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Since 2002 GWP Transferred $134,000,000 to General Fund 
The four stages of Vanguardians “First they ignore you, then they laugh at you, then they fight you, then you win.” 

Mahatma Gandhi describing the stages of establishment resistance to a winning strategy of nonviolent activism 
 

When WE are complacent THEY win! 

 
Rockhaven update from George Chapjian: With assistance from the Cityôs Urban Forestry Section, we 
successfully contracted West Coast Arborists (WCA) to conduct tree trimming and removal work, including grinding / 
removal of approximately 20 tree trunks. The tree work by WCA commenced on June 4th and was completed by June 
26.  
 
On June 17

th
, City Council approved an amendment to the Valley Crest Landscape Maintenance contract for the initial 

landscape abatement and debris removal at the Rockhaven Sanitarium. This work is scheduled to commence on July 7
th
 

and is estimated to be completed by July 21. Scope of work includes: 
 

¶ Removal of the dead plant material that lies within the boundaries of the property; including shrubs, vines, sticks, branches, 
piles of leave, etc.  

¶ Trimming and/or removal of any live plant material off or away from all of the structures; including ivy that is growing onto the 
walls of a structure. 

¶ Trimming of shrubs that are touching a structure as to maintain the integrity of the shrub while keeping a maintainable distance 
from the structure.   

¶ Removal of all large piles of debris (mortar, brick, tree branches, etc...) throughout the property.  
 
Upon completion of the landscape abatement, staff will install fencing around the perimeter of the open space area off of Honolulu and 
replace some of the entry chain link gates to better secure the facility.  
 
City representatives are presently meeting with consulting firms to conduct a thorough historic evaluation and assessment of the facility. 
The City plans to host a number of additional meetings for community input and updates as part of the Master Planning Process for the 
facility.  A web page with additional information is under construction, and will soon be available for public access.  

 

Proposed Pacific Park Community Pool: Staff is moving forward with the design and development of the proposed Pacific Park 

Community pool project.  This report provides information regarding the proposed pool project and the community outreach process 
which has been undertaken.  No fiscal impact at this time, this report is for information purposes only.   The project is budgeted in the 
Cityôs Capital Projects budget at approximately 5.4 million dollars. 
 

At the October 2,
 
2007 City Council meeting, Council awarded a contract to the RJM Design Group for design of the proposed Pacific 

Park Pool project.  Since that time, staff and the project consultants have been engaged in conceptual design and planning efforts for 
the project.  The environmental review for the project was completed and a Notice of Determination was filed with the Los Angeles 
County Clerk. The area for the pool and related structures is approximately one acre.   
 
On June 21

st
, a community meeting/workshop on the proposed project was held in the Pacific Park Community Center.  During this 

meeting, staff and the project consultants presented information to the public regarding the pool project.  A site tour was conducted, 
followed by a design charrette to solicit input on the design and features of the project.  While community turn-out for the event was 
light, the discussions and workshop processes were insightful and helpful to all who attended. 
 

Glendale Water & Power (GWP) General Manager Glenn Steiger announced today that effective July 1, the fuel and 
water adjustment charges on customersô bills will be increased. The total adjustment for an average residential customer will be 
approximately 6.8%.  
 
The Fuel Adjustment Charge (FAC) is a charge on electric bills and is dependent on the costs of power GWP purchases and fuel used 
to generate power. ñDespite our best efforts, prolonged high energy and natural gas prices have resulted in much higher costs to 
GWP,ò says Steiger. ñRegretfully, we can no longer absorb those costs and must ask our customers to help share the burden. 
Hopefully, the recent increases in energy costs will stabilize soon.ò Steiger added that GWP is sensitive to the burden high energy 
prices are already having on families, especially at the gas pump.  
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The current FAC rate is $0.0569 per kWh and will increase to $0.0718 effective July 1. The FAC is only a portion of the bill so the 
anticipated increase in the average electric residential monthly bill will be nine percent or $7.17. The current water adjustment charge 
(WAC) rate for potable water is $1.18 per hundred cubic feet and will increase to $1.27 per hundred cubic feet. The average residential 
customer monthly water bill will increase by $1.98 or 3.4%. The total increase for an average residential bill for both electric and water 
adjustments is $9.15 or about 6.8%. See letter. 
 
Kudos to Glenn Steger (GWP) and Steve Zurn (DPW) for telling it like it is. 
 
Thanks to Vanik Akopyan @ Arnieôs SMOG Check at 3636 San Fernando Rd. Quick, competent and reasonable 818 240 7575 
 

 
Vanguardians gears up for a weekly one hour radio show on KRLA 870. Look for remote broadcasts at popular 
Glendale locations. Live call in programming. For info and details, call Barry at 818 243 1502 
 
Fire Station 23 is still staffed with 4 not 3 firefighters as Council was told during budget hearing and study 
session. Patrol 23 and E23 were on brush patrol. P23 was being used as the Engine has a difficult time going 

into the hills because of the turns. The Engine Company is the first responder for medical emergencies. What happens if 
they canôt get up the hill? A Rescue Ambulance sideswiped a car causing damage because the RA was too big for the 
street. 
 
Chevy Chase library is still open even though Council was told it was being closed due to budget cuts. 

 

ELIE WIESEL It may well be that our means are fairly limited and our possibilities restricted when it comes to applying pressure on our government. But 
is this a reason to do nothing? Despair is not an answer. Neither is resignation. Resignation only leads to indifference, which is not merely a sin but a 
punishment  

All that is necessary for the triumph of evil is for good women & men to do nothing 
 

 
If you have issues with the City and you fear retaliation, bring them to Vanguardians and we‟ll share them with 
the appropriate department assuring your anonymity.  

 
City Council 
 Council 7-15-08 Cum Contact info 

Drayman B B jdrayman@ci.glendale.ca.us; 

Najarian B C anajarian@ci.glendale.ca.us; 

Quintero B B fquintero@ci.glendale.ca.us; 

Weaver D D dweaver@ci.glendale.ca.us; 

Yousefian B B byousefian@ci.glendale.ca.us; 

  

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

A call for accountability within the GFD  
 

 

 

  

During the afternoon session Weaver 
finally did the right thing by changing 
his vote on the Komar Hyatt Place 
Hotel to a óyesô. However, sticking to his 
principles he voted against the 
candlestick removal. He gives meaning 
to the phrase, ñDonôt confuse me with 
facts, Iôve already made up my mind.ò 
Council absolved itself of directing 
Parks and Rec to come up with new 
ways to cover the budget deficit by 
saying it was only for the enterprise 
accounts. Mayor Drayman was correct 
when he said he would look at all sides. 
As he reads Vanguard he will look at 
the call that showed how some groups 
deal with fund raising 

http://www.wisdomquotes.com/003273.html
mailto:jdrayman@ci.glendale.ca.us;
mailto:anajarian@ci.glendale.ca.us;
mailto:fquintero@ci.glendale.ca.us;
mailto:dweaver@ci.glendale.ca.us;
mailto:byousefian@ci.glendale.ca.us;
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The Firefightersô union believes there is one way to fight a fireéwith people, more people and a lot 
more people. The Feds pay their people about $30K per year, the State about $50K and Glendale up to 
$250K. The heavy lifting in the recent brush fires was by aircraft and 4500 prisoners (350 of them 
women). Two techniques that are presently available, but are unused, are pinpointed water bombs and 
even before the fires grow, an infrared hot spot locator something that was shared with former Fire 
Chief Gray. This technology is  especially important as, according to Fire Union Boss Chris Stavros in 

the GNP, ñé he was surprised to meet firefighters é who said they were taught in fire - training school that Glendale is 

the city most at risk and s usceptible to brush fires due to its location. ò Next :  what will happen when the State holds 
back the payment for the 20+ firefighters and the engines? Certainly will blow the already stressed budget.  

According to Fremont CA Fire Chief Bruce Martin in the May 2008 Fire Chief Magazine, ñé a battalion chief, who is 
exempt from overtime earnings, may earn 15% more than a captain. But that captain can earn more actual money than 
the battalion chief by working overtime shifts. There evolves a new disincentive to promote to an overtime-exempt 
position. An officer may ask why make battalion commander, when he or she earns more money as a captain. The 
additional income also has allowed firefighters to move farther from their jurisdiction.ò In Glendale our Council pays 
Managers overtime. Making Battalion Chiefs exempt employees would reduce OT $.5M annually.  

Will there be an exodus of Glendale Firefighters heading to Beverly Hills FD where an Assistant Chief was paid 
$374,000 in 2007? Or Huntington Beach where 5 of the top 10 paid employees are Firefighters? Santa Monica is 
out as there are no Firefighters in the top 25 of the $100K Club and so is Anaheim where the highest public safety jobs go 
to the police. In Culver City no one came close to the $200K Club. 

 
FLORYNCE KENNEDY You've got to rattle your cage door. You've got to let them know that you're in there, and that you want out. Make noise. Cause 
trouble. You may not win right away, but you'll sure have a lot more fun. 
 

 JOHN F. KENNEDY Without debate, without criticism, no administration and no country can succeed -- and no republic can survive 

 
Vanguard is published independently by Vanguardians; Advocating for Accountabilityï Our vision is to live in a community where all people, 
regardless of geography, background or economic status, can enjoy accountability, integrity, effectiveness and responsiveness from our 
elected officials and each of the city's departments, through grass roots involvement, engagement and advocacy. 
 

CONTENTS: 
 

1) Commentary 

2) Potpourri  

3) Open Government  

4) Vanguardians  

 

5) The Insider 

6) Humor 

7) Jump 

8) Coming Attractions  
 

 

1  You may agree or disagree with the views below. Feel free to comment on them. 

The City of Glendale has finally reached a point where fiscal accountability should 
come first. After the years that the City Council at the behest of City Management 
bestowed salacious salaries, bountiful benefits and plentiful pensions that are far and 
above anything anyone in the private sector could hope for, is coming to bite the public -
- you and meðin the pocketbook. 
 
Rather than being responsible conservators of our financial resources the five people 
on the dais and those before them have granted so much to so few that our libraries are 
being closed; open space that they have bought is unused; the benefits of living in a 
community are being lost to salaries. The number of employees has grown 
disproportionately more than the population. The Council has benefited ódevelopersô 
that bought unusable acreage and a few years later which was sold to the City for 
millions of dollars and we canôt even use it!  
 

Glendale Water and Power has recently gone through several managers. Their infrastructure has been decaying and the 
bailouts have been through bond issues. Where has the money gone? A simple answer. It was transferred to the General 
Fund to pay salaries, benefits and pensions. Since 2002 GWP transferred $134,000,000 to the General Fund and even 
that was insufficient to keep the City from spending more than it took in. 
 
A study by the California Municipal Rates Group in May 2008 showed Glendale electric rates were the highest of the 24 
utilities surveyed including investor owned power companies! In 2008 the State average system revenue per KWh was 

http://firechief.com/leadership/management-administration/staffing_choices_0301/
http://www.wisdomquotes.com/002747.html
http://www.wisdomquotes.com/002596.html
http://www.roseville.ca.us/civica/filebank/blobdload.asp?BlobID=10892
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$0.128 Glendale was the highest at $0.154 and the lowest was Santa Clara at $0.087. This study is available through 
Vanguardians. Between 1999 and May 2008, Glendale has raised the rates 37.5% and has a 6% rate increase on the 
books for this year. Compare that to Anaheim CA which has increased rates only 17% since 1999 and the rate today 
$0.11 KWh. By the way, the head of their water and power is a woman. 
 
It is time to go to the City Council and demand fiscal accountability. There is so much talk about the things we are doing 
for our children. However, we are burdening them with the largesse being 
bestowed by Council.  In order to keep the Council focused on their fiscal 
responsibility we need to make that the issue of the coming election. One Council 
member shared with me that when he came on the Council, he was fed the 
Management line about the importance of salaries. Since then he has seen the 
lack of accountability. 
 
A case in point. The Glendale Fire Department acknowledges that of the 14,000 
calls for service over 12,000 are for medical emergencies yet they continue to 
staff for fires with 48 people assigned to 12 órigsô. There are 5 rescue ambulances 
(RA) with 10 people assigned. The GFD will tell you that an engine company with 
4 people goes along to help the RA but that engine canôt transport the patient. The RA crews work the same 24 hour shift 
and they handle 12,000 calls. Why not change the staffing to 12 hour shifts? Why not put more resources in for the 
medical emergencies and less to non-existent fire suppression? Why are the GFD injuries so high? Why wonôt they share 
the nature, type or location of the injury? In the next few Council meetings we will hear how the GFD served in the 
statewide brush fires but what wonôt be shared is the cost of position coverage overtime.  
 
As to salaries, Vanguardians is in the process of compiling the statistics from numerous agencies. So far, Glendale pays 
more than anyone else. BA 
 
From the US Department of State: Government accountability means that public officials -- elected and un-elected -- have an obligation 
to explain their decisions and actions to the citizens. Government accountability is achieved through the use of a variety of mechanisms 
-- political, legal, and administrative -- designed to prevent corruption and ensure that public officials remain answerable and accessible 
to the people they serve. In the absence of such mechanisms, corruption may thrive. 
 

In a democracy the press should operate free from governmental control. Democratic governments do not have ministries of 
information to regulate content of newspapers or the activities of journalists; requirements that journalists be vetted by the state; or 
force journalists to join government-controlled unions. 
 

For much of human history, rulers and law were synonymous -- law was simply the will of the ruler. A first step away from such tyranny 
was the notion of rule by law, including the notion that even a ruler is under the law and should rule by virtue of legal means. 
Democracies went further by establishing the rule of law. Although no society or government system is problem-free, rule of law 
protects fundamental political, social, and economic rights and reminds us that tyranny and lawlessness are not the only alternatives. 
 
In democracies, ordinary citizens may organize independent groups that serve the needs of the community or nation they live in and 
complement, supplement, or even challenge the work of the government. Such organizations are often called nongovernmental 
organizations (NGOs), such as Vanguardians, because they are not an extension of the government's offices. Unlike a dictatorship, a 
democratic government exists to serve the people, but citizens in democracies must also agree to abide by the rules and obligations by 
which they are governed. Democracies grant many freedoms to their citizens including the freedom of dissent and to criticize the 
government. 
 

WE NEED YOUR TAX DEDUCTIBLE FINANCIAL HELP TODAY 
For all of us to have a better quality of life. 

 

The only way to make sure people you agree with can speak is to support the rights of people you don't agree with.  ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON  

TAKE ACTION ï GET INVOLVED ï BE INFORMED ï SHARE VANGUARD -- VOLUNTEER  

 
Moral cowardice that keeps us from speaking our minds is as dangerous to this country as irresponsible talk. The right way is not always the 
popular and easy way. Standing for right when it is unpopular is a true test of moral character.    Margaret Chase Smith 

 
This is a paid advertisement 

Beat the gas price as a telecommuter. Talk to your employer about an 
appointment with Fieldworks experts in setting up the system and 
preparing management and the employees for the new paradigm. Call 

FieldWorks today at 818 243 4864 or email ba@fieldworks.net   
 

http://usinfo.state.gov/products/pubs/principles/legislative.htm
http://www.wisdomquotes.com/002618.html
http://www.wisdomquotes.com/002119.html
mailto:ba@fieldworks.net
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2  Potpourri  

WILLIAM O. DOUGLAS Restriction of free thought and free speech is the most dangerous of all subversions. It is the one un-American act that could 
most easily defeat us. 

 
ED – Letters published do not necessarily express the opinion of Vanguardians, this publication, the organization or Barry 
Allen. Names are used only when requested. Letters will not be published that aren‟t signed and/or are hate oriented. 

 

Although all the NEW water consuming plantings along Brand Blvd are beautiful, how does this fit into the reduced water 
consumption program advocated by the GWP? Non water consuming landscape would be better.  I hope the City Council takes this into 
consideration when up-grading the San Fernando Road corridor.  FD 

 
City Attorney sent a letter responding to the allegation of the Brown Act violation. The letter went all around the 
issue of public hearing and did not address the speaking on an agenda action item which was how the complaint 
was written. Stay tuned. Letters & Articles Regarding Open Government in Glendale California  

 
I just canôt believe Mayor Drayman. He wouldnôt let people speak on the budget [see above] yet he wants to make certain 
people are aware of issues by proper notificationénot just the letter of the law but the spirit. I guess he covered both 
sides of the issue. JD [ED The Mayor reads Vanguardépossibly he will respond.] 
 

You must do a lot of research. [ED We use the California Public Records Act (CPRA) to get most of the public 
documents. Some agencies are quick to respond electronically to save money. Others are bent on 
putting obstacles in the way. We also educate the public on how they can use the CPRA to get 
information they want. See the California Constitution.  
 
I want to make a suggestion that those that run youth athletic leagues can have their players pick up 

can and bottles for the recycle fee. If they look around they can find grants that will double the money they can 
get. Good for the environment, pride and pay for some needed equipment or scholarships for those that can‟t 
afford to play. [ED – Great idea.] 
 
I am really upset about the rates Glendale charges for City services. What can I do to stop the Council from 
squandering my hard earned money? I have to work hard and I don‟t get paid for sleeping. JC [ED What you need 
to do is watch for which Council members want to keep adding to the payroll and benefits and just say NO when 
they come around looking for your vote and your money.] 
 
LINKS Click here for Vanguard Archives by Hal Weber-- Open Government Guide   www.vanguardians.org  Check Zip Code 

Demographics   Global Incident Map updated every 5 minutes   for a free copy of waste of taxpayer money, read  Piglet Book 2007 . -- 
ZIPskinny - Get the Skinny on that ZIP  Vanguard in the Daily News  The Glendale California 100K Club  
 

– Click to view the agenda   HUCity CouncilUH    HUHousing AuthorityUH   HURedevelopment AgencyU  
 
Tuesday, July 22 

2:30 pm Glendale Housing Authority ï Glendale Redevelopment agency & City Council/Housing Authority RE:  Quality of 
Life in Glendale 

6:00 pm Glendale City Council  Campaign Finance Reform is on the agenda 
 
Wednesday, July 23 

Glendale Zoning Administrator's Hearing -- 9:30 am, Municipal Services Building, Room 105, 633 E. Broadway, Glendale.  548-2140 
 
Thursday, July 24 

Design Review Board #1 ï 5:00 pm, Room 105, Municipal Services Building, 633 E. Broadway, Glendale.  548-2140 
 

Vallejo is just the second California city ever to declare bankruptcy. Realizing this might be even worse than a lesser labor 
agreement - bankruptcy has the potential to cause suspension of all union agreements with the city - Vallejo union bosses 
at the last moment before the official filing offered to take $10.6 million per year worth of pay cuts for two years, with police 
and firefighters offering a 6.5 percent giveback of pay and benefits and other employees proposing a 3 percent reduction, 
plus foregoing two years worth of 10 percent raises. 

 
Report Predicts L.A.'s Economy Will Continue to Slow L.A. County's economy won't go into a recession - but it'll be a 
close call. So says the latest prediction, from the Los Angeles County Economic Development Corp. 
 
Rialto hasnôt learned and the spiral continues: The details were even more remarkable in this time of strapped municipal and county 
budgets.  Rialto city council members voted 3-2 to give the local police officers' union a "3 at 50" pension plan, which will let any officer 

http://www.wisdomquotes.com/002796.html
http://www.opengovernmentinglendalecalifornia.org/Letters%20&%20Articles%20Regarding%20Open%20Government%20in%20Glendale%20California.htm
http://www.opengovernmentinglendalecalifornia.org/
http://www.rcfp.org/ogg/index.php?op=browse&state=CA
http://www.vanguardians.org/
http://zipskinny.com/
http://zipskinny.com/
http://zipskinny.com/
http://www.globalincidentmap.com/home.php
http://www.hjta.org/piglet_07
http://zipskinny.com/
http://www.insidesocal.com/east/politics/
http://www.opengovernmentinglendalecalifornia.org/The%20Glendale%20California%20100K%20Club.htm
http://www.ci.glendale.ca.us/agenda.asp?OrganizationID=4
http://www.ci.glendale.ca.us/agenda.asp?OrganizationID=37
http://www.ci.glendale.ca.us/agenda.asp?OrganizationID=176
http://tinyurl.com/5mjmom
http://labusinessjournal.com/enews_article.asp?aID=2705307.6325952.1654952.7991558.6416982.524&aID2=127295&lid=36&sid=&cID=Z
http://www.gilroydispatch.com/opinion/246667-cities-firefighters-and-police-ignore-vallejo-plight-at-their-peril
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retiring at age 50 or above collect three percent of his or her highest annual salary each year, multiplied by the number of years served. 
Firefighters were expected to get the same plan. The three City Council members were bought and paid for by the Firefighters union. 
 
California high court strikes down Santa Clara County open space tax 

By Howard Mintz Mercury News 07/14/2008 The California Supreme Court today struck down a special fee on Santa Clara County 
homeowners used to pay for open space acquisition, possibly wiping out more than $50 million collected over the past seven years for 
parks, trails and other services. In a unanimous ruling, the justices found that the 2001 special assessment by the county's Open Space 
Authority violated Proposition 218, a 12-year-old voter-approved law known as the "Right to Vote on Taxes Act." It was designed to limit 
local governments' ability to raise revenue without voter approval. 

 
A Report from Vanguard of Davis: City Names Robert Aaronson Independent Investigator 

Davis City Manager Bill Emlen told the Vanguard that the city had asked Police Ombudsman Robert Aaronson to conduct an 
investigation that would examine allegations laid forth by the Grand Jury. These allegations included sleeping in the fire station while 
intoxicated, improper union influence, and hostile work environment, among other things. One of the chief concerns that Emlen 
expressed has been the lack of sufficient detail to allow a follow up investigation. The report heavily relies on confidential witnesses, 
many of whom went to great lengths to avoid discovery as they feared retaliation. For the full story, please click here  

3 Open Government   

CALIFORNIA CONSTITUTION ARTICLE 1  DECLARATION OF RIGHTS [Public Records Act] 
SEC. 3.  (a) The people have the right to instruct their representatives, petition government for redress of grievances, and assemble 
freely to consult for the common good. 
   (b) (1) The people have the right of access to information concerning the conduct of the people's business, and, therefore, the 
meetings of public bodies and the writings of public officials and agencies shall be open to public scrutiny. 
   (2) A statute, court rule, or other authority, including those in effect on the effective date of this subdivision, shall be broadly construed 
if it furthers the people's right of access, and narrowly construed if it limits the right of access.  A statute, court rule, or other authority 
adopted after the effective date of this subdivision that limits the right of access shall be adopted with findings demonstrating the 
interest protected by the limitation and the need for protecting that interest. 
   (3) Nothing in this subdivision supersedes or modifies the right of privacy guaranteed by Section 1 or affects the construction of any 
statute, court rule, or other authority to the extent that it protects that right to privacy, including any statutory procedures 
governing discovery or disclosure of information concerning the official performance or professional qualifications of a peace officer. 
   (4) Nothing in this subdivision supersedes or modifies any provision of this Constitution, including the guarantees that a person may 
not be deprived of life, liberty, or property without due process of law, or denied equal protection of the laws, as provided in Section 7. 
   (5) This subdivision does not repeal or nullify, expressly or by implication, any constitutional or statutory exception to the right of 
access to public records or meetings of public bodies that is in effect on the effective date of this subdivision, including, but not limited 
to, any statute protecting the confidentiality of law enforcement and prosecution records. 
   (6) [Re the Legislature]  
 

Independent Expenditures FPPC Report Independent Expenditures: The Giant Gorilla in Campaign Finance 
CANDIDATE 
2006 43

RD
 ASSEMBLY 

DISTRICT DEMOCRATIC 

PRIMARY 

TOTAL SPENT BY 

CAMPAIGN 

COMMITTEE 

IE DOLLARS 

BENEFITING 

CANDIDATES 

TOTAL SPENT 

ON CAMPAIGN 

PERCENT OF 

CAMPAIGN 

SPENDING DONE BY 

IE COMMITTEE 

Frank Quintero $485,471 $481,751 $967,222 50% 

Paul Krekorian $436,593 $164,422 $601,015 27% 

TOTALS $922,064 $646,173 $1,568,237  

 

4 Vanguardians  
Welcome to volunteer LaShannon Lewis who will be analyzing the claims filed with the City Clerk each week. She 

was born and raised in Los Angeles. After she took a course in civil rights she found a passion for all things law. In 2007 she graduated 
from West Los Angeles College in Culver City with an Associateôs Degree in Liberal Studies. Shannon was honored by being named on 
the college's Dean's List. Shannon is a full-time  junior at California State University, Los Angeles, majoring in Political Science with a 
concentration on Public Administration.  She became interested in a grass roots effort to help alleviate some of the ills faced by society 
as a whole. Shannon said, ñOne area is inefficient public administration, which plays a major role in altering the way in which we all live. 
Bureaucracies have existed for some time now. Over time, many forms of bureaucracies (particularly public agencies) have become 
muddled with inefficiency. We all are entitled to challenge those inefficiencies simply because they affect the way we live. With this 
being said, it is most certainly fate that I encountered Vanguardians. I am happy to begin the good fight and movement 
for accountability in public administration and government. I look forward to contributing to the realignment of our current state of 
governmental/public administration affairs in an effort to make public agencies more responsible and efficient organizations. ñ 

Frank Quintero, like Rafi 
Manoukian, raised more 
money than his competitor 
and still lost the election. 
There was no óedgeô in the 
2006 Assembly race as 
neither was an incumbent. 
Krekorian still won with 
57.5% of the vote. The 
evils of the Independent 
Expenditure Committees. 

http://www.mercurynews.com/ci_9877877?source=most_emailed
mailto:hmintz@mercurynews.com?subject=San%20Jose%20Mercury%20News:%20California%20high%20court%20strikes%20down%20Santa%20Clara%20County%20open%20space%20tax
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001_6fyW3QhO7mDk15P8sSa8YeUwV3Hu7kk9RAHqDMGcS-te-gq7l9S-SPTCP49BuPpMRepsFX79-UdGidyupnF5D5znpu2uDTp-lpIn4Xjn19Ea4oJ4wYno96wkuQlOSqg60mF1MsETdm32hPflFsaIiCco8nybiUtySMN7pnPXV0FDqSR5wbc-8APszP6b23_SHyPJHzORKo=
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001_6fyW3QhO7mDk15P8sSa8YeUwV3Hu7kk9RAHqDMGcS-te-gq7l9S-SPTCP49BuPpMRepsFX79-UdGidyupnF5D5znpu2uDTp-lpIn4Xjn19Ea4oJ4wYno96wkuQlOSqg60mF1MsETdm32hPflFsaIiCco8nybiUtySMN7pnPXV0FDqSR5wbc-8APszP6b23_SHyPJHzORKo=
http://www.fppc.ca.gov/ie/IEReport2.pdf
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Vanguardians Speakers Bureau can spice up and titillate your next meeting. Our knowledgeable presenters are 
available for your organization, service club, homeowners or neighborhood associations.  Call Vanguardians 818 
243 1502 or email us at info@vanguardians.org to book them. 

Vanguard1@charter.net to subscribe to the Weekly News on issues that impact Glendale. The media with a voice; the organization that gets 
results you want; we encourage and support advocacy, involvement and engagement with government. 
© 2008 Vanguard is intended for personal use by recipient and forwarding without change to recipientôs personal email list. Vanguardians is a 501C3 charitable non-profit corporation Contributions are tax 
deductible. Vanguardians does not use commercial fundraisers. 
To ensure you continue to receive Vanguard, please add our email addresses vanguard1@charter.net, vanguard1@charterinternet.com and ba@fieldworks.net - to your address book or Internet 
Service Provider safe list. Annual subscription for email $50, by US Mail $75, Newsstand $2 per issue Copyrighted materials used with permission.  

5 the Insider is a digest of information from city employees that care about the way the City is run. As they 

are concerned about retaliation, Vanguard provides them the opportunity to have this forum. Their identities are kept confidential. The 
comments are their own.  
 
GWP is looking to reorganize around new assistant general managers and the Matrix report, the study of the permit process is getting 
new play time among the managers, itôs tough to give up on a $100K investment (Matrix report).   
 
I know this is late but Dave óRomeoô Weaver at the Damonôs anniversary party had these hot Latina babes at his table. Wifey was 
absent and he was really getting tanked. I thought he was stopping drinking. 
 
Rank & file city employees are very resentful of the GFD salaries, their being able to sleep on the job and get paid for it and not getting 
credit for the heavy lifting we do. Generally all budget cuts come from outside the GFD and GPD. They both have better retirement 
systems, more overtime and neither bring much income to the City. Both associations have gotten bigger raises each year for their 
members while PW and GWP get the left overs and when you talk to them, they flaunt it. 
 

6 Humor 

 
City Council vs. City Management 

  

 
 

VANGUARDIANS 
 

Please make checks payable to ñVANGUARDIANSò Mail to:  POB 11202 Glendale, CA 91226 
 Contributions are tax deductible ï You will receive a receipt for income tax purposes 

 

 

 

mailto:info@vanguardians.org
mailto:Vanguard1@charter.net
mailto:vanguard1@charter.net
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Utility     May 2008     $ KWh 

Glendale  0.154 

Lodi   0.148 

SDG&E   0.145 

SCE   0.138 

PG&E   0.137 

R.Cucamonga  0.134 

IID   0.131 

Burbank  0.131  

Pasadena  0.131 

Riverside  0.128  

Alameda  0.126 

State Average  0.128 

Lompoc   0.118 

Azusa   0.115 

Merced ID  0.114 

MID   0.114 

LADWP   0.114 

Anaheim  0.111 

SMUD   0.107 

Redding  0.102 

TurlockID  0.097 

Roseville  0.097 

Palo Alto  0.096 

Santa Clara  0. 087 
 
  

8 Coming attractions 

A message to developers ï  
Things you should know; Ignorance is bliss 
Dangerous. The City is represented by the 
City Attorney ï who represents the  
Public -- you and me; the 12 props on Nov 
Ballot; who will win in April 

Glendale Water and Power charges more for electricity than for-profit, investor 
owned utilities like Southern California Edison, more than the State average.  
 
From Anaheim: Anaheim Public Utilities' electric rates are not affected by the 
electric rate decisions made by the California Public Utilities Commission 
(PUC). The PUC approves rate hikes for customers of investor-owned utilities 
like Southern California Edison and Pacific Gas & Electric. Anaheim Public 
Utilities and other municipal utilities are not regulated by the PUC. 

 
Anaheim Public Utilities is a century old municipal utility that is governed by 
Anaheim's directly elected City Council. The more than 345,000 Anaheim 
residents served by Anaheim Public Utilities continue to enjoy the lowest 
electric rates in Orange County, about 25 percent lower than rates in 
neighboring communities, and among the lowest in California. 

 
The major differences between Anaheim's municipal utility and investor-owned 
utilities, such as Edison and PG&E, are:  

¶ Anaheim Public Utilities is owned by you, Anaheim residents and 
customers - not investors.  

¶ Our utility is governed by a locally elected City Council.  

¶ Decisions are made with public input in open meetings.  

¶ Anaheim Public Utilities is a not- for-profit organization. As a 
municipal utility, our operations and rates are based on the cost of 
providing reliable service.  

¶ Decisions are made in the best interest of our community. 

 
 

LETTER: Another rate increase on July 12t for Public Works Waste 
Management. 

¶ 2004  5% increase 

¶ 2005  7% increase 

¶ 2006  10% increase 

¶ 2007  7% increase 

¶ 2008  5% increase 
What next? The City says,  ósave waterô  Then they approve hotels, 
apartments and condos and then give themselves big raises. Time for a 
change in City Management. PM  [ED Building high rises is less costly on the 
infrastructure and uses less power and water than single family residences. 
The issue over rate increases does need to be addressed by the City Council. 
With interest compounded this is the equivalent of almost a 40% increase in 
just 5 years] 
 

Fitch said this about the recent Glendale $61M bond issue: 
There is concern over the above-average GWP transfer to the 
city's general fund; however, the transfer can only increase by 
the rate of inflation and is paid subordinate to debt service. The 
rating also takes into account that GWP's rates are above 
average when compared to those charged by other 
municipalities in the state, although they are in line with Southern 
California Edison (its neighboring investor-owned utility). While 
the above- average rates and transfer levels are a credit 
concern, the City Council has historically demonstrated the 
willingness to sufficiently raise rates to maintain GWP's 

financial strength. Emphasis added 

http://www.reuters.com/article/pressRelease/idUS276078+22-Jan-2008+BW20080122
http://www.reuters.com/article/pressRelease/idUS276078+22-Jan-2008+BW20080122

