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City Wants a Car Czar

The four stages of Vanguardians“ Fi r st t hey ignor e
Mahatma Gandhi describing the stages of establishment resistance to a winning strategy of nonviolent advocacy

When WE, the people, are complacent THEY win]|

ﬂQ}NS AIG has a leaseback arrangement with the MTA for about $1,000,000,000 which, according to the
%%! contract must be refinanced and paid back. The collateral for the arrangement is the MTA rolling
%%% stock, buses and trains. Similarly, Glendale leased fire engines and trucks from Sun Trust Leasing
=== a subsiduary of Sun Trust Bank. The lease came with a credit line of which the City used

$8,500,000 for the earthquake retrofit of the MS Building that now has an updated price tag of
$20,000,000 an amount which includes interest. The Beeline buses and the balance of the fire equipment were
pledged as collateral. A conversation with Sun Trustsai d i f the City defaulted
equipmnt, just take cash receipts from the revenue flow, like a &eeperd Meanwhile the GFD is asking for more
money to get more equipment as the engines and trucks got worn out driving back and forth to the super market.

GNP: Oopsé L at week the GNPwrote about a business mixer mixing up the day..in spite of the confusion there
was a good turnout. Only Ara Najarian of the City Officialswa s nd6t t her e.

GNP Sequel: Great article about the Community Housing and Development fair last Saturday except there was no
mention of day, time or | ocati on. pddaeytdpenottinbleding firefightevshand
staff.

The City owes $1.2B in bonded debt, an amount that works out to be $6,000 each for every
one of the 207,000 residents. We have all seen what happened in Washington, less
transparency and no accountability in spending money, cutting (taxes) revenue, increasing
the size of the government payroll, increasing debt (borrowing more money), cutting programs
and causing a total meltdown of the economic system. The Cityds demand
taking away consumer spending which could help the economy.
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Vanguard of Davis also has issues with soil contamination. It appears that just as in Glendale it will take the Courts
to mandate a response.

City Manager Starbird became a policy maker, a job we elect our Council to do, when he added a section in the
internal document, Administrative Policy Manual (APM), that deprived the public of their First Amendment rights.
Barry Allen spoke on that during Oral Communications
in the past when the time was right to give raises in payroll and benefits to employees.

The Unintended Consequences of campaign finance reform are coming. Contributions are limited to $1,000 to
candidate controlled committees. Contributions are almost unlimited to non-controlled committees that will produce
slate mailers, endorsements and more such as phone banks.Caruso Affiliated spent $64,000 in the 2005 election
and for most people there was not a clue of the amount spent until after the election.

CalPERS' portfolio value rocked by market volatility By Marc Lifsher LA Times
The California pension fund's value has fallen 20% since July 1. The loss could lead to increased contributions from
state and local government and school district employers.

Troy Anderson of the Daily News reports on Taxpayers on the hook for county pension losses "This is adding insult
to injury because not only are taxpayers seeing their own 401(k) plans diminish in value, but they are having to kick
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http://davisvanguard.blogspot.com/2008/10/vanguards-article-on-agraquest-provokes.html
http://www.latimes.com/business/la-fi-calpers23-2008oct23,0,4302311.story
http://www.dailynews.com/breakingnews/ci_10789788
http://www.vanguardians.org/

in extra dollars to make sure that public-employee pensions are kept the richest in the nation," said Jon Coupal,
president of the Howard Jarvis Taxpayers Association.

Howard Jarvis: As things stand now, California private sector workers are struggling to make ends meet and put a
few dollars aside for retirement, while at the same time they are forced to contribute so that public employees at the
state and local level can enjoy a certain, secure and comfortable retirement.

All that is necessary for the triumph of evil is for good women & men to do nothing

A once in a lifetime offer from Vanguardians — Vanguard will be sent to over 50,000
Gl endal i an s20@,00@ exposuses) over atwo month period. Your web site link or
message can be included. Special political rates are available.

Call Barry Allen 818 243 1502.

They came first for the agitators. Itordi dn’
Then they came for the activists. I didn’t
Then they came for the advocates. I didn’'t
Then they came for the | opurbneaclaiusstes .| wa sdni’'din’

When they came for me ... there was no one left to speak up.
Adapted from Pastor Martin Niemoller

If you have issues with the City and you fear retaliation,br i ng t hem t o Vanguardians and
with the appropriate department assuring your anonymity.

City Council
Council 10-21-08 | Annualized Contact info
Drayman B+ C- jdrayman@ci.glendale.ca.us; ;
Najarian B- B anajarian@ci.glendale.ca.us; ﬂ y: H100
Quintero D+ B fquintero@ci.glendale.ca.us; ID - the ":@&
Weaver C+ D+ dweaver@ci.glendale.ca.us; Court ¥ : _yg)
Yousefian B+ B byousefian@ci.glendale.ca.us; Jester - e R

Yousefian - For being responsive, alert, and addressing areas of concern from the council as well as statements
made by the public.

Najarian - For being a bit woozy but appreciative that he responded to all issues before him

Drayman - For being very attentive and truly interested in all topics and the hearing facts.

Quintero - For not answering a direct question posted to him by a member of the public and ignoring it completely.
Weaver - He scores a slighter higher score this week! He finally said a few words and gave the council some input.
For that we honor him with an average score for average work.

The four firefighters of Truck 21 were busy passing out little red plastic chi | dr en’ s
fire helmets at the Development Department housing program at Pacific Park
auditorium on Saturday. On Thursday the fire chief and one or two of his firefighters
were busy networking at the Glendale Hilton Business Assembly. At any gathering
you will find the firefighters. Apparently it gets pretty boring hanging around the
firehouse waiting for prime time TV or cable. Or they lost the coin toss on who would

stay back and watch the football games.

LY N 3 y
GABESHA caller to Vanguardians (no callback number was provided) wanted Vanguard to retract the letter
that expressed the observation of a writer who was dismayed about the GFD fundraising program for MDA.
The caller said we need to be more sensitivewhende al i ng with the Firefighters. W
but our editorial advisors suggested that even though the caller was anonymous this call should be
included. Bottom line is that the writer of the letter last week provided detailed information while the
compl aining caller just provided platitudes without any
turnout to a fire where the victim died even though it was the same fire station. See photos on 'Jump’.

From Vanguard o Davis: The Grand Jury had issued a report condemning some of the practices of the Davis
Firefighters union and chief. Separate but related is an issue discovered last month that relates to the potential
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http://www.hjta.org/commentaryV6-42
mailto:jdrayman@ci.glendale.ca.us;
mailto:anajarian@ci.glendale.ca.us;
mailto:fquintero@ci.glendale.ca.us;
mailto:dweaver@ci.glendale.ca.us;
mailto:byousefian@ci.glendale.ca.us;

misuse of city funds for what is called a union hours bank, which is basically time that is supposed to be used for
training purposes but instead may have been used for political activities by the firefighters. | met with two council
members and the city manager separately. | convinced the city manager to add this issue to their ongoing
investigation. Two council members backed me up. Doug Paul Davis

ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING ROYAL BOULEVARD HISTORIC DISTRICT OVERLAY ZONE
by Laurel Miller

Many of the residents of the Royal Boul evard neighbor hooc
district. 0 T hestreebag eriginaldy intergianed from its 1926 inception is 20 months in the making
and would be a precedent for the city of Glendale, which does not have any historic districts. Seemingly, a cut and
dry issue in favor of the historical preservation,20% of peopl e on the block donét want
history. The opposition to the majority was represented by one resident who argued that not only would it increase
her homeownerds insurance, but t hat dther pomes, while kdegingbnly al |
the fa-ade in congress with the rules |l aid out by the s
living museum, her opponents felt that the move would make them trailblazers i an example for the rest of
Glendale to protect neighborhoods from gaudy modernization and from constant construction. The opponent to the
proposal made a somewhat inflammatory remark when she sai
property which, when deconstructed can actually be viewed as having pride for where one lives, which happens to
be a motivator in community involvement. The idea of historical properties being a point of city pride was echoed in
the dais.

While Council member Weaver brought up his record number of years lived in the community as a point of
authority and wholly accepted the idea of a historic districting of Royal Boulevard, it was a few of his colleagues that
shared more complex views.

Council member Yousefian brought up the point that though something may sound brilliant in theory, it
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should not be green |l it without careful t hought . He had i
proposal, which included DVDs rife with information. He understands that the devil is in the details i asking the

guestion, fAWhat exactly is being preserved?0 One might |t
historic, that EVERYTHING including the kitchen sink must be preserved. This is not true according to the state of

Californa. Though gutting was a harsh term, itds true that th
Yousefiands opinion is that it should all be preserved, |
go over the proposal and make an informed decision that resonates witht he fbenef it of the city
council member that repeated the pitfalls of rushing iIin we

his shoed must be addr essed frapss#down tirheverpnigbtpitheachlotherlarmt b ot h
go over in detail, what would happen (and not happen) to a home falling under historic districting.
The Ordinance was approved at October 21° meeting. We should all keep in mind that though a home we
buy is our own, it is simply a temporary stage 1 In that home, there have been people before us, and there will be
people after us, but what stays is the home itself and, judging from this meeting, its historic value to the city of
Glendale.

Vanguard is published independently by Vanguardians; Advocating for Accountabilityi Our vision is to live in a community where all people,
regardless of geography, background or economic status, can enjoy accountability, integrity, effectiveness and responsiveness from
our elected officials and each of the city's departments, through grass roots involvement, engagement and advocacy.
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You may agree or disagree with the views below. Feel free to comment on them.

We hate you.we are aggawdeyed bavemoney..l edebiltabee i nf
and want us to pay for it!!! We are your children. We have to pay for your excesses while you

spend money on administration instead of education, while you spend $150,000 each on the

firemen but quibble on pay that is less than half of that for the teachers; while you have
requirements to show the effectiveness of education but none for the firemen. Teachers are

required to have a college education plus additional years for certification while a fireman needs a high

school education or equivalent and a six month training program. Of course the schools invite the
firefighters into their classrooms to perpetuate the myth. Just where are our real priorities?




Council has until early January to put measures on the April ballot to increase revenue. Those running for
re-election will be hard pressed to ask you for more money although they will push the Utility Users Tax
that extra 7% added onto all your utilities (water, power, gas, phone, cell, cable etc). | am going to vote,
“NO,” and encourkeegpdaheit dpenditg witlyin thedr revenue stream even if it means laying off
city workers who will be able to collect unemployment. Each time the City hires another worker not only do
they obligate us to pay payroll and benefits but huge pension payments.

A CCM that studied economics asked how was anyone to have known that the Country and the World

would suffer the meltdown it did? Actually in 2005 | discussed the meltdown with Ken Beall and he recently
acknowledged that clairvoyancy. How did | know? Simple, Michel Handfield and | discussed it when we
researched the use of predictability software that was written by mathematics Gurus in the Bay area. If

mere mortals can do that then those in the government can come to the same conclusion. Maybe they did

and that is why those in the know are profitting from the misery of many. Moving this to our community we
havegivenexcessive profits to | and devel oprarhen dold & to owurilodah * t d €
government that could have used eminent domain to purchase it.

Meanwhile, back at City Hall, the officials lashed out at members of the public who had the audacity to
speak up and out. Changing Oral Communications, not requiring staff reports to be read so GTV6 viewers
could understand the consequences. Following the firefighters’ union contract renewal, | was threatened
by a Fire Captain who said he would get me . CityprinMdnager
media in City Hall and pre-empted the City Council by writing an Administrative Procedure to prevent
information, other than that of the City, to be accessible to the community. Maybe Jim Starbird has been
inappropriately maligned by the public. It is the City Council that directs him. Is it the Council that should
be chastised for their failure to direct and control management; to understand and question the financials?
Why is it that | had to point out to our elected and paid Council and to our well-paid management that the
budget called to pay one firefighter $486,000? Why is it that those very same people missed the fact that
the Finance Department while under the direction of Ron Ahlers and prior, Bob Franz, booked expenses
from 2001-2005 in Construction in Progess in the 2007 budget year? Members of the public did stop a
$44,000,000 remodel of two fire stations.

Fact 1: Amortgage isalong-t e r m dnehle sagne way Municipal Bonds are; credit cards are debt that as long as
you pay principal and interest each month you are okay. However, miss a few payments then the mortgage, bond
or credit card principal come due and payable immediately.

Fact 2: Pension payments are the first priority, payroll is second, bond payments are third followed by contract
fulfillment.

How much money is left to maintain the infrastructure? This is a dilemma caused by the City Council and the
Management they hired. Who on the Glendale City Council
change? Of course you may have been one who voted for someone to watch out for your interest and hex would

say that giving more money to our employees is what you wanted. Ha Ha

I f | were Management or on the Council, I woul dn’t

Treasurer Boruckiis running forre-e |l ecti on to the Treasurero6s post lansloh he i
making the Office of Treasurer more involved by speaking
when Council wants to pass a bond issue; when salaries and benefits are being negotiated.| like Borucki i he has

almost always been straight with me but under his watch the investment portfolio dropped almost $200,000,000. He

di dnét speak out whenever the City floated the financing
for our kids to pay b abikagingiichistoudbe pait of the Treagueers function amathe
investments he makes are controlled under the City Charter. He never came openly to Council to ask them to
understand that spending principal to take on debt, would lead to disaster. Should he be elected (chances are
excellent for an i nihemplrsmorsserving éot thesfull-eesnmet serva fom2 years and a day

and then retire giving the Counplhyéhé. oppWer thawiet y etaad @
Treasurer Borucki about the present economic catastrophe and his need to stay on to manage that. The investment

policy of the City is set by Charter for very conservative federal government issues.

Pauline Field served on the Charter Review Committee and she fought for Charter mandated qualifications for
Treasurer. The answer was a resounding, f@ANo! o


http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Arbitrage

VANGUARDIANS NEEDS YOUR TAX DEDUCTIBLE HELP TODAY Unlike
candidates for public office, there is no limit on the amount you give

The only way to make sure people you agree with can speak is to support the rights of people you don't agree with.
ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON

TAKE ACTION — GET INVOLVED — BE INFORMED — SHARE VANGUARD -- VOLUNTEER

Moral cowardice that keeps us from speaking our minds is as dangerous to this country as irresponsible talk. The rigbt alayaiss the
popular and easy way. Standing for right when it is unpopular is a true test of moral charadtegaret Chase Smith

Potpourri EDii Letters published do not necessarily express the opinion of Vanguardians, this publication, the

organization or Barry Allen. Names are used only when requested. Initials are used as there are people, believe it or not,
who are concerned with retaliation or have issues before a legislative body. Let t er s wi | | not be published t
are hate oriented.

We support any investigation into the sub-standard performance of Fire Station 26. James and
Carole Weling.

Bravo Barry for speaking out against the City MisManager and shame, shame, shame on all the City
Council Members for wasting time with self-serving and meaningless chatter rather than addressing the
concerns and comments of the people speaking at oral communications. SL

| watched those old fogeys [City Council members] during the special meeting to discuss transportation

downtown. Why on Earth would our young people want antique looking buses? | agree with Yousefian, it will be

years before any shuttle bus system is operating. By that time the old farts will be staying in Forest Lawn as they

wonét be able to get into Grandview. This Council needs t
paying for this largesse. GP

Wegetcalls: | Iike to go to Burbank to shopheaynddoinndu
charge for parking as does Glendale.

@l | saw the letter from the Weaver cohort Jim Canfield knocking Bob Yousefian. Canfield is involved with
Weaver on his charity, Dreaming of Roses.

National League of Cities Report:
Confronted with declining economic conditions driven by downturns in housing, consumer spending,
jobs and income, city finance officers report thatthef i s c a | condition of tre@ nat.
dramatically in 2008. Amongt he f i ndings of the National League of
finance officers are:
1 Two in three city finance officers (64%) report that their cities are less able to meet fiscal needs in 2008 than
in the previous year,
1 Final tallies for 2007 reveal that city revenues, when accounting for inflationary factors, remained flat (growth
of 0.1%), while spending increased by 3.0%;
1 As finance officers look to the close of 2008, they predict that revenues and spending will decline in inflation-
adjusted terms, with revenues decreasing by 4.3% and spending decreasing by 1.5%;
Property tax revenues increased by 6.3% in 2007, but are predicted to decline by 3.6% by the close of 2008;
Spending pressures stem from rising costs, such as energy and fuel prices, public safety and infrastructure
needs, and employee-related costs for health care, pensions, and wages;
1 To balance annual budgets and meet ongoing spending needs, many cities are increasing fees and charges
for services; and,
T Ending balances, or Areserves, 0 remain at high | evels

LINKS Click here for Vanguard Archives by Hal Weber-- Open Government Guide www.vanguardians.org Check Zip Code
Demographics Global Incident Map updated every 5 minutes Piglet Book 2008 . -- ZIPskinny - Get the Skinny on that ZIP
Vanguard in the Daily News The Glendale California 100K Club 2009 City Council Campaign Contributions through 06-30-08
"Glendale Mayor Drayman and his acolytes" by vanmguardians

Click to view the agenda City Council Housing Authority Redevelopment Agency
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Monday, October 27
Historical Preservation Commission i 2:00 pm, Room 105, MSB ,633 E. Broadway, Glendale. 548-2140
Transportation and Parking Commission i 6:00 pm, City Hall, 613 E. Broadway, Glendale. 548-3960

Tuesday, October 28

2:30 pm - Glendale Housing Authority - Glendale Redevelopment Agency -- Joint Meeting Council/Housing Authority RE:
CDBG Action Plan

6:00 pm - Glendale City Council

Wednesday, October 29
Zoning Admini si 9:30am MénEipaHSeraice$ Buitding, Room 105, 633 E. Broadway, Glendale. 548-2140

Thursday, October 30
Glendale Design Review Board #1-- 5:00 pm, Municipal Services Building, Room 105, 633 E. Broadway, Glendale.

-
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3 Public Information

Awaiting request compliance.

4 Vanguardians

VOLUNTEERS: welcome to Laurel Miller who writes for Vanguard and is a managing segment editor at
Fuel TV, an action sports network. Laurel attended the University of California, Santa Cruz (graduated '05),
majoring in Film & Digital Media with a minor in Politics. While there, she co-edited "Eye Candy" film journal. She is
interested in politics at the local and national levels as well as encouraging young people to get involved in their
communities. She embodies our effort to involve young people in government and politics.

ANNOUNCEMENT from Vanguardi ans ..
Coming soon ¢é the Vanguar di-awhie biwakiagkbrepd y8urvalleb& &bke tot netvdlrku b
discuss issues of the City and meet city officials & candidates for public office. Sponsorships available.
RESTAURANTS AND BANQUET HALLS Get more visibility — Call Barry Allen for details 818 243 1502

Volunteers wanted: for the Vanguardians Glendale Land Use Committee. We are looking for people that want to
participate in discussions of the use of property: residential, retail, commercial and industrial; and to appear before
Boards, Commissions and Council to share their knowledge and expertise. Contact Barry Allen at 818 243 1502

VOLUNTEERMATCH Volunteers for reporters living in the Glendale area or virtual...p| ease contact Barry Al
assignments to write reports on the Commissions and Boards for Vanguard.

City elections candidates: Vanguardians will share any public records we obtain upon your request to Barry Allen at 818 243
1502. As a 501(c)3 we are prohibited from either supporting or opposing any candidate for public office.

O VANGUARDIANS

Pease make c¢hecXANGARDIANSD e t o A
Mail to: POB 11202 Glendale, CA 91226
Contributions are tax deductible T You will receive a receipt for income tax purposes

=

Vanguardl@charter.net to subscribe to the Weekly News on issues that impact Glendale. The media with a voice; the organization

that gets results you want; we encourage and support advocacy, involvement and engagement with government.e 2008
Vanguard is intended for personal use by recipient andst.Vanguaraiandismg wi t h
501C3 charitable non-profit corporation Contributions are tax deductible. Vanguardians does not use commercial fundraisers. To ensure

you continue to receive Vanguard, please add our email addresses vanguardl@charter.net, vanguardl@charterinternet.com and

ba@fieldworks.net - to your address book or Internet Service Provider safe list. Annual subscription for email $50, by US Mail $75,

Newsstand $2 per issue Copyrighted materials used with permission.
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5 l lthe Insiderisa digest of information from city employees that care about the way the City is run.

As they are concerned about retaliation, Vanguard provides them the opportunity to have this forum. Their identities are kept
confidential. The comments are their own.

The City is looking at adding another division, one that is in charge of all of the vehicles for all of the existing
Divisions, (e.g. police, public works, parks, GWP, etc When each of them handle their own, they don't know the
equipment the others had and they were over stocking the City.

Questions are starting about the new CSI computer system. Doubts about whether the software company,
Edgesoft, will be able to fulfill the contract and if the program does get started, whether they will be around to
service the system after it is installed. Even though the Auditor questioned this before the contract went to Council,
McFall down played this fact in his staff report.

GWHP is looking at drilling exploratory water wells at the new Rockhaven property.

With the Civil Service Commission looking into conducting their own investigations, look for the City to fortify its
regulations over the employees to stack the system even further it its favor. It's already rigged, but Matt Doyle is

looking for brownie points by eliminating all hope for employees in the future by making it impossible for employees.

Don't expect the employee associations to even raise a finger since they are looking to get raises next year.

Although the MSB building work looks close to being done, don't count on using the court yard soon. Seems the
City forgot to account for the landscape drop offs and now there are dangerous conditions around the edges of the
court. Don't expect the lawsuit over the MSB to be a public effort. Public Works need to cover up their poor efforts
on the construction management, so look for their Director to roll over for the contractor, who did a great job
considering they were working for the City, to keep a lid on how the project was handled.

With the economy the way it is, how did Public works get to reward two managers by promoting them from Senior
Civil Engineers to Principal Civil Engineers without anyone taking notice? They also received approval for 3 new
mid management positions in Building and Safety. All this after they gave what is essentially the Deputy Director
position away to an existing employee last year as a bonus. Notice that all the bonuses are for GMA members.

Other Divisions and Associations will look to get the same treatment in the future.

Glendale Family Jewels is tracking usage of their blog. That usage shows the IP addresses
(where the connection was made) so the blog master knows how many people are really looking

at the blog and commentngand where the comments are comin D m.

touseanIPmask. GFJ says it just isnét trueé

6 Humor

WELL, THAT ENDS THE DEBATE. NOW, DIRK, RAIDERF | CAPTAIN ROCKITP

WE'LL HAVE CLOSING STATEMENTS
FROM THE TWO CANDIDATES, | WILL DESTROY | | ARE THEEE GOING

—
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~ON E\ERY NeTNce
OF A Yiefist or
Wlitican vsiNG

“Wall SteeeT “Anp A
STPger™ IN THe SAME
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THE DALY P oo,
‘mOﬁl\X P\ A CANDIDATE FOR HiGH PUBLIC OFFICE WiLL

STEP BEFORE THE CAMERAS AND STATE THAT
THE GOVERNMENT 15 NOTHING WITHOUT Y00

HOROSCOPE S’OE’F PEOPLE — Y‘OUB LABOR, YOUR WEALTH,

HEALTHY CHILDREN: YOUR LABOR TO FIGHT
IS FECKLESSNESS SOUR WEALTH TO FIGHT
ITS PROFLIGACY, YOUR HEALTHY CHILDREN
TO FIGHT ITS WARS. AND TO REWARD HIM

: FOR SPEAHINu 'IHIS TRUTH, ¥0U WILL CAST
H YOUR VOTE F E CANDIDATE WHO
1 DICE UP PLATlTUD€5 INTO LOVELY SO(ND SITES
7 - RE SO LESS FILLING.
Eenlen il
@ Brooke McEldowney. Dist. by UFS, Inc.

Getting ready to ask for more $$$

- The Junp Page.

TEACHER SALARIES
CITY SALARIES

res show F|ref|ghtersm mtersectlon at Central & Stocker coIIectlng $$$

8Ignorance is bliss-Dangerous. The Sunshinelawsand how t o use theméPolitic

1974 as amended; The Public Records Act and the Ralph M Brown Act. Scorecard comparing former

Mayor Najarian and current Mayor Drayman; How to tell CCM apart; Using Small Claims Court to resolve up to
$7,500 claims against the City. Ask formorei Payless. St op whining about the fact tha
aware of the meltdown


http://www.gusd.net/human_resources/sal_schedule/gta.pdf
http://www.ci.glendale.ca.us/HR/PDF/SALARYSCHEDULE_090208.PDF

