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We‟re Baaack!  

The four stages of Vanguardians “First they ignore you, then they laugh at you, then they fight you, then you win.” 
Mahatma Gandhi describing the stages of establishment resistance to a winning strategy of nonviolent advocacy 

 

When WE, the people, are complacent THEY win! 

 
Glendale PD locked down the block bordered by Louise, Doran, Interstate 134 and Kenwood 
Monday evening November 3

rd
  to search for a bank robber. GPD brought in the K-9s, helicopter 

and SWAT. Residents were restricted from the area. Unfortunately the robber wasn‟t 
apprehended. A Vanguard reporter noted:  A similar thing happened on my street last week with 
the helicoptors and street blockages, wonder if they caught whoever it was. It was in La Crescenta 
off Dunsmore and Community south of Foothill. 

 
Walking on the side streets to mid-Brand Blvd during hours of darkness can be a frightening experience due to the 
lack of good street lighting.  As a security professional I can attest that this situation creates an atmosphere that is 
conducive to muggers. 
 
The report on the financial success of the Americana is a bit optimistic considering it covers May and June of 2008 
and not the volatile 3

rd
 quarter where we have seen the mortgage, banking and auto industry meltdown. Reality was 

not factored in. The report did, however, provide some excellent statistics. 
 
Where-oh-where is the the Comprehensive Annual Finnacial Report for Year Ending June 30, 2008? If I were on 
the Council I would be demanding that info. The former acting head of the finance department, Ron Ahlers, is  
moving on to another City. There is a new outside auditor; problems with booking expenses in the wrong year and 
the wrong accounts.  
 
After a week off, Vanguard published by Vanguardians is back with two weeks of news. There is a new series of 
articles by Herbert Molano comparing Glendale with Irvine; Realtor Christian Arbid is adding his periodic 
commentary on the housing dilemma; Laurel Miller has her feature column and Diana Ringer will be debuting our 
new web presence assisted by Victor Route. We are looking forward to the return of cartoonist Rebecca Mock and 
other feature writers such as Shannon Lewis with the weekly claims column. A big thanks to our editorial board. 
 
Need a job? City of Glendale has many openings. 
 

All that is necessary for the triumph of evil is for good women & men to do nothing 
 

A once in a lifetime offer from Vanguardians – Vanguard will be sent to over 50,000 
Glendalians…4 times (200,000 exposures) over a two month period. Your web site link or 

message can be included. Special political rates are available.  
Call Barry Allen 818 243 1502. 

 

 

Vanguard 
Weekly News Vol IV 

Weeks of November 9 & 16, 2008 
City of Glendale, CA Edition 

Uwww.vanguardians.orgUH  

818 243 1502 
“Accountability”  

Glendale‟s Watchdog 

They came first for the agitators.  I didn‟t speak up because I wasn‟t an agitator.                               
Then they came for the activists.  I didn‟t speak up because I wasn‟t an activist.  

Then they came for the advocates.  I didn‟t speak up because I wasn‟t an advocate.  
Then they came for the journalists.  I didn‟t speak up because I wasn‟t a journalist. 

 When they came for me . . .  there was no one left to speak up.                                                              
Adapted from Pastor Martin Niemoller 

What do you want to see on 
our updated new website? 
Please share. 

http://www.ci.glendale.ca.us/job.asp
http://www.vanguardians.org/
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If you have issues with the City and fear retaliation, send them to Vanguardians and we‟ll share them with 
the appropriate department assuring your anonymity.  
 
 
 

City Council 
 Council 11-04  11-12 Annualized Contact info 

Drayman A B+ C+ jdrayman@ci.glendale.ca.us; 

Najarian C+ A B anajarian@ci.glendale.ca.us; 

Quintero C C- B- fquintero@ci.glendale.ca.us; 

Weaver B B+ C- dweaver@ci.glendale.ca.us; 

Yousefian A NR B byousefian@ci.glendale.ca.us; 

 
11-04-08  
Najarian - for sticking to many unnecessary facts rather than the overall sincere need for building permit 
extensions. 
Drayman - for keeping the meeting moving swiftly and reminding us about the vast "number of children being 
sucked into pool filters"! 
Weaver - for being cooperative and yet again speaking aloud 
Quintero - He was physically present. 
Yousefian - for questioning the accounting of A/C units and the further funding of renovations and improvements.   
 
11-12-08 
Drayman - for continuously being focused, clear minded and paying attention to all speakers / presenters 
Najarian - for listening attentively on all matters and keeping an open mind  
Yousefian – not graded as CCM Yousefian was unable to attend most of the meeting 
Weaver - for fair and constructive opinions and input relating to lot splits 
Quintero - for continuing to have a blindfold on relating to any housing development in Glendale 
 
Barry Allen‟s Oral Communication (OC) on November 12: “So many things are important but I will focus on just one 
of them. 

1) Where is the Comprehensive Annual Financial Report (CAFR) for FYE 6-30-08? I have already reported on 
the flaws in the data from the previous CAFR. The former Acting head of the department is leaving the City 
employment. And there is a new Director and a new outside auditor. 

2) Why did the Fire Department take 7 minutes to reach a fatal fire that was less than ½ mile away from the 
fire station? 

3) Why doesn‟t the Fire Dept. have a policy when it comes to behest fund raising? (See #3) 
 

However, this evening I will focus on the Gladys Street flood that cost the taxpayers to date $10,000,000. Litigation 
has been approved for an issue with the escrow company.  In January 2005 the rains came bringing down a city 
engineered fire road that caused the houses below to be flooded with mud, water and debris making them 
uninhabitable. 

The Council met in closed session and voted to litigate rather than settle for $4,000,000 in damages 
claimed by the residents. The people are asking about the thought process that went into making this decision? 

What information was the Council given by their staff? The public deserves to know.” 
As a result of the OC, CCM Najarian requested the City Attorney provide Vanguardians with briefs and 
Najarian volunteered to review them with Allen. 
 

Stay Tuned or Else! 
It takes an awfully civic minded individual to not only attend city council meetings but to bring forth their 

concerns. The meetings often run an average of four hours and can take a considerable amount of time to get to 
the “Oral Communications” portion where one might voice a new concern. Though your issue may be heard, it 
doesn‟t mean anything is going to happen – often it gets put on a future agenda, or the council promises to look into 
it further, but how many problems are actually getting solved? Do the countless complaints heard week in and week 
out actually become agenda items that will be voted on in the near future, or do they merely become more refuse in 
a clogged system?  

At the November 12
th
 meeting, community and council heard a 20-year resident speak about his personal 

struggle with obtaining permission to install solar panels. His presentation (Marion Drive Proposal) stressed the 
importance of integrating solar panels not just in his home, but in more of Glendale, which could help in achieving 
energy independence, saving money and act as a reliable energy source in a natural disaster. He stressed that 
communities not only domestically, but internationally were making the switch, because using nonrenewable 
energy sources is a drain to the wallet and the globe. 

 

 
City Council 

 

 

 
 

 

 

mailto:jdrayman@ci.glendale.ca.us;
mailto:anajarian@ci.glendale.ca.us;
mailto:fquintero@ci.glendale.ca.us;
mailto:dweaver@ci.glendale.ca.us;
mailto:byousefian@ci.glendale.ca.us;
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His chief concern was that while Glendale Water and Power has been very helpful, the Glendale Planning 
Department put the kibosh on any plans – they simply say “No” without any formal rejection in writing. He gets a 
story about zoning and a verbal dismissal that it‟s a health and safety issue, without any detail. He came before city 
council imploring they intervene and give him the right to do something not only good for his home, but good for the 
city and the environment.  

Mayor Drayman heaped the concern on an ever growing pile by calling for a report on the zoning code that 
caused the project to be rejected and then agendizing it, though whether that means on the agenda next week or 
next year will be something that remains to be seen. It was Council Member Quintero who interrupted with “While 
we‟re waiting for the report, what is this gentleman going to do; he‟s prepared to move forward so what are we 
going to do specifically with his case?” He continued, demanding a “move forward, once and for all” and that other 
people had mentioned their “inability to get an answer” out of the city. A huge step forward was met with a small but 
notable step back: Council member Dave Weaver chimed in with a personal anecdote about his own ease in 
obtaining solar panels on his home (back in 1979) and that this was just one of those “individual cases” kind of 
things. Judging from the gentleman‟s presentation, the only issue should be with vague code, apathetic city workers 
and now further red tape brought on by the council.  

Only a few minutes later, council members were at the end of the public‟s beating stick over just this issue 
of inaction. Several people complained that plans supposedly put on hold by the city to allow the building of cell 
phone towers (T-Mobile and possibly AT&T) near their homes, were being revived in secret – a plan they only 
heard about through an anonymous tipster. They confronted council, not about the towers being erected, but on the 
City‟s failure in telling the citizens directly affected what was in store for them. This was a council who, eleven 
months prior had made promises to “discuss, and find out the details” and get back to them. Instead, the issue was 
buried. When these comments were addressed, the real issue of their flagrancy was dismissed, and attention to the 
unfairness of the law was presented. 

City Attorney Scott Howard explained that placement isn‟t up to the city, it‟s up to Federal law in 
conjunction with the FCC. Unfortunately, he and the rest of the council missed the point that the people merely 
wanted to be informed of what their city was up to, especially in regards to possible health or environmental risks. 
Drayman and council were quick to promise better communication in the future, but one has to worry that it‟s only 
because they were caught in inaction.  Laurel Miller 

 
Bruce Philpott presented data supporting a fiscally conservative 
approach to the GFD. Unlike others that base opinions on „feelings‟, 
Philpott examined the official data and presented it to the policy makers. 
The GFD management did not refute any issue that compared equally. 
For instance a blazing residential fire is NOT the same as a burning trash 

can. The recent fatality on Lorain Street where the first assigned Engine Company 
took 7 minutes to go less than ½ mile still has not been addressed.  We continue to 
spend millions of dollars for overtime and to pay firefighters to sleep. I have yet to 

hear anyone speaking up for the dead woman when they praise the GFD.  
 
GFD Staffing: E21C and T21C are staffed with 5 giving CCM Najarian his wish…if 4 is better than 3 then 5 
must be better than 4; the following are staffed with 3 firefighters: E22C, E24A, E29A. The letters, A & C, 
indicate battalions while T & E mean Truck and Engine Companies 
 
The GFD spent an inordinate amount of money for a traffic signal pre-emption system they are not using. 
The GFD was participating with the Transportation Department on the NextBus system so they would be 
able to track the fire department rolling stock to bring accountability to the GFD. That isn‟t being used 
either. 
 
Capt. Propst the GFD PIO made a presentation to the City Council November 12 meeting reminding 
everyone that the 2008 Shake Out (Preparation for a 7.8 earthquake) would be on Thursday November 14

th
. 

His computer presentation didn‟t work either. He was present with the deputy chief and another Captain 
neither of whom corrected the date (Thursday was he 13

th
) or assisted in his presentation. 

 
City records indicate there is no policy for the GFD when they select charities for which they „pass the 
boot‟. Might we suggest that instead of MDA they support the local Red Cross chapter that provides 
assistance to those locals who are displaced by fire? 
 

OUR EMAIL ADDRESS is INFO@VANGUARDIANS.ORG 
 
Vanguard is published independently by Vanguardians; Advocating for Accountability– Our vision is to live in a community where all people, 
regardless of geography, background or economic status, can enjoy accountability, integrity, effectiveness and responsiveness from 
our elected officials and each of the city's departments, through grass roots involvement, engagement and advocacy. 
 

http://www.glendalenewspress.com/articles/2008/11/13/publicsafety/gnp-fire13.txt
mailto:INFO@VANGUARDIANS.ORG
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CONTENTS: 
1) Commentary 

2) Potpourri  

3) Public Records  

4) Vanguardians  

 

5) The Insider 

6) Humor 

 

 

1  You may agree or disagree with the views below. Feel free to comment on them. 

 
The 2008 election is over and the public has spoken for fiscal conservatism & 
social values while keeping Government out of our bedrooms (except for a poorly 
worded Prop. 8). City Council critic Mike Mohill spoke to the issue of the Unions 
bringing down Ford and GM while CCM Quintero said it was their Management that 

was responsible citing the introduction of the Corvair as proof. Owning a business in the car 
capital gave me great insight as did serving as a task-force Chair on the Governors Small 
Business Conference.  The UAW (United Auto Workers) would go on strike almost every three 
years demanding more money, more benefits, better working conditions and shorter work days. The 
demand that created the most devastation was healthcare coverage from cradle to grave for the worker and 
his family. That was when the US auto industry led the world in car sales. Today, it is different, revenues 
are down while the same demands are made by labor and the auto industry gets bailout money from the 
Fed.  
 
If we follow the Quintero logic there never will be accountability. Who is responsible for the City employee 
salary and benefit extravagance? 
 

 Union – Seeks the best deal for their members regardless of the economic consequences. 

 Negotiators – Do as they are directed by Management even though there may be a conflict of 
interest as the negotiators also work for the City 

 Management – Takes direction from the Council and passes it on to the negotiators. Then they 
report back with their recommendtions. 

 Council – Directs Management and in the past wanted to appease the unions as they would make 
unlimited campaign contributions. That has changed with the newly established $1,000 limit. 
However, there is no limit on the use of money from a non-candidate (Independent Expenditure 
Committee) controlled fund.  

 Voters – This is where the buck stops. When voters continue to vote for candidates based on 
gender, ethnicity, religion, personal relationships, favors etc. instead of openly engaging the 
candidates on fiscal issues, testing for accessibility, monitoring performance, then we will continue 
to be stuck in the same morass. 

 
As contract negotiations with the unions start we must remind the Council to retake items they have 
recklessly bargained away such as paying overtime to Management Exempt employees; granting certain 
employees excessive paid overtime; take home vehicles and other costly perks. The biggest supporters of 
eliminating the excesses are Department managers and mid-managers who are chagrined over the fact that 
all FireFighters in 2007 were members of the infamous $100K Club. The highest paid employee at $250,000 
is a fire batalion chief followed by the City Manager at $242,000. 
 

Alaska Senator Stevens was convicted of criminal activity and it appears that the voters did 

not return him to office. It has been acknowledged that CCM Dave Weaver used City resources for the 
private gain of his friends and yet he was returned to office by Glendale voters. Does this mean that those 
voters accept corruption and vote to perpetuate it? One voter told me he cast his ballot for Weaver 
because they were both Republicans and Weaver didn‟t have an „ian‟ after his name. How many others 
decided to vote for the devil they knew? Hopefully in April voters will be willing to educate themselves as 
to the priorities of those seeking public office.    
 

Mountain Oaks: Council spent hours in closed session discussing the acquisition of this property 

and decided to do the fiscally responsible thing by not bowing down or pandering to those who demanded 
the City buy the property. There is no Council Champion that was offered the „opportunity‟ to support it. A 
good thing for us all. CCM Quintero wants the land taken out of the tax base and has shown he has no 
interest in creating revenue just expenses. 
 

http://elections.foxnews.com/2008/11/13/luck-running-alaskas-stevens-senate-race/
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A recent letter to the GNP stated that the Council should not kow-tow to the developers by giving 

them relief but rather should give relief to the public. I believe that the public needs to differentiate between 
developers that give value by investing in the community with those that suck the financial life-blood from 
the taxpayers.  
 Flint Canyon was purchased for $475,000 by well-known developers that just several years later 
sold the very same property to the City for $15,000,000 (that is FIFTEEN MILLION DOLLARS).  $6,000,000 in 
cash and the balance as a charitable donation for which the City agreed to file an IRS form 8283 so there 
would be no tax issue. That is a developer that sucks the cash from the Treasury. Go back and check the 
vote to see who was responsible.  
 Compare that to a developer who builds new downtown developments, using their own money, that 
will fill the City Treasury with sales tax, property tax and transient occupancy tax.   
 It is your call…developers that are willing to invest vs those that drain our financial resources. 

  
BEST CITY IN CALIFORNIA VS. THE HOME OF MISS ASIA – IT‟S THE BUDGET STUPID! 

 
For many years it struck me as quite odd, that some councilmen would not show up for the budget 
meetings and others stayed mum in obedient stupor during those sessions.  
 
The one councilman who spoke often, Rafi Manoukian, a CPA, looked at Mr. Starbird and declared 
that the budget was in deficit. Were it not for the transfers from GWP and more transfers from the 

capital improvement funds (infrastructure money) the general fund would be in deficit. But this is a deficit that we've 
experienced year after year. 
 
That should concern you. The more the city's payroll remains uncontrolled, the less money that will be available to 
improve parkland, roadways, electric and water delivery systems and aging infrastructure. We rarely see a 
councilman asking for fiscal prudence or accountability. Imagine, we have a couple of them who want to take that 
ostrich disposition to state-wide offices. God help us! Ever wonder why the California budget is in the sinkhole? Just 
look at the place where many of them cut their teeth. Seems as if you need to screw up a municipal budget as a 
prerequisite to be allowed to screw up the statewide or major agency budget.  
 
Gone are the days of Glendale's budget prudence. In comes a bigger staff and sky-high paychecks. Out go the 
utility bills with higher rates and taxes. My intent in the next several weeks is to compare Glendale to one of the 
best cities to live in California according to CNN-Money – Irvine California. First the basics: 
 
Glendale's population is around 207,000 and Irvine's is around 209,000 residents. Pretty close in terms of size, but 
Irvine has a much higher proportion of home ownership than Glendale. That translates into a higher number of 
engaged stakeholders who watch and monitor their government's activities.  
 
Let's take a look at the General Fund. That is the place where we dump our property tax, sales tax, and utility tax 
money. In Glendale we also heap on it $20 million from GWP. We then take that money and pay salaries to police, 
fire, managers and the rank and file of general government. This fund does not include the funds set up to pay 
interest and principal on the huge debt we carry or money for the capital improvements fund.  
 
First a caveat: If this were an oral comments presentation, the city manager or his assistant would be trying to 
dismiss these observations and hope that their word would be the last anyone would hear of it. Then councilman 
Najarian, and definitely Weaver, would align right behind like good little soldiers with a delectable misdirection 
comment or two - like how many more lights we'll have on the Americana Christmas tree this year or how we can sit 
back with a cappuccino and a cheese blintz or two at the Americana. 
 
But as we compare the budget of these two cities, one recognized as one of the best places to live in America, and 
the other known throughout the universe, according to Weaver, for the Miss Asia pageant, we find that there are 
more troubling issues than the city council wants you know. First the comparisons: 
 
Property Tax Revenues for Glendale expected $41.2 Million 
Property Tax Revenues for Irvine CA expected $43.4 Million 
 
Glendale Gen Fund: $163 million – Police $70 million, Fire $57 Million * 
Irvine General Fund: $148 million – Police $56 million, (Fire by county district) 
 
City employees per 10,000 population – Glendale: 95 (Does not include part-time) 
City employees per 10,000 population – Irvine: 50 (783 Full Time + 262 Full Time Equivalent) 
 

http://money.cnn.com/magazines/moneymag/bplive/2008/snapshots/PL0636770.html
http://www.ci.irvine.ca.us/about/mission_statement.asp
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Glendale's General Fund appropriation for Child Youth and family services: - 0- 
Irvine's General Fund Appropriation for Child Youth and Family Services $2,390,779  
 
Is it any wonder that Irvine is considered among the premier cities in which to raise a family? Next week: More on 
Revenues, General Fund Expenses, and Capital Improvements. Get your handkerchief ready.  Herbert Molano 
 

*Glendale has its own Water and Power, fire and paramedic. The city of Irvine has those services provided by a county district, but still 
paid for by its residents. The city of Glendale separates police and fire expenditures part into the general fund and part under special 
revenue fund. Irvine Police: 203 sworn, 92 Staff.  

 

^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 
Glendale Reverses the Foreclosure Trend 

With a 700 billion dollar bailout, a new president elect, and a new year just around the corner, many 
wonder what 2009 will have in store for Glendale residents and homeowners. While it can be 
anyone‟s guess, there are a few key market factors that we can rely on. Rather than creating more of 
a spin, let‟s learn from the past so we can lessen the pains of our future. Whether you place blame on 
a greedy homeowner that squeezed every ounce of equity out of their home or a reckless lender that 

allowed a borrower to purchase real estate that everyone (including the lenders themselves) knew they would not 
qualify for, we now feel the effects of a bubble deflated.  

Mostly predicated on the heels of a borrower employed as a gardener but labeled a "Landscape Architect" 
making $150,000 a year, or a local hair dresser making "$20,000 a month" etc., all add up to the misery that 
homeowners are feeling today. It‟s simple, million dollar purchases made on beer budgets and 1% loans issued 
with the hope of a "flip" or with a "don‟t worry, just „refi‟ in a year or two and use your equity." That door slammed 
shut faster than any homeowner could prepare for. Most of these purchases were made in neighborhoods that 
were labeled as "growing communities" such as Palm Springs, Riverside, Sacramento, etc. feeding the false hope 
of quick profits. The only growth booms those communities experienced were investor booms. One article based 
out of Palm Springs in early 2006 touted that "40 families a day move to the desert" basing that figure on the 
number of housing sales. When in fact, it‟s one investor purchasing a string of 10 homes on the same street and no 
one was moving anywhere.  

The Glendale Difference: very few investor driven purchases were made in 
Glendale during the past few years. Glendale is a bedroom community comprised of 
families with an overall long term plan to live, works, and establish roots within the city. 
Most homeowners remain in Glendale for decades, not just a one hit wonder. The 
number of foreclosures today in Glendale stems mostly from 100% financing options 
and the refi boom rather than investor and flips predictions. In June 2008, there were 
569 homes in Glendale facing foreclosing. As of Nov. 14th, there are 393. This is a 
significant decrease and proof positive that the tide has turned in the right direction for Glendale homeowners 
facing the wrath of a lender. While neighboring cities struggle with the rising numbers of foreclosure filings. (i.e. 
Pasadena with approx 450 homes currently in foreclosure).  

Here‟s what you should remember. It‟s not a 700 billion dollar bailout plan; it‟s a $3.5 trillion bailout. $700 
billion for federal financial institutions, plus $85 billion to AIG, another $20 billion to Fannie, Freddie, on and on and 
on. The party has just begun and the fat lady has yet to sing. In fact, she‟s still warming up her vocal cords. The 
numbers add up to over $3.5 trillion, so don‟t fool yourself. Although it‟s not the end of the world nor will it mark the 
economic collapse of the United States, please know that it will take years to recover from this. It would be 
unrealistic to hang your hat with one man, one president. One man cannot solve the issues and clean up all the 
mess left behind. Homeowners don‟t hold your breath. Before year end, there would have been over one million 
foreclosures nationwide. Currently in Los Angeles County, 1 in every 304 homes is in foreclosure.  

Although our work is nowhere near complete, I am proud to live, breathe, and work in a community that is 
resistant to the lenders‟ abusive schemes. I am proud to represent dedicated homeowners that are willing to go to 
the mat and fight for what they believe is right. We can certifiably boast that while others attempt to figure out the 
manner in which a homeowner can keep their home and resist this trend, 176 Glendale families since June already 
have. While we celebrate a 30% decrease, we cannot forget those communities that are experiencing a 30% 
increase. All families deserve the same rights as most cherish the rights of home ownership regardless of what 
picture the weeping lenders paint. It‟s nothing more than crocodile tears. Have no remorse. Stand firm and continue 
to fight for your homes. Anyone that attempts to inform you otherwise can suck rocks. In Glendale, we are more 
than definitely on the right path. -- Christian Arbid 
 
The writer is a Glendale Resident, Real Estate Broker and Loss Mitigator. Dedicated to Assisting 
Homeowners and Saving Glendale Families with an Iron Fist  www.ThisMarketSucks.com 818.232.7899 
Questions Relating to Foreclosures, Short Sales, Saving Your Home, Loan Modifications.....Email Christian 
at christianarbid@gmail.com and your question will be answered in the next edition of Vanguard. 
 

http://www.thismarketsucks.com/
mailto:christianarbid@gmail.com


7 

VANGUARDIANS NEEDS YOUR TAX DEDUCTIBLE HELP TODAY Unlike 
candidates for public office, there is no limit on the amount you give 

 

The only way to make sure people you agree with can speak is to support the rights of people you don't agree with.   

ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON  
  

TAKE ACTION – GET INVOLVED – BE INFORMED – SHARE VANGUARD -- VOLUNTEER 

 

Moral cowardice that keeps us from speaking our minds is as dangerous to this country as irresponsible talk. The right way is not always the 
popular and easy way. Standing for right when it is unpopular is a true test of moral character.    Margaret Chase Smith 

2 Potpourri   ED – Letters published do not necessarily express the opinion of Vanguardians, this publication, the 

organization or Barry Allen. Names are used only when requested. Initials are used as there are people, believe it or not, 
who are concerned with retaliation or have issues before a legislative body. Letters will not be published that aren‟t signed and/or 
are hate oriented. 
 

Barry, I heard Ara James Najarian say, “I am an economist,” most recently when he questioned 
City Treasurer Borucki. Najarian recently said, he would have had no way of knowing there was 
going to be an economic crash.  As an elected official he chose to listen to Management rather 

than the facts. Let‟s count the ways: 

 Bruce Philpott presented facts from City records along with an analysis of data to show the GFD 
could reduce from 4 to 3 on a fire engine. Najarian said, “No, I would want more firefighters not 
less,” without looking at the data nor the fiscal impact. 

 Since he has been a CCM he watched the reserves lose $170,000,000 in principal. 

 During the same period he watched as expenditures exceeded revenues by $197,000,000. 

 Herbert Molano, Mike Mohill and you have been speaking to deaf ears on fiscal accountability. 

 At the same time he voted for bonds that now have a price tag of $1,200,000,000 for our bedroom 
community. 

There are so many other instances that our economist missed. These are all codified in the City records. 
Maybe the handwriting on the wall wasn‟t in the right language.  KG 
 
Frank Quintero is disgusting when he panders to the „homeowners‟ forgetting there are other people with 
other needs in Glendale. Watching him pontificate over the parcel split on Tuesday left me with the feeling 
that I want to rally the voters, like Obama did, to make major changes in Glendale. JC 
 
The death of a little girl in a neighborhood school crosswalk was of course devastating for all.  Not that it is directly related, it 
does cause me to question the wisdom of the city reducing police at our schools.  There used to be an officer at Toll.  Now there 
are none on any of our middle school campuses.  We used to have DARE officers in our grade schools, but those are gone too. 

The News Press wrote very briefly of police budget cuts back in July.  A number of police officers were literally taken off 
the streets - I recall it said 7 or 8, maybe more.  Yet there was no public concern expressed that I am aware of.  I, myself, was 
unaware of the impact these reductions were going to have on our community and its safety today and into the future.  Now I am 
very afraid it will be substantial. 

Is our council taking a hard look at the impact of these cuts before they make them?  Are there not other cuts that can 
be made that do not affect our safety and the safety of our kids?  A neighbor was robbed the other evening while walking down 
the street.  That's unheard of! 
  The cops that used to drive down my street with great frequency are now seldom seen because they are ticketing 
obnoxious speeders on Glenoaks and chasing gang members from Brand Park, which are good things, but not necessarily at 
the expense of neighborhood patrols.  I understand that they must go where the problems are, but they are leaving other areas 
under protected when there are not enough of them to go around and I really believe the criminals know this. 

The last thing my employer cuts when times are tough is its security force.  In fact, in this economy when our losses 
have been substantial, and even in the midst of national downsizing, our security has been elevated.  It only makes sense. 

We need more police on the streets, in our schools, and watching our neighborhoods, not fewer.  My family has felt 
safe in this community for more than fifteen years - not so any longer.  We appreciate Vanguard questioning the veracity of 

these budget decisions.  DM 

 

We get calls:    Is everything OK? I missed Vanguard. Did you fall into the Starbird trap? [ED 

– ETOK. He did like my suit.] 
 
How much was the City revenue in the 3

rd
 quarter? [ED – Good question?] 

 
What are the Independent Expenditure Committees (IE)? [ED – These are political committees that raise 
money to support candidates or issues. As the money raised is not under the control of the candidate, it is 
not part of his/her 460 report (campaign contributions). There is no limit as to the amount raised or spent 

http://www.wisdomquotes.com/002618.html
http://www.wisdomquotes.com/002119.html
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by the IE and the public will not see the names of the contributors. As an example Caruso Affiliated spent 
$64,000 on the 2005 election to print and mail a slate.] 
 
Why do the highly paid Department heads get every other Friday off? [ED - Because Council agreed to it.] 
 
How many consultants does the City retain? [ED – No one knows.] 
 

From Vanguard of Davis: City Manager's Memo Warns That City Projects Revenue Shortfall  
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Davis has always been more insulated to economic downturns than surrounding communities and to some extent 
that remains true. However, according to an internal memo from City Manager Bill Emlen that is starting to change. 
Given declines in property values and reduced levels of consumer spending (both of which make up the majority of 

the City's revenues), the city is projecting to end the current 2008/09 fiscal year in a $1.5 million deficit. 
Moreover, they are concerned longer term, about the severity of the stock market decline and its impact on CalPERS 

contribution rates. The city manager warns that while the immediate concern is impact on the City's General Fund, economic 
conditions suggest that other city funds could be impacted. FULL ARTICLE 

  
HJTA says this about Governor‟s tax increase…”the state lacks the constitutional authority to do this. 
Proposition 218, a Jarvis-sponsored initiative approved by the voters in 1996, provides stringent voter approval requirements for 
taxes at the local level. The state may be able to impose a sales tax on services for only that portion of the sales tax going to the 
state -- which the Governor want to raise from 5% to 6.5% -- but the local governments receive about 2.5% called the Bradley-
Burns tax, along with some other local add-ons. 
 
LA Times 
State Workers Comp Fund is now subject to open-government rules 

The State Compensation Insurance Fund, an obscure agency with control over a huge budget, is now subject to open-
government rules. Once exempt from open-meeting laws, the agency, following a criminal investigation, is exempt no more. 

San Gabriel Valley Tribune 
West Covina city execs try to silence their critic, a city council member 

An outspoken city council member's criticism, by name, of senior managers in local government raises the question of whether 
employee rights trump the free speech rights of elected officials. The employees have filed complaints and grievances against 
the council member. But aren't the latter's unorthodox public comments protected speech? 

 
Vallejo City Bankruptcy Update The City of Vallejo filed for Chapter 9 bankruptcy on May 23, 2008. Vallejo is the first 
major city in California to file a bankruptcy case. Municipal bankruptcies are very rare. The filing allows Vallejo to use 
the federal bankruptcy process to readjust its obligations with its creditors, including its obligations under its 
collective bargaining agreements with its union employees. Because municipal bankruptcies are so rare and because 
there is a California statutory scheme governing the relationship between municipal employers and their employees, 
the process for adjusting Vallejo‟s obligations under its collective bargaining agreements in bankruptcy is uncertain. 
 
LINKS Click here for Vanguard Archives by Hal Weber-- Open Government Guide   www.vanguardians.org  Check Zip Code 

Demographics   Global Incident Map updated every 5 minutes    ZIPskinny - Get the Skinny on that ZIP  Vanguard in the Daily 
News  The Glendale California 100K Club 2009 City Council Campaign Contributions through 06-30-08   
"Glendale Mayor Drayman and his acolytes" by vanmguardians  Vanguard Weekly News Archive 

 
Click to view the agenda   City Council    Housing Authority   Redevelopment Agency  
Tuesday, November 18 

2:30 pm  Housing Authority –Redevelopment Agency -- Council Chambers, City Hall. 613 E. Broadway,  
6:00 pm, Glendale City Council   Council Chambers, City Hall, 613 E. Broadway, Glendale.  548-4844 

On the agendas are calls for more consultants; the LosFeliz 5-6 story Mixed Use project, the aggressive solicitation ordinance. 
 
Wednesday, November 19 

Zoning Administrator – 9:30 am, Room 105, Municipal Services Building, 633 E. Broadway, Glendale.  548-2140 
Planning Commission – 5:00 pm, Room 105, Municipal Services Building,633 E. Broadway, Glendale.  548-2140 
 
Thursday, November 20 

Arts & Cultural Commission – 2:00 pm, City Council Chambers, City Hall, 613 E. Broadway, Glendale.  548-2000 
Design Review Board #2 – 5:00 pm, Room 105, Municipal Services Building, 633 E. Broadway, Glendale.  548-2140 

3  Public Information 

Provide documents showing the policy of the GFD in selecting charities they fundraise for, how they 
distribute the funds and how they assign on duty personnel to collect those funds. As an example, recently 
they collected money for MDA. 

http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001eHnhbVPgTcqLKoYwS1rkXGPmjOjLCO17Tp7K4-6YK_Ul3VwgGLYf1-_cz2y7PuT7LXJENkfopiARsz-69nGKeuLI7Mocu54PYuHxkKF0ahkEXTFhobk2Xm1ajBskkEAsMXHIxD7nu5N5BDkOeOaAek7DOrMDX0Q9AZRmMoNhKeHikkljt4N3jq-ldXHPx6AY
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001eHnhbVPgTcqLKoYwS1rkXGPmjOjLCO17Tp7K4-6YK_Ul3VwgGLYf1-_cz2y7PuT7LXJENkfopiARsz-69nGKeuLI7Mocu54PYuHxkKF0ahkEXTFhobk2Xm1ajBskkEAsMXHIxD7nu5N5BDkOeOaAek7DOrMDX0Q9AZRmMoNhKeHikkljt4N3jq-ldXHPx6AY
http://www.hjta.org/commentaryV6-45
http://www.cfac.org/content/index.php/weblog/state_workers_comp_fund_is_now_subject_to_open_government_rules/
http://www.cfac.org/content/index.php/weblog/west_covina_city_execs_try_to_silence_their_critic_an_outspoken_city_counci/
http://www.opengovernmentinglendalecalifornia.org/
http://www.rcfp.org/ogg/index.php?op=browse&state=CA
http://www.vanguardians.org/
http://zipskinny.com/
http://zipskinny.com/
http://zipskinny.com/
http://www.globalincidentmap.com/home.php
http://zipskinny.com/
http://www.insidesocal.com/east/politics/
http://www.insidesocal.com/east/politics/
http://www.insidesocal.com/east/politics/
http://www.opengovernmentinglendalecalifornia.org/The%20Glendale%20California%20100K%20Club.htm
http://spreadsheets.google.com/pub?key=pX20oVweX1Uff6s2p-VOccg&output=html
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zBK5g2HbsHI
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zBK5g2HbsHI
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zBK5g2HbsHI
http://www.opengovernmentinglendalecalifornia.org/Archive%20of%20Recent%20Vanguard%20Newsletters.htm
http://www.ci.glendale.ca.us/agenda.asp?OrganizationID=4
http://www.ci.glendale.ca.us/agenda.asp?OrganizationID=37
http://www.ci.glendale.ca.us/agenda.asp?OrganizationID=176
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Please be advised that there are no records responsive to your request below. [ED This means there is absolutely 
no accountability when it comes to the GFD using City equipment and on-duty employees to block streets and collect 
money.] 

 
Thanks to California First Amendment Coalition: Do "public records" include a government official's email, on 
city matters, sent using a personal email account? 

Question: A local public official uses his personal computer and a personal email account to communicate with government 

colleagues about government business. Although he has an official email account, he avoids using it specifically so he can take 
the position his email, even on government matters, is not a public record. Can he do this? 
 
Answer: Holme Roberts & Owen LLP is general counsel for the California First Amendment Coalition and responds to CFAC 

action line inquiries. In responding to these inquiries, we can give general information regarding open government and First 
Amendment issues but cannot provide specific legal advice or representation. 
 
Under California's Public Records Act, "public records" include "any writing containing information relating to the conduct of the 
public's business prepared, owned, used, or retained by any state or local agency regardless of physical form or 
characteristics."  Gov Code § 6252(e).  California courts have explained that “if a record is kept by an officer because it is 
necessary or convenient to the discharge of his official duty, it is a public record.”  Braun v. City of Taft, 154 Cal. App. 3d 332, 
340 (1984).  
 
As California courts have explained, the definition of public records "'is intended to cover every conceivable kind of record that is 
involved in the governmental process and will pertain to any new form of record-keeping instrument as it is developed. Only 
purely personal information unrelated to 'the conduct of the public's business' could be considered exempt from this definition, 
i.e., the shopping list phoned from home, the letter to a public officer from a friend which is totally void of reference to 
governmental activities.'"  San Gabriel Tribune v. Superior Court, 143 Cal. App. 3d 762, 774 (1983) (quotation omitted). 
 
Unless a public record is exempt from disclosure under the PRA or other law, it must be disclosed to the public.  Although 
personal privacy can sometimes be a basis for withholding a public record, a public official's sending a message in his or her 
government capacity through a personal e-mail account should not be enough to exempt the record from disclosure.   
 
Generally, in order to withhold a public record on the grounds that its disclosure would invade someone's privacy, the proponent 
of nondisclosure must demonstrate that "on the facts of the particular case the public interest served by not disclosing the record 
clearly outweighs the public interest served by disclosure of the record."  Gov. Code § 6255(a).  The "proponent of 
nondisclosure [must] demonstrate a clear overbalance on the side of confidentiality."  Michaelis, Montari & Johnson v. Superior 
Court, 38 Cal. 4th 1065, 1071 (2006). 
 
The first step in obtaining the e-mails you seek should probably be to make a formal request under the PRA.  It can sometimes 
be useful to make sure the agency is aware that if you are forced to sue to obtain the records you seek and prevail in that 
litigation, you should be awarded your costs and attorneys' fees.  Gov. Code § 6259(d). 

 4 Vanguardians  
VOLUNTEERMATCH Volunteers for reporters living in the Glendale area or virtual…please contact Barry Allen about 
assignments to write reports on the Commissions and Boards for Vanguard. 
 
City elections candidates:  Vanguardians will share any public records we obtain upon your request to Barry Allen at 818 243 

1502. As a 501(c)3 we are prohibited from either supporting or opposing any candidate for public office. 
 

info@vanguardians.org to subscribe to the Weekly News on issues that impact Glendale. The media with a voice; the organization that 
gets results you want; we encourage and support advocacy, involvement and engagement with government.© 2008 

Vanguard is intended for personal use by recipient and forwarding without change to recipient‟s personal email list. Vanguardians is a 
501C3 charitable non-profit corporation Contributions are tax deductible. Vanguardians does not use commercial fundraisers. To ensure 
you continue to receive Vanguard, please add our email addresses info@vanguardians.org, and ba@fieldworks.net - to your address book or 
Internet Service Provider safe list. Annual subscription for email $50, by US Mail $75, Newsstand $2 per issue Copyrighted materials 
used with permission.  
 

VANGUARDIANS 
 

Please make checks payable to “VANGUARDIANS”  
Mail to:  POB 11202 Glendale, CA 91226 

 Contributions are tax deductible – You will receive a receipt for income tax purposes 
 

 

mailto:info@vanguardians.org
mailto:Vanguard1@charter.net
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5 the Insider is a digest of information from city employees that care about the way the City is run. 

As they are concerned about retaliation, Vanguard provides them the opportunity to have this forum. Their identities are kept 
confidential. The comments are their own.  
 

Mayor Drayman wants the old carpet company building on Brand to be used for a Neon Lights Museum instead of 
as a walkway to the Adult Recreation Center, as previously agreed on. 
 
Notice the lack of executives around this week? At least 5 were up in Monterey learning how to protect the City 
from its bad employees. You can expect another round of rule changes to be presented to the Civil Service 
Commission to give the City more control of the process. Don't expect the employee association, (they are not 
unions!) from speaking up since Starbird has the association leadership in his pocket. Keep in mind that the more 
the associations get for their members, the more Starbird and the executives will be getting. 
 
More and more employees are realizing that the Personnel Department is just a front for the executives to use 
against employees. They can see that Matt Doyle is there to protect the executives, not the regular working people. 
 
Morale among employees is really low right now because of bad management and the bad economy. Look for thing 
to keep getting worse.   

6 Humor 

 
 Just like City Finances 

 

.   
Afterhours & on the clock 

 

 
It is time for young people to speak up as to what they are being left. 

 


