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Vanguardians Calls on City Council to Investigate Slow Roll  

The four stages of Vanguardians “First they ignore you, then they laugh at you, then they fight you, then you win.” 
Mahatma Gandhi describing the stages of establishment resistance to a winning strategy of nonviolent advocacy 

 

When WE, the people, are complacent THEY win! 
 

Request for investigation: On September 14 at 4:49.18PM Engine 21 located at Columbus and Oak 
received a run to an appliance fire on Wilson between Columbus and Central. They were on scene ½ 
mile away in 3 minutes and 20 seconds after the call. Compare that to the 6 minutes and 14 seconds it 
took Engine 26 to get to Loraine St. also ½ mile away at 2AM. Three extra minutes and the victim died. 
Three extra minutes to wake up, dress and get moving. Sleeping on the job does not provide the 
public with a good quality of life. 

 
Date Distance 

from 
station to 

scene 

Engine  Dispatch 
Time 

Arrive 
On 

Scene 

Elapsed 
Time 

Fatality 

8-27-08 ½ Mile 26 16.49.18 
4:49PM 

16.52.38 3:20 0 

9-14-08 ½ Mile 21 02.01.34 
2:01AM 

02.07.47 6:14 1 

  
Give back the money. The Council addressed the aggressive solicitation Ordinance that is to be designed 
to penalize elected officials for using their office to solicit monetary and non-monetary items.  For 
instance, CCM Weaver has his own charity. Last Fall he made 4 phonecalls and raised $30,000, $5,000 of 
which came from a gift by the GWP of ratepayers money. We don‟t pay the utility bills expecting the GWP 
to give our money to a CCM but to use it to maintain their systems. Weaver must pay back that money as 
he approved a bond issue and other matters within 90 days of asking for and getting that money. GIVE IT 
BACK! 
 
As the Council prepares to put on the aggressive solicitation muzzle, the GFD raised almost $12K for MDA. They 
blocked streets with their equipment and cost the taxpayers about $21,000. They were working – not volunteering 
-- while soliciting. Should the GFD be allowed to do something that the Council is attempting to stop? Why didn‘t 
the GFD raise money for a local charity like New Horizons? Where were all the screamers yelling during the 
Campaign Finance Reform that they didn‘t give candidates money so they could give it to charity? I feel the same 
thing about paying utility bills…I didn‘t pay them so the GWP could give the money to a CCM. Maybe the City 
Manager should add a department called, ―Entitlements, Contributions and Fundraising,‖ to screen all the 
requests. 
 
COMMENT: Starbird payback: When the public starts talking about the City Manager‘s track record, he retaliates 
by demanding the City Attorney make certain that materials placed in the Council chamber by Barry Allen and 
Mike Mohill, public documents for all to see, are removed. Maybe Mr. Starbird is afraid of our First Amendment 
Rights. Maybe Mr. Starbird is afraid his abysmal track record will become known by the public. The original 
purpose of the Administrative Procedure (AP) he drew up was to keep the lobby clean not to deny 1

st
 Amendment 

Rights in the Peoples House (City Hall). Today the lobby is a mess. Maybe some CCMs will get this AP on the 
agenda and remove the prohibition. After all, what is there to fear? Maybe Council will start reviewing Starbirds 
accomplishments. Maybe Mohill is right. 
 
Treasurer Ron Borucki says he will run for re-election as he would like to stay on as the elected treasurer, a 
decision that impacts Council member Bob Yousefian‘s decision to run for that same office. Borucki stands an 
excellent chance for re-election as an incumbent. Our wish is that he plans on staying for the full four year term 
and become more interactive with the Council. A conversation with CCM Bob Yousefian indicates that he would 
support Borucki‘s run and will make his own decision after the November Presidential election.  Yousefian has 
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become more outspoken on issues that affect the community such as fiscal responsibility, notification of zoning 
changes, development and the procedures used by the City. 
 

The new campaign finance reform ordinance restricts fundraising to a one year period. Let‟s 
call on the candidates to make a voluntary disclosure each of those twelve months as to the 
amounts of money received and the entities that made the contribution. 

 
All that is necessary for the triumph of evil is for good women & men to do nothing 

 
 

WANTED House to rent/lease Glendale 3+2 pet OK  
for info contact Vanguardians 818 243 1502 

 
 

A once in a lifetime offer from Vanguardians – Vanguard will be sent to over 50,000 
Glendalians…4 times (200,000 exposures) over a two month period. Your web site link or 

message can be included. Special political rates are available.  
Call Barry Allen 818 243 1502. 

 

 
 If you have issues with the City and you fear retaliation, bring them to Vanguardians and we‟ll share them 
with the appropriate department assuring your anonymity.  
 

City Council 
 Council  10-14-08 Annualized Contact info 

Drayman B  C- jdrayman@ci.glendale.ca.us; 

Najarian C B anajarian@ci.glendale.ca.us; 

Quintero A B fquintero@ci.glendale.ca.us; 

Weaver D D+ dweaver@ci.glendale.ca.us; 

Yousefian A B byousefian@ci.glendale.ca.us; 
 
Drayman - Organized and clear minded but with 20 + speakers wanting to speak about Royal Blvd. historic preservation, Mayor 
Drayman should have cut down the allotted speaking time drastically. Opinions were repetitious therefore becoming a waste of 
the public‘s time as well as councils. It was a YAWN.   
  
Yousefian -As usual, Johnny on the spot. Was attentive, focused on the issues and brought value to the meeting.   
  
Najarian - Seemed a bit distracted and didn't have a clear understanding on a few issues. At one point, he needed to be 
reminded as to what the issue at hand was.   
  
Quintero - When he speaks, Quintero has some bright ideas to bring to the table.  
  
Weaver - Did nothing but execute his bragging rights. One of the few times CCM Weaver did open his mouth, he reminded all of 
us YET AGAIN for the 100th time about his tenure on city council and how he's been there longer than any other CCM. Don't get 
so  arrogant CCM Weaver; many would say that your clock might have just struck 12. 

  
LETTER: What was going on with the fire department on Saturday? I saw them at 
several places in the City with Fire Engines, Ambulances and Ladder Trucks. At 
Central and Stocker the firemen were standing around in the street and 
aggressively approaching cars in the middle of the street just outside of the 
intersection with as many as six uniformed firefighters in the street at one time. It 
appeared to be quite dangerous. I talked to someone from the charity the firemen 
were raising money for and she told me all these guys were volunteering. I talked to 
some of them and they told me they were on-duty, being paid, some were even 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

They came first for the agitators.  I didn‟t speak up because I wasn‟t an agitator.                               
Then they came for the activists.  I didn‟t speak up because I wasn‟t an activist.  

Then they came for the advocates.  I didn‟t speak up because I wasn‟t an advocate.  
Then they came for the journalists.  I didn‟t speak up because I wasn‟t a journalist. 

 When they came for me . . .  there was no one left to speak up.                                                              
Adapted from Pastor Martin Niemoller 

 

 
JD -- the 
Court 
Jester 

 

mailto:jdrayman@ci.glendale.ca.us;
mailto:anajarian@ci.glendale.ca.us;
mailto:fquintero@ci.glendale.ca.us;
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getting overtime. I heard Bruce Philpott‟s name on the fire department public address system. I think it is 
very nice that the firemen show a lot of respect for Mr. Philpott. I had a chance to meet him and told him 
that I and my neighbors appreciate what he has done for our community and that I would share it with 
Vanguard.  The firemen at Chevy Chase and Verdugo were less aggressive. They were just standing on the 
corner watching the girls go by. The Yellow Engine had a 23 on it and the Red Ambulance was parked off-
the-road. GC 

COMMENT: The actions of the GFD affected Beeline schedules making some buses up to 10 
minutes off schedule and their massive vehicles parked close to the intersections obstructed both 
vehicular and pedestrian traffic creating a dangerous traffic hazard by reducing visibility at the 
intersection.  It is time to hold the Fire Chief accountable for the actions of his department…not just giving 
his people self-serving awards. 

The question becomes a matter of policy: should any uniformed on-duty group of employees 
aggressively solicit donations for any charity in the middle of a street and use bull horns to draw attention? 
If the answer is yes, then which uniformed groups are included and excluded. Is it okay for a crew working 
for public works, police, water or power to solicit donations while on duty and working in uniform. Can this 
activity intimidate the public?  

It would be safer and perhaps more productive if they hosted a pancake breakfast at the fire station 
to solicit donations.  In reality the 180 fire suppression positions, with overtime, each make more than 
$150,000 each year. If each of them gave $1,000 tax-deductible dollars, they wouldn‟t have to aggressively 
solicit money. They could give $180,000 to a number of charities and not at City expense. 
 
Oceanside considers replacing fire department ambulance service with a private contractor: ―…the 

privatization issue has resurfaced on the campaign trail, with candidates endorsed by the fire union ---- including 
Mayor Jim Wood and Councilwoman Esther Sanchez ---- warning that some at City Hall want to replace city paramedics 
with private crews. 

[Union President] Melendrez said … he raised the issue because he's concerned about the citizens of 
Oceanside and wants to protect firefighter‟s jobs. He said 24 firefighter/paramedic positions could be cut if the city 
outsources ambulance services. 

Chavez, Wood's sole competitor in the mayoral campaign, has said he isn't now looking into privatization, but 
"it isn't off the table." "What we need to do as elected leaders is to see what the best way is to use our taxpayers' 
dollars," Chavez said. 

Feller, who is competing against Sanchez in a seven-candidate race, has said he will do what the city manager 
recommends. Shortly after the meeting with American Medical Response, City Manager Peter Weiss wrote a memo to 
the council, saying that the company's consultant had offered to evaluate Oceanside's ambulance system and drafted 
a broad "scope of work.” 
 

LETTER: I read a letter in the GNP from a retired Glendale Fire Captain, who probably is getting a 
substantial pension check every month, knocking Bruce Philpott and Carole Weling. The big difference is 
that the Captain has a vested interest in protecting firefighter jobs and pensions while Philpott and Weling 
are plain ordinary citizens that have done their homework by analyzing data and then reporting that data to 
the public. Their interest is for the benefit of the public not just the anointed firefighters. GP 
 
San Diego Union Tribune thanks to CFAC 
Judge finds no free speech violation in Calif. firefights gay pride case 

A judge ruled yesterday that San Diego city officials did not violate the free-speech rights of four firefighters when they were 
ordered to attend last year's gay pride parade in Hillcrest. The firefighters claimed that their participation while in uniform 
qualified as "compelled speech" under the state constitution because it could be construed as an endorsement of certain 
political messages. 
 
Vanguard is published independently by Vanguardians; Advocating for Accountability– Our vision is to live in a community where all people, 
regardless of geography, background or economic status, can enjoy accountability, integrity, effectiveness and responsiveness from 
our elected officials and each of the city's departments, through grass roots involvement, engagement and advocacy. 
 

CONTENTS: 
1) Commentary 

2) Potpourri  

3) Public Records  

4) Vanguardians  

 

5) The Insider 

6) Humor 

7) Jump 

8) Coming Attractions  
 
 

1  You may agree or disagree with the views below. Feel free to comment on them. 

It‟s all about our kids,” is the mantra of hypocritical politicians and government. “We 

do this for our children, so vote for these new bonds, or we won‟t be able to educate them to 
take their place in society.” This is all hype brought out by the hypocrites that want you and me 

http://www.northcountytimes.com/articles/2008/10/11/news/coastal/oceanside/za99e0c7abae5ad39882574dd001742b0.txt
http://www.cfac.org/content/flash/October13/10.php
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to believe their that interest is our children. Why get educated when you can become a 
municipal worker and join the $100,000 clubs with no worry about retirement funds? 
According to CM Starbird speaking at the Glendale Homeowners Coordinating Council 
(GHCC), bonding is good as we pass the debt to our children while we enjoy the the benefits 
today. Our educational system is dumbing down children as is our entertainment industry 
which includes television, movies, music, sports and reality shows.  
 The 2006 movie IDIOCRACY says it all. Four hundred years from now people won‟t understand 
water let alone the development of new technology, the building and maintenance of manufacturing 
facilities and economics. A colleague of mine creates robotics that are manufactureed in this Country to 
reduce the dependency on people in the manufacturing process. This technology is used worldwide in 
order to induce greater productivity.  
 Several months ago I wrote about Israel and the new technology they were producing while looking 
for manufacturing and distribution partners. No one showed any interest. The suggestion also flowed into 
creating technology incubators. No interest. I did get a complaint asking why I was promoting Israel. This 
shortsighted soul didn‟t get the messge. He is a product of our educational system. I became aware of 
BIRD (BIRD is an acronym for Israel-U.S. Binational Industrial Research and Development. The BIRD 
Foundation's mission is to stimulate, promote and support industrial R&D of mutual benefit to the U.S. and 
Israel) while working on a project that had benefit to both countries. Here is a great opportunity that is 
being missed while we fight over how best to spend our investment capital. 
 So if it is all about our kids, let‟s wake-up, put our money into education instead of redistributing 
the wealth to firemen and correctional officers, let‟s elect people to public office that have a vision for the 
future and whose concern is for all of us not just their financial supporters. 
 

GUEST COMMENTARY 
Last week, while the presidential contenders scrambled to outdo each other to find relief for taxpayers, 
Glendale city councilmen Ara Najarian and David Weaver were considering options to squeeze more 
money from the Glendale taxpayer.  

For years they‘ve been approving employee salary and benefits increases justified by rosy tax 
revenue projections. So long as few residents are paying attention, they feel that they can be gracious with the 
taxpayer‘s money in exchange for campaign money from them. Fiscal responsibility to these two councilmen is a 
practice alien to them, and their policies stranger than science fiction. 

Najarian and Weaver are like two space travelers ready to take the budget into the cosmos. If I did not 
know better, I would say Najarian is straight out of Mars and Weaver right out of Uranus.  

Let me summarize Najarian‘s last three years in office: He ran on a platform of caring for youth and 
promoting a municipal aquatic facility. His was the loudest, over-the-top presentation during the forum run by the 
League of Women Voters in 2005. 

 Three years go by and Najarian hardly promotes his vision – his hammed up advocacy now just a 
forgotten platitude to the voters. Contrast that to Drayman‘s advocacy: In just over a year, he managed to get the 
city to purchase Rockhaven for his Montrose community. 

The following year, Najarian goes out of his way to commend the city for its completion of the Chess-Park. 
Even though the decision to build it took place before he was elected, Najarian seems to go all out to silence public 
critics looking for some justification. Exactly how many chess tournaments have we had? How many people have 
participated in the last five years? No one knows. 

Two years into his term he promotes the ‗NextBus System‘ a concept that sends the 
future location of a Beeline bus to the Blackberry of the bus rider. How many Beeline bus 
riders can afford Blackberry service? No one knows. But Najarian would not be dissuaded. He 
suggested that Beeline riders can go on the internet and identify how many minutes before the 
bus will arrive. The bus rider could then log off and rush down to catch the bus as it arrives on 
time. I‘d like to know when the schedule of spaceships from Mars to Jupiter will be sent to Mr. 
Najarian‘s Blackberry. Not to worry, the $300,000 NextBus system is riddled with software 
problems to say nothing of its illogical concept. 

When Najarian became mayor, he transformed himself into the point man in defending the 
city‘s $347,000 penalty to a hapless resident who trimmed the branches of his Oak trees as instructed 
by the Fire Department. Instead of serving as a voice for his constituents, Najarian became the 
henchman for the city staff. He became nothing but a storm trooper or a loyal space cadet to the city 
manager. 

Week in and week out, the Housing Authority, the only board with the mandate to approve HUD money for 
the social problems of the city, opens its session and closes without any discussion on the quality of life issues that 
are its core purview. We don‘t hear a peep from councilman Najarian. But show him a developer who wants to get 
his hands on HUD money and Comrade Najarian becomes one happy cosmonaut. They are all on a first name 
basis, glad handing with the right and squeezing shoulders with the left.  

And so it goes. Cosmonaut Najarian seeks another term to serve his bosses at the GMA and the 
brotherhood of subsidized Glendale developers. It‘s either that or maybe he just wants to keep comrade Weaver 

http://movies.tvguide.com/idiocracy/review/282466
http://www.birdf.com/Index.asp?CategoryID=22&ArticleID=79
http://www.nextbus.com/
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company as they take the budget and our tax money into the outer reaches of the solar system or to a galaxy far, 
far away. 

Herbert Molano 

VANGUARDIANS NEEDS YOUR TAX DEDUCTIBLE HELP TODAY Unlike 
candidates for public office, there is no limit on the amount you give 

 

The only way to make sure people you agree with can speak is to support the rights of people you don't agree with.   

ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON  
  

TAKE ACTION – GET INVOLVED – BE INFORMED – SHARE VANGUARD -- VOLUNTEER 

 

Moral cowardice that keeps us from speaking our minds is as dangerous to this country as irresponsible talk. The right way is not always the 
popular and easy way. Standing for right when it is unpopular is a true test of moral character.    Margaret Chase Smith 

2 Potpourri   ED – Letters published do not necessarily express the opinion of Vanguardians, this publication, the 

organization or Barry Allen. Names are used only when requested. Initials are used as there are people, believe it or not, 
who are concerned with retaliation or have issues before a legislative body. Letters will not be published that aren‘t signed and/or 
are hate oriented. 
 

Enjoy your publication! Don't enjoy living in a socialist environment -- City needs 401Ks instead of pension funds, 
wages based on private industry jobs, no unions, no across the board pay raises. Wm 
 

After hearing Weaver at the study session talking about government job security, I understand his motto when he runs in 2011 
is, ―Government Workers – From Womb to Tomb.‖  NAJ 
 

Barry, we need you to run for City Council. You are knowledgeable, articulate and have taken the punishment by Weaver and 
Drayman without being vindictive. You support your arguments with facts and figures; you have never raised ethnicity issues 
that so many old-timers raise; you understand the need for outside investment and the support thereof; you understand the 
power hierarchy and have shown the willingness to support change; and you have always spoken about the need that, ―what is 
good for Glendale,‖ comes first. We will support you. Glendale Committee of 100. 

 

Exchange between Michael Morgan and Vanguard: Mr. Allen, while it is most regrettable that Mr. Mohill's wife had a fall and was 
injured. We all wish her a speedy recovery and send best wishes. It is not right to attack Mike Lawler in Vanguard without giving 
him notice to respond. This is akin to a vicious whisper campaign that only few are privilege too. He does not receive this 
communication but twice now you have taken him to task without notifying him. I understand that Mr. Mohill has an agenda that 
Mike Lawler does not. Mr. Lawler is there for everybody. I have never know anyone to give so freely of his time for all different 
causes, whether it be Relay for Life, the Historical Society, The Crescenta Valley Town Council, Crescenta Valley High School, 
Glendale Historical Society, The CVCA and so many others I could type all day. I feel it only gracious, that if you intend to write 
about somebody's comment, you notify them to let them respond in that issue, or the next one rather than conduct 
an innuendo campaign. Please try to refrain from this as it diminishes your credibility. Respectfully, Michael Morgan  

RESPONSE to Morgan: As I recall that was a letter to the editor last week  Certainly anyone may wish to respond. It is not our 
policy to contact people who have had a letter written about them. It is Mr. Lawler‘s choice not to receive the weekly Vanguard 
and he is free to rebut the Mohill letter. The remarks in the letter were those of the letter writer who signed his name. If Mr. 
Lawler did in fact make the statement about meritless trip and fall lawsuits it would show a prejudgment on his part.  A further 
review does not show any vindictiveness or animus on the part of Mohill who was stating facts and his opinions drawn from 
those facts.  

Person on the street: How soon can we get rid of Mr. Weaver? He is a disgrace to this 
community. [ED – He has 21/2 years to go on his term. That may change as certain 
agencies complete their investigations.] 
 

We get calls:   Who is Bruce Philpott? Is his only issue the Fire Department? [ED I met Philpott 5 

years ago following an article in the GNP about pulling people together who were interested in doing 
what was best for Glendale, We discussed the Fire Department and he shared information about them 
through public records not just his opinions. I was in awe because like most people I thought they were 
always rescuing babies from burning buildings. I asked some of my sources about him and that is when 

I found out about his being the retired Pasadena Chief of Police. As I learned more about him I realized that he was 
more than just a „pretty face‟ he actually took charge of Public Safety, he worked on Pasadena budget issues and 
employment contract negotiation. He has owned businesses and real estate; his kids went to Glendale schools and he 
has lived here for over 40 years. He has spoken knowledgably at Council meetings and study sessions on the budget 
and other fiscal policies. I would say his knowledge and interest is broad.] 
 

You are right about the City Attorney not showing losses along with wins on the City website. It follows the 
City rule…fool the people they aren‟t bright or interested enough in knowing how they are getting screwed. 
 

http://www.wisdomquotes.com/002618.html
http://www.wisdomquotes.com/002119.html
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That Mike Mohill really has cojones. No one has ever called out City Manager Starbird on his abysmal 
track record as he did. Kudos to him for doing what others have been afraid to do. I know that if it was a 
public company the Board of Directors would kick him out so fast that his head would spin. Could you 
iterate some of the things Mohill spoke about? [ED – Below is a list with the addition of items that also 
happened on Starbirds -- watch before the economy tanked.] 

 
1. The City spent $197,000.000 more than it took in during the 6 years ending June 30, 2007. 
2. The City raided the GWP for  $134,000.000  
3. City utility rates went up 10% in 2002 and are going up to an additional 30% by 2010. 
4. GWP bonded more than $160,000,000 
5. $100,000 Club increased to 523 members in 2007 
6. The city‘s reserves dwindled from $600,000,000 to $430,000.000 a shrinkage of $170M.  
7. The City‘s debt increased (principal and interest) to over $1,000,000,000, an increase of 400%  
8. During the past 6 years the city population increased 3.5% to 207,000 and the number of employees increased 15% 
9. General Fund Budget more than doubled from $80M to $160M while general government expenses increased a whopping 

110%. 
10. The new police building went over budget by $15M plus the City had to pay Ray Wilson Construction Co $4,000.000 in a 

lawsuit and the City had to pay out another $5,000,000 to finish the job.  
11. A Sexual Harassment lawsuit cost about $6,000,000 
12. The whistle was not blown on sexual harassment in order to protect the City from another costly lawsuit. 
13. Gladys Street Mudslide, a result of poor engineering, resulted in at least $9.5M financial hit 
14. City sidewalks are crumbling as well as the number of reported streets needing repairs. The city has failed to have an 

aggressive repair program setting up possible lawsuits in the future. 
15. City libraries had their hours shortened, city parks lost personnel, school police resource officers were eliminated  
16. The city lost a criminal case against The Montrose Collection. The owners may sue the city for deprivation of their civil 

rights under the color of law.  
17. The ‗tough’ negotiations with Caruso Affiliated resulted in a gift to him of $77M - $100M  
18. Buying open space from developers that cost $475,000 for $16,000,0000 
19. Buying open space without appraisals 
TIME TO SAY GOOD BYE MR. STARBIRD. Let the citizens of Glendale give you your golden parachute of $250,000 
(severance pay) and we can be done with your ineffective executive management.  
 

The city of Davis held an Employee Compensation Workshop which walked the Davis City Council through the current 
city employee contract environment and made comparisons between the employee compensation plans for Davis with 
other communities. 
 
City Finance Director Paul Navazio clearly paid homage to the Vanguard and efforts by the Vanguard. At one point he 
made reference to what he described as the attention the arbitrary salary designation of $100,000 has drawn. Although 
interestingly enough, he cited the amount of employees who drew that compensation without factoring in overtime. Later 
he alluded to the call for more transparency and correctly offered up efforts and workshops such as this as a means to 
provide the public with more transparency and accountability. 
 
At the same time, and as we will see when we get into more detail, he infers that Davis' city compensation is 
considerably less than comparable cities (how comparable these other cities are can be subject to some dispute as we 
will see). And suggests at one point that one goal might be to bring up the salaries closer to market rate, although at the 
same time he suggested that was an illusive and moving target. Other data certainly called into question any suggestion 
that Davis needs to raise the rate of compensation in most categories. 
 
Overall, I think it was a good and informative presentation that itself took nearly two hours and the entire session lasted 
well over three hours and well past midnight.  

 

 
LA Times: "The unions have done an incredibly great job in exercising political power in the city and, 
because they've got so much power, they are in effect sitting on both sides of the bargaining table," said 
David Fleming, chairman of the Los Angeles County Business Federation and former head of the Los 
Angeles Area Chamber of Commerce. 

A report by interim City Administrative Officer Raymond P. Ciranna estimates that the pay 
increases, when combined with expected raises for police and firefighters next year, will cost Los Angeles an extra 
$120.5 million in 2008-09. 

Union officials defended the pay boost, saying that the labor contract approved in June came after years of 
subpar increases that failed to keep pace with the cost of living. The agreement also represented a progressive new 
relationship in which city employees agreed to sit down with city leaders if a budget crisis forces cuts.  

Pasadena Weekly: Despite the economic downturn, Pasadena‘s financial condition remains strong, said Mayor Bill 
Bogaard.  ―The Pasadena economy is well-diversified, and through June 30 I have not been able to discern a 
significant downturn,‖ said Bogaard. ―Obviously we have a ways to go in dealing with the various challenges that 
face us — including the credit crunch, high rates of foreclosure and increasing costs in the basics that every family 
needs — but so far things have been strong in Pasadena. Our restaurants and retail stores continue to do a good 

http://www.latimes.com/news/local/la-me-labudget12-2008oct12,0,2839877.story
http://www.latimes.com/news/local/la-me-labudget12-2008oct12,0,2839877.story
http://pasadenaweekly.com/cms/story/detail/staying_a_step_ahead/6443/
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level of business, even though some have had difficulties and we see some signs on doors. My hope is, with 
Pasadena‘s inherent strengths that residents need not anticipate troubled times ahead.‖  

COMMUNITY COMMENTARY: Sick and tired of the attitude of councilman Glendale News Press - Glendale, CA 
USA – Herbert Molano Last Tuesday morning, after the oral-comments segment regarding the discussion of the 
city‘s budget woes, Councilman Dave Weaver gave us another rendition ... 
  
Because of Proposition 218 -- the Right to Vote on Taxes Act, placed on the ballot by the Howard Jarvis Taxpayers 
Association in 1996 -- property owners must be given a meaningful say in approving new assessments. Before an 
assessment can be imposed, or increased, property owners must be informed in writing and be given the 
opportunity to cast a protest vote on the new assessment or assessment increase. 
 

LINKS Click here for Vanguard Archives by Hal Weber-- Open Government Guide   www.vanguardians.org  Check Zip Code 

Demographics   Global Incident Map updated every 5 minutes   Piglet Book 2008 . -- ZIPskinny - Get the Skinny on that ZIP  
Vanguard in the Daily News  The Glendale California 100K Club 2009 City Council Campaign Contributions through 06-30-08   

"Glendale Mayor Drayman and his acolytes" by vanmguardians   
 

 Click to view the agenda   City Council    Housing Authority   Redevelopment Agency  
 Monday, October 20 

Community Workshop – Future of N. Glendale/Crescenta Valley – 6:30 pm, Clark Magnet High School, 4747 New York 
Avenue, La Crescenta.  548-2140 
 

Tuesday, October 21 
2:30 pm Glendale Housing Authority, Glendale Redevelopment Agency, Special Meeting –:  Downtown Mobility Study Tools 

6:00 pm Glendale City Council -- City Council Chambers, City Hall, 613 E. Broadway, Glendale.  548-4844 
 
Wednesday, October 22 

Zoning Administrator‘s Hearing – 9:30 am, Room 105, Municipal Services Building, 633 E. Broadway, Glendale.  548-2140 
Civil Service Commission – 5:00 pm, City Council Chambers, City Hall, 613 E. Broadway, Glendale.  548-2110 
 
Thursday, October 23 

Glendale Design Review Board #2-- 5:00 pm, Municipal Services Building, Room 105,633 E. Broadway, Glendale.  548-2140 
 

3  Public Information 

First Amendment Text | Annotations    
Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or 
abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition 
the Government for a redress of grievances.  
 
A Public Records Request 

Provide documents showing all undesignated fund balances for all financial/fiscal accounts in the Glendale 
Redevelopment Agency, the GWP, and Public Works Departments, and all subsets under those 
departments and agency, such as sewer, water reservoir, electrical generation, etc. An example of an 
undesignated account is account number 25300-241 in the Redevelopment Agency. 

City Response  
Please review:  http://www.ci.glendale.ca.us/admin-svcs/cafr.asp for records responsive to your request. 
Rebuttal: Can you be more specific? 
 
It‟s the economy: Fiscal Year 07/08           4,308 non-pay utility disconnections  18 per day 
GWP    08/09 (up to 10/14) 1,698 non-pay utility disconnections   24 per day 25% increase 
Time to raise rates again to make up for the reduced revenue 

4 Vanguardians  

ANNOUNCEMENT from Vanguardians… 
Coming soon … the Vanguardians Weekly Breakfast Club -- while breaking bread you will be able to network, 
discuss issues of the City and meet city officials & candidates for public office. Sponsorships available. 

RESTAURANTS AND BANQUET HALLS Get more visibility – Call Barry Allen for details 818 243 1502 

 

http://www.glendalenewspress.com/articles/2008/10/13/opinion/community_commentaries/gnp-commentary1013.txt
http://www.hjta.org/commentaryV6-41
http://www.opengovernmentinglendalecalifornia.org/
http://www.rcfp.org/ogg/index.php?op=browse&state=CA
http://www.vanguardians.org/
http://zipskinny.com/
http://zipskinny.com/
http://zipskinny.com/
http://www.globalincidentmap.com/home.php
http://zipskinny.com/
http://www.insidesocal.com/east/politics/
http://www.opengovernmentinglendalecalifornia.org/The%20Glendale%20California%20100K%20Club.htm
http://spreadsheets.google.com/pub?key=pX20oVweX1Uff6s2p-VOccg&output=html
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zBK5g2HbsHI
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zBK5g2HbsHI
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zBK5g2HbsHI
http://www.ci.glendale.ca.us/agenda.asp?OrganizationID=4
http://www.ci.glendale.ca.us/agenda.asp?OrganizationID=37
http://www.ci.glendale.ca.us/agenda.asp?OrganizationID=176
http://caselaw.lp.findlaw.com/data/constitution/amendment01/#annotations
http://www.ci.glendale.ca.us/admin-svcs/cafr.asp
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Volunteers wanted: for the Vanguardians Glendale Land Use Committee. We are looking for people that want to 
participate in discussions of the use of property: residential, retail, commercial and industrial; and to appear before 
Boards, Commissions and Council to share their knowledge and expertise. Contact Barry Allen at 818 243 1502 
 
VOLUNTEERMATCH Volunteers for reporters living in the Glendale area or virtual…please contact Barry Allen about 
assignments to write reports on the Commissions and Boards for Vanguard. 
 
City elections candidates:  Vanguardians will share any public records we obtain upon your request to Barry Allen at 818 243 

1502. As a 501(c)3 we are prohibited from either supporting or opposing any candidate for public office. 
 

Vanguard1@charter.net to subscribe to the Weekly News on issues that impact Glendale. The media with a voice; the organization 
that gets results you want; we encourage and support advocacy, involvement and engagement with government.© 2008 

Vanguard is intended for personal use by recipient and forwarding without change to recipient‟s personal email list. Vanguardians is a 
501C3 charitable non-profit corporation Contributions are tax deductible. Vanguardians does not use commercial fundraisers. To ensure 
you continue to receive Vanguard, please add our email addresses vanguard1@charter.net, vanguard1@charterinternet.com and 
ba@fieldworks.net - to your address book or Internet Service Provider safe list. Annual subscription for email $50, by US Mail $75, 
Newsstand $2 per issue Copyrighted materials used with permission.  

5 the Insider is a digest of information from city employees that care about the way the City is run. 

As they are concerned about retaliation, Vanguard provides them the opportunity to have this forum. Their identities are kept 
confidential. The comments are their own.  
 
Bye-bye to Ron Ahlers as he heads off for Moorpark in November. Another star that didn‘t rise. Frank Quintero will be 
disappointed while Jim Starbird won‘t be disappointed. 
 

Management will do anything to keep Yousefian out or to get rid of him. Barry, he is too much like you demanding 
accountability and responsibility. If Borucki wins then leaves it becomes a council appointment thing and he does 
control a majority of the Council. Stock drops have left Starbird and McFall rethinking retirement plans.  
 
Glendale Family Jewels is tracking usage of their blog. That usage shows the IP addresses (where the connection 
was made) so the blog master knows how many people are really looking at the blog and commenting and where 
the comments are coming from. Commenter‘s may wish to use an IP mask. 

 6 Humor 

 
What will happen if you vote for more money to give to those that have no accountability? 

 

7 J     

VANGUARDIANS 
 

Please make checks payable to ―VANGUARDIANS‖  
Mail to:  POB 11202 Glendale, CA 91226 

 Contributions are tax deductible – You will receive a receipt for income tax purposes 
 

 

mailto:Vanguard1@charter.net
mailto:vanguard1@charter.net


9 

8Ignorance is bliss Dangerous. The Sunshine laws and how to use them…Political Reform Act of 

1974 as amended; The Public Records Act and the Ralph M Brown Act. Scorecard comparing former 
Mayor Najarian and current Mayor Drayman; How to tell CCM apart; Using Small Claims Court to resolve up to 
$7,500 claims against the City. Ask for more – Pay less. 


