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COUNCIL SAYS “LOOK OVER THERE WHILE WE PICK YOUR POCKETS” 

The four stages of Vanguardians ―First they ignore you, then they laugh at you, then they fight you, then you win.‖ 
Mahatma Gandhi describing the stages of establishment resistance to a winning strategy of nonviolent advocacy 

  
Beeline service cuts are coming with little community input. The 
folks in Glenoaks Canyon have route 13 available but it will 
probably be cut without the input from the users; without an 
alternative plan; without their testimony reaching Council, Staff or 
Transportation and Parking Commissioners. These folks can‘t or 
don‘t drive especially at night when those meetings are held. There 

is no bus service to get them to a meeting to express their need. What will the Staff do? Were these people 
interviewed? Bottom-line is that a lot of money was spent on a study for a trolley on Brand and zip for the 
Canyons. This week Council voted to accept a new contract for the Nextbus system that has no practical 
purpose for the expense. There are solutions to the problem but it takes a willingness to look for them. 
 
Glendale starts the ball rolling to borrow another $28 Million for the GRA in anticipation of Impact Fees and 
Tax Increment Financing. Some of the anticipated fees won‘t be available because the buildings won‘t be 
built.  Another sad day for the Glendale sheep being led, not to be shorn, but to be slaughtered. 
 
Mayor Quintero indicated at a civic luncheon that Council will concentrate on parks and libraries. The 
question he did not answer had to do with the fact that there is little or no development that will provide 
impact fees or tax increment financing for the parks and libraries. But it was a good sound bite. 
 
City Staff prepares to begin the necessary changes to add a downtown entertainment zone with the Alex 
Theater as the anchor. Residents complain that Giggles looks like just another vacant store front. They 
failed to note the daytime deserted forecourt of the Alex makes it look derelict.  The entertainment district 
should include 613 E Broadway on a Tuesday. 

Glendale will never be a Pasadena that has Arts and Entertainment galore. There are more people 
on one street corner in Pasadena that on all of Brand at 7 in the evening. Pasadena is so popular that 
Glendale fire engines and trucks come to cruise Old Town in the evening checking the ‗sights‘. Can‘t blame 
‗em. 
 
Mentioning Pasadena … Vanguard used to do restaurant reviews and this is a new beginning for an 
occasional review. Vanguard moved its editorial evening from Acapulco, Mexico to Kingston, Jamaica 
located at 333 S Fair Oaks, Pasadena 91105 WWW.KINGSTONCAFE.COM. The Vanguard Editor had Curried 
Braised Goat which was the most delicious, perfectly cooked with an unbelievable flavor, topped with 
scrumptious veggies with garlic flavored carrots, while the Publisher had Island Shrimp, which was the 
best he had including Shrimp from the top seafood restaurants. The co-owner visited and shared his vision 
of the perfect blend of service along with the quality, preparation and presentation of the food. The 
complimentary mango salad and plantain appetizer were sooo good. Coupled with a taste of their blended 
Ginger ice cream for dessert. 
 
Council bats nary an eyelash with approval given to $66,000 in change orders for the Adult Recreation 
Center. Among other issues, it appears that the planners approved the plans and missed a couple of 
drains. Was the error on the part of the plan check, the architects or lubrication?  

BACKGROUND: Last Tuesday, David Ahern, project manager for the Adult Recreation Center handed 
the city council change orders for $77,000 minus some questionable savings in painting of the trellis for 
$14,000. Change orders are the way general contractors make an extra million here and a million there from 
their projects 

The changes included the addition of chillers to the inside drinking fountains, adding L.E.D light to 
the building address numbers, changing some roof drains. These minor changes could not possibly add 

Vanguard 
News Service Vol V 

Week of November 1, 2009 
www.vanguardians.orgUH  

818 243 1502 

―Accountability‖  

The Government Watchdog 

Question of the week: 
Win a Breakfast with Barry  

 
 How much was the ARC change 
order? 
  
Answer for Last Week: Brown Act and the 

Public Records Act 
 

http://www.kingstoncafe.com/
http://www.vanguardians.orgu/


2 

thousands of dollars to the original contract. No itemized costs were given to the city council and no 
councilman was interested in asking.  
  Two additional floor drains were requested by building and safety. The ARC is a small project with 
less than 20,000 square feet. What is the responsibility of the architect in this omission? What is the role of 
Building and Safety in approving the plans? 
 Glendale has been lackadaisical on using qualified and certified construction project managers ala 
the Police Building. 
 The contractor was the 4

th
 lowest bidder at $1million more than the lowest bidder. Is there 

something wrong with this process? 
 
A brief commentary in support of the need for a land use forum. In past years the City Council has bought 
large tracts of land at inflated process with flawed appraisals. For instance land purchased by private 
investors for $475,000 and then 4 years later bought by the City for $16,000,000. When asked why the City 
bought the virtually unbuildable land the public was told it was purchased to prevent development. Today it 
is no longer necessary to buy the land to prevent development. Just stir up the neighbors and deny 
permits based on a flawed appeals process. Just look at the smug looks on the faces of people that say 
NOT IN MY BACKYARD even when their backyard may be in another area,  
 

Mark your calendars to attend on Tuesday November 10 at 7 PM  at a location to be announced, there will 
be a Community Forum addressing Land Use issues including ordinances, restrictions, development, 
appeals and community control. Contact Vanguard at 818 243 1502 if you would like to attend. We will be 
listening to YOU. 

 
Quick on his feet Quintero sidesteps a question about running for the 43

rd
 

Assembly District by saying he won‘t be leaving Glendale, avoiding a direct 
answer. As Glendale is in the 43

rd
 District Quintero won‘t have to move. 

According to the GNP: ―I m staying in the city of Glendale. That‘s what Mayor Frank 
Quintero said when asked if he was going to run for Paul Krekorian‘s Assembly seat.‖  
 

LA Times‘ Steve Lopez visited Glendale to get a prescription for some medical weed. 
Read his story here and in the Sunday LA Times. Glendale‘s Museum of Neon Art is 
online to being the only Medical Marijuana Dispensary (MMD) in the City, according to official sources who 
requested anonymity.  
 Vanguard visited a MMD in Pasadena on Green Street; it was just like any other retail store. The sidewalks 
were safe and there were no criminals around. Maybe Glendale is imposing a moratorium to take your focus away 
from how City officials have mismanaged the taxpayers‘ money by creating unsustainable debt for bonds, payroll 
and pensions. 

The City closed its books on June 30
th
 2009 and here it is November and we are still waiting for the 

Comprehensive Annual Financial Report for 2008-2009 along with Managements‘ letter to the Council. 
 
Palo Alto City Council stands up to Unions saying, ―No,‖ to their demands prior to an election on November 3 for 
Council members. Unions are pulling out all stops in endorsing those candidates that will do their bidding.  
 
Glendale just can‘t seem to hold down its share of pension contributions to CalPERS. In 2003 the taxpayer‘s 
portion was $9.5Million; in 2008 that amount turned into $22Million. More than double! – From Public Records. 
 
Glendale has posted the Quality of Life Indicators at www.glendaleindicators.com In the weeks to come Vanguard 
will examine the Indicators provided. Several examples: Arts: The City‘s allocation for 2008/2009 was $146,579.  
for 2009/2010 the allocation was reduced to $90,273; the taxable sales per person in Glendale was $10,730. in 
Burbank $19,373, $15,558 in Pasadena; unemployment rate as of February 2009 in Glendale was 9.6%, in 
comparison to 9% in Burbank. QoL statistics that were absent included government works; government owned 
utility rates and consistent comparisons. As we all know, figures can lie and liars can figure. 
  
We are following these stories:  

¶ Ovasapyan vs. CoG – City has agreed to pay punitive damages assessed to the officers. Tab is fast 
approaching $2M with the appellate consultants and appeals. As the clock ticks the interest mounts while 
the City hopes to negotiate down the decision of the Court. This case could have been settled early on for a 
few hundred thousand instead of a few million, 

¶ Ivy Glen independent living facility/Goode House. Termite extermination starts Jan 15
th
. Perception is that 

the contractor is retaliating against the residents. 
 

Vanguardians is expanding into other areas. If you know people who want accountable government in their area, 
ask them to call Barry Allen at 818 243 1502 

http://www.glendalenewspress.com/shared-content/search/?l=25&s=relevance&q=ruth+sowby+quintero
http://www.latimes.com/news/local/la-me-lopez28-2009oct28,0,1142950,full.column
http://www.mercurynews.com/breaking-news/ci_13675398?nclick_check=1
http://www.glendaleindicators.com/
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Sponsor the upcoming Vanguardians‘ monthly Town Halls.  
Contact Barry Allen 818 243 1502 for details 

 
 

November 6 FRIDAY BUSINESS BREAKFAST  
See you at Foxy‘s at 7AM 

  
Vanguard is published independently by Vanguardians, Inc. Advocating for Accountability– Our vision is to live in a community where all 
people can enjoy accountability, integrity, effectiveness and responsiveness from our government.  

 
 
 LAUREL MILLER   IS ON LOCATION THIS WEEK 
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1 You may agree or disagree with the views below. Feel free to comment on them. 

 
From the Publisher…  FREE SPEECH AND OPEN GOVERNMENT 

 
Saturday the 24

th
 was quite a treat for me. From 9 to 7 I was at the Southwestern Law 

School in the old Bullocks Building on Wilshire for the 14
th

 annual Assembly on Free 
Speech and Open Government sponsored by the First Amendment Coalition (FAC) and 
Southwestern Law School. That evening the practicality of the program was born out by the 
Robert Redford and Meryl Streep movie, “Lions for Lambs” showing the reality of a press 

that caters to the whim of the people. 
 I will share some of the highlights of the FAC program. The first session, in English, Spanish and 
Vietnamese, was devoted to „sunshine‟, the Brown Act for open meetings and the Public Records Act for 
document retrieval.  
 One presentation dealt with electronic, targetted news vs. giving the people what they want and not 
what they need and an even newer model where one buys a reporter who then writes stories about the 
person who „bought‟ him. 

 People want comics, entertainment, sports and scandals. They really don‟t care 
about hard news like the cost of government, onerous salaries and pensions and elected 
officials‟ conflicts of interest. Specialized publications like Vanguard make up part of that 
void. Actually I was quite surprised when I went to the presenter who was from the 
Annenberg School of Journalism to give her a copy of Vanguard. She took it and smiled 
and said she was quite familiar with it (she is not on our distribution list).  As we are in our 
6

th
 year of publication we have outlasted a number of other media. Vanguard, a publication 

of Vanguardians, a nonprofit organization, is a representative of the new paradigm, media 
that comes from community financial support just like NPR. [Thanks to all who 
have been generous with their continuing tax-deductible contributions to 
Vanguardians for the ongoing publication of Vanguard.] 
 One of the more poignant issues was that writers or reporters owe an 
obligation to their readers (unless the article is an advertorial) to do more 
research than just what is handed out in a press release, from an official source 
or from a public information officer. Official public documents obtained through 

http://www.variety.com/review/VE1117935172.html?categoryid=31&cs=1
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a public records request are essential to good, accurate and balanced reporting. Yes, it does take up to 
24 days to get the information but the results are worth it. 
 The local Glendale newspaper has not supported free speech issues. They were nowhere to be 
found when City Manager Starbird ordered non-approved media out of the Peoples House. Instead of 
joining with those that seek information under the California Constitution [Art. I Section 3B (The people 
have the right of access to information concerning the conduct of the people's business, and, therefore, the 
meetings of public bodies and the writings of public officials and agencies shall be open to public scrutiny).] they 
wrote articles disparaging those who sought public information for the public benefit.  
 Newspapers, especially local newspapers, need to report the amount of money they receive from 
the City where they circulate and from those that are required to advertise in that very same newspaper. 

Only then will the public come to understand the Ώbentΐ of their local paper. Issues our local paper 

has not addressed, among many others, are the cost of salaries and pensions; the 260 page 
transportation report; the issues at Ivyglen and the Goode House. 
 Visit a different city as if you were to move there, where do you find out about the City? Go to 
Pasadena, for instance, and read the Pasadena Star News, the Pasadena Weekly or the Pasadena 
Magazine and compare the issues they report, the discussions and debate with those of your local 
paper. I did. We share our resources with other media that is a benefit to the public they serve. Where do 
you find the news you need to know to be an informed, educated and motivated citizen?   
            BARRY ALLEN 

 Next week: Deifying Public Safety;  Questioning, Challenging and Debating 

 
"If you can't drink a lobbyist's whiskey, take his money, sleep with his women and still vote against him in the 
morning, you don't belong in politics."  And, ―Money is the mothers‘ milk of politics.‖Jesse Unruh 
 

 
 

"The American Republic will endure until the day Congress discovers that it can bribe the public with the public's 
money" - Alexis de Tocqueville 
 

Insanity: doing the same thing over and over again and expecting different results. Albert Einstein  
 

 
COMMENTARY:  THE HEALTHCARE DEBATE NEEDS A 911 CALL PLUS A BIG CHECKBOOK 

 
In his commentary ―Free economy best plan for health care‖ (GNP Saturday October, 24) Robert 
Buniatyan expressed a sober argument about the single-payer system of medical care and the 
implication that government is part of the problem. Looking at the way the Glendale city 
government operates, there may be an element of truth in those remarks. 

Government already plays a significantly beneficial role in funding health research and the 
Centers of Decease Control. County governments also provide essential public health services by helping to control 
contagious deceases. The question we must ask is whether the structure we have created for delivery of health 
care, the compensation structure we've negotiated with doctors, hospitals, and other providers, and how the public 
pays for it, lead to the wrong outcomes. I believe it has and in the worse possible way. 
  An exposé by CBS' "60 minutes" estimated that sixty billion dollars in outright fraud is perpetrated on 
Medicare. Other studies show hundreds of billions a year in wasteful practices. At the local level, in Glendale, we 
have a smaller but relevant example on how good intentions, when unexamined, often lead to poor results and 
costly policy. 

During the decade of the 1990‘s when the city of Glendale had a contract with a private ambulance service 
to provide city-wide emergency medical services, the city‘s direct expenditures for these services was zero. The 
city‘s contract incorporated the compensation rates then established by the County of Los Angeles and charged by 
the provider to the state of California. For example, the charge for advanced life support call was set at $271 in 

1991.  Lesser rates then applied for other less urgent services. 
Under that system, a drunk pedestrian who falls on the sidewalk, bangs his head on the 

pavement, bleeds, and loses consciousness will likely be taken to the emergency room. Cost: $271 
dollars (in 1991). If the same person is picked up repeatedly that year (A ―frequent-flyer‖ in paramedic 
parlance) the ambulance service (the contractor) would bill Medicare, Medical, the insurance 
company, repeatedly. If no such insurance is available, the patient himself is billed. The city of 
Glendale would pay nothing. 

After the patient is treated and released, the hospital will send an invoice to the same entities as the 
ambulance service. Notice here that there is no incentive for the city government to reduce wasteful practices. 
There would be no revenue coming to it as a result, and there is no documented cost other than the assistance that 
the police department gives in those incidences. The city does not re-direct such repeat patients to alcoholic 
addiction programs, and there is no doctor present with the ambulance to determine if the patient could be 
redirected to a less expensive treatment at a 24-hour urgent care clinic. No councilman is interested in looking at 

http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/.const/.article_1
http://thinkexist.com/quotation/the_american_republic_will_endure_until_the_day/191338.html
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/authors/a/albert_einstein.html
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this problem and the city management has no policy directive to address it or make recommendations to reduce 
costs that the state of California bears.  

Under this scenario, the ambulance service has an incentive to control its own costs such as labor, 
equipment, operations, and overhead, but it has no incentive to reduce the number of customers – the number of 
drunks it picks up, for example. Under this system, the more emergency calls it attends, the more it can invoice the 
state government. 

With this structure, two major problems are left unaddressed. First, we don‘t pay according to how effective 
paramedics are in treating the patients. Second, for patients who don‘t pay, the contractor has to absorb those 
losses and then attempt to somehow include those costs at the next contract negotiation.  

  Let‘s consider a more dire emergency call to attend to a stroke victim. Here, the 
medical training the paramedics received, their experience, and how quickly they arrive 
may determine if the patient will survive. But these contracts do not provide incentives 
for patient survival, nor does it provide incentives for arriving faster, say within two 
minutes of the call (A factor in successful outcomes of stroke victims.). How quickly the 
ambulance transports the patient to the emergency room, and the protocols used while 

en route also determine if the patient arrives alive at the hospital.  
For the city of Glendale's contracted ambulance service, there was no financial incentive for patient survival 

built into these agreements. The city government was not impacted directly if the patient lived or died.  
  Since 2001, the city has adopted a government-run monopoly – the fire department‘s Emergency Medical 
Service (EMS.) It provides for no additional accountability (For example, how many heart attack patients arrive at 
the hospital with a heart beat) But as a government run operation, the internal costs that the private ambulance 
held in check are now left out of the calculation – a public entity with political influence is now involved.  
  Today, the gap between what the paramedic‘s bill out versus what Medi-Cal, the insurance companies, and 
private individual pay is huge. The Management Summary Report prepared by the Glendale Fire Department 
shows a gap of $6,455,826 for fiscal year 2009. Medicare paid 32.53% of the invoice amounts the GFD demanded. 
Private insurance paid 38.81% Those billed privately 11.53% The unpaid gap is paid by the city of Glendale, or 
more accurately, by the taxpayer.  
  The costs of the paramedic program, its employees, benefits and pensions are an extension of the 
Glendale Fire Fighter‘s Association agreement with the city management and the city council in particular. Here is 
where political influence comes into the picture. Increased salaries, overtime and pension benefits improve the 
quality of life of the Fire Department employees, but those added costs do not improve the survivability of the 
patient. 

Are we any safer when the city upgrades the pension of a GFD employee so he can retire on $180,000 per 
year at age 50? 
  I‘ve left out of the discussion the whole issue as to who should pay, or who should be covered. Today, the 
health insurance reforms proposed by Democrats leave the wrong structure in place (Uncontrolled costs and fraud.) 
We have built the wrong incentives, don‘t control costs, leave out real accountability, and receive less than effective 
outcomes.  
  For Glendale, I believe that it would be much more beneficial to patients and more cost effective for the city 
to contract for a private ambulance service that requires a medical doctor in every ambulance. The chances for 
patient survival would be greater. There may be even enough money left over to support urgent care clinics where 
we can re-direct less urgent cases and reducing the strain on local emergency hospitals. We need continual 
improvements from the whole emergency system. The measured outcomes: The percentage of people who survive 
their emergency.   
  The irony of all these arguments pro and against government is that it will take government to fix it. We 
need to start fixing this system now locally. We can start by asking for accountability from the GFD paramedic 
program. We need survivability statistics monthly and the control of wasteful use of such critical resources for non-
emergency transport. I don‘t wish anyone a heart attack before we fix the problem, and I don't wish anyone the 
heartbreak when they see their invoice.  Herbert Molano 

 
All that is necessary for the triumph of evil is for good women & men to do nothing 

 
Sacred cows make the best hamburgers. Abbie Hoffman, political activist 

 
Public Officials are manufacturers - many make excuses - some make trouble - only a handful make things happen 

www.betterpublico0fficials.com 
 

 
  

 

 
 

Total Number 
of Current and 
Active Glendale 
Foreclosures as 
of Oct. 30, 09 

are:  917 
 

CHRISTIAN ARBID is a Real Estate Broker and Loss Mitigator. If 
you have questions about Foreclosures, Short Sales, Saving Your 
Home, Loan Modifications, email him at christianarbid@gmail.com 
and your question may be answered in the next issue of Vanguard. 

 

 

http://www.betterpublico0fficials.com/
mailto:christianarbid@gmail.com
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- Special Report -  

Christian Arbid Gives An In Depth Report on IndyMac:  
 What IndyMac Doesn't Want You to Know 

 Indymac Notice of Sale Problem: 

  

As everyone who has a loan owned or serviced by Indymac knows, the bank has had a long, troubled history. 
When the bank failed to meet FDIC guidelines, the government agency was forced to take over to ensure that the 
bank did not fail completely, which could have cost depositors all of their money. In early January, the FDIC then 
decided to sell off the mortgage-backed securities portfolio to a company comprised of a group of strong investment 
companies called IMB Management Holdings, LP. Indymac has now become One West Bank. The basic terms of 
the purchase allowed IMB to purchase the $16 Billion dollar portfolio for $13.9 billion. IMB also received $7 Billion in 
other securities and 33 branches making the acquisition terms very favorable for IMB.  

The sale of the portfolio is now complete which puts homeowners, who were hoping to modify their loan in 
a more compromising position compared to when the FDIC was in control. While the FDIC was heavily 
understaffed, they were there to help modify loans to favorable terms for qualified homeowners. The process was 
very slow but the results were strong. Homeowners generally received a step program that would start at a very low 
interest rate (1%-3%) then gradually go up over the years until it reached a low fixed 
number. In addition, they would also stretch out amortizations to lower payments and 
capitalize delinquencies. This enabled homeowners to keep their property even when they 
were seriously delinquent causing the bank to make less money than when the property 
was purchased.  

Now that the sale of the portfolio is complete and there is a new regime controlling 
the fate of the mortgage backed securities, these programs seem to be much harder to get. IMB basically bought 
the portfolio for around $0.40 cents on the dollar, meaning that if they foreclose on a property and only regain half 
of the note amount, they still make 20%. This is scary for homeowners. Foreclosing on homes is supposed to scare 
banks because it results in catastrophic losses. In this case, these losses have already been realized and dealt 
with, meaning that the homeowners have little leverage.  

Along with the fear of foreclosure, Indymac is using unethical tactics to collect past 
due balances from homeowners. It has been seen where Indymac will offer a modification to a 
troubled homeowner looking to keep their house. The terms look great and the homeowner 
now believes that they can keep their home. They send Indymac the required ‗Good Faith‘ 
reinstatement payment and the signed documents. Indymac cashes the check then issues a 
denial upon further review. This practice is becoming very common, so if you are an Indymac 
customer, understand what you are going up against.  

Another important new addition to the ever changing guidelines is that anyone who is on Notice of Sale 
(NOS) now is required to pay up to 50% of their delinquent balance to delay the foreclosure. This does not 
guarantee a modification or reinstatement, just delays the sale date. Make sure that you consult an attorney before 
you make this move. There are other ways to delay the foreclosure without paying 6-8 months of missed payments, 
fees and taxes. Bottom line is that Indymac borrowers need to beware. They are not playing fair and definitely do 
not care about you as a homeowner.  

If you are in a Trustee state and are heavily delinquent, realize that there are options in delaying the 
foreclosure. Check out www.ForeclosureFighters.info for a bird's eye view of other possible options. Indymac is 
taking back homes in the thousands. Do not be one of them just yet. Christian Arbid 

 
 
The only way to make sure people you agree with can speak is to support the rights of people you don't agree with.  ELEANOR 
HOLMES NORTON  
 

"Power corrupts the few, while weakness corrupts the many" -Eric Hoffer, 1902-1983 
 
Moral cowardice that keeps us from speaking our minds is as dangerous to this country as irresponsible talk. The right way is 
not always the popular and easy way. Standing for right when it is unpopular is a true test of moral character.    Margaret Chase 
Smith 
 

 

TAKE ACTION – GET INVOLVED – BE INFORMED – SHARE VANGUARD – VOLUNTEER 

http://www.foreclosurefighters.info/
http://www.wisdomquotes.com/002618.html
http://www.wisdomquotes.com/002618.html
http://www.wisdomquotes.com/002119.html
http://www.wisdomquotes.com/002119.html
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2Shout Box   ED – Letters published do not necessarily express the opinion of Vanguardians, this publication, the organization or 

Barry Allen. Names are used only when requested. Initials are used as there are people, believe it or not, who are concerned with retaliation or 
have issues before a legislative body. Letters will be published that are signed and are not hate oriented. 

 
In response to the Insider, Glenn Steiger head of the GWP wrote: Your ―insider‖ needs to get his/her 
facts straight.  My salary is substantially less than $250,000 (it‘s a matter of public record so check it out if 
it‘s that important).  I also find it interesting that your contributor has found it necessary to continue to 
discuss my private life.  I do, in fact have a small home in Mesa, Arizona.  I do commute from Canyon 
Country to Glendale (approximately 60 miles R/T).  Yes, it is more expensive to live in Glendale; your 
readers should be pleased that the City of Glendale continues to maintain high property values.  I do 

drive a 2008 Mercedes ―C Class‖ which actually costs less than a ―well equipped‖ VW Passat.  However, the last time I checked, 
it really is OK to drive whatever we like in America.  I enjoy the feel of a German car so that‘s what I choose to drive.  Now, with 
all of that being said, I have to ask you; what does any of this have to do with how I manage the business affairs of GWP? 

You really should evaluate the purpose of your publication.  If it is to ―keep the City honest‖, then I would argue that 
printing comments aimed at a dedicated public employee‘s private life does nothing to advance that cause.  So, before you step 
over the line in this regard, I would urge you to reconsider this type of journalism.  In my opinion, it does nothing to boost the 
credibility of your publication. [ED - Generally we do not edit or withhold issues that come from City employees. This is 
something that must be bothering them. The publication is the carrier and the disclaimer explains that.] 

 
You mentioned threats against you. How do you handle those? [ED – Based on experience I evaluate them and those I feel are 
credible I report to the appropriate authorities. In Glendale I don‘t report them to the PD based on my past experience with the 
Department under Chief Adams which may be unfair to Interim Chief DePompa.] 
 
Laurel had a good interview.  "Why I Do ..." was a terrific piece. Herb's contributions continue to be well-thought and presented. 
The deepening traction is obvious.  Great job. JS 
 
I was quite interested in the text message intercepts. How did you get them? QT [ED – Actually we received a number of 
questions about how we got that information and threats about going public from those people that his behind what they thought 
to be anonymous email addresses. As to how we got them…it is a trade secret.] 
 
The GNP used to have a ―citizens advisory board‖ which met every so often.  I don‘t know if it still exists.  I was able to 
wrangle an invitation once and noticed that there were a lot of people from the chamber of commerce and the city, even 
Larry Zarian, and pre-council, Bob Yousefian as well as a rep from the police department was there.  As it turned out, I 
was the only ‗civilian‘ there.  I asked why the GNP was always quick to print the names of people arrested, but never 
the arresting officers‘ names.  I was told that if the GNP did that, they would lose access to GPD information. I said that 
Will Rogers was one of the best reporters they had, and that he should be brought back. Needless to say, I was never 
asked back. MD 
 

In response to Michael Teahan column in the GNP: I was quite surprised that he is a columnist following his dismal showing 
running for City Council. Bob Yousefian would have been a much better resource. But what a dreamer. He really doesn't 
understand the real world, that greed has also permeated the public sector. Is he so naive as to accept any claim coming from 
local government like, "we need to be paid more money and we need a better pension plan and benefits and it doesn't matter 
that we are paid more than any other gov't employees at any level". Teahan is willing to accept any contention that gov't 
employees need more and he is willing to simply give it to them with no questions asked. He should investigate why Dr. Steven 
Fratus of the Rose Institute who is one of the foremost experts in local California governments, said there has been a wealth 
transfer, it has gone from the private sector to people in government. The public doesn't mind that gov't employees get a fair 
compensation for their work, but the public does mind when they sense they are getting ripped off. Teahan has no concept that 
he is actually getting ripped off. But, fortunately, a growing number of the public are beginning to realize it.  SH 
 

From the Chart on sales tax distribution, can Vanguard provide comparables from prior years? AD 
Taxable  sales In  thousands  for the  years and  cities indicated Population 

2008 

  2000 2003 2005 2007 3Q2008  

Burbank  1,822,769 2,239,090 2,570,255 2,931,259 723,153 105,000 

Glendale  2,423,886 2,497,149 2,753,735 2,756,364 667,378 207,000 

Pasadena   2,428,476 2,746,205 3,022,270 3,153,605 728,498 148,000 

 
Now that Drayman has stacked the GNP in his favor with Michael Teahan and Mike Lawler writing for them. As I 
recall, early on in the election [ED 2009], Drayman was pushing Teahan until he found Friedman. Meanwhile 
Lawler was pushing Drayman for election.  Does this mean that Drayman will go out of his way to push Weaver out 
of office? JG  [ED – It is early to look at who will be running in 2011. If Paul Krekorian is elected to the LA City 
Council then there will be a scurrying for the 43

rd
 Assembly seat in 2010. That could change the dynamic in the 

2011 election. The existing Council has the authority to appoint someone who would then run as an incumbent for 
the open seat.] 

http://www.glendalenewspress.com/articles/2009/10/27/columns/gnp-teahan102809.txt
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Without freedom of thought, there can be no such thing as wisdom; and no such thing as public liberty, without freedom of 
speech. Benjamin Franklin  
 

I am a legislator. I write the laws therefore I can wrong them.  Throckmorton P. Aardvark III 
 

Live so that you wouldn't be ashamed to sell the family parrot to the town Gossip. Will Rogers 
 

"Life should NOT be a journey to the grave with the intention of arriving safely in an attractive and well preserved body, 
but rather to skid in sideways - Chardonnay in one hand - chocolate in the other - body thoroughly used up, totally 

worn out and screaming "WOO HOO, What a Ride". 

 

 

3 Public Information 

"Just the facts" 
 
City of Glendale flies in the face of a Supreme Court Decision that states 
government employee compensation is a matter of public record. Glendale refuses to 
provide the names of the recipients and the amounts of performance bonuses paid to them. The City 
also refuses to provide the information as to the names of employees and the amounts of their 
contribution to the State pension system. In fact some of them receive their benefits without having paid 
into CalPERS. 
 
Home Page of Open Government (???) in Glendale California  
 

Click to view the agenda   City Council    Housing Authority   Redevelopment Agency  
Meetings at City Hall (CH) are in the Council Chambers, 2

nd
 Floor at 613 E Broadway. 

Meetings at the Municipal Services Bldg. (MSB) are in room 105 at 633 E Broadway. 
Meetings at the Perkins Bldg (PB) are in the Conference Room at 141 N Glendale Ave. 

Phone numbers are in area code 818 unless noted otherwise 
 
Monday, November 2 

Water & Power Commission – 4:00 pm, CH 548-2107 
 
Tuesday, November 3 

2:30 CH Housing Authority – Redevelopment Agency – 
Joint meetings 
6:00 CH City Council  
 

Wednesday, November 4 

Zoning Administrator‘s Hearing – 9:30 am, MSB 548-2140 
Parks, Recreation & Community Services Commission – 
3:00 pm, CH 548-2000 
Planning Commission – 5:00 pm, MSB 548-2140 
 
Thursday, November 5 

Design Review Board #2 –5:00 pm, MSB 548-2140 

 
4 Vanguardians  
¶ At the Vanguardians Friday Breakfast at Foxy‘s we discussed the Conflict of Interest Case, Land Use, 

Ovasapyan, Ivyglen and more. Each week we add a few new faces and have returning warriors. Become 
one. This is an excellent opportunity to share opinions about quality of life issues.   

¶ Get breaking Glendale News by signing up for an RSS feed at www.vanguardians.org   

¶ Great opportunity for you to place your ad or link on www.vanguardians.org  
 

VANGUARDIANS needs your Continuing Financial Support 
Please make checks payable to ―VANGUARDIANS‖ Mail to:  POB 11202 Glendale, CA 91226 

 Your contributions are tax deductible. You will receive a receipt for income tax purposes 
You may donate online at www.vanguardians.org  

 

http://opengovernmentinglendalecalifornia.org/
http://www.ci.glendale.ca.us/agenda.asp?OrganizationID=4
http://www.ci.glendale.ca.us/agenda.asp?OrganizationID=37
http://www.ci.glendale.ca.us/agenda.asp?OrganizationID=176
http://www.vanguardians.org/
http://www.vanguardians.org/
http://www.vanguardians.net/
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5 the Insider is a report from city employees that care about the way the City is run. As they are concerned 

about retaliation, their identities are secret. Vanguard provides them the opportunity to have this forum. The comments are their 
own.    

 
Management has decided to ignore the City Charter with the ongoing reorganization, code named a 
"realignment", until after the next council election. Why be legal when we are above those petty little 
laws that we enforce on the community? It is ironic that they are ignoring the charter to establish a 
department to enforce city ordinances. Council can't change the Charter, it needs a public vote. So it 
will be a council election topic, like when Bob Y. first got elected.  

McFall is having surgery and will be out for a couple of months. 
RE: ARC -- Standard practice with City projects is to leave everything up to whomever was hired to 

produce the plans, then go to bid on the construction before it is even submitted to B&S for review. With the 
exception of possibly 1 project manager, most are people with little direct construction experience. Also, since most 
projects are affected by some kind of outside funds, and rushed through by staff, errors are expected and tolerated. 
Remember the police building! 

Eight Signs of Incompetent Managers 
 

¶  Poor communication skills  
¶  Weak leadership capabilities  

¶  Managers unable or unwilling to adapt to change  

¶  Poor relationship builders  

¶  Ineffective task managers  

¶  Insufficient producers  

¶  Poor developers of others  

¶  Those who neglect their own personal 
development 

 
  

6 Text Message Intercepts….On a Tuesday… 
―Looks like a quiet meeting‖ 
―Don‘t embarrass my staff‖ 
―Don‘t answer that‖ 
―Let me answer that‖ 
―Don‘t go there‖ 
―XXredactedXXX‖ 
―Drinks later? 
―Where?‖ 

―Conrad‘s is safe‖ 
―Damons?‖ 
―Bring home Chinese‖ 
―Did you get your $$ from him‖ 
―We got 3 votes…vote against, ok?‖ 
―I saw silver Friday he is still around‖ 
―I saw him at Ardy‘s‖ 
―$60K should be ok for now‖

―He‘s young-he‘ll get over it‖ 

 
7 News Briefs from the neighborhood  

With no contract deal, Palo Alto imposes wage cuts By Will Oremus Daily News Staff Writer 
Unable to reach a deal with its largest union, Palo Alto's city council on Monday voted to impose wage cuts 
unilaterally. 

Over murmurs of disapproval and shouted interruptions from angry union members — one shouted "You're lying!" as 
Vice Mayor Jack Morton spoke — the council voted 7-1 to reduce health care and retirement benefits 
for members of Service Employees International Union Local 521. Labor leaders from around the 
region came out to support the union. Tony 
Spitaleri, a former Sunnyvale mayor who 
negotiates for the Palo Alto firefighters union, 
called it "unconscionable" that the city would reject 
the union's call for mediation. But the city council 
backed the firm stance of city officials, who said 
Palo Alto can no longer afford the level of benefits 
it has paid in the past. The city is still trying to 
close a $10 million budget deficit this year, and 

every week without union wage cuts makes that more difficult, City 
Manager James Keene said. Without changes, the shortfall will grow in the future, he added. The new contract terms are 
expected to save the city about $2.5 million this year and millions more in the future. But the battle may not be over. The union, 

The Internet and Cell Phone 
communications may not be 
as secure as once thought. 

 

http://www.mercurynews.com/breaking-news/ci_13649357?nclick_check=1
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which represents some 600 city employees making an average salary of about $73,000, will meet this evening to decide how to 
respond to the city's decision. A strike is an option, union leaders said. 

Keene said the package of cuts offered by the union — including furloughs, reduced holidays, and temporary hikes in 
pension contributions by new employees — didn't do enough to address the city's long-term budget issues. One of the key 
measures the city insisted upon was a new pension formula that would significantly reduce lifetime retirement payouts for future 
employees. Some union members, including Chapter Chair Lynn Krug, slammed the council for not defending union members 
against attacks on their value as employees. Council Member Pat Burt denounced those attacks but said the union had to 
sacrifice along with others in the slow economy. He said the new contract terms still leave union members with 15 days of 
holidays, two weeks of sick pay, an average of about four weeks of vacation, and significant pension and health care 
benefits.  

Burt added that the council has also asked local businesses to sacrifice by putting the Measure A business tax on the 
November ballot. 

 
Editorial: Demagoguery prevails in open records debate Mercury News Editorial -- The cause of public access to 
information in San Jose fell to demagoguery Tuesday night. Mayor Chuck Reed, Police Chief Rob Davis and others 
misrepresented what the Sunshine Reform Task Force proposal would have meant for police records, indicating that 
dangerous and sensitive information would have to be disclosed — which is not the case. 

The Sunshine rules on police records would have increased public trust in the police and 
led to a better understanding of public safety operations.  

Officers would have retained the ability to protect residents' privacy and the integrity of 
investigations. But you'd never have known that from opponents at Tuesday's meeting, who resorted 
to extremes and ignored the degree of discretion and judgment the proposal set out. 

Hats off to council members Ash Kalra, Nora Campos, Kansen Chu, Sam Liccardo and 
Madison Nguyen for standing up for public access in Tuesday's vote.  It was no easy choice, given 
the political power of the police union in elections, but it was the right one.  
 
Norwalk city councilman suspected of threatening wife By Brian Day, Staff Writer 

NORWALK -- Norwalk city councilman Rick Ramirez was arrested late Friday on suspicion of making criminal threats against his 
wife, authorities said. Ramirez, 41, was booked on suspicion of making criminal threats and released after posting $50,000 bail, 
Los Angeles County sheriff's Lt. John Gannon said. In addition to being a teacher, Ramirez has a long background in law 
enforcement, according to the City's Web site.  
 
 

For market - lev el data and analysis please visit  http://www.hwmarketintelligence.com.  For more detailed information on the indicators 

discussed in this key indicator alert, please visit the following links: 

Employment Growth  Existing Home Sales  

Unemployment Rate  Existing Home Inventory  

Real GDP Growth  Existing Home Affordability  

Consumer Confidence  Median Price New Home  

Purchase Mortgage Applications  New Home Sales  

Mortgage Rates  New Home Inventory  

Median Price Existing Home  New Home Affordability Ratio  

 

 

 

www.hwmarketintelligence.com | 800.639.3777  

555 Anton Blvd, Suite 950 | Costa Mesa, CA 92626  

 
 

 
 
Email info@vanguardians.org to subscribe to the Weekly News on issues that impact Glendale. The media with a voice; the organization that gets results you 
want; we encourage and support advocacy, involvement and engagement with government. Vanguard is intended for personal use by recipient and 
forwarding without change to recipient‘s personal email list. Vanguardians is a 501C3 charitable non-profit corporation Contributions are tax deductible. 
Vanguardians does not use commercial fundraisers. To ensure you receive Vanguard, please add our email addresses info@vanguardians.org, 
vanguardweekly@gmail.com and ba@fieldworks.net  - to your address book or Internet Service Provider safe list. Annual subscription for email $50, by US 
Mail $75, Newsstand $2 per issue Copyrighted materials used with permission. ©2009 
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