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GLENDALE IS NOT BUSINESS FRIENDLY  

The four stages of Vanguardians “First they ignore you, then they laugh at you, then they fight you, then you win.” 
Mahatma Gandhi describing the stages of establishment resistance to a winning strategy of nonviolent advocacy 

  

CCM LAURA FRIEDMAN GIVEN 10 DAYS to provide explanations or corrections to her filings 

for failure to report business interests by Fair Political Practice Commission 
 

BUSINESS FRIENDLY GLENDALE Plans to increase fees from businesses Backflow Prevention 

Assembly devices rather that cut expenses. It takes $229,771.99 to do the paperwork to remind people to test the 
backflow device plus the City wants a $250 fine for non-compliance. Add to that Fire Department fees. The 
businesses are paying an awful lot of money for paper pushing. Another glorious day for the Council to approve this 
administrative fee structure. 

 

SIGNIFICANT EXPOSURE TO LITIGATION Closed Session has several serious issues. Our reports have 

conjectured that the issues could include the latest filing for a police civil rights lawsuit or writs challenging propery 
rights or even the Prop 218 issue that would require the City to return transfer from the General Fund to the GWP. 
 

WE ARE FOLLOWING THESE STORIES:  

 New Writ of Mandate filed against City by Foothill Lumber 

 Ivy Glen independent living facility/Goode House.  
 

Vanguardians is expanding into other areas. If you know people who want accountable government in their area, 
ask them to call Barry Allen at 818 243 1502 
 

Vanguard 
News Service Vol V 
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―Accountability”  

The Government Watchdog 
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Sponsor the upcoming Vanguardians’ Town Halls.  
Contact Barry Allen 818 243 1502 for details 

November 20 FRIDAY BUSINESS BREAKFAST  
See you at Foxy’s at 7AM 

  
Vanguard is published independently by Vanguardians, Inc. Advocating for Accountability– Our vision is to live in a community where all 
people can enjoy accountability, integrity, effectiveness and responsiveness from our government.  

 

 

  

 

 
 LAUREL MILLER    IS WORKING OVERTIME THIS WEEK 

 

CONTENTS: 
1) Commentary 

2) Shout Box 
3) Public Records   

4) Vanguardians  

5) 5) The Insider  
6)  Dais Text Messages 

7) Neighborhood News Briefs 
 

 

1 You may agree or disagree with the views below. Feel free to comment on them. 

 

From the Publisher…  CONSCIENCE 

On some positions, Cowardice asks the question "Is it safe?" Expediency asks the question "Is it 
politic?" And Vanity comes along and asks the question "Is it popular?" But Conscience asks the 
question "Is it right?" And there comes a time when one must take a position that is neither safe, 
nor politic, nor popular, but he must do it because Conscience tells him it is right. (1968) MARTIN 
LUTHER KING JR. 

 In the past week I have responded to questions and criticisms about the complaints Vanguardians made to 
the Fair Political Practices Commission (FPPC) regarding elected and appointed officials in Glendale. I was 
unaware of the Martin Luther King Jr. quote until it was sent me by someone to whom I confided my dilemma.  
 That quote indeed covered my emotions and mentality as I gathered the evidence that was submitted to 
the FPPC. Were it not for hosting Vanguardians‘ property rights forum I would have been at the Council meeting 
being asked questions about why I complained about something that many people accept because they know the 
official; or that the official has done so much for the community; or they belong to this or that charity or service 
club.  

 Where are the people that want more law enforcement when it comes time to enforce the laws that are in 
place to safeguard the public from unscrupulous public officials? You hear them yell and 
scream when a Congressman is found to keep cold hard cash in his freezer; or is playing 
footsie under the toilet stall divider. When it comes to a local Pol being slapped, many come 
to his aid and, no doubt, he will be returned to office by a landslide vote. I guess that says a 
lot about voter integrity. 

 We each have an obligation to understand the dynamics of claiming to be a victim, in 
this case, a victim of the laws made to protect us from ourselves. We have watched as officials have enriched 
themselves from our tax dollars. We have watched as they have traded favors for money. We have watched as 
certain community members have shared our largesse with officials. Being a voyeur is bad; even worse is 
standing by and saying nothing. 

 I have chosen to be engaged and involved with the government; to praise and cajol; when laws are broken 
I have chosen to set aside politic, safety and popularity while being a stand for Conscience. 

 Try it. Stop taking direction and orders from sycophants and tyrants. You may sleep with one eye open but 
after you get used to the slings and arrows, you will feel better for standing up for the laws that were written with 
your interest in mind; the laws that were written because officials need direction to do what is right.  

 Coincidentally the following article was published about four City Council Members in San Jacinto who got 
caught because of a ―tip‖ to the authorities from a watchdog. 

 
 “Four San Jacinto City Council members and five others were indicted Thursday on charges they 
conspired to hide campaign contributions and offer bribes to advance their political careers. 

Luna Playhouse 818 500 7200 – 3706 San Fernando Road presents 

IF YOUR EYES ARE CLEAR 

Opening Reception Nov 19; Nov 20, 21 Dec 3,4,5 & 10, 11, 12 8PM 
Story Line – Judge told to convict an innocent 
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In one of the most sweeping public corruption cases to hit the Inland region, prosecutors say hundreds of 
thousands of dollars exchanged hands between the council members and the developers and businessmen. 
Goods and property also were traded, prosecutors say.  

"These elected officials were entrusted with power and misused that power to advance their own political 
ambition and to satisfy their greed," Riverside County District Attorney Rod Pacheco said.  

"It's a good city with a lot of good folks there. They deserve better."  
The 155-count indictment includes 56 felonies and 99 misdemeanors ranging from money laundering, tax 

fraud, bribery, perjury and filing false government documents.  
"Laws are useless unless they are enforced," Pacheco said. "Failure to enforce public-integrity 

laws is a threat to democracy. The public has a right to be free from corrupt individuals." [ED-Emphasis 
added.] 

During the 18-month long investigation, authorities served 32 search warrants, and a special criminal grand 
jury interviewed more than 120 people.‖ BARRY ALLEN 
 
Coming:  Questioning, Challenging and Debating;  Deifying Public Safety; Divide & Conquer  

 
"If you can't drink a lobbyist's whiskey, take his money, sleep with his women and still vote against him in the morning, you 
don't belong in politics."  And, ―Money is the mothers‘ milk of politics.‖Jesse Unruh 
 

"The American Republic will endure until the day Congress discovers that it can bribe the public with the public's money" - 
Alexis de Tocqueville 
 
Insanity: doing the same thing over and over again and expecting different results. Albert Einstein 

 

COMMENTARY:   TO UNDERSTAND A GLENDALE COUNCILMAN, GO TO AUSTRALIA 

Sometimes what a councilman doesn't do is more telling that what he says or does. Last week I got 
the confirmation I needed that Councilman Najarian is deep in management's pocket, like Koala's 
Joey clinging inside the comfort of his mother pouch. 

Mr. Najarian had an opportunity to atone for his reluctance to question city management on 
the $348,000 fine the city had imposed on a hapless resident a few months ago. The city's victim 
had complied with a fire department order to trim her trees only to find that she had inadvertently 

violated a new city ordinance. 
Now before him was another resident with a claim by the city that his water meter indicated he had used 

over a million gallons of water in two months. Mr. Najarian was mum. No kind words to the resident. No hard 
questions to the city staff. 

That, in a nutshell, has been Najarian's playbook. Don't criticize the city management, don't question any 
cost overruns, don't question wasteful spending, always agree on any employee union demands; reluctantly 
embrace the plight of the residents. 

In the tree-trimming case, he defended the city staff until a highly publicized ridicule of his leadership turned 
the council in the resident's favor. Now in light of another bizarre charge to another resident, the best he can muster 
is silence. 

Back in March of this year, after appeals and protests by residents on the high electrical utility fees, he 
simply adopted the response cooked up by the city management - that when you combine water, electricity and 
trash fees, that Glendale isn't so expensive. He forgot to mention that those who complained about the high rates 
generally don't pay for the water and only pay partially for trash collection.  

A year ago on November 12th, a GWP report noted that around 20,000 families needed electrical rate 
relief. The report was noted and filed. It didn't matter to Najarian that nearly all the residents asking for relief were of 
his own ethnicity. It didn't matter that those utility customers were the elderly, on fixed incomes or those 
economically hard-pressed.  

When the city came up with a questionable concept to provide access to 
the bus schedule on a Personal Digital Assistant (PDA) it never occurred to Mr. 
Najarian, that the preponderance of those who ride the buses are likely unable to 
afford a wireless PDA service. Mr. Najarian then claimed that people could still 
access the information on their computers. It didn't matter to Mr. Najarian that the 
bus schedules could be accessed for free over the internet.  

When residents near Glendale High School came pleading for relief of the 
increase in noise and traffic and lack of parking near their homes, he was 
dismissive of their concerns. It took months to get the city's cooperation. 

When residents in Area 14 complained about the potential high traffic and 
tearing down of the garden homes apartments in their neighborhoods, Mr. Najarian 
showed little empathy or concern to their needs. 
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When residents came to council to request a municipal aquatic facility, the appeal fell on deaf ears. He had 
conveniently forgotten that it was one of his over-the-top announcements during televised debate held by the 
League of Women Voters. After years of badgering, he finally acquiesced to support his own campaign pledge.  

When the president of the school board came to the city for reconsideration of the high electric utility bills 
they bear, a move that could save many teaching jobs, Mr. Najarian responded as dismissive as he had been with 
other residents. 

But give Mr. Najarian an opportunity to wax friendly with city contractors and developers, and a warm 
countenance washes over him. It has taken me a while, but I've concluded the real reason why Mr. Najarian ran for 
public office, and it's difficult to come up with examples of the public interest. I am not the only one realizing it. I feel 
confident that the city management knows to keep him warm, cozy and protected, tucked firmly in place for the next 
round of salary and pension negotiations.  

For the city's management, the issue is not about how big the politician's values are, it is more about his 

other koalaties. HERBERT MOLANO 

 

COMMENTARY II: TOOTING YOUR HORN WHEN YOU ARE FAT AND PRETTY. 

The trouble with attending city council meetings is in experiencing the gradual death of the myth of local 
government - That somehow, if you look carefully enough, you'll find councilmen with a layer of public concern or 
ethics waiting to be tapped.  

But as you count the days, then months, then years, you find that the focus of the city council is aimed 
squarely at doing favors for land developers or in acquiescing to employee union wishes. But real governance, like 
attention to crime trends or attending to the social ills of the city, must be left for someone else entirely. 

The myth we share about Glendale governance did not come about by chance. It is as rigorously planned 
and worked on as is the reconstruction of a city street. I've been meaning to calculate how much Glendale city 
management spends in managing its image, but it must consume thousands upon thousands of man-hours each 
year. 

Creating a façade by waxing endlessly about being a premier city, Glendale management gives self-
congratulations at every opportunity. They highlight the work of charitable organizations as if their successes 
depended on city money. They prepare talking points just before city council meetings, analyze the performance of 
each staff member the day after, and on financial reports, they remove trends and graphs that tell the financial 
impact of their policies. It's like playing "Where is Waldo?" you got to search in earnest to locate anything 

meaningful.  
Growth in government spending doubled in the last ten years, but, you'll never see an 

official graph. Growth in employee medical insurance costs are up by 500% in the same period but 
is not likely to show up anywhere. Pension costs now 300% higher and rising rapidly but you'll 
never get the city management to admit it.  

Controlling the message is the one indubitable attribute of the city manager - Jim Starbird. 
He was hired in Glendale for his governmental financial experience, but his salient acumen is the 
control the city's image and the public message. But any capable city manager who wants to 
remain at the helm knows how far to take transparency before a councilman cries foul. 

The essential lessons are that you can control the image through the Police Department 
and the Fire Department. That is why this city is so obsessed with the police canine unit displays for local children 
and the fire department equipment display at scores of school events each year. There is also nothing quite like 
watching a fire engine or a ladder truck racing through the city with lights flashing and sirens blaring on their way to 
an emergency medical call. Why they would send a huge vehicle to navigate congested streets can only be justified 
as another image- building opportunity.  

The obsession with image is the common line that ties city management and councilmen together. Every 
major influencing entity must receive a significant favor from the city government to ensure their cooperation. 
Money goes out and oversight is kept at arm‘s length.  

What better way to control your official message than through the Chamber of Commerce? When you can 
guarantee a steady income stream through the fire fighters' payroll deductions, you can expect reciprocity. The idea 
is sheer PR creativity. But you can enhance your influence further when you can get the greatest benefactor of city 
subsidies, Caruso Affiliated, to be the major force at the chamber's board. The more you can assure the chamber's 
future financial stability through city machinations, the more they are likely to endorse their preferred candidate. 

But nothing could be so grand as to control the profitability of the major local paper. Control the revenues 
from at least four major sources, and the paper's very survival is at stake. He who can influence the advertising 
purchases by the city government, the shopping park associations, the Americana at Brand, and the car 
dealerships, controls the message. I've seen this tactic in Latin America where the church plays hardball politics 
with the newspapers. 

That is why it is not surprising to me to see local religious leaders involved. They are invited to verbalize 
their homilies as their invocation at council meetings. It's not scripture, but by God it is inspiring. Nothing like lining 
up with the Almighty for the ultimate blessing of council actions. All we need now is the local parish priest to 
sprinkle holy water on the day the budget gets the approval. 
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And that is why Glendale doesn't show up on any list of the top 100 cities in which to live - The city 
management can't control the message from independent surveys. That is why the Quality of life indicators are 
better not discussed. Why worry the public with the increase obesity of the city's children, or the lack of adequate 
parkland, or the worsening increase of Marijuana and other drug use, or the worsening traffic congestion, or a 
fragile infrastructure, or so many other negative indicators that councilmen are unwilling to face? Maybe you just 
can't run for statewide office effectively on that kind of record.  

When you have a city where you can have a fire-fighter retire at age 53 with a $180,000 per year pension 
for life while 20,000 families are hardly able to afford their jacked-up utility bill, you are really in control. When those 
facts don't reach the voting public, you controlled the message effectively. You've arrived in Glendale - Where 
image over substance reigns, and where the the myth of a premier city is eagerly sought. Relax. We are all sitting 

here fat and pretty. HERBERT MOLANO 

 
All that is necessary for the triumph of evil is for good women & men to do nothing 

 
Sacred cows make the best hamburgers. Abbie Hoffman 

 
Public Officials are manufacturers - many make excuses - some make trouble - only a handful make things happen  

 
  

 

 
 
 

 Christian Arbid 

 
The only way to make sure people you agree with can speak is to support the rights of people you don't agree with.  ELEANOR 
HOLMES NORTON  
 

"Power corrupts the few, while weakness corrupts the many" -Eric Hoffer, 1902-1983 
 
Moral cowardice that keeps us from speaking our minds is as dangerous to this country as irresponsible talk. The right way is not always the 
popular and easy way. Standing for right when it is unpopular is a true test of moral character.  Margaret Chase Smith 

 

TAKE ACTION – GET INVOLVED – BE INFORMED – SHARE VANGUARD – VOLUNTEER 

2Shout Box   ED – Letters published do not necessarily express the opinion of Vanguardians, this publication, the organization or 

Barry Allen. Names are used only when requested. Initials are used as there are people, believe it or not, who are concerned with retaliation or 
have issues before a legislative body. Letters will be published that are signed and are not hate oriented. 
 

HARASSMENT TRAINING: Didn't the city just complete a one or two year training on sexual 

harassment in the workplace? They held the extensive training at the police department which 
involved several hours for each city employee. At what cost? Has the city determined that this 
training had little or no impact? Is the city merely going to conduct more of this training? What 
change in outcome do they expect? This kind of behavior by employees often mirrors 
the culture established by people positioned at the top of the organizational ladder. Is this new 

round of harassment training a result of recent lawsuits in the police department? Wasn't it Adams who was always 
reminding the public that police department lawsuits had all occurred under a previous administration? What 
will Adams say now . . . oh, I forgot, he left abruptly to take a chief's position in a very small city in San Gabriel 
Valley known for its unprofessional police force. Could he have seen these lawsuits coming and decided to get out 
of Dodge before they made public notice? Strange how the former fire chief, Chris Gray, did the same thing. Both 
had said they loved the city of Glendale and would serve out the rest of their careers here. Their abrupt departures 
shocked the city manager and council members.  What happened?   PB 
 

AWESOME Vanguard last week. I enjoyed the news that I can‘t get elsewhere. Molano‘s piece, especially the 

subtleness of N & S Korea was superb. Everything flowed so well. I read it from stem to stern and I don‘t own a 
boat. Keep up the fantastic work. Congratulations to Laurel, Herbert and Bruce. Barry Allen as well. I mention Barry 
last because he will be catching the flack from the Council flakes. VG 
 

LOVE OR FEAR AUTHORITY? There will never be a nude club in downtown Glendale. It is where it should be in 

LA on the other side of the tracks. We are a God-fearing city. KG  [ED – Thanks for your comments especially 

Total Number 
of Current and 
Active Glendale 
Foreclosures as 
of Nov. 13, 09 

are:  935 
 

CHRISTIAN ARBID is a Real Estate Broker and Loss Mitigator. If 
you have questions about Foreclosures, Short Sales, Saving Your 
Home, Loan Modifications, email him at christianarbid@gmail.com 
and your question may be answered in the next issue of Vanguard. 

 

 
A RECORD HIGH 

http://www.wisdomquotes.com/002618.html
http://www.wisdomquotes.com/002618.html
http://www.wisdomquotes.com/002119.html
mailto:christianarbid@gmail.com
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about being God fearing. Isn‘t it a travesty that we are taught to fear God the ultimate authority? That reasoning 
may explain why so many fear Government, the authority.] 
 

AN EDITORIAL ADVISORY BOARD MEMBER said: I'm not finished with the entire edition, yet, but it's a great 

issue/edition.  The shenanigans are coming out as something more.  I am a bit concerned about printing even 
someone else's comments about what appears to be an alcohol problem on the part of Dave Weaver. Not that he 
should be permitted to come to meetings under the influence, but comments like the fellow made about 'smelling 
alcohol on his breath' are not, I think, an appropriate way to deal with a person's disease.  It certainly can be 
mentioned, but stripping away dignity with snide allusions as a result of a legitimate illness troubles me.  And I'm 
not sure how to let a citizen have his say without censoring his comments. Jeff S 
 

NO PALETTE FOR CONSPIRACY: I noticed Vanguard didn‘t respond to the writer that asked about Barry Allen 

and John Drayman working together to go after Dave Weaver. [ED – Vanguard doesn‘t involve itself in conspiracy 
theories.] 
 

GWP BASHING WELL DESERVED  Regarding the $5,474 GWP bill Mr. Norton received, I thought this 

outrageous -- I know that he received a refund for what he had to pay (the approximately 3K down payment) but the 
city made him go through hoops to make his point that he didn't owe for this amount of water usage.  
  For the time wasted and the stress the city put him through in this matter he should receive 
compensation such as 6 months free water -- or how about a year of free water and an apology.  
  If this had happened to me, I doubt whether I would have been able to come up with his figures to make my 
point and I wouldn't have been able to hold my temper. He did a yeoman‘s job in making his point. 
Seems the GWP department stinks! They make a mistake or there is a malfunction of some kind and he suffers 
with his worry, time and cash up front. No logic from these workers. 
  I thought that the City Council was not forthright enough after hearing him speak -- only CC Quintero 
mentioned "common sense" was needed. But most response was something similar to: (paraphrasing) Lets look 
into this matter or do further checking -- just the same old nonsense. There was no real empathy or real concern -- 
it was truly sickening to watch the bureaucrats at work (they all new about it before Norton spoke). I really find it a 
strain to watch the CC meetings, anyway -- am usually disgusted and turn it off.  
 What would have happened if the homeowner couldn't come up with the 3K down payment of what was 
billed . . . who knows? Marlene Walker [ED – The time has come to write your Assembly member or State Senator 
to have municipal utilities placed under jurisdiction of the Public Utilities Commission (PUC).] 
 

IN RESPONSE TO, ―Recession is Over,‖ here is what Newsweek had to say. Click here. 
 

COUNCIL WATCHER: Friedman hasn‘t a clue. Blaming the architecture of the Americana on Caruso when the 

public railed against walls and signs. Where was she when the public hearings were held? This Council has no 
priorities; they hire a consulting firm to get Glendale on a destination map rather than the worst driver city and the 
highest recreational drug use maps. Quintero and Weaver want more vendors so they can have new pockets to 
clean for the cash for their campaigns – Weaver for Council and Quintero (who doesn‘t have to leave Glendale) for 
the Assembly.  Mohill does make a good target for the Council to take potshots. He is tenacious. CW 
 

GOOD NEWS PRESS: The Glendale News Press (GNP) last week bragged about their new format. 

Unfortunately, the content was the same sanitized pablum. If you never went to a city council meeting you would 
think everything was hunky-dory in Glendale. 

For instance, the Nov 11, 2009 issue of the GNP included, ―City Happy with Budget Position‖ as a headline. 
The article discusses the City Council‘s action regarding the budget. Unfortunately the GNP provided no comments 
by the public, such as, ―what contingency plans did the city have if the State decides to take money from the city?‖ 
The city treasurer‘s report stated ―the recession is over,‖ once again, public comment addressed to the City 
Treasurer was not in the article.  

 ―Opinions Mixed on Giant Ads,‖ was devoid of the background material. One person spoke of the  division 
in the public where some fought ―tooth and nail‖ to tear down all the ugly advertising signs throughout the city.  

The Sanitized Glendale News Press never mentioned public criticism of the recent $28 million 
Redevelopment Bond or the $19 million council approved Action Item for the GWP. 

What the public reads is basically a press release from the City of Glendale. Fortunately the malcontents 

have Vanguard to get the news that the City does not want us to have. Mike Mohill  [ED- Vanguard doesn‘t get 

$200,000 from the City either. A sanitized newspaper can be the result of ‗money over integrity‘.] 

 

PARCEL TAXES ARE COMING Regarding the parcel tax that the Glendale School board is proposing -- I do not 

want to pay this additional money -- my property taxes are already high. I don't currently have and have never had 
children in the Glendale school district. 

http://www.newsweek.com/id/208633
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  Additionally, we are already paying extra in our taxes for the parking structure at Glendale CC -- which 
definitely has no advantage to me because of where I live on Greenbriar Road. All of the available street parking is 
filled by students all day 5 days a week and I have no parking for any of my guests -- I live four blocks from the 
school.  They park bumper to bumper on both sides of the street. The students should use there own parking 
structure or other specified student off-campus parking that is available. 
  Now, this mention of a parcel tax being good because of high property values in Glendale is very unfair.  
For those who are not aware, property values have gone down on ALL property in Glendale.  
  Why should I pay more for K-12 schools -- this parcel tax should be a special tax to be paid by those who's 
children attend school. So very many of the parents who's children attend school don't own their home so they don't 
care about the taxes so would be inclined to support this parcel tax. 
  I suggest getting the teacher's union to pay the taxes -- the union can afford it with all of the millions they 
control and invest. They seem to have many millions to support their causes with ads placed on TV, etc. for 
elections of the candidates they support as well as spending millions on special propositions and initiatives they 
propose that are placed on the ballot. Teachers should be taken care of by the union when there is a downturn in 
the economy. What are they created for? If the unions want their union dues -- take care of the members. No, they 
are really created to control others and increase their largess. It would be interesting to see what holdings the 
Teacher's Union have and how these dollars are spent for lobbyists, union management salaries and investments 
in the market -- where this money goes like lining certain pockets, etc. The taxpayers already have to pay to 
maintain the pensions of these union employees in the event of a downturn in their investments such as right now? 
Enough is enough!  Marlene Walker  [ED – Wait until the special assessment districts come.] 

 
When the people fear their government, there is tyranny; when the government fears the people, there is liberty.  
Thomas Jefferson  

 
I am a legislator. I write the laws therefore I can wrong them.  Throckmorton P. Aardvark III 

 
They came first for the agitators.  I didn’t speak up because I wasn’t an agitator. 
Then they came for the activists.  I didn’t speak up because I wasn’t an activist.  

Then they came for the advocates.  I didn’t speak up because I wasn’t an advocate.  
Then they came for the journalists.  I didn’t speak up because I wasn’t a journalist. 

 When they came for me . . .  there was no one left to speak up  
  Adapted from Pastor Martin Niemoller 

 

3 Public Information 

"Just the facts" 
 

Donôt Tell Us About Litigation: City of Glendale flies in the face of a Supreme Court Decision that 
states government employee compensation is a matter of public record. Glendale refuses to provide the 
names of the recipients and the amounts of performance bonuses paid to them. The City also refuses to 
provide the information as to the names of employees and the amounts of their contribution to the State 
pension system. In fact some of them receive their benefits without having paid into CalPERS. 
 
Home Page of Open Government (???) in Glendale California  
 

Click to view the agenda   City Council    Housing Authority   Redevelopment Agency  
Meetings at City Hall (CH) are in the Council Chambers, 2

nd
 Floor at 613 E Broadway. 

Meetings at the Municipal Services Bldg. (MSB) are in room 105 at 633 E Broadway. 
Meetings at the Perkins Bldg (PB) are in the Conference Room at 141 N Glendale Ave. 

Phone numbers are in area code 818 unless noted otherwise 
 Monday, November 16 
Glendale Police Advisory Council – 6:00 pm, CH 548-3140 This meeting is not televised. 
 
Tuesday, November 17 

2:30 PM CH Housing Authority – 548-2060; Redevelopment Agency--548-2005 
Joint Meeting –RE:  Program Planning for CDBG, Emergency Shelter and HOME Annual Action Plans  

RE: Presentation on the Sacramento-San Joaquin River Delta and Water Supply 548-4844 
6:00 pm City Council -- 548-4844 
 
Wednesday, November 18 

Zoning Administrator – 9:30 am, MSB 548-2140 
Civil Service Commission– 3:00 pm, CH 548-2110 
Planning Commission – 5:00 pm, MSB 548-2140 

 
Thursday, November 19 

Arts & Cultural Commission – 2:00 pm, CH 548-2000 
Design Review Board #2 – 5:00 pm MSB  548-2140 

 

http://opengovernmentinglendalecalifornia.org/
http://www.ci.glendale.ca.us/agenda.asp?OrganizationID=4
http://www.ci.glendale.ca.us/agenda.asp?OrganizationID=37
http://www.ci.glendale.ca.us/agenda.asp?OrganizationID=176


 

8 

 
Whenever the people are well-informed, they can be trusted with their own government.  

Thomas Jefferson 
 

Without freedom of thought, there can be no such thing as wisdom; and no such thing as public liberty, without freedom of 
speech.  Benjamin Franklin 

 
Live so that you wouldn't be ashamed to sell the family parrot to the town Gossip. Will Rogers 

 

4 Vanguardians  
 At the Vanguardians Friday Breakfast at Foxy’s we discussed San Jacinto City Council. Each week we add a 
few new faces and have returning warriors. Become one. This is an excellent opportunity to share 
opinions about quality of life issues.   

 Get breaking Glendale News by signing up for an RSS feed at www.vanguardians.org   

 Great opportunity for you to place your ad or link on www.vanguardians.org  
 

VANGUARDIANS needs your Continuing Financial Support 
Please make checks payable to ―VANGUARDIANS‖ Mail to:  POB 11202 Glendale, CA 91226 

 Your contributions are tax deductible. You will receive a receipt for income tax purposes 
You may donate online at www.vanguardians.org  

5 the Insider is a report from city employees that care about the way the City is run. As they are concerned 

about retaliation, their identities are secret. Vanguard provides them the opportunity to have this forum. The comments are their 
own.    

Vanguardians reporting on the latest example of how Glendale is managed, the $5,000+ water bill, 
has to get the public wondering. "Is the only way to get City Staff to do the right thing to get the City 
Council involved?" Remember the trees, the grass, the DRB appeals, to name a few. Everybody 
knows that when you get the Council on your side that things go easier. It took less time to get a 
Design Review approval for the Americana than some of the room additions to houses in this City 

because small projects by homeowners aren't important and staff can mess with them all they want. Expect more 
and more complaints by the public to go to the council during public comments because staff won't help until 
directed by Council, and council won't give direction until it becomes a public spectacle. What an operation! 

6 Text Message Intercepts….On a Tuesday… 
―be careful – he is probably listening‘ 
―Meet me in back‖ 
―What is he talking about‖ 
―How am I going to pay‖‖ 
―He is a real sob:‖ 
―He got Laura you and who is next?‖‖ 
―Can the fine be paid by City‘‖ 
―I told u my office is bugged‖ 
―Demirjian called me‖ 

―Well she stuck her foot in her mouth‖ 
―He‘ll give me the $$$‖ 
―Now we know why he took the  
Picture by the Riverside Court‖ 
―I like the rental it has a pool‖ 
―Ardy sez he is snooping again‖ 
―We gotta stop him‖ 
 

―He is ez‖ 

 
A people that values its privileges above its principals soon loses both.--Dwight D. Eisenhower 

 
"Life should NOT be a journey to the grave with the intention of arriving safely in an attractive and well preserved body, 

but rather to skid in sideways - Chardonnay in one hand - chocolate in the other - body thoroughly used up, totally 
worn out and screaming "WOO HOO, What a Ride". 

 

Opportunity is missed by most people, because it is dressed in overalls and looks like work.--Thomas A. Edison 

 

7 NEWS BRIEFS FROM THE NEIGHBORHOOD City Makes Cuts In 'Dire Financial' Time 

A City Council unanimously approved pay cuts to begin December 19 that will extend to all municipal 
workers in an effort to fix the city’s “dire financial condition.”  

The Internet and Cell Phone 
communications may not be 
as secure as once thought. 

 

http://www.vanguardians.org/
http://www.vanguardians.org/
http://www.vanguardians.net/
http://ix1.mbxserver.net/ac/lt/t_go.php?i=166&e=Mzc5ODIw&l=-http--www.publicceo.com/index.php--Q-option--E-com_content--A-view--E-article--A-id--E-848:santa-maria-makes-cuts-in-dire-financial-time--A-catid--E-151:local-governments-publicceo-exclusive--A-Itemid--E-20
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11-12-09, Retirement Benefits Between a Typical Private Sector Worker and a Policeman or Fireman  

 

RECENT COMMENT BY CALPERS CHIEF ACTUARY RON SEELING ―I don‘t want to sugarcoat anything,‖ Seeling 

said as he neared the end of his comments. ―We are facing decades without significant turnarounds in assets, 
decades of — what I, my personal words, nobody else‘s — unsustainable pension costs of between 25 percent of 
pay for a miscellaneous plan and 40 to 50 percent of pay for a safety plan (police and firefighters) … unsustainable 
pension costs. We‘ve got to find some other solution.  

 

Drug data won't help Glendale improve its image Los Angeles Times - Baxter Holmes -  Nov 9, 2009  

Drug-related arrests have increased in Glendale, according to police. Through September, the Glendale Police 

Department reported 876 vice/narcotic arrests, ...  

 

The CalPERS $100,000 Pension Club Check out our searchable database ...  

The CalSTRS $100,000 Pension Club Check out our searchable database ...   

Bankruptcy in San Diego 
 
The City Manager Newsletter From Jack Simpson 
The following is from the City Manager's newsletter, "Picking Up The Pieces" section of November. A number of 
City Manager names are included.  

 

 
Hopp 

 
Allen 

 
Green 

 
Ringer 

  
Medina 

 
Kraft 

 
Miller 

 
Rios 

 
Espiritu 

 
Arbid 

 
Thongsavanh 

 
Field 

 

 
Diana Ringer – Webmaster--CA 
Victor Route – Assistant to Webmaster--LA 
John Kraft – Legislative Liaison--CA 
Richard Espiritu – ADA --CA 
Richard Hopp – Logistics --CA 
Carmen Medina – Artist--NV 
Christopher Bopp – Translator --MA 
Sokkhak Thongsavanh – Data Entry--OH 
Pauline Field – Editor --CA 
Camilla Rios – Research -- CA 
Laurel Miller – Reporter -- CA 

Herbert Molano – Commentator --CA 
Bruce Philpott Public Safety --CA 
Christian Arbid – Real Estate  --CA 
Jeff Green – Consumer Affairs --OH 
Sharee Davis – PR--- CT 
Geniea Picou – Secretary PRA – PA 
Michelle Smith –PA 
Ashley Daniele – Legal  -- TN 
Alana Zeitany – Social Media --NC 
 

 

Route 

Philpott 

Behind the scenes – thanks to all our volunteers some of whom 
are pictured here; the Insiders; and people that call; write letters 
and support Vanguardians; the editorial advisory panel, the 
Board of Directors, Chapter Directors 

 

http://opengovernmentinglendalecalifornia.org/11-12-09%20TL-Calpensions.htm
http://www.latimes.com/news/local/la-me-glendale-drugs10-2009nov10,0,3640252.story
http://news.google.com/news/search?um=1&cf=all&ned=us&hl=en&q=author%3A%22Baxter+Holmes%22&scoring=n
http://www.californiapensionreform.com/database.asp?vttable=calpers
http://www.californiapensionreform.com/database.asp?vttable=calstrs
http://www.sdnn.com/sandiego/2009-11-11/blog/a-more-perfect-union/interview-carl-bankruptcy-in-san-diego
http://ix1.mbxserver.net/ac/lt/t_go.php?i=166&e=Mzc5ODIw&l=-http--www.publicceo.com/index.php--Q-option--E-com_content--A-view--E-article--A-id--E-838:the-city-manager-newsletter-from-jack-simpson--A-catid--E-151:local-governments-publicceo-exclusive--A-Itemid--E-20
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Email info@vanguardians.org to subscribe to the Weekly News on issues that impact Glendale. The media with a voice; the organization that gets results you 
want; we encourage and support advocacy, involvement and engagement with government. Vanguard is intended for personal use by recipient and 
forwarding without change to recipient’s personal email list. Vanguardians is a 501C3 charitable non-profit corporation Contributions are tax deductible. 
Vanguardians does not use commercial fundraisers. To ensure you receive Vanguard, please add our email addresses info@vanguardians.org, 
vanguardweekly@gmail.com and ba@fieldworks.net  - to your address book or Internet Service Provider safe list. Annual subscription for email $50, by US 
Mail $75, Newsstand $2 per issue Copyrighted materials used with permission. ©2009 
 

mailto:info@vanguardians.org
mailto:Vanguard1@charter.net
mailto:vanguardweekly@gmail.com
mailto:ba@fieldworks.net

