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UNSUSTAINABLE 

The four stages of Vanguardians “First they ignore you, then they laugh at you, then they fight you, then you win.” 
Mahatma Gandhi describing the stages of establishment resistance to a winning strategy of nonviolent advocacy 

  

As this is going to be a very hot, uncomfortable weekend, we would like to remind 
the elderly and disabled in the community that Glendale‟s “Cooling Station” is open 
at the Adult Recreation Center, 201 E. Colorado during weekend hours: Saturday – 
8:00 am to 4:00 pm and Sunday from 9:00 am to 1:00 pm.   Lunch is available for 

seniors at a nominal fee but reservations must be made first.  The phone number is (818) 548-
3775.  
 

     Due to the air quality and the proximity of the local fires, the City of Glendale’s Parks, Recreation & Community 

Services Department has cancelled all outdoor activities for Friday, August 28, and Saturday, August 29 at the 
Glendale Sports Complex.  The Campfire Program scheduled for Saturday, August 29 at the Deukmejian 
Wilderness Park has also been cancelled.  Summer Camp activities will be moved indoors for the day. 

 
 Please tell us Mr. Starbird…How much did you pay, to whom and for what type of performance? The public 
wants to know what we received for $1,500,000. Did the performance bonuses go for „hush‟ money, for 
political paybacks for favors? We, the people demand to know. 
 
Job Board Features 123 Current Job Listings From Throughout California 
The PublicCEO.com job board is geared to those who run local government. The Job Board has well-paying 
professional positions in every corner of the state. See Jobs. 
 
Santa Monica has FREE WiFi allowing people to sit in a park or by the beach and twitter and tweet. This was just 
one more quality of life perk that the City Council said no to when they needed the cash to pay salaries. The City of 
Glendale cancelled eCivis, the program that allowed NGOs to get grant funding opportunities.  Bottom line is that 
the property owners are just a deep pocket to fund the City employees. 
 The City of Santa Monica provided the following information about their WiFi system and it didn’t take a 
Public Record Act request: The City currently provides wireless internet at 20 locations.   The implementation costs 
over a 5 year period are approximately $151,000 and current annual operating costs are $13,800.  Please feel free 
to contact me if you have any further questions about the program. Jory Wolf CIO 
 Vanguard requested information as to the funding of the Glendale Beeline bus service and was asked to 
make a PRAR. A less open government than that of Santa Monica. 
 
City Planning Department employees are citing, “meeting the intent of the …guidelines,” rather than following the 
law. Glendale is known for picking and choosing what is best for the staff at the time. For instance the intent of 2 
hour parking restrictions on a given day is to allow the street sweepers to sweep each week. They don’t sweep but 
as the City follows the law, parking tickets are issued. City Staff must follow the law…not their interpretation of the 
intent. If the laws are wrong or lack interpretation that means the City Attorney is not doing his job in crafting 
ordinances like the Campaign Finance Reform that is now closer to the FPPC requirements. 
 
The latest brush fires provide an excellent catalyst for the Fire Department to request that the homes in the high 
danger fire zones form special assessment fire districts so those people can carry a greater portion of the expense 
in fighting brush fires. 
 
Isabel St. Parking lot has been reconfigured to allow 50% for disabled parking. 
 
Glendale Family Jewels… RIP 
 

Vanguard 
News Service Vol IV 
Week of August 30, 2009 

City of Glendale, CA Edition 
Uwww.vanguardians.orgUH  

818 243 1502 

“Accountability”  

Glendale‟s Watchdog 

Question of the week: 
What agency reviews candidate 
contribution and expenditure reports 
(460 form)? 
  

http://ix1.mbxserver.net/ac/lt/t_go.php?i=98&e=Mzc5ODIw&l=-http--www.publicceo.com/index.php--Q-option--E-com_sobi2--A-Itemid--E-29
http://ix1.mbxserver.net/ac/lt/t_go.php?i=98&e=Mzc5ODIw&l=-http--www.publicceo.com/index.php--Q-option--E-com_sobi2--A-Itemid--E-29
http://www01.smgov.net/isd/gis/map_catalog/csm_map_catalog/wifi.pdf
http://www.vanguardians.org/
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Vanguardians nationally released statements about municipal ADA stimulus funding and  taking away tax paid 
retirements from felons. 
 
Statements of Economic Interest files by City Council members show the following: 
Mayor Quintero has only one financial investment in Glendale: American United Bank 
CCM Weaver has no financial or business interest in Glendale with the exception of gifts from Caruso Affiliated, 
Disney and Bill Boyd 
CCM John Keith Drayman who billed himself out as a small business owner declares he has no business interest in 
Glendale 
CCM Laura Friedman has no business or financial interest in Glendale 
CCM Ara Najarian has significant business and financial investments in Glendale. 
NOTE: Statements do not include a homestead or the amount owed. One CCM has borrowed and has an equity 
line of over $1,000,000. 

Sacred cows make the best hamburgers. Abbie Hoffman, political activist 

September 4 FRIDAY BUSINESS BREAKFAST  
See you at Foxy‟s at 7AM 

Advertisement 
Vanguard is published independently by Vanguardians, Inc. Advocating for Accountability– Our vision is to live in a 
community where all people, regardless of geography, background or economic status, can enjoy accountability, 
integrity, effectiveness and responsiveness from our elected officials and each government department, through 
grass roots involvement, engagement and advocacy. 

 
LAUREL MILLER IS ON ASSIGNMENT THIS WEEK 

All that is necessary for the triumph of evil is for good women & men to do nothing 
 

CONTENTS: 
1) Commentary 

2) Shout Box 
3) Public Records   

4) Vanguardians  

5) The Insider  
6) Humor or not   
7) Neighborhood News Briefs 

 
 

Public Officials are manufacturers - many make excuses - some make trouble - only a handful make things happen  
 www.betterpublico0fficials.com 

1  You may agree or disagree with the views below. Feel free to comment on them. 

 

From the Publisher…HOW THEY BECOME TRANSPARENT 

 
Council watchers have become more aware of CCM Drayman‟s shenanigans. Ages ago 
after he got Rockhaven, for his constituents, not even knowing what to do with it and 
requiring a consultant to make suggestions, he was in his glory. His cult-like followers were 
bowing to their god. Then he became upset with me and the Pasadena Weekly for a Weaver 
foible. Then when he wanted to show up the City Manager he invited me to come to his 
office in the ivory tower and pointed out issues includimg a jewelry sale and the $1100 

purchase of snacks for the Council and their friends. 
 His thin skin showed to all those that chose to question his actions, motives and intent. He barked 
and snarled at Richard Espiritu this past week because of his advocacy for the disabled regarding the 
Community Gardens. Even City Attorney Howard was directed by those on the Housing Authority who 
were not intimidated by Drayman‟s theatrics to bring back answers. One of his answers should be a 
reminder that advocates for the disabled are a protected species. 
 J Drayman probably didn‟t get a lot of acting jobs because of his thin skin, not being able to 
accept criticism,  being told he is wrong and not good at following directions. 
 Drayman has an opportunity to make Glendale a better place because he has what is necessary, 
two other Council members to do his bidding, Frank the former leader and Laura the trainee. He can 
count on Najarian who follows the dictates in order to keep his position as LACMTA Chair and Dave 
„whatever‟ Weaver will always follow the staff dictate. 
 John Keith Drayman, don‟t let the City down. Be a mensch. Work for the whole City and all of its 
constituents.    BARRY ALLEN 

 
"If you can't drink a lobbyist's whiskey, take his money, sleep with his women and still vote against him in the 
morning, you don't belong in politics."  And, “Money is the mothers’ milk of politics.”Jesse Unruh 
 

 
 

http://www.betterpublico0fficials.com/
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"The American Republic will endure until the day Congress discovers that it can bribe the public with the public's 
money" - Alexis de Tocqueville 
 

Insanity: doing the same thing over and over again and expecting different results. Albert Einstein 

 
Commentary:  NEW & IMPROVED: WHEN BLISSFUL TRANSPARENCY CAN SHAKE YOU TO THE CORE 

 
If ignorance is bliss, you are about to be "unblissed." Wait another thirty days and the blissfulness 
of not knowing about the real state of the city will give way to the cold realities of the quality of life 
indicators report. Brace yourself.  
  The Quality of Life (QoL) Indicators report will come in the form of a new section of the 
city’s website. We will finally know exactly how the city’s massive 400 million dollar budget increase 

has improved the quality of life of its residents these past few years. But don't expect those conscientious voting 
seniors who don't surf the Web to have any idea. The city management will probably cherry pick only the positive 
results for printing in its "City Views" paper. Ignorance is bliss.  
  Ten years ago the total city budget appropriations were under $400 million. Today it is a whopping $800 
million monster without restraints to stem its growth. So how did those increases averaging an additional $40 
million each year improve the quality of life of its residents and stake holders? 

If you've attended the State of the City Luncheon in the past ten years, you wouldn't have known. That 
luncheon has become no more than an ode to the construction industry and high rises with a resounding approval 
of the Real Estate industry heavyweights in attendance. But a city is much more than a collection of buildings. The 
needs of the public should also have a yearly report card brought to the sunshine.   

 Did they fix double the number of roads that needed reconstruction? I doubt it. 

 Did they reduce property crime by half during that time? Don’t count on it. 

 Did they double the investment in parkland to the most needy city areas? That’s iffy. 

 Did they make major improvement in traffic flow and traffic safety? Unlikely. 

 Did they create additional athletic programs or facilities to keep kids fit? Don’t think so. 

 Are residents using significantly less electricity per household? Not currently. 

 How does our sales tax revenues compare to those of Burbank and Pasadena? Disappointing.  
 So what did the city improve with the additional hundreds of millions of dollars it has taken in from taxpayers and 
ratepayers? That's our homework once the report is released. It is up to all of us to locate our favorite indicator in a 
report that discloses about 80 measures of performance across 12 categories.  

You see folks, the real purpose of the city budget is to set the objectives, and the QoL report measures the 
results. They are the Ying and Yang of city living. For too many years the city management had it really good and 
really sweet. They could increase the budget but never be truly accountable for results.  Good city governments on 
the other hand measure results by the improvements in the residents’ quality of life. In the best-run cities you would 
have a park within a short 10-minute walk. Well-run cities have programs that keep their youth engaged, 
succeeding in schools and out of trouble. In great cities people have plenty of good transportation options and don’t 
get stuck in endless traffic jams.  
  In the best cities, if you have a heart attack, your chances of arriving at a hospital alive are greater than 
40%. If there is a major emergency, people would know where to take shelter, find their medicines and know where 
to locate their children. During local disaster preparedness, people with disabilities 
would know they have support systems that would find them an assist them.  
  Cities with effective use of their taxpayers' money would know the cost of 
police per household per year or would know if their electricity rates were 
reasonable. They would know if their conservation efforts were effective or if their 
landfill was about to top out. Residents in need of a job would know their city was 
successful in attracting commerce and industry.    

The QoL report is by far the biggest step towards transparency the city 
council has taken in years. For that courage alone, they should be commended. But 
they did not allocate extra money in the budget for this purpose, nor have they 
expressed a desire for making this report a yearly companion to the city budget as 
other cities do. They have not publicized it with any fanfare, so maybe they’ll keep it 
under wraps. We know the process. On the agenda they'll call for “Note and File” 
and dispatch it into obscurity as they did with the previous report in 2002. But this council has new members and I 
am ever hopeful that these councilmen will finally move towards true accountability.  
  I wonder if this report can prod the conscience of the city unions. How will they explain to the public that the 
six hundred members of the $100K club may possibly earn on average three times the median household income 
of the people they serve? The QoL indicator report may tell us about the state of unemployment in Glendale (10.9% 
in 2009) but it won’t tell us that the real per capita income of non-government workers has actually declined in the 
last seven years. Who is sharing the financial burden? 

http://thinkexist.com/quotation/the_american_republic_will_endure_until_the_day/191338.html
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/authors/a/albert_einstein.html
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  The report may not include the vacancy rate of office space in Glendale, nor the percentage of closed 
merchant business nor the number of business bankruptcies. It probably won’t tell us if the city is charging the 
school district exorbitant electricity rates. Real transparency may someday follow these baby steps in self-
exposure.  
  So the city now spends $400 million more per year than it did ten years ago. How are we paying for that 
50% increase in payroll expense and 300% increase in the city's pension expense payments to CALPERS? Are the 
residents better off? To find that out you'll need to compare the city's budget - The objectives, with the city's QoL 
Indicators - The results. 
  The QoL indicator report will open your eyes to the real conditions of Glendale residents if the report 
doesn't get redacted, watered down, postponed, or obscured. We've already lost a key annual report - The budget 
summary two years ago, and management stopped printing the four-year budget comparison report in 1999. 
Ignorance is bliss for those who pay taxes but can't tell you where the money went. It is Nirvana for those living off 
the taxpayer without the need for accountability. 
Think of the QoL report as the city's personal health indicators. You'll probably miss the bliss, but you'll be smarter 
for it.    HERBERT MOLANO 

 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 This week’s number is before the brush fires 

 
 
The only way to make sure people you agree with can speak is to support the rights of people you don't agree with.  ELEANOR HOLMES 
NORTON  

TAKE ACTION – GET INVOLVED – BE INFORMED – SHARE VANGUARD – VOLUNTEER 
Moral cowardice that keeps us from speaking our minds is as dangerous to this country as irresponsible talk. The right way is not always the 
popular and easy way. Standing for right when it is unpopular is a true test of moral character.    Margaret Chase Smith 

2Shout Box   ED – Letters published do not necessarily express the opinion of Vanguardians, this publication, the organization or 

Barry Allen. Names are used only when requested. Initials are used as there are people, believe it or not, who are concerned with retaliation or 
have issues before a legislative body. Letters will be published that are signed and are not hate oriented. 

 

I have been looking at the money the Fire Fighters unions have spent to make sure their 
bought and paid for City Councilmen continue to increase their salaries and pensions. Then 
the Fire Department says they do good work and raise money for charities. I think it would 
be better if they just gave the money they use for pay check guarantees to the charities 
instead of the easily bought councilmember’s. MP 

 
Report by the GLENDALE FIREFIGHTERS FOR BETTER GOVERNMENT for campaign contributions 

DATE  PAYEE  CONTEST POSITION 

PAYMENT 
TYPE 

AMOUNT  

03/27/2009 QUINTERO, FRANK OTHER  SUPPORT IND $3,465.50 

03/27/2009 NAJARIAN, ARA OTHER  SUPPORT IND $3,465.50 

03/06/2009 
VOTE LAURA 
FRIEDMAN  

SUPPORT MONETARY $1,000.00 

06/20/2009 
FRIENDS OF ARDY 
KASSAKHIAN  

SUPPORT MONETARY $1,000.00 

03/31/2009   Utility User Tax U SUPPORT IND $990.00 

04/01/2009 QUINTERO, FRANK OTHER  SUPPORT IND $413.38 

04/01/2009 NAJARIAN, ARA OTHER  SUPPORT IND $413.38 

04/01/2009 FREIDMAN, LAURA OTHER  SUPPORT IND $413.38 

03/29/2009   Utility User Tax U SUPPORT IND $318.26 

02/02/2009 JERRY BROWN 2010 
 

SUPPORT MONETARY $250.00 

DATE  PAYEE  EXPENDITURE CODE  DESCRIPTION  AMOUNT 

Total Number 
of Current and 
Active Glendale 
Foreclosures as 
of Aug. 28, 
2009 

are:  913 
 

CHRISTIAN ARBID is a Real Estate Broker and Loss Mitigator. If 
you have questions about Foreclosures, Short Sales, Saving Your 
Home, Loan Modifications, email him at christianarbid@gmail.com 
and your question may be answered in the next issue of Vanguard. 

 

 

http://www.wisdomquotes.com/002618.html
http://www.wisdomquotes.com/002618.html
http://www.wisdomquotes.com/002119.html
javascript:__doPostBack('_ctl3$contributions$_ctl1$_ctl0','')
javascript:__doPostBack('_ctl3$contributions$_ctl1$_ctl1','')
javascript:__doPostBack('_ctl3$contributions$_ctl1$_ctl2','')
javascript:__doPostBack('_ctl3$contributions$_ctl1$_ctl3','')
javascript:__doPostBack('_ctl3$contributions$_ctl1$_ctl4','')
javascript:__doPostBack('_ctl3$contributions$_ctl1$_ctl4','')
javascript:__doPostBack('_ctl3$contributions$_ctl1$_ctl5','')
javascript:__doPostBack('_ctl3$expenditures$_ctl1$_ctl0','')
javascript:__doPostBack('_ctl3$expenditures$_ctl1$_ctl1','')
javascript:__doPostBack('_ctl3$expenditures$_ctl1$_ctl2','')
javascript:__doPostBack('_ctl3$expenditures$_ctl1$_ctl3','')
javascript:__doPostBack('_ctl3$expenditures$_ctl1$_ctl4','')
mailto:christianarbid@gmail.com
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FREEMAN PUBLIC 
AFFAIRS 

INDEPENDENT EXPENDITURE 
SUPPORTING/OPPOSING OTHERS 

MAILER $6,931.00 

  
GLENDALE NEWS 
PRESS 

INDEPENDENT EXPENDITURE 
SUPPORTING/OPPOSING OTHERS 

NEWSPAPER AD $1,240.15 

  
VOTE LAURA 
FRIEDMAN 

CONTRIBUTION DONATION $1,000.00 

  
FRIENDS OF ARDY 
KASSAKHIAN 

CONTRIBUTION DONATION $1,000.00 

  
GLENDALE 
FIREFIGHTERS 
ASSOCIATION 

INDEPENDENT EXPENDITURE 
SUPPORTING/OPPOSING OTHERS 

REIMBURSE FOR 
PAYMENT MADE 

$990.00 

  
FEDEX OFFICE 
KINKOS 

INDEPENDENT EXPENDITURE 
SUPPORTING/OPPOSING OTHERS 

FLYERS $318.26 

  JERRY BROWN 2010 CONTRIBUTION   $250.00 

  BUSH, RICHARD OFFICE EXPENSES REIMBURSEMENT $179.16 

  
AMERICANA AT 
BRAND 

MEETINGS AND APPEARANCES ROOM RENTAL FEE $125.00 

  MORGAN STANLEY   
ACCOUNT 
MAINTENANCE FEE 

$95.00 

 

Regarding Mike Mohill's comments about the Memorandum of Understanding with the GCEA. Mike Mohill 

says everything that I believe regarding city union pay and the need to have these union employees pay into Social 
Security like the rest of us and be required to pay for their own medical care -- not on the taxpayers dime. Of 
course, this is not only a local problem -- please think about the SEIU (ACORN) and other union control. 
Most people who are not connected to a union would agree if they were made aware of where their monies are 
going. Many of the electorate do not pay attention and are missing in action on this or it would not have happened 
locally. 

The City Manager directs Council and he knows where his bread and butter come from -- so does the 
Council. Such naïveté from the electorate! Is it too late?? Marlene Walker 
 

3  Public Information 

"Just the facts" 
Glendale Retirees drawing a minimum of $100,000 a year pension 

Name Monthly Annual Employer Name 

CHRISTOPHER GRAY 15,016.72 180,200.64 GLENDALE 

RUSSELL SIVERLING 13,064.38 156,772.56 GLENDALE 

WILLIAM HALL 12,329.44 147,953.28 GLENDALE 

DONALD BIGGS 12,300.48 147,605.76 GLENDALE 

MICHAEL HANEY 12,287.52 147,450.24 GLENDALE 

MARK DISTASO 11,776.34 141,316.08 GLENDALE 

JAMES REZ 11,435.25 137,223.00 GLENDALE 

WILLIAM BAILEY 11,267.90 135,214.80 GLENDALE 

ROBERT FRANZ 11,145.38 133,744.56 GLENDALE 

JAMES SWINFORD 10,896.40 130,756.80 GLENDALE 

http://www.californiapensionreform.com/calpers/database_results.asp
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Name Monthly Annual Employer Name 

MICHAEL POST 10,339.44 124,073.28 GLENDALE 

JOEL MARKSS 10,313.46 123,761.52 GLENDALE 

RICHARD HINZ 10,242.06 122,904.72 GLENDALE 

DONALD SHADE 10,050.54 120,606.48 GLENDALE 

DAVID THOMPSON 9,908.68 118,904.16 GLENDALE 

JOHN LINGUA 9,802.88 117,634.56 GLENDALE 

JON PAQUET 9,786.68 117,440.16 GLENDALE 

OLIVER TETREAULT 9,723.96 116,687.52 GLENDALE 

DONALD FROELICH 9,672.09 116,065.08 GLENDALE 

GERALD MILLER 9,553.37 114,640.44 GLENDALE 

JAMES ANTHONY 9,452.18 113,426.16 GLENDALE 

JOHN HOFFMAN 9,397.92 112,775.04 GLENDALE 

PETER MICHAEL 8,982.37 107,788.44 GLENDALE 

THOMAS MCLAUGHLIN 8,981.12 107,773.44 GLENDALE 

LAUREL PATRIC 8,903.41 106,840.92 GLENDALE 

JAMES WOODY 8,856.74 106,280.88 GLENDALE 

NAOMI KISHIMOTO 8,792.88 105,514.56 GLENDALE 

GERALD STOLZE 8,791.37 105,496.44 GLENDALE 

RALPH STOWE 8,758.19 105,098.28 GLENDALE 

GREGORY LOVEJOY 8,734.64 104,815.68 GLENDALE 

DEAN CARRIGER 8,624.33 103,491.96 GLENDALE 

JACK BILHEIMER 8,576.35 102,916.20 GLENDALE 

PATRICK SHEA 8,567.68 102,812.16 GLENDALE 

MARK WHIPP 8,540.45 102,485.40 GLENDALE 

LAWRENCE SILVA 8,539.28 102,471.36 GLENDALE 

RUSSELL PIERCE 8,527.23 102,326.76 GLENDALE 

MANUEL SANZ 8,524.95 102,299.40 GLENDALE 

LINO TORRES 8,464.56 101,574.72 GLENDALE 

 
Re John Orr: Our database shows "John L. Orr" was terminated from employment and refunded his retirement 
contributions in 1993; thus, ending his CalPERS membership.  Per CalPERS' records retention policy, as it has 
been more than 10 years since all benefits were paid on this account, CalPERS has no file documents in our 
Document Management System for "John L. Orr." 
  What is the policy with regard incarcerated felons collecting their pensions from CalPERS.  CalPERS staff 
may refer specific questions to the Legal Office regarding payment of benefits to incarcerated members.  CalPERS 
attorneys would provide legal advice to CalPERS staff (their clients) on a case-by-case basis.  
 When a public agency contracts with CalPERS for retirement coverage, employer and member 
contributions are paid to CalPERS.*  When a member permanently separates from employment and requests a 
refund (rather than a monthly retirement allowance), only the member’s original contributions, plus any accrued 
interest, are returned to the member.  No other funds or benefits are payable, and payment of the refund terminates 
CalPERS membership.  Employer contributions are not refundable.  Any money CalPERS may have earned 
through investment of member and employer contributions is not paid to a refunding member, but is used to fund 
service retirement, disability retirement and/or death benefits for others who remain members of CalPERS.   
 * See the Public Employees’ Retirement Law, Government Code section 20000, et seq.  
http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/cgi-bin/calawquery?codesection=gov&codebody=&hits=20  CalPERS Legal Office 

 
Home Page of Open Government (???) in Glendale California  
 

Click to view the agenda   City Council    Housing Authority   Redevelopment Agency  
Meetings at City Hall (CH) are in the Council Chambers, 2

nd
 Floor at 613 E Broadway. 

http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/cgi-bin/calawquery?codesection=gov&codebody=&hits=20
http://opengovernmentinglendalecalifornia.org/
http://www.ci.glendale.ca.us/agenda.asp?OrganizationID=4
http://www.ci.glendale.ca.us/agenda.asp?OrganizationID=37
http://www.ci.glendale.ca.us/agenda.asp?OrganizationID=176
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Meetings at the Municipal Services Bldg. (MSB) are in room 105 at 633 E Broadway. 
Meetings at the Perkins Bldg (PB) are in the Conference Room at 141 N Glendale Ave. 

Phone numbers are in area code 818 unless noted otherwise 
Monday, August 31 

North Glendale Community Plan Advisory Comm. – 5:30 pm, Montrose-Crescenta Branch Library,  
2465 Honolulu Ave., (818) 548-2140 
 
Tuesday, September 1 

2:30 pm CH Housing Authority – (818) 548-2060; Redevelopment Agency -- (818) 548-2005;  
Joint Meeting –RE:  Lease Agreement for 116 W. California Ave.  (818) 548-4844 

6:00 pm City Council --   (818) 548-4844 
 
Wednesday, September 2 

 Zoning Administrator's Hearing -- 9:30 am, MSB (818) 548-2140 
Parks, Recreation & Community Services Commission – 3:00 pm, CH (818) 548-2000 
Planning Commission – 5:00 pm, MSB (818) 548-2140 
 
Thursday, September 3 

Committee for a Clean & Beautiful Glendale – 8:15 am, BP (818) 548-3700 
Design Review Board #1 – 5:00 pm, MSB (818) 548-2140 
 
Monday, September 7 

Federal Holiday – City Offices Closed 

4 Vanguardians  

 Vanguard Friday Breakfast at Foxy‟s spoke to issues about The City Managers history; John Keith Drayman 
acting like a petulant child; ethnic discrimination and the lack of community investment by council members 

(save one).  Each week we add a few new faces and have returning warriors. Become one. This is an 
excellent opportunity to share opinions about quality of life issues.   

 All issues of Vanguard are archived at www.vanguardians.org  

 A reminder: If you see blue underlined words that is a link to more information on that article. 

 Get breaking Glendale News by signing up for an RSS feed at www.vanguardians.org.   

 Great opportunity for you to place your ad or link on www.vanguardians.org  

 Vanguardians needs a donated car or van in running condition. Blue Book donation value 

 The Vanguard editorial advisory panel reviews and often comments on each edition. Let us know by 
email if you would like to be considered for the advisory panel. 
 

VANGUARDIANS needs your Continuing Financial Support 
Please make checks payable to “VANGUARDIANS” Mail to:  POB 11202 Glendale, CA 91226 

 Your contributions are tax deductible. You will receive a receipt for income tax purposes 
You may donate online at www.vanguardians.org  

5 the Insider is a digest of information from city employees that care about the way the City is run. As they 

are concerned about retaliation, their identities are secret. Vanguard provides them the opportunity to have this 
forum. The comments are their own.    
  
 It appears that the City still has plenty of money to criminalize our citizens. The latest is the property 
owner at 1808 Niodrara. Even though they are still working on their small addition and remodel, the City 
has brought criminal charges against them, including an arrest warrant, for their efforts to improve their 

property. Only in Glendale can a home improvement project, that’s good looking and not even finished yet, make 
you a criminal. Not only that, but this is a clear case of a complaint by one ethnicity against another being 
supported by the City Council, City Manager and City Attorney. With everybody screaming about waste in 
Government, we turn our backs on blatant waste of resources for personal vendettas. The owner still has a valid 
building permit, so rather than have the owner receive a correct notice from the building inspector, the CA files 
charges? If we were consistent with this, 80% of permits would result in charges being filed, including the 
Americana at Brand. 
 
[On May 29, 2009, the City Attorney's Office filed a 14 count misdemeanor complaint against the property owner at 1808 

Niodrara for various violations of the Municipal Code relating to an unpermitted structure. The owner received a Design Review 
Board exemption and building permit for a minor addition and interior remodel that the complaint alleges wholesale changes to 
the exterior of the house were made in substantial deviation from the approved plans, thereby exceeding the scope of the 
permit. The complaint was filed in the Glendale Superior Court, Case No. 9GN02139. Arraignment is set for June 30, 2009.] 

http://www.vanguardians.org/
http://www.vanguardians.org/
http://www.vanguardians.org/
http://www.vanguardians.net/
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With so many executives getting ready to retire, look for negotiations to include increases for retirement health care 
benefits, at least for the executives, if not for anyone else. 
 
Rumor has it that the two firefighters who were injured during the recent Chilton house fire received injuries that 
were preventable. The injury of smoke inhalation to one firefighter was preventable in that he was in a hazardous 
environment of toxic fumes and smoke without his protective breathing equipment.  Either he or his crew chief 
allowed for this or his breathing equipment failed, which is not likely, otherwise it would have been mentioned in the 
press release.  The firefighter who suffered burns was most likely in an environment too dangerous for safety 
considerations.  He either was exposed to direct heat (fell through a roof or floor or conversely fell down on him) 
and couldn’t immediately flee. The other consideration being bantered about is that his fire protection 
undergarments got wet and after exposure to heat, steamed and burned his skin.  The fact that no details involving 
either injury have been released gives more credence to some procedural or human errors.  
 
Two management level cops are asking to retire and get hired back as consultant’s ala Capt Perkins so they can 
double dip the system. 

6 Humor or Not 
Here are some calculations I made from public records on GFD overtime. I determined the average amount of 
overtime firefighters received last calendar year by deducting the salary of each rank as specified in the MOU from 
the gross pay. This information was taken off the $100K club data. I obviously did not calculate anyone under 
$100K because the data was not there, but the only firefighters who received a gross under that would still be on 
probation and would not qualify for the comparisons. Calendar Year 2008  
  
Rank                           Average Overtime 
  
Firefighter                    $58,000 
Engineer                        47,000 
Captain                          50,000 
B/C                                73,000 

7 News Briefs from the neighborhood  

A guide to the recent news with California's City Managers. This most recent edition includes Rohnert Park's City 
Manager offering to pay his own benefits, a Bay Area City Manager retiring after 30 years in local government; 
Temple City Council begins interviewing today for its new City Manager and more comings and goings. 
Unfortunately Jim Starbird is not on the list. 
 

CalPERS Reform Burbank, Glendale, Pasadena   

By: John Krikorian BusinessLife Magazine 
California “Retired” Government Workers in Burbank, Glendale, Pasadena Receive Pensions in Excess of -
-- $10,704.908 Annually 

California’s rapid economic decline has prompted Gov.  Arnold Schwarzenegger to propose what once was 
unthinkable – rolling back generous pensions in a state heavily influenced by pensions in a state heavily influenced 
by public employee unions. California has at least $63 billion in unfunded pension liabilities, an amount equal to 
roughly two thirds of all annual general fund spending. 

The Governor’s office Aaron McLear, Press Secretary advises that we also need to reform pensions in 
California that they are an unfunded liability that is crushing the rest of government services. Under 
Schwarzenegger’s proposed reform, the earliest retirement age for those employees would increase to 60. 
Employees in high-risk jobs such as firefighters and patrol officers can receive up to 90 percent of their salaries if 
they retire at age 50. Schwarzenegger proposes pushing the earliest retirement age for those workers to 55. The 
Governors proposal would not change the pension system for current workers, but would lower benefits for new 
employees. His office said such changes would save the state some $95 billion over 30 years. 
 
La Puente Mayor's campaign finance probe widens by Tania Chatila, Staff Writer  
LA PUENTE - A county criminal grand jury wants to hear from a former water board official in a campaign finance 
violation case targeting Mayor Louie Lujan. Leon Garcia, former board president of the Upper San Gabriel Valley 
Municipal Water District, said he received a subpoena three or four weeks ago following a telephone conversation 
with the Los Angeles County District Attorney's Office. Investigators asked Garcia if he made a donation to Lujan 
during a Dec. 4 fundraiser at La Puente Planning Commissioner Charles Klinakis' house.  The DA is probing 
whether Lujan failed to disclose campaign contributions collected at the event. "I confirmed that I had written the 

The City Council agreed to pay managers overtime. City Atty 
Howard never provided the information as to why that was done. 
The local mutual aid brush fires will not be reimbursed by the State 
nor will there be reimbursement for position coverage OT. 

http://www.publicceo.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=562:city-manager-roundup-comings-and-goings&catid=7:local-governments-blog&Itemid=20
http://www.businesslife.com/articles.php?id=1279
http://www.sgvtribune.com/ci_12979460?source=rss
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check," Garcia said. "I've been to this rodeo before. A grand jury can indict a ham sandwich." Dave Demerjian, 
head of the District Attorney's Public Integrity Division, which is leading the investigation, declined to comment on 
the case.  

Michael Jackson Burial Triples in Price  TMZ Staff 
The Jackson family's decision to move Michael's burial from a Saturday to a Thursday is gonna cost some 
serious dough -- at least three times the original price!  

According to the Glendale police, the cost for the weekend service would have ran about $50,000 -- 90% of 
which goes to police handling street closures, security and perimeter control.  

But officials say the Jackson family will now have to fork over "at least triple the price" to contract the cops 
for a weekday burial. 

As for the cemetery, we're told it will be on total lockdown -- with security patrolling from the ground and 
from the air. At least one police chopper will be keeping an eye from the sky. 

And just to prove the cops mean business, Sergeant Tom Lorenz is warning uninvited fans, "Don't even 
try and come, because you won't even be able to see the green of the Forest Lawn." 
A letter received with the above article: Is the Glendale Police Dept. trying to take advantage financially of the 
Jackson family?  I highly doubt that it costs $150,000+ in PAYROLL for a few funeral service hours. 
  Maybe the Glendale PD is preying on the Jackson family with the same aspirations that the lenders preyed 

on the Federal Government - Bailout Money. It seems as if the GPD is depending on the Jackson's to help "chip 
in" and throw them a few extra bones for their budgetary woes. 150,000 bones to be exact.  

Hell, why do we have 3 officers with pink slips? This enormous and inflated funeral bill will pay for at least 2 
of those officers yearly salaries. CC [ED – The GPD PIO has yet to respond to the Vanguard inquiry.] 
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