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“Accountability”
Glendale’s Watchdog

Yousefian Said ‘No’ to Pay Raises

The four stages of Vanguardians “First they ignore you, then they laugh at you, then they fight you, then you win.”
Mahatma Gandhi describing the stages of establishment resistance to a winning strategy of nonviolent activism

When WE are complacent THEY win]|

Convention_if the content is underlined and blue, it provides a link to additional resources

We accept no funding from any governmental agency or political institution. Your support of Vanguardians is critical in winning a battle we
cannot afford to lose. All donations are tax-deductible. Vanguardians is a 501(c)3 charity.

NEWS
Glendale Sewage Spill closes Long Beach Beach...A 1.75-mile stretch of beach in Long Beach was closed today
because of a 16,000-gallon sewage spill that occurred in Glendale and entered the Los Angeles River, an official said.
The beach is closed west of Belmont Pier to 3rd Place until further notice, Long Beach Health Officer Helene Calvet said.
The sewage spill, which occurred about 6 p.m. Tuesday, likely did not seriously affect water quality, but the beach was
closed as a precaution, Calvet said.

Proposed no smoking ordinance is awaiting staff makeover before Council votes. Even though Weaver started
the ball rolling he voted against the proposed ordinance because it didn’t go far enough. Our analysis indicates
he should have voted yes and kept the ball in motion.

Drayman of Montrose said here have been studies in the past and they agree with him that there should be a
Trader Joe’s. Bottom line is that a study should be done by those that want to invest in Montrose. They will do
the market studies. The City garnered a number of potential investors when they had a booth at the Las Vegas
Shopping Center show. Take advantage of that investment and start the follow up.

According to the FPPC, a small number of well-funded special interests have poured nearly $100 million into “independent
expenditures” benefiting candidates for state office since voters placed limits on the size of direct contributions to
candidates. Independent Expenditures: The Giant Gorilla in Campaign Finance. New FPPC |ocal candidate reporting
rules take effect July 1, 2008.

He that is of the opinion money will do everything may well be suspected of doing everything for money. --Benjamin Franklin
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Weaver's favorite word...'whatever' is taboo

It appears that Weaver has been excommunicated by Virgelia ‘Miss Asia”
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He continues his fascination with the Maria Rochart investigation report. We wonder what he will say regarding his use
and possession.

Was it a premonition when Weaver said every lawbreaker will be caught?

ELIE WIESEL It may well be that our means are fairly limited and our possibilities restricted when it comes to applying pressure on our government. But
is this a reason to do nothing? Despair is not an answer. Neither is resignation. Resignation only leads to indifference, which is not merely a sin but a
punishment

All that is necessary for the triumph of evil is for good women & men to do nothing

If you have issues with the City and you fear retaliation, bring them to Vanguardians and we’ll share them with

the appropriate department assuring your anonymity. Yousefian stood by his convictions
when he voted against over $8,000,000
City Council in pay raises. He explained how he
went to the City unions to see if they
Council 6-17-08 Cum Contact info would be willing to cut their demands so
Drayman B B jdrayman@oci.glendale.ca.us: as not to kill the cow. None of the others
Najarian D C anajarian@ci.glendale.ca.us; on the Council wanted to even discuss
Quintero C B fquintero@ci.glendale.ca.us; the issue. Weaver couldn’t wait to move
Weaver C D | dweaver@ci.glendale.ca.us; each of the 10 urgency ordinances.
Yousefian A B byousefian@ci.glendale.ca.us; We'll never know how much each of the
THE QUESTION IS, “WHY ARE THERE BIG SALARY INCREASES unions contributed to his favorite
WHEN REVENUES ARE DOWN?” charity.

Ask the Council why they gave $6.5M

FIRE DEPARTMENT Ten highest paying areas for in pay raises, not including overtime

v 2 .
Ve, WH[RZ?TL'E‘SEZ%‘”\ firefighters or benefits, | |
\ o Jes ) 10. Denver-Aurora, CO when we are in an economic
) \ / 9. Nassau-Suffolk, NY downturn,
\ 8. Tacoma, WA when gas is $5 a gal,

7. Vallejo, CA when food costs have gone
6. Seattle, WA up,
5. Newark-Union, NJ-PA when jobs are non-existent,

N (| ‘31 hSAzlain}Iosel_ CA while homes are being

New Firefighters Coming 2. Los Angeles, CA Which includes Glendale foreclosed, _

to Glendale to share 1. Oakland, CA when homeowners will be

in the largesse RM faced with more bond debt in

order to pay these salaries.
Yes, the contracts could have been
re-opened for renegotiation.

FLORYNCE KENNEDY You've got to rattle your cage door. You've got to let them know that you're in there, and that you want out. Make noise. Cause
trouble. You may not win right away, but you'll sure have a lot more fun.

JOHN F. KENNEDY Without debate, without criticism, no administration and no country can succeed -- and no republic can survive

Vanguard is published independently by Vanguardians; Advocating for Accountability— Our vision is to live in a community where all people,
regardless of geography, background or economic status, can enjoy accountability, integrity, effectiveness and responsiveness from our
elected officials and each of the city's departments, through grass roots involvement, engagement and advocacy.
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1Commentary You may agree or disagree with the views below. Feel free to comment on them.

Commentary is available in Spanish

Numerous calls come from people each day about why they certain Elected Officials because they make fun of their
don't want to go to Council meetings. They are fearful of intentions, they are called names, they lump individuals with
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groups instead of treating people as individuals. It is a wonder
why anyone would show up to Council meetings when Dave
Weaver called the police on someone that disagreed with him
(this resulted in a lawsuit) and Weaver continues to say that if
it was important then the public would show up. There are
police officers assigned to watch and monitor us because the
public isn't trusted. The dais is protected with bullet proof
materials so at the sign of trouble the Council can hide, or run
to the back room or down the stairs or over to the City
Attorney’s office. Meanwhile the public has one escape route
that can be easily blocked and cause trampling. Even though |
digress, these actions demonstrate they don't trust us.
Meanwhile Ara Najarian calls people who have legitimate
concerns over fiscal accountability (the budget, in this case)
VULTURES. Najarian took to task the homeowners that
questioned the fiscal accountability of the fire department as
he just looked at anecdotes, fiction and contributions from the
firefighters and their managers while the homeowners were
looking at facts. Mayor Drayman takes his vindictiveness out
on a speaker because he asked questions about Rock

Haven. The Mayor then went on about a litany of other
expenses including the Chevy Chase reservoir but he did not
mention the legal fiasco called Gladys Street that could have
been settled as a claim for ¥ the cost (it is more than three
years and the streets still aren’t open). The Council has voted
to throw people off boards and commissions because ...they
could. Look how these people ganged up on one their own
because Yousefian stood up for the people and their property
rights in Glenoaks Canyon.

Don’t be afraid of a Council member. You have a right
granted to you by the Ralph M Brown Act to speak before
the Council on any item on the published agenda. During
Oral Communications you can address any issue that is
within the legislative authority of the Council. The only
thing you need to do is submit a speaker card with your
name and the agenda item on which you want to speak.
You don’t have to be a resident or a citizen. Of course, be
polite.

As a Vanguardians ‘member’ you have certain protections under
the Federal Volunteers Act and under State law. Stand up — Speak

STAND UP AND SPEAK OUT ) ocms Sevecmaveto soms orantescimr csganto s aveats

of lawsuits as some of those on the dais have. The five men on the

dais work for us...all of us...even the homeless, the poverty stricken and the disenfranchised.

It is time that the elected officials and the local newspaper increased their vocabulary when it comes to descriptions of we

denizens of the forest.

When we ‘blame’ a Council member for passing an ordinance we don’t like, remember that it takes three to tango. That’s
right, three votes unless it is a zoning issue when it takes four. The question you should ask is, “What Council member
requested this to be placed on the agenda?” In the not so old days before we started really watching, the Council would
decide in the ‘backroom’ who would vote ‘yes’ and who ‘no’ so with unpopular legislation they could decide who will look
good and who will be salvaged or savaged for the next election. Listen for solutions rather than complaints.

Your continued and ongoing support for Vanguardians and other civic

watchdog groups is money well spent to bring accountability back to local

Unasked questions

government. But we can’t do it alone.

WE NEED YOUR TAX DEDUCTIBLE FINANCIAL

HELP TODAY

For all of us to have a better quality of life.

The only way to make sure people you agree with can speak is to support the rights of people you

don't agree with. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON

TAKE ACTION — GET INVOLVED - BE INFORMED — SHARE

VANGUARD -- VOLUNTEER

about Rockhaven: Is it
in the budget? How
much will demolition,
renovation and ADA
compliance cost once
the historical society
issues its mandates
and finally, when will
the public be able to
use the facilities?

Will Rockhaven
become the North
Glendale Government

Moral cowardice that keeps us from speaking our minds is as dangerous to this country as Center?
irresponsible talk. The right way is not always the popular and easy way. Standing for right whidh i '
is unpopular is a true test of moral charactemargaret Chase Smith

This is a paid advertisement

5“““’0:)[?/4 Beat the gas price by working from home as a telecommuter. Talk to your
= =y e

y employer about a free appointment with Fieldworks experts in setting up
M éﬁ’?[ﬂs the system and preparing management and the telecommuters for their

expectations. Call FieldWorks today at 818 243 4864 or email ba@fieldworks.net
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2Potpourri

WILLIAM O. DOUGLAS Restriction of free thought and free speech is the most dangerous of all subversions. It is the one un-American act that could
most easily defeat us.

Letters & Email

ED - Letters published do not necessarily express the opinion of Vanguardians, this publication, the organization or Barry Allen. Names are
used only when requested. Letters will not be published that aren’t signed and/or are hate oriented.

How do we get rid of Weaver? He is indeed a corrupt politician. And a blight on the good people of our fair City.
He has sucked so much money from Caruso and other developers. Apparently they don’t care...they have so
much money. Can we do arecall? PM [ED You can have arecall but it is an expensive and time consuming
process. You can go to Council and call for his resignation. You can meet with his Board of Directors to change
the Bylaws and kick him out of his corporation. You can gather evidence regarding his solicitations from his
corporation and for Miss Asia and get information on the scholarships he has given. Get the information to me
and I'll make certain that the evidence gets in the right hands.]

| have been watching how our elected officials are childlike in their handling of our finances. Firemen have been
calling themselves heroes basing their heroism on the backs of dead New York City firemen. Why? LA [ED What
happened is simple...we stopped caring, stopped being involved and engaging, we stopped requiring
accountability — we started looking at sports heroes, entertainers and firemen as our heroes when we should
have been looking at statesmen and women and economists and scientists and mathematicians and educators
and healthcare professionals as our heroes and pay them accordingly.]

| have not seen it, but | understand the Orange County Register had a big story about how the OC FD and Sheriff
have been gaming the system to get big buck salaries. e.g., Three (3) 12 hour shifts per week for full time (which
generates built in overtime), with the kicker being that all personnel are scheduled for the same three days,
necessitating the other four days being entirely OT. At least that's what I've been told. Is there any wonder why
the richest state in the nation needs to cut teacher salaries and let the infrastructure go to blazes? JS

Rockhaven property and when will all the citizens of
Glendale be able to use this planned or should | say
unplanned White Elephant.

| would like to reply to the comments that Councilman
Quintero and Mayor Drayman made at the Jun10 meeting
on the budget when | was not in the room. | just saw the
video this evening and this is what | would like to tell both

men:

Is the City of Glendale Santa Claus? Just because one
WISHES to BUY something without having money in the
bank is not the reason to go into debt. Councilman
Quintero states that whenever he sees an opportunity to
buy some green space that the city should buy it. With that
attitude | wish | was his son so that he can buy me a new
BMW for Christmas.

Mayor Drayman thinks that $9,000,000 is only chump
change. The Mayor went on to say that the city spends
millions of dollars on capital improvements, the Alex
Theatre, Brand Park, etc. The Mayor is absolutely correct,
but we did not have to put ourselves in debt to purchase
Rockhaven when the local citizens never laid a finger to
raise local money for its purchase. The $9,000,000 will
only be the newest White Elephant for the city. Like the
Alex Theatre it will need hundreds of thousands of dollars
through the years for maintenance.

I would like to ask Drayman and Quintero how much do
you gentlemen think it will cost the city to maintain the

What kind of real searching did the city do before it
purchased those OLD BUILDINGS which the city wants to
restore and the Oak Trees that cannot be cut down due to
the city’s indigenous Tree Ordinance?

When | bought my 1939 home | never knew that | was
going to have to put in a sewer line because the cesspool
plumbing broke down 90 days after | moved in. | bought a
house with only electric and no gas. So | had to spend
money for a new gas line and meter. Had to put in copper
plumbing a few years later as well as a new roof...and the
list goes on.

Of course spending other people’s money is very easy if it
is not out of your pocket. The citizens of Montrose did not
want multi-housing in their neighborhood, so they
supported people on the city council who would do their
bidding. | have asked the Public Works Dept a couple of
times if they could paint the street light post in the
Glenoaks Canyon area. They came back and told me they
did not have money in the budget..... WOW!! If we only
had that $9,000,000 dollars the city spent for Rockhaven
Sanitarium. Mike Mohill

| couldn't believe my eyes--was that really Councilman Weaver on tilt again at Tuesday’'s City Council meeting? The
reigning king of ad hominum attack roaring his displeasure from the dais like a demented bully on steroids.

| guess emotional stability and common courtesy aren't requirements for cc service. | really think this guy could be off his
rocker. And if that was weaseling | heard, one thing he can't change are the facts of his votes as they are a matter of

4
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public record. Oh well, another classic rant for the YouTube collection--sometimes it just seems to take the sheer weight
of the number and frequency of these outbursts to really get the point across.

I'd like to see clips of the questions and the responses. You know the essence of humor is incongruity--and the images of
the calm, rational citizen followed by the volcanic Weaver couldn't be better. The collection stands as a monument to
small d democracy and proof that some politicians just don't get it! | keep waiting for the guys in the white coats to come

out and drop the butterfly net on him to the tune of the old pop novelty classic "They're coming to Take me Away..."

Very surreal at times. WG

For years you've heard from the council dais of the
financial benefits new construction brings to the city in the
form of more property tax or more sales tax. What a careful
review of the trends in salary compared to those two other
taxes show is that salary increases far outpace those other
taxes even when you add the revenues from property
transfer tax, franchise tax, and the additional 1/2 sales tax
sharing from California.

The gap between the salaries and these core taxes is paid
by you. It is there when you open the tap, or when you turn
on the lights, or when you pull out the trash bin, or when
you turn on your gas stove, or when you flush the toilet,

when you call someone on your phone, or when you turn
on your Charter Cable channel. And when those extra
utility taxes are not enough to meet those salary increases,
the city turns to take money originally set aside for road
repair, sidewalk repair, water delivery infrastructure. And
when they've exhausted those funds, they've borrowed in
the form of municipal bonds.

It is my firm belief that councilman Ara Najarian and Frank
Quintero serve in Council primarily to advance their
political ambitions. Someone must fix this broken system,
and they've proven that they'll never show up for that task.
Herbert Molano

CALLS: When was the information about Maria Rochart in the GNP? May 12, 2008

Great full page ad in the NewsPress. | have a much better understanding of what you and Philpott have been
talking about. No wonder Najarian loves the firemen. They are making so much money especially when you
compare that with the median income in Glendale for the poor working slobs making $45,000. | watched the
Council meeting last night and see that at least Bob Yousefian stood up for the residents while the others just
said give it the money. Your comment about saving $10,000,000 with some cuts at the fire department would
have gone along way to reducing the deficit. Herbert Molano’s chart was very easy to follow and understand
even for the Council. Salaries increase regardless of whether there are funds to cover them because the GWP

cash cow is there to bail us out.

Nice work with yesterday's Ad in the GNP. Seems to have ruffled some feathers on our "Feather Merchant" council.

LINKS Click here for Vanguard Archives by Hal Weber-- Open Government Guide www.vanguardians.org Check Zip Code

Demographics Global Incident Map updated every 5 minutes for a free copy of waste of taxpayer money, read Piglet Book 2007 . --
ZIPskinny - Get the Skinny on that ZIP Vanguard in the Daily News The Glendale California 100K Club

Just enter your zip code and you can find out which gas stations have the cheapest prices

Links have now been added to connect you DIRECTLY to Streaming Video of all four Budget Study Sessions:

The Glendale California Budget

CALENDAR - Click to view the agenda City Council

Housing Authority. Redevelopment Agency

Tuesday, June 24

2:30 pm -- Glendale Housing Authority, Glendale Redevelopment Agency City Council Chambers
6:00 pm -- Glendale City Council — City Council Chambers, $750,000,000 BUDGET ADOPTION —You Must Be Present or

You Lose.

Wednesday, June 25

Zoning Administrator's Hearing -- 9:30 am, Municipal Services Building, Room 105, 548-2140
Civil Service Commission — 5:00 pm, City Council Chambers, City Hall, 613 E. Broadway, Glendale. 548-2110.

Thursday, June 26

Alternatives Assessment Panel — 3:00 pm, Room 105, Municipal Services Building, 633 E. Broadway, Glendale. 548-2140
Design Review Board #1 — 5:00 pm, Room 105, Municipal Services Building, 633 E. Broadway, Glendale. 548-2140

ARTICLES

Fitch Rates Glendale, California's $50MM Water Bonds

County Unemployment Rate Rises

The economic slowdown hit L.A. County hard in May as the unemployment rate shot up to 6.7 percent from 5.9 percent in

April, according to state figures released Friday.
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Contra Costa Times

Stop Secret Pay Negotiations

The secrecy surrounding approval of government employee contracts needs to end, as San Pablo city officials recently
demonstrated when they quietly slipped last-minute changes into a pension sweetener for the city's police officers.
Perhaps if there were more transparency, if contracts were subjected to public scrutiny before approval, the city of Vallejo
would not be in bankruptcy, and the state of California, Contra Costa County and the West Contra Costa school district, to
name just a few, would not be struggling to pay for health benefits they irresponsibly promised workers when they retire.

Pension board member helped fix deal, suit alleges
By Ted Rohrlich Wed, 18 Jun 2008 10:27:21 AM LA Times
Louis F. Moret is accused of conspiring to arrange a South Gate garbage...

30pen Government g

Request for documents:

Provide documents demonstrating procedures for the tracking of equipment in the various departments. Rules
for employees taking city equipment home or off site, audit and identification of equipment purchased and
schedule of same. What person in the department has the responsibility and checks to insure it is being done
and how often?

Provide the equipment check out and in logs for the following departments, Radio Department, Information
Services and Channel 6 Television for May 2007 through and including May 15, 2008

Response to City Attorney:
The materials provided were unresponsive as to equipment check out logs. The only log provided was one for a planning
dept camera. There were no logs for GTV6, Radio Dept or IS. Please rectify

4 Vanguardians

A big community welcome to volunteer Kamila Pivkova who will be reporting on claims filed with the City. Kamila
is alaw student, works in a law firm, is a certified paralegal and mediator. She lives in Los Angeles and will be a
wonderful addition to our volunteer team.

And to... Rebecca Mock, Freelance Cartoonist from Florida. Rebecca draws cartoons, comics, and illustrations.
She has worked for many causes including Relay for Life and various community organizations to promote
awareness, education and art in schools. She studies illustration at the Maryland Institute College of Art.

Coming soon: Introductions to the Vanguardians Board

Vanguardians Speakers Bureau provides speakers that are not restricted, restrained or prohibited from speaking candidly on
their topics -- there is no approval required from the City Officials.
1. Bruce Philpott on answers to the Glendale Fire Department lack of accountability.
2. Dr. Richard Espiritu on ADA compliance. 90% of our population is affected by disability
3. Barry Allen — How accountability through advocacy helps bridge the gap between the public and government; the
California Sunshine Laws — Open Meetings, Public Records and Public Officials’ Financial and Conflict of Interest
reporting requirements -- Financial Red Flags
These knowledgeable people are available for your organization, service club, homeowners or neighborhood associations.
Call Vanguardians 818 243 1502 or email us at info@vanquardians.org to book them

Vanguardians need your financial help to do our best for Glendale
Rides needed for seniors to attend City Council Meetings

VANGUARDIANS

Please make checks payable to “VANGUARDIANS” Mail to: POB 11202 Glendale, CA 91226
Contributions are tax deductible — You will receive a receipt for income tax purposes

Vanguard1@charter.net to subscribe to the Weekly News on issues that impact Glendale. The media with a voice; the organization that gets
results you want; we encourage and support advocacy, involvement and engagement with government.
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5 llthe Insiderisa digest of information from city employees that care about the way the City is run. As they

are concerned about retaliation, Vanguard provides them the opportunity to have this forum. Their identities are kept confidential. The

comments are their own.

Looks like we’ll find out next week how much over budget the MSB building is running when Zurn asks for an increase in

funding.

HARRY S TRUMAN Once a government is committed to the principle of silencing the voice of opposition, it has only one way to go, and that is down the
path of increasingly repressive measures, until it becomes a source of terror to all its citizens and creates a country where everyone lives in fear.

6 Humor
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Democracy, explained.
Weaver setting the hook for mo $$$

7 JUMP
Definitions:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
reasons
7.
8.
profiteering nature.
A. Al Hofmann
B. Ara Najarian
C. Ardy Kassakhian
D. Barry Allen
E. Bruce Philpott
F. Carole Welling
G. Dave Weaver
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Is Laurie Collins going to run?
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A reporter a person who gathers news for a newspaper
A vulture is a scavenger bird which feed off dead and rotting carcasses. Or a person of a rapacious, predatory, or

Dick Murray
Frank Quintero
Herbert Molano
Jason Wells
Laurie Collins
Lenore Solis
Leon Mayer
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Najarian said, "Aww, | was just kidding
at least until the election.”

An activist is a person that works energetically to achieve political or social goals often by demonstrations
An advocate is a person that speaks on behalf of others and publicly may recommend a course of action

An agitator is a person that agitates, especially one who engages in political agitation

A critic is a person that censures or finds fault
An observer is a person sent to observe and report on the proceedings but not vote or otherwise participate.
A politician is a person primarily interested in political office for selfish or other narrow usually short-sighted

Margaret Hammond
Mike Mohill

Nancy Kent

Patrick Masihi
Richard Espiritu
Vache Mangassarian
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Match the letters to the numbers as you determine who falls into each category
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This chart was prepared by Herbert Molano from public documents as a public service. It shows that historically salaries
have outstripped Core Tax Revenue (property, sales and other taxes). When sales tax revenues don't increase, payroll
increases nonetheless. And when sales tax or property tax increases in a big way, so do salaries and benefits increase in
a big way. In other words, money that could then be used to build a municipal aquatic facility for youth (I've been
proposing it since 2001) when times were good could have been built, but all the money was sucked out by hefty payroll
increases. That was the main reason for the creation in 2001 of the Glendale Management Association - to get
preferential treatment from the Councilmen in exchange for campaign contributions. Winners - Staff. Losers — Everyone
else. Herbert Molano

On Tuesday evening when the Council began the process of approving $6.5M in new wage pacts with City employee
unions, CM Yousefian attempted to engage the other four Council members in a discussion to reopen contracts. The
silence was deafening. On Wednesday Vanguardians published a paid advertisement showing how much 523 people
were paid in 2007, an amount that did NOT include the full taxpayer burden. See ad here. Apparently the ad didn’t sit
well with Mayor Drayman and Council members Najarian and Weaver as mentioned in a Thursday article in the GNP
There was no plot or conspiracy between Council member Yousefian and Vanguardians. Even though under section
501(h) of the Internal Revenue Code we could lobby for a cause as many other advocacy groups do, lobbying was not
involved as the ad was reportorial being after-the-fact. One of the goals of Vanguardians is to educate the public as to the
Accountable Government issues. From the number of calls and requests for Vanguard Weekly News, it appears that we
fulfilled our educational mission to

Provide, without bias, the timely dissemination of information and knowledge of government activities to the community and elected
officials

Build, train and empower a knowledgeable, aware and involved city-wide group to monitor the integrity, performance and
responsiveness of elected officials and each of the city's departments

Encourage, by example, a community free to exchange facts and opinions on public issues by facilitating open debate and discussion
on the issues

Demand accountability, effectiveness and responsiveness from our government without which there is a system out of control and
ripe for corruption

Make government acutely aware there is a community watching, monitoring and measuring their activities

You can be a sponsor of an ad that will reach many people in the City that aren’t ‘online’. Call Barry for
details 818 243 1502

8 Coming attractions
Saving money for the City -- a vision; The squeaky wheel gets the grease


http://www.opengovernmentinglendalecalifornia.org/06-18-08%20BA-GNP%20Ad.pdf
http://www.glendalenewspress.com/articles/2008/06/19/politics/gnp-yousefian19.txt

