
 
Thursday, December 10 

Design Review Board #2 -- 5:00 pm, MSB 548-2140 

 
Whenever the people are well-informed, they can be trusted with their own government.  

Thomas Jefferson 
 

Without freedom of thought, there can be no such thing as wisdom; and no such thing as public liberty, without freedom of 
speech.  Benjamin Franklin 

 
Live so that you wouldn't be ashamed to sell the family parrot to the town Gossip. Will Rogers 

 

4 Vanguardians  
 We almost ran out of seats at Foxyôs as we welcomed new people to our table and returnees from the battle. 

Amazingly Weaver was not even brought up. Each week we add a few new faces and have returning warriors. 
Become one. This is an excellent opportunity to share opinions about quality of life issues.   

 Get breaking Glendale News by signing up for an RSS feed at www.vanguardians.org   
Great opportunity for you to place your ad or link on www.vanguardians.org  
 

VANGUARDIANS needs your Continuing Financial Support 
Please make checks payable to ―VANGUARDIANS‖ Mail to:  POB 11202 Glendale, CA 91226 

 Your contributions are tax deductible. You will receive a receipt for income tax purposes 
You may donate online at www.vanguardians.org  

 

YEAR-END IRA GIFTS ARE STILL POSSIBLE 

On December 31, 2009, we would like to encourage donors who are 71 and over to donate to us through your 
Individual Retirement Accounts, or IRAs. It works like this. Those who are the right age (technically, 70½ and over) 
inform their traditional IRA administrators that they wish to make a "qualified charitable distribution" to your 

http://opengovernmentinglendalecalifornia.org/
http://www.ci.glendale.ca.us/agenda.asp?OrganizationID=4
http://www.ci.glendale.ca.us/agenda.asp?OrganizationID=37
http://www.ci.glendale.ca.us/agenda.asp?OrganizationID=176
http://www.vanguardians.org/
http://www.vanguardians.org/
http://www.vanguardians.net/
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nonprofit. You may have to fill out and fax back a simple form; Your IRA administrator cuts the check and sends it 
directly to Vanguardians. 

 
On some positions, Cowardice asks the question "Is it safe?" Expediency asks the question "Is it politic?" And Vanity comes 
along and asks the question "Is it popular?" But Conscience asks the question "Is it right?" And there comes a time when one 
must take a position that is neither safe, nor politic, nor popular, but he must do it because Conscience tells him it is right. (1968) 
MARTIN LUTHER KING JR. 

 
"If you can't drink a lobbyist's whiskey, take his money, sleep with his women and still vote against him in the morning, you 
don't belong in politics."  And, ―Money is the mothers‘ milk of politics.‖Jesse Unruh 

 

5 the Insider is a report from city employees that care about the way the City is run. As they are concerned 

about retaliation, their identities are secret. Vanguard provides them the opportunity to have this forum. The comments are their 
own.    

 
Your article quoting Martin Luther King was great. City staff is always looking to be political, or safe, 
or popular, but the few that can be counted on to do what's "right" are the ones constantly being   
beat up by the others. This position comes straight from the top, so don't expect it to change soon. 

The City's relationship with the GNP is a planned business relationship to limit intrusive 
questions and provide a carrot that the CM can hold over the Council members to maintain his 3 votes.  That's 
politics in Glendale and that is why Vanguardians is so important for having the truth told. 

McFall is due back on th14th, but then gone on vacation. Haven't heard anything about the success of the 
surgery. 

As you reported earlier, Public Works is proceeding with their Strategic Plan without 
Building and Safety. Looks like they are now part of the expanded Planning Department in spite of 
what the City Charter says. If City management can ignore the City Charter, why shouldn't the 
community?  

Councilmen and their benefactors are not sleeping at night as Mr. Weaver, with the locked 
office door, may have told the FPPC how money has changed hands in order to get a light fine. 

6 Text Message Intercepts….On a Tuesday… 
―That SOB I‘ll make sure LM keeps harassing him‖ 
―Don‘t‖ 
―I‘m afraid he has something on me‖ 
―I wish that AH would come to me for $$$‖ 
―You should see the file from RA‖ 
―You still have the report from MR?‖ 
―I wonder who is feeding this info to that nut.‖ 
―Don‘t b stupid‖ 
―How does he no abt IRS?‘‖ 
―I‘m outta here. The vultures will be here 2nite‖ 

"Look at that! Chicken sh%^ didn't even show 

but he was here all afternoon long?" 
"Why is he saying that?" 

"He must be home hiding under his wife's skirt" 
"Looks like today will be lite" 
"She‘s back, not so sure about that cut - CHRIST" 
"What more would u expect from his wife, y r u so 
surprised? She can even count at her own job and 
look where they ended up" 
"Frankly I love the sod, she's trying to be tough and a 
hot shot after 2 weeks of MIA - just ignore her like 
everyone else does" 
"This is the first time I see him in a suit, not bad. I'm 
impressed." 
"Think he's @ home watching us on TV w/ wifey 
feeding him some chicken soup made w/ bourbon" 

 
A people that values its privileges above its principals soon loses both.--Dwight D. Eisenhower 

 
"Life should NOT be a journey to the grave with the intention of arriving safely in an attractive and well preserved body, 

but rather to skid in sideways - Chardonnay in one hand - chocolate in the other - body thoroughly used up, totally 
worn out and screaming "WOO HOO, What a Ride". 

 

Opportunity is missed by most people, because it is dressed in overalls and looks like work.--Thomas A. Edison 

 

7 NEWS BRIEFS FROM THE NEIGHBORHOOD  

Rosemead City Councilman who was not returned to office is collecting unemployment insurance. There is hope for 
Weaver. 
 

http://taxdollars.freedomblogging.com/2009/12/03/ousted-councilman-collects-unemployment/45619/
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Fresno pensions highest for fire, police retirees By George Hostetter  
FRESNO — One retired Fresno city fire captain receives an annual pension of more than $190,000 — more than 
twice a typical captain's salary. Another receives nearly $180,000 a year. 

Seventy-two of 865 former police or fire employees had pensions of more than $100,000 in 2009. Only five 
of 1,402 nonpublic-safety retirees reached that level. The numbers, provided by the city in response to a state 
Public Records Act request by The Bee, highlight a sensitive problem: Politically powerful public safety employees 
received more than half of pension payouts this year. 
 

CalPERS‟ Piece Of Budget Woes Gaining Attention California‘s Public Employees‘ Retirement System may 
need government employers to foot a larger share of its bill in 2011, a move that would stress state and local 
budgets at a time when they already face deep cuts.  
 
FPPC may clamp down on gifts to public officials' families sferriss@sacbee.com 
Free tickets to ball games, spa visits or other treats for California officials' spouses or children should be reported 
and counted toward annual gift limits, according to a new recommendation by staff at the California Fair Political 
Practices Commission. 

"What we're looking at is the attempt to influence" state legislators, their aides and certain other local and 
state officials in California, Roman Porter, executive director of the commission, said Monday. 
The commission meets next week and could vote to adopt the recommendation. It includes an exception if spouses 
or children – under 18 or up to age 23 if in school – show they have an "independent relationship" with the gift-
giver. [ED – This issue came before the Commission based on wedding gifts to Weaver‘s daughter.] 
 
Weaver gets spotlighted in the press: Political corruption is nothing new in the San Gabriel Valley. In early 
November four members of the San Jacinto City Council were indicted on charges that included bribery, perjury, 
filing false documents and money laundering. Allen said that no official, including Weaver, is above the law and 
hopes more and more members of the community can be engaged in local government. "It is not impossible to 
bring these people to justice," he said. 

Allen and others believe that Weaver began a non-profit group called Dreaming of Roses, to confuse 
people with the Glendale Rose Float Association which was designed to reimburse the city for expenditures for its 
participation in the Rose Parade.  

 
Email info@vanguardians.org to subscribe to the Weekly News on issues that impact Glendale. The media with a voice; the organization that 
gets results you want; we encourage and support advocacy, involvement and engagement with government. Vanguard is intended for 
personal use by recipient and forwarding without change to recipient‟s personal email list. Vanguardians is a 501C3 charitable non-
profit corporation Contributions are tax deductible. Vanguardians does not use commercial fundraisers. To ensure you receive Vanguard, 
please add our email addresses info@vanguardians.org, vanguardweekly@gmail.com and ba@fieldworks.net  - to your address book or 
Internet Service Provider safe list. Annual subscription for email $50, by US Mail $75, Newsstand $2 per issue. Copyrighted materials 
used with permission. ©2009 

 
 
 

Luna Playhouse 818 500 7200 – 3706 San Fernando Road presents 

IF YOUR EYES ARE CLEAR 

Dec 10, 11, 12 8PM 
Story Line – Judge told to convict an innocent 

http://www.modbee.com/local/story/952979.html
http://ix1.mbxserver.net/ac/lt/t_go.php?i=185&e=Mzc5ODIw&l=-http--www.publicceo.com/index.php--Q-option--E-com_content--A-view--E-article--A-id--E-925:calpers-piece-of-budget-woes-gaining-attention--A-catid--E-151:local-governments-publicceo-exclusive--A-Itemid--E-20
http://ix1.mbxserver.net/ac/lt/t_go.php?i=185&e=Mzc5ODIw&l=-http--www.publicceo.com/index.php--Q-option--E-com_content--A-view--E-article--A-id--E-925:calpers-piece-of-budget-woes-gaining-attention--A-catid--E-151:local-governments-publicceo-exclusive--A-Itemid--E-20
FPPC%20may%20clamp%20down%20on%20gifts%20to%20public%20officials'%20families%20sferriss@sacbee.com
http://www.sanmarinotribune.com/tribune/read/publisher_28/2009-12-03.01
mailto:info@vanguardians.org
mailto:Vanguard1@charter.net
mailto:vanguardweekly@gmail.com
mailto:ba@fieldworks.net

