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The four stages of Vanguardians “First they ignore you, then they laugh at you, then they fight you, then you win.” 

Mahatma Gandhi describing the stages of establishment resistance to a winning strategy of nonviolent advocacy 
 

When WE, the people, are complacent THEY win! 

 
Getting the Weekly Vanguard to you is quite an exercise each week. It takes a dedicated team of 
reporters, editors, researchers, columnists, our editorial board and the hard-copy distributor along 
wih the Vanguardians webmaster and content loader and Hal Weber the overseer of the 
opengovernment site. Following the Council meeting the people that grade the CCMs send in their 
grades...then off to Price Waterhouse for compilation then back for publication. Wednesday or 
Thursday evening the DRAFT edition goes out to the editorial board and we get feedback, The 

columns come in and are edited, layout comes next. The city sends the weekly calendar on Thursday and on 
Thursday evening or Friday morning we get the Council packet.  Letters and calls as well as news briefs come in as 
late as Friday. Final edit is Friday at 7PM. Off to the E-world and the print edition is sent to Van Nuys where it is 
printed, enveloped and mailed to get to our readers on Monday. 
 
There were numerous people that were unhappy with the Americana tree lighting fireworks Saturday night saying 
the Americana should not have been setting off fireworks when the brush fires were ravishing homes throughout 
the Southland according to a LA Times blog. A CCM was told by Fire Chief Scoggins that he had everything under 
control. This occurred during a red flag warning. Wine was served in the City Park to city officials, one of whom 
mentioned that the police chief observed this violation. 
 
Glendale has only two women Department Directors left with Imelda Bickham‘s retirement, Cindy Cleary of the 
Library and Madalyn Blake of Community Development and Housing while the Council prepares to discuss a 
resolution to support CEDAW  the elimination of all forms of discrimination against women, agenda item 8a 
Tuesday. 
 
A million dollars worth of Management missed a ‗typo‘ that raised the semi-annual estimate of maintenance for the 
Pacific Park swimming pool to $375 million as pointed out by Mike Mohill. The Library Department left off the cost of 
room rentals from their fee increase request. It will be brought back at a later date. This exemplifies the arrogant 
attitude that management displays towards the people who are their employers.  
 
According to the Los Angeles Economic Development Corporation,  Glendale is not the business friendliest City 
officials claim it to be. That distinction went to: Santa Clarita for LA County Cities with population over 50,000. The 
criteria: 

 Demonstrated commitment to economic development as a priority 
 Excellence in programs and services designed to facilitate business entry, expansion, and retention 
 Economic development activity over the past three years 
 Competitive business tax rates and fee structures 
 Availability of economic incentives 
 Effective communication with and about business clients 

Is it any wonder why Glendale didn‘t make the cut? 
 
Starting in January, watch for the Council Candidates Corner right here in Vanguard. Nomination papers are 
available starting January 8 2009. Would you attend a candidates forum on a Sunday from 2-4PM? 

Vanguard 
Weekly News Vol IV 

Week of November 23, 2008 
City of Glendale, CA Edition 

Uwww.vanguardians.orgUH  

818 745 6770 
―Accountability”  

Glendale‟s Watchdog 

What do you want to see on 
our updated new website? 
Please share. 

http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/lanow/2008/11/fireworks-durin.html
http://www.laedc.org/newsroom/releases/2008/111708.pdf
http://www.vanguardians.org/
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SAVVY CONSUMER 
The Magic Jack provides unlimited local and long distance calling in the US and Canada for only $20 a 

year. Basic requirements are a computer with high speed Internet connection and the Magic Jack  
Try it by calling 818 745 6770 the new Vanguardians direct inside line 

  
If you bought something expecting a rebate, this may affect you: The largest company in the country responsible for 
filling rebates is in trouble. It filed for bankruptcy, because -- you guessed it -- it's out of money. 

 
All that is necessary for the triumph of evil is for good women & men to do nothing 

 

A once in a lifetime offer from Vanguardians – Vanguard will be sent to over 50,000 
Glendalians…4 times (200,000 exposures) over a two month period. Your web site link or 

message can be included. Special political rates are available.  
Call Barry Allen 818 745 6770. 

 
 
If you have issues with the City and fear retaliation, send them to Vanguardians and we‟ll share them with 
the appropriate department assuring your anonymity.  
 

City Council 
 Council 11-18 Annualized Contact info 

Drayman B+ C+ jdrayman@ci.glendale.ca.us; 

Najarian A B anajarian@ci.glendale.ca.us; 

Quintero C+ B- fquintero@ci.glendale.ca.us; 

Weaver A+ C- dweaver@ci.glendale.ca.us; 

Yousefian A B byousefian@ci.glendale.ca.us; 

 
Quintero - for being in attendance 
Najarian - for being informative and entertaining. The Salvation Army donation can was a riot! 
Yousefian - for being diligent, focused, and prepared on all the issues  
Drayman - for seeming to be bit tired and distracted at times but nevertheless informative and had a clear 
direction    
Weaver - for not showing up, with him not being there the meeting ran smoothly and boy what a nice feeling not to 
see him there!!!! 
 

************************************* 

 
                                                       A Question of Intent 
When talking about a charity or non-profit, total support from a community‘s elected officials seems like a 
given because of the positive nature of what one of these organizations is trying to do. Yet, in this week‘s 
meeting (Nov. 18

th
 2008), we saw that such an issue CAN be contested when conflict of interest issues 

arise.  
City Attorney Scott Howard brought up his concern with the inflexibility of an ordinance put on 

the table that would not allow the solicitation of funds or services by an individual member of the Council 
for a particular charity or non-profit that was involved in a conflicting area involving the council like waiting on a 
pending permit or housing application. The City Attorney was hoping to add exceptions to the ordinance‘s definition 
of the term ―solicitation‖ by a Council member in two areas – that it doesn‟t include a request for campaign 
contributions from said organization and that the organization is not being solicited by a council member who has 
more than a 10% vested interest in the charity or non-profit (say, as a CEO). With a slightly regrettable tone, Bob 
Yousefian had to put ―The fly in (the city attorney‘s) ointment‖ by bringing up the issue 
that though supporting a charity or non-profit may seem harmless, especially if one 
doesn‘t have an easily visible vested interest, ―It could be used later on by some 
individual Council members in the wrong way.‖ He went on to state that it is ―not the job‖ 
of the council to push for a certain organization – instead, any, say, Salvation Army rep 
can come before Council and ask for support, in which the Council can give unanimous 
backing. The idea that an individual Council member would go out of his or her way to 

 

 
 
City Council 

 

 

 
 

 

 

http://www.magicjack.com/2/?mid=304185
http://cbs5.com/consumer/rebates.Continental.Promotions.2.867101.html
mailto:jdrayman@ci.glendale.ca.us;
mailto:anajarian@ci.glendale.ca.us;
mailto:fquintero@ci.glendale.ca.us;
mailto:dweaver@ci.glendale.ca.us;
mailto:byousefian@ci.glendale.ca.us;
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publicly back a specific organization (even if it seems like a good one) doesn‘t sit right with certain members of the 
public and dais.  

To bring further support for a hands-off Council was long time community activist Barry Allen who hinted at 
former abuses of power in regards to solicitation of organizations, and to the idea that since no policy does exist 
around this issue, equipment and jobs that are paid for by tax dollars often assist in the solicitation of funds for 
charities. Yousefian echoed Allen, by commenting that without the passage of the ordinance as is, the Fire 
Department, the GWP or any organization that receives tax payer dollars could misuse monies and get entangled 
in a pay-to-play system.  Mayor Drayman seemed to balk at the idea that individually supporting a charity or non-
profit could be so sinister, but it is the cautionary stance of Yousefian that can be appreciated by the taxpaying 
public who should know where their money is going, and why certain organizations are supported and others are 
not. 

After all, the Council has duties that range from the levying of fees to maintaining public equipment and 
land, it can grant permits, and borrow money, but nowhere does it state in the City Charter that they are obligated 
to bolster any organization, no matter how good; this is a responsibility of the citizens. It is fortunate that members 
of the Council and public are looking out for the intentions of Glendale‘s governing body and making sure 
transparency is a top priority. 

This Ordinance will be voted on next week, and so far it looks like Frank Quintero and Bob Yousefian are 
all for passing it as is without the exceptions mentioned by the city attorney. LAUREL MILLER 

  
LETTER: Lots of expensive brush fires last weekend. I can‟t understand why there 
is so little in the way of technology to locate these fires before they get so 
devastating. What will it take? [ED – The cost of salaries and benefits are so high 
(the Firefighters union spends a considerable amount of money helping elect 
legislators and council members sympathetic to their cause) that there is nothing 
left for fire prevention technology such as locating infrared heat sensors or an 
extensive brush clearance program.] 
 
 

                                           International Fieldworks 
              2

nd
 Annual Strategic Planning Workshop 

 

      2009 – Planning In Chaotic Times  

      A Proactive, Practical Strategy Workshop 
                 Ready!  Set!  Design!   For a great 2009 

                Tuesday December 30th or Wednesday, January 7th  

Call for details and to register: 818.694.0588 

 

Vanguardians EMAIL ADDRESS is INFO@VANGUARDIANS.ORG 
 
Vanguard is published independently by Vanguardians; Advocating for Accountability– Our vision is to live in a community where all people, 
regardless of geography, background or economic status, can enjoy accountability, integrity, effectiveness and responsiveness from 
our elected officials and each of the city's departments, through grass roots involvement, engagement and advocacy. 
 

CONTENTS: 
1) Commentary 

2) Potpourri  

3) Public Records  

4) Vanguardians  

 

5) The Insider 

6) Humor 

7) Candidates 
 

 

1  You may agree or disagree with the views below. Feel free to comment on them. 

 
I generally avoid national or in this case world issues but the number of callers I have had saying 
the turn-around is right around the corner really don‟t have the grasp of the enormity of the 
financial meltdown we are all experiencing. I will not go into the causes but into the solutions 
necessary to pull this country and the world out of the quicksand.  In the 1929 crash the solution 
was massive public works programs to build the infrastructure. During WWII our economy grew 

because of the buildup for the war. Auto plants changed from domestic production to cranking out Jeeps, 
tanks and warplanes. Come the 80s and 90s we had the computer revolution and the Internet. Today we 
have nothing to manufacture and market to the world. Several months ago I suggested we take a look at 
Israel Bi-National Research and Development (BIRD) and find technology that we could partner on that 

mailto:INFO@VANGUARDIANS.ORG
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would have a worldwide market. Several calls I received were questioning the promotion of Israel. Those 
callers missed the point. 
 
Could we develop through stem-cell research, for instance, salable solutions to world healthcare issues? 
Could we develop radioactive „Pills‟ that could fuel our vehicles for 100,000 miles? Could we develop a Low 
Earth Orbit synchronous satellite system that would provide electrical generation via laser link to 
earthbound distribution systems? Could we develop desalination methods that are cost effective? Can we 
refine infrared heat sensing technology that will give us early detection of brush fires? 
 
It will be technology on this level that will fuel the rehabilitation. We must set aside pettiness and strive for 
a future. I have friends who are 20 years younger and saw the future and decided not to have children. We 
have four chidren and three grandchildren. What is their future? 
 

In Glendale early City Councils realized that to have a successful, 
financially responsible City there would need to be much more 
money coming in than going out. They also demanded there be a 
sufficient rainy day fund that would carry the City through stormy 
economic times like both World Wars and the 1929 crash. Today, 
that program has been lost. The rainy day fund is no longer at 50% 
it is in the 30% range. Even when the City Council stripped the 
GWP of their rainy day fund, a total of $134,000,000, to go for paying the 
expenses of a burgeoning city payroll that was not enough. The City in the past 
6 years spent almost $200,000,000 more than it brought in. They have drained 
the reserves to $430,000,000 and literally have turned the founding fathers plan 

upside down. To stay afloat the City borrowed money and has a present indebtedness of $1,200,000,000. Explain 
that to your kids and grandkids. 
 

********************** 
 

Since last week's commentary, I've had someone ask me why I don‘t just move to Irvine. If their 
government is better than Glendale's, why stay around? My answer is fairly straight forward. There are 
many cities that can serve as a model for good governance and are well run. You often see them 
where people, with the means to do so, choose to retire. Here in California we have many. Carlsbad is 

one. Del Mar is another. But we can't divest ourselves or our emotional links to the people and places that are 
meaningful to our lives or, the commitment one has made to a cause, and the significant benefits that such 
advocacy can bring to the public at large. 
 
After seven years of studying Glendale in depth, I finally got it. I understand how decisions are made and the 
dynamics that create the budget to what it is. Here it is in a nutshell.  
 
First: Given its population of just over 207,000 we have very few residents involved in government. Even those who 
participate often and volunteer for commissions are woefully uninformed even in their own area of involvement. 
With low participation we get low outcomes. 
 
Second: The cities revenues are quite large – $750 million per year. The core city politics are about who gets the 
lion share of that money. The city employee organizations, the developers, or the residents. The highest paid 
employees want to maximize their salary and benefits. Developers would love for the government to give them a 
huge subsidy or ―city participation‖. The residents want improvement in their quality of life.  
 
Third: If the elected officials ran for office to truly serve the public, then the quality of life measures would be the 
primary focus. But, that is the last thing this city measures. That means that our elected officials ran for other 
reasons. Two councilmen are there because they want higher office and higher career opportunities. Two covet the 
ability to help out developer friends. One is there for all the freebies, additional pension and to play the role of a 
mini-dictator. From time to time, one of them shows some empathy, but often it is the result of a constituent kicking 
him in the shins.  
 
Though this is presented as an opinion, there are numerous ways to document and support that 
view. Take the top-pay employee organizations. A graph of their pay in the last eight years shows 
a nearly doubling of pay for many of them. At the same time, the city neglected needed 
improvements in multiple ways. The easy way is to postpone infrastructure needs. It is only when 
you study the data that you realize just how egregious the problem has been institutionalized.  
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Take Glendale's roads. We have 365 miles of roads. If we are gracious and estimate a 20-year average life, we 
must repair over 17 miles, each year, just to keep them from deteriorating. How many miles do you suppose we 
repair or reconstruct per year? Take a guess. Barely three miles in the last fiscal year while Irvine, with nearly the 
same population, improved 35 miles. To get a dynamic look of Irvine's Public Works on-going programs on the web 
go to: http://www.cityofirvine.org/mm/road_construction/roadConstruction.htm 
 
So the next time you see a pot hole, or cracked roads in awful disrepair, imagine hundreds of preferred city 
employees with $150,000 per year pay, no layoffs to worry about and a six-figure pension waiting for him. But roads 
you can see and feel. What about all the other stuff you can't observe like old power generators decades beyond 
their expected life? The backlog of improvements is so long that it would take a special edition of Vanguard to 
document the extent of the neglect.  
 
So how is it that our councilmen are subservient to the three top dogs of negotiating prowess? How do they do it? 
The answer – next week. Herbert Molano  
 

************** 
 

Reader‟s Question: My neighbor told me that if I short sale my home I will get taxed on the loss. Is that 
true? 

Christian‘s Response: First, kindly ask your neighbor what he does professionally for a living. If he‘s a 
doctor, advise him to stick to medicine. If he‘s a contractor advise him to stick with construction. Your 
neighbor is about a year behind on the times. Your answer is: check with your CPA. My answer to 
you is........I have yet to see it happen. President Bush signed into law legislation that would prevent a 
1099 from being issued to any homeowner in a short sale transaction that was last used as a primary 

residence. That legislation applies on a federal level only. I am neither an attorney nor a CPA. They would be better 
suited to answer your question based on your particular situation although I do think your neighbor may want to 
stick to his day job. 
 

Reader‟s Question: Why would a lender agree to take a loss on a home in today‟s market? 

Christian‘s Response: Reader, the lender has no choice. Either the lender will use common 
sense and work out the current situation with the homeowner or they will end up sitting on 
the property for God knows how long costing the lender a fortune in holding time, legal 
fees, carrying costs, and resale costs if and when the property is foreclosed on and later 
resold. It is a loss either way. Often times it is cheaper for the lender to cut their losses now 
rather than dragging out the inevitable.  
 

Reader‟s Question: Are you really able to get the lender to lose money on a house just so the homeowner 
can avoid foreclosure? 

Christian‘s Response: Does the sun rise in the east? 
 

Christian Arbid is a Glendale Resident, Real Estate Broker and Loss Mitigator. Dedicated to Assisting 
Homeowners and Saving Glendale Families with an Iron Fist  www.ThisMarketSucks.com 818.232.7899 
Questions Relating to Foreclosures, Short Sales, Saving Your Home, Loan Modifications.....Email Christian 
at christianarbid@gmail.com and your question will be answered in the next edition of Vanguard. 
 

************* 
Bruce Philpott Oral Communications presentation – Edited 

City council conducted several special meetings: the first was to find ways to cut $10 million dollars from the 2009 
budget because that was the projected deficit. The shortfall was fairly easy to understand. The 
revenues were going to be $10 million less than expenditures. So the council took the unprecedented 
step of cutting positions in the police and fire departments, as well as other operating departments 
including the library and parks and recreation. During those deliberations, most of you (Council) spoke 
of the need to increase revenues so that this problem would not be repeated.  

 
After passing the budget, you followed up with more special meetings specifically to find new revenues. And, to the 
extent that added revenues are deemed desirable, you were quite successful. You raised many fees associated 
with utilities, parking, inspections, planning, and building and safety permits. You even created several new sources 
of revenue: a never before imposed $360 inspection fee on buildings under 75 feet and a 6.8% technology fee.   
 
But, as you all probably know by now, this added revenue will not come close to what will be needed to balance 
next fiscal year‘s budget. New car sales are off 23%, jewelry stores are off 22% and building, light industry and 
specialty stores are off by double digits. The bottom line is that revenues for next year will fall well below the 
projections that were made just a few months ago.  

http://www.cityofirvine.org/mm/road_construction/roadConstruction.htm
http://www.thismarketsucks.com/
mailto:christianarbid@gmail.com
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We can project a huge growth on the expenditure side. With pension contributions that have grown $20 million in 
just the last several years and contractually binding payroll increases that will add several million more next year, I 
don‘t see that you have any other choice but to significantly reduce expenditures.  
 
As a moral issue alone, we cannot burden the next generation with any more long-term bond debt that has been 
the practice of this body in recent years when faced with deficits.  
 
The solution cannot come from raising more taxes, permits and fees because you have already maximized these 
revenue sources. Looking ahead to next fiscal year, the gap between expenditures and revenues is again going to 
be in the millions, and you will gain little, if any, by cutting any more library services or adding untenable fees to 
youth programs operating in our parks. 
 
I urge the city council to take immediate steps to open up the current budget and begin 
to make additional cuts for this fiscal year. To start, you can stop all out-of-city and state 
employee conferences, extend the life of some of the vehicle fleet, and cut overtime to 
the bone. You can also apply some of the measures that private businesses are forced 
to do when confronted with large cash-flow problems. You can alert the city labor unions 
that they will have to share in this burden and forego expected pay increases. It is 
troubling enough that several of these unions already have multi-year contracts that 
assure them of pay increases, and in one case, an 11% raise over the next 18 months. This will add an additional 
$5 million in payroll alone. 
 
I ask the city council to be completely open and honest about the looming financial condition of the city and share 
this information with the public in a format that is readily understood. It is better to let the public know now rather 
than after the fact. This council also authorized city staff to impose fee increases up to 5% each year without pre-
approval from the city council. 
 
It is no longer a secret that the city is facing a growing financial problem that is not beyond our ability to solve. They 
must be addressed now. These are not normal times and we cannot apply normal practices to correct them. The 
financial health of our city, short and long-term, hinges on the decisions this body makes in the next few months 
 
 

VANGUARDIANS NEEDS YOUR TAX DEDUCTIBLE HELP TODAY  
There is no limit on the amount you give 

 

The only way to make sure people you agree with can speak is to support the rights of people you don't agree with.   

ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON  
  

TAKE ACTION – GET INVOLVED – BE INFORMED – SHARE VANGUARD -- VOLUNTEER 

 

Moral cowardice that keeps us from speaking our minds is as dangerous to this country as irresponsible talk. The right way is not always the 
popular and easy way. Standing for right when it is unpopular is a true test of moral character.    Margaret Chase Smith 

2 Potpourri   ED – Letters published do not necessarily express the opinion of Vanguardians, this publication, the organization or Barry 

Allen. Names are used only when requested. Initials are used as there are people, believe it or not, who are concerned with retaliation or have 
issues before a legislative body. Letters will not be published that aren‘t signed and/or are hate oriented. 
 

Reference to the new picnic tables under the oak trees at Glenoaks Park. A large concrete slab 
surrounds the area with picnic tables. I contacted Parks Dept and they said a city arborist said the old 
caretakers house was built on a cement slab; therefore, it would be OK to replace the cement with new 
cement even though the concrete comes within 2 feet of a mature oak tree (In my opinion this is a 

violation of the Indigenous Tree Ordinance). The whole picnic area is covered by a 
canopy of mature oak trees. I asked the question: if the city is trying to protect our 
Indigenous Trees why put a large cement slab under these trees? A cement slab, in 
my opinion, would not be beneficial to these mature trees. Maybe some kind of 
interlocking brick pavers that would allow more natural drainage in the area and less 
hardscape. I was told that only the use of cement puts the city in ADA compliance. 
How ridiculous, before long this beautiful landscaped area will have dead trees.  The 
City arborist agreed, we are both crossing our fingers that these mature trees do not 
die. In the past the city put rocks around the base of another Indigenous Tree at the park and that tree eventually 
died.  Just wondering... how come the city did not seek out an expensive outside consultant for this job. MM 

http://www.wisdomquotes.com/002618.html
http://www.wisdomquotes.com/002119.html
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As a City employee, I look to Vanguard as my primary source of information as to what is going on. MB 
 
The comparison of the Irvine and Glendale budgets presented by Herbert Molano were very interesting.  I can 
maybe understand them having a smaller police force because of their city's composition, but I really don't 
understand how their fire protection from the county is so cheap.  I then looked at Santa Clarita's budget for their 
county fire services and saw that city has virtually no budgeted liability for fire services because it comes directly 
from property taxes and the assessment for the property owners is very small.  I sure don't hear anyone 
complaining about the county fire department having bad service.  Has Glendale ever asked what they would 
charge for fire service?  CR 
 
I had to laugh when I saw the juxtaposition of two stories on page A4 of today's [ED Nov 20] GNP.  The 
continuation of the council ethical guidelines story was placed directly under the prostitution story. "Ethical" is 
placed directly under "Pimping". GC 

 

We get calls: It was good to see Rita Yanukian back at City Council. She stands up for us all 

and Quintero is my friend, I voted for him three times just in the 2005 election. He should have 
the cojones to bring the rent control issue up for a discussion and then put it on the April 
ballot. I think that if Rita could get 14,000 signatures she would have a strong voting bloc that 
would turn out more voters than the HOAs.   

 
You really made Starbird dance last night. He lives in his own vacuum. He didn‟t 
read Vanguard where you showed pictures of the firefighters in the streets. He 
didn‟t know whether the fundraising was by the Union or the City. 
 
Oral Communications (OC) had a lot of meat just like the last two weeks. No 
wonder Mayor Drayman wants OC so late 
 
I like the additional columnists. Vanguard is so far ahead of the GNP. Yea. 

 
Where is Dr. Espiritu? [ED – He will be back on the scene in December.] 
 
When will the W Glenoaks project be completed? [ED – According to Public Works Director Zurn: “Project 
completion time for the Glenoaks rehab is Feb 1, 2009.‖] 

 The same budgetary nightmare that has shrouded Vallejo - a plunge in tax revenues coupled with 
rising employee costs - is playing out in the nearby cities of Fairfield and Rio Vista as well as other 
municipalities hard-hit by the foreclosure crisis. .Rio Vista is talking to bankruptcy attorneys while a 
750-home development sits virtually abandoned. Fairfield just sliced 9% from its budget and is poised 
to slash 7% more. Earlier this year, Vallejo filed for Chapter 9 protection when faced with a $16 million 

deficit. 

News from San Diego: Consultant's Contracts Not Disclosed, Work Not Evident by WILL CARLESS Angela Harris 

billed SEDC for work that a client says she didn't do and spoke at public meetings in support of the agency's president and her 

initiatives without disclosing that she was on its payroll.  Nobody's Happy with the Mayor & Federal agents removed 

computers from the public agency's headquarters last month in the wake of a wide scandal. By DAVID WASHBURN City 

Council and city residents took on Sanders' budget cuts in marathon meeting in which city officials acknowledged that the 
financial outlook is worse than they were saying it was even last week. Searching for the 'Why' in Mayor's Cuts & The mayor is 
being criticized for providing scant justification for the cuts he is proposing to eliminate $43 million shortfall. FBI Seized SEDC 

Computers  SAN DIEGO — Sandy Huffaker for The New York Times.  Over the last two years, some of this city‘s 
darkest secrets have been dragged into the light — city officials with conflicts of interest and hidden pay raises, 
affordable housing that was not affordable, misleading crime statistics.  

Investigations ensued. The chiefs of two redevelopment agencies were forced out. 
One of them faces criminal charges. Yet the main revelations came not from any of 
San Diego‘s television and radio stations or its dominant newspaper, The San Diego 
Union-Tribune, but from a handful of young journalists at a nonprofit Web site run out 
of a converted military base far from downtown‘s glass towers — a site that did not 
exist four years ago.   
 

[ED - Several years ago, CCM Quintero said he wanted Glendale to be just like San Diego, They were a good 
model. Does he still feel that way?] 

http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-bin/article.cgi?file=/c/a/2008/11/19/MNHA143FHK.DTL
http://voiceofsandiego.org/
http://www.voiceofsandiego.org/articles/2008/11/18/government/428harris111708.txt
http://www.voiceofsandiego.org/author_lookup/?byline=will_carless
http://www.voiceofsandiego.org/articles/2008/11/18/government/429budgetcuts111308.txt
http://www.voiceofsandiego.org/author_lookup/?byline=david_washburn
http://www.voiceofsandiego.org/articles/2008/11/18/government/430cutcomplaints111208.txt
http://www.voiceofsandiego.org/articles/2008/11/18/government/431fbi110808.txt
http://www.voiceofsandiego.org/articles/2008/11/18/government/431fbi110808.txt
http://www.voiceofsandiego.org/articles/2008/11/18/government/431fbi110808.txt
http://www.nytimes.com/2008/11/18/business/media/18voice.html?_r=2&hp=&adxnnl=1&oref=slogin&adxnnlx=1227024306-1zNcQV40wU4sBuxYFKJaMA
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In Glendale City Manager Starbird wanted to raise the limits on the consent calendar to $100,000 on 
contracts he could let. The Najarian Vultures spoke out on this issue and the amount was raised only to 
$50,000.  
 

Housing Market Indicators from Hanley Wood: For market-level data and analysis please visit our website at 
http://www.hwmarketintelligence.com.  For more detailed information on the indicators discussed in this key 
indicator alert, please visit the following links: 

Employment Growth  (1,181,000) D- 

Unemployment Rate  6.5% C- 

Real GDP Growth  (0.3%) F 

Consumer Confidence 38.0 F 

Purchase Mortgage Applications 248.5 F 

Mortgage Rates  6.04% A+ 

Median Price Existing Home  $191,600 F 

Existing Home Sales  5,180,000 C 

Existing Home Inventory  4,266,000 F 

Existing Home Affordability  56.7% B+ 

Median Price New Home  $218,400 F 

New Home Sales  464,000 F 

New Home Inventory  396,000 F 

New Home Affordability Ratio  51.3% A 

 

 
 
 
LINKS Click here for Vanguard Archives by Hal Weber-- Open Government Guide   www.vanguardians.org  Check Zip Code 

Demographics   Global Incident Map updated every 5 minutes    ZIPskinny - Get the Skinny on that ZIP  Vanguard in the Daily 
News  The Glendale California 100K Club 2009 City Council Campaign Contributions through 06-30-08   
"Glendale Mayor Drayman and his acolytes" by vanmguardians  Vanguard Weekly News Archive 

 
Click to view the agenda   City Council    Housing Authority   Redevelopment Agency  
Monday, November 24 No Meeting Scheduled  
 
Tuesday, November 25 

2:30 pm Housing Authority & Redevelopment Agency  Council Chambers, 613 E. Broadway, Glendale.  548-2060 
6:00 pm City Council, City Hall 
 
Wednesday, November 26 No Meetings Scheduled 

 
Thursday, November 27 and Friday, November 28 Thanksgiving Holiday City Offices are closed 
 

  

3  Public Information 

Requests for public documents: 
Documents showing revenue received July, August, September 2008 for all departments and agencies AND 
documents showing expenditures for the same period. 
 
Documents indicating the present number of Consultants and Contract workers employed or retained by the city 
and any of its departments, divisions, agencies or authorities for the period July 1, 2008 through and including 
September 30, 2008. In lieu of such report please provide documents showing contracts, scope of work and agreed 
payment. 

http://newsletters.cmail3.com/l/590220/4ic5ild/j
http://newsletters.cmail3.com/l/590220/4ic5ild/t
http://newsletters.cmail3.com/l/590220/4ic5ild/i
http://newsletters.cmail3.com/l/590220/4ic5ild/d
http://newsletters.cmail3.com/l/590220/4ic5ild/1
http://newsletters.cmail3.com/l/590220/4ic5ild/h
http://newsletters.cmail3.com/l/590220/4ic5ild/k
http://newsletters.cmail3.com/l/590220/4ic5ild/u
http://newsletters.cmail3.com/l/590220/4ic5ild/o
http://newsletters.cmail3.com/l/590220/4ic5ild/b
http://newsletters.cmail3.com/l/590220/4ic5ild/n
http://newsletters.cmail3.com/l/590220/4ic5ild/8
http://newsletters.cmail3.com/l/590220/4ic5ild/p
http://newsletters.cmail3.com/l/590220/4ic5ild/x
http://newsletters.cmail3.com/l/590220/4ic5ild/3
http://www.opengovernmentinglendalecalifornia.org/
http://www.rcfp.org/ogg/index.php?op=browse&state=CA
http://www.vanguardians.org/
http://zipskinny.com/
http://zipskinny.com/
http://zipskinny.com/
http://www.globalincidentmap.com/home.php
http://zipskinny.com/
http://www.insidesocal.com/east/politics/
http://www.insidesocal.com/east/politics/
http://www.insidesocal.com/east/politics/
http://www.opengovernmentinglendalecalifornia.org/The%20Glendale%20California%20100K%20Club.htm
http://spreadsheets.google.com/pub?key=pX20oVweX1Uff6s2p-VOccg&output=html
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zBK5g2HbsHI
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zBK5g2HbsHI
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zBK5g2HbsHI
http://www.opengovernmentinglendalecalifornia.org/Archive%20of%20Recent%20Vanguard%20Newsletters.htm
http://www.ci.glendale.ca.us/agenda.asp?OrganizationID=4
http://www.ci.glendale.ca.us/agenda.asp?OrganizationID=37
http://www.ci.glendale.ca.us/agenda.asp?OrganizationID=176
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 4 Vanguardians  
Diana Ringer is our new Webmaster and host replacing Linda Lazar who did a yeoman‟s job of 
getting Vanguardians.org up and running quickly and efficiently. Diana has a target date of 
January to coincide with our expanded emailing and the beginning of the Glendale election 
process. The reinvigorated web site will offer a blog and forums and many other things. Diana 
will have a periodic column in Vanguard to address your questions about web sites. She owns 
Web Concierge Services (www.webconciergeservices.com) and offers web design, consulting, and 

hosting services to small- and medium-sized businesses, non-profits and charitable organizations. The emphasis is 
on personalized service, and business-centric philosophy for judging the effectiveness of a site. Services include, 
but not limited to: Web Project Management & Development; Hosted Web App Integration; Website Maintenance; 
Customized Web Hosting (Linux | Windows). Diana Ringer has many years experience as a programmer, systems 
analyst, and business liaison.  Web Concierge, (888) 821-1196.She is very proud of her website 
www.ourfinest.org a tribute to our military. Check it out. Diana is assisted by Victor Route in Texas. Victor 
is responsible for loading content. 

 
My name is Victor, and I'm 14 years old. I live in Texas, and I attend High School. I have a heavy 
interest in computers and am a member of the speech and debate team. I have a love for music 
and my favorite artist is Michael McDonald. I'm a huge NASCAR fan; my favorite driver is Michael 
Waltrip. I like offering my services, and find great pleasure in helping others.  
 

 
If you would like to participate in the web design let us know. 
 
VOLUNTEERMATCH Volunteers for reporters living in the Glendale area or virtual…please contact Barry Allen about 
assignments to write reports on the Commissions and Boards for Vanguard. 

info@vanguardians.org to subscribe to the Weekly News on issues that impact Glendale. The media with a voice; the organization that 
gets results you want; we encourage and support advocacy, involvement and engagement with government.© 2008 

Vanguard is intended for personal use by recipient and forwarding without change to recipient‟s personal email list. Vanguardians is a 
501C3 charitable non-profit corporation Contributions are tax deductible. Vanguardians does not use commercial fundraisers. To ensure 
you receive Vanguard, please add our email addresses info@vanguardians.org, and ba@fieldworks.net - to your address book or Internet 
Service Provider safe list. Annual subscription for email $50, by US Mail $75, Newsstand $2 per issue Copyrighted materials used with 
permission.  
 

5 the Insider is a digest of information from city employees that care about the way the City is run. 

As they are concerned about retaliation, Vanguard provides them the opportunity to have this forum. Their identities are kept 
confidential. The comments are their own.  
 

There is a move going on by Starbird and Weaver to clip the wings of Edith Fuentes because she, in her findings, is 
often at odds with the HOAs. Starbird has never hidden his dislike of her ever since she stood up to the previous 
two Planning Directors, not Hassan, but the two before that. She doesn't make determination based on political 
pressure and that has marked her. Fuentes knows she has no future here with Starbird in charge.  
 
Look for the managers to push for golden handshakes in the current budget discussion, offers that won't be made 
to regular employees. 
 
A Glendale City Employee, Mike Brennan, lost his home in the recent fire storms. Only his front step remains. He 
had 15 minutes to get things into his car and get out. This happened only a few days following surgery to his broken 
leg that happened when he was hit by a car which ran a red light while on the job. He was on crutches as he 
escaped. 

VANGUARDIANS 
 

Please make checks payable to ―VANGUARDIANS‖  
Mail to:  POB 11202 Glendale, CA 91226 

 Contributions are tax deductible – You will receive a receipt for income tax purposes 
 

 

http://www.webconciergeservices.com/
http://www.ourfinest.org/
mailto:info@vanguardians.org
mailto:Vanguard1@charter.net
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6 Humor 

 
And your source of news and information is? 

7. For Candidates Only:  Answers to your questions…. 

Fair Political Practices Commission (FPPC) 
 
Campaign Disclosure Manual 2 - Information for Local Candidates, Their Controlled Committees, and Primarily 
Formed Committees for Local Candidates (revised May 2007) 
Full Manual  Individual Chapters  

Form 410 (1/05) -- Statement of Organization 

Form 501 (1/05) -- Candidate Intention Statement 

Form 460 (1/05) -- Consolidated Campaign Disclosure Form 

New 2007/08 Reporting and Other Requirements 

New Reporting Requirements for Candidate Controlled Committees (06/08) 

CANDIDATE / TREASURER SEMINARS This two-hour workshop provides information to candidates and their 
treasurers on how to prepare their campaign finance reports and observe the Political Reform Act's requirements 
and prohibitions. Reservations are required! Call 1-866-ASK-FPPC (1-866-275-3772) or 916-322-5660 to sign up. 
Wednesday, January 7, 2009  7:00 - 9:00 p.m.  
City of Pasadena City Hall, Council Chambers - Room S249 100 N. Garfield Avenue Pasadena, CA 91109 

Glendale Campaign Finance Ordinance 

Question to Scott Howard, City Attorney: A potential candidate for Council is asking if his emancipated child who 
works for the City can contribute to his campaign under the new ordinance and under the Charter. 

Response: The Charter (Article XXIII section 25) prohibits an employee from contributing money toward the 
nomination or election of a candidate for Municipal office.  Emancipation is irrelevant, as the inquiry is whether the 
individual making the contribution is an employee, not whether he/she is related by blood, marriage etc. to the 
candidate.  Employee Associations as a group are not covered by this prohibition. However, labor organizations are 
covered by the campaign contribution limitations under ordinance 5621.    

 
City elections candidates:  Vanguardians will share any public records we obtain upon your request to Barry Allen at 818 745 

6770. As a 501(c)3 we are prohibited from either supporting or opposing any candidate for public office. 

Candidates may pickup petition forms and other information at Glendale City Clerk starting January 8, 2009 

 

http://www.fppc.ca.gov/
http://www.fppc.ca.gov/manuals/manual2local.pdf
http://www.fppc.ca.gov/index.html?ID=505#man2_ind
http://www.fppc.ca.gov/forms/1-05forms/410.pdf
http://www.fppc.ca.gov/forms/1-05forms/501.pdf
http://www.fppc.ca.gov/forms/1-05forms/460.pdf
http://www.fppc.ca.gov/index.html?ID=3
http://www.fppc.ca.gov/manuals/reqs/18421.7_FS_0608.pdf
http://www.ci.glendale.ca.us/gmc/Ordinance5621.pdf

