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City TAKES $11,000,000 HIT ON MONDAY for the State’s share of Redevelopment money

The League of CA Cities described the Sacramento Superior Court ruling on Wednesday, May 5,
upholding the FY 2009-10 state budget bill redirecting $2.05 billion in local redevelopment funds to help fill
the state's budget deficit as an elaborate court-sanctioned shell game with public funds. This decision will
have devastating implications for the job creation programs of local redevelopment agencies, which in turn
would help revive the state's weakened economy and generate needed state and local tax revenue. [FULL STORY]

ARCADIA CA: Is IT DEJA vU FOR RICK CARUSO? His development called The Shops at Santa Anita seems to have all the
elements we saw in Glendale leading to the Town Center controversy (The Americana at Brand). The Arcadia project
started in 2005 and involves a change of ownership due to bankruptcy of the racetrack; a lawsuit involving another
shopping center, city residents resisting the project, government subsidies, and a City Council rooting for success. You
can find it all right here.

WHO GIVES MONEY TO MY ELECTED REPRESENTATIVE? Maplight has put the finishing touches on their searchable data base
for California Senate and Assembly along with the special interests that fund them. Check out this latest chink in the
armor of secrecy.

TELL ME Now! Councilmember Quintero has been demanding Vanguardians divulge its contributors list. The answer is to
be found in section 6, Denizens on the Dais.

The Gangs of Glendale. Now that we face a growing problem of drug use by high school students while funding for youth
programs remains minuscule, we need effective programs along with strategies toward dealing with youth at risk. Find
answers at the next event of the friends of the library's presentation. See Father Greg Boyle as he presents his latest
book: Tattoos of the Heart on Monday May 10th 7:00 at the Central Library.

Luna Playhouse, 3706 San Fernando Rd., presents the Sunshine Boys on Saturdays and Sundays in May and Aunt Dan
and Lemon on Thursdays and Fridays in May. Call 818 500 7200 for tickets and information. www.lunaplayhouse.org

Vanguardians is establishing a City Wide Financial Oversight Committee to review public documents and report on them.
If you have an interest, contact Barry Allen for details and a meeting.

Vanguard is published independently by Vanguardians, Inc. Advocating for Accountability— Our vision is to live in a community where all people can
enjoy accountability, integrity, effectiveness and responsiveness from our government.
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1 COMMENTARY

You may agree or disagree with the views below. Feel free to comment on them. The commentaries do not necessarily reflect the position of
Vanguardians
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From the Publisher... No TIME FOR AN EDITORIAL CALENDAR - POTPOURRI

PERIODICALLY | MEET WITH FORMER CITY COUNCIL MEMBERS who provide an inside view of the
workings of the city. We now have a greater understanding that a city manager is primarily a
political position. The city manager ingratiates himself with the newly elected Council member,
guides council members to accomplish their political favors. But Starbird only feeds them the
information that he wants them to have. The council members can’t really get from the staff an
independent opinion. In Glendale, everything gets filtered through Starbird. Often, it takes years for
some council members to start understanding the city’s financial reports, so they simply accept whatever
Starbird tells them. Some councilmen called it “Drinking the Starbird elixir.” It would take a long time for council
members to get out from under the spell, and when they wake up, the city unions have a firm hold of the city’s
revenues.

Starbird campaigned to rid the taxayer of the burden of paying for a comptroller under the pretext that it
was a waste of money. The Council could get all the financial information they needed to evaluate the real state
of the city from an independent comptroller. Today Starbird would say that the voters agreed and voted out the
position that reported directly to the City Council. But, the change was embedded in the Charter amendment a
few years ago. The outside auditor only audits what he is given. No more, no less. Fortunately, the public and the
Council have the dedication of activists who understand financial accounting and highlight what the city
manager won'’t tell them. The city council should get wise and get an independent opinion. What this city really
needs now is an elected city controller accountable only to the voters.

Steiger, Glenn | General Manager - GWP $230,268
Lins, Steven Assistant General $176,496 The city’s financial condition may get more
_Manager severe if the water revenue transfers are
Kavounas, Assistant General $176,496 challenged in court. Like the city of Los Angeles,
Peter _Manager Glendale is in violation of several issues... Prop
Abueg, Ramon Assistant General $176,496 218 and the illegality of transfers. The city of Los
Manager Angeles settled and rate-payers won.
Bassin, Ned Assistant General $176,496
Manager In the meantime, the salary and pensions
Fox, William Asst. GM $156,524 continue to increase.
Utility/Finance/Risk

Prop 218 mandates that water utility surpluses shall not be used to transfer monies to the General Fund.
Taxation related to property must first be approved by the voters. Since the law passed, Glendale has
transferred around 3 million per year. The city management, if challenged in court, would then need to come
up with over 30 million dollars to refund to rate payers and the schools.

Glendale started an innovative approach by transferring some employees to the GWP. But those tactics won’t

leave the city off-the-hook. Each year the pension obligations will consume more and more of the general fund
forcing the city council to either stop all capital improvements in the city or re-negotiate the golden pensions it
gave the four city employee unions. Let’s see whose interests the city council will support.

SHOULD THE TAXPAYERS PAY for license renewals required of employees to keep their jobs? In reviewing public
documents, we found that the taxpayers are paying for license renewals and required education to which
professionals must comply to keep their professional designation. Highly paid city lawyers, accountants and
others are able to go to posh resorts, sign in for training and enjoy the amenities at taxpayer expense. What is
next to be paid for by tax dollars, drivers license’s for police, fire engineers, sanitation workers and others
required to drive City vehicles? In private industry, at least those | checked with, employees pay for their own
licensing and re-certfication.

We are now studying the expenses charged on the 400 credit cards issued to City employees. But we are finding
that in the hundreds of thousands of dollars of credit card charges, some city executives have invited
themselves to some very expensive local dining. All they needed was to invite a past elected official to make it an
approved expense.

THE ABUSES IN GLENDALE ARE NOT UNIQUE TO US. Occasionally | get a complaint that Vanguard should be only
about Glendale. For a long time we felt the same way. But we now find that the abuses we find in Glendale
governance are not much different from what is taking place throughout California. Federal HUD money
goes to developers closely aligned to council members. Contracts for affordable housing often go to the



same people who are helping to fund council members’ polical campaigns, and Community Development
Block Grant funds get in the hands of some questionable beneficiaries. MTA money pays for transportation
needs but the vendors are not vetted properly. The same players are there in sister cities and the same
public unions are pushing cities into bankrupcy. You get the picture. Vanguard will continue to broaden the
readers horizons with what happens outside the Republic of Glendale.

WHY THE CALIFORNIA ATTORNEY GENERAL (AG) SHOULD LOOK INTO GLENDALE. In reality the AG is the chief law
enforcement officer in the state, as such, he is frequently asked to give his opinion on California law and
possible violations by local government officials. There was the solar energy opinion that said the City of
Glendale was not in compliance with the State law and was the subject of a closed session. The city presently
thumbs its collective nose at its failure to comply. The AG submitted an opinion that stated Performance
Bonuses were compensation and thus were required to be disclosed. So far the city attorney has refused to
comply. City activist Herbert Molano requested a list of gross annual yearly compensation paid to city executives
since 1999 - the year Starbird became city manager, but the city attorney’s office demanded a $4,000 fee to
produce the records.

AND ONE LAST COMMENT: When we read about the gadfly that stands up in a public stockholders meeting and
demands accountability from the board and management, we all applaud. When we hear about a
whistleblower that stood up to his superiors and blew the whistle about nefarious activities, we applaud and
give thanks to people like that. However, when people stand up for the right of the people to have an
accountable, responsible, responsive government in their local community many in the City say a silent
thank you while a few others sitting in the peanut gallery yell, boo and otherwise cajole those defenders of
our rights, while they collect defined pension benefits from their government employment. The question to
those who sit silently on the sidelines is, “when will you speak up?”

THEY CAME FIRST for the Communists,
and I didn't speak up because | wasn't a Communist.

THEN THEY CAME for the Jews,
and | didn't speak up because | wasn't a Jew.

THEN THEY CAME for the trade unionists,
amd | didn't speak up because | wasn't a trade unionist.

THEN THEY CAME for the Catholics,
and | didn't speak up because | was a Protestant.

THEN THEY CAME for me,
and by that time no one was left to speak up.

BARRY ALLEN

COMING: TAXPAYERS PAY THOUSANDS FOR FOOD AND BEVERAGE FOR CITY EXECUTIVES
s S . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Most people want the benefits of an accountable government but are afraid to work for accountability or to

support those that do often because they fear retaliation or are the beneficiaries of the largesse or corruption
of government

ON BEING THE SMALLER PERSON

If you like any CW original programming, Oral Communications was the event to watch on Tuesday the
5™, with fire spewing from both sides of the gate. Mike Mohill had the floor for a full five minutes where he
read aloud a letter of disenchantment with Council Member Frank Quintero. Mohill’s anger stemmed from
Quintero telling him and other community activists to “chill out” the week prior. Mohill stated that at one
time, Quintero had cared about hearing the public, even proposing to move the city council meeting from
the afternoon to the evening when more people could come. But now, charged Mohill, Quintero is
embedded in the political system, and less responsive to a public that doesn’t always agree with him.
Mohill capped his address with a list of the things Quintero has done to support spending beyond Glendale’s means, and
even saddled Quintero with behaving just like his “twin”, Dave Weaver. “Like Mr. Weaver, you are arrogant nowadays, you
are condescending nowadays, and you are dismissive nowadays of the public.”




When the council got around to addressing his comments, the initial tone was shock and indignation. Nervous laughter
came from Mayor Najarian as he let Quintero take the floor. One would think that no matter how silly or slanderous the
allegations were, a public official like Quintero would take this time to address Mohill's disenchantment with sincerity and
seriousness, which would mean he was acting in the very opposite manner described by Mohill. It seemed like a no-
brainer. Instead, he WAS dismissive. He WAS condescending. Laughing off the situation, he balked at Mohill’s claims.
Quintero said that he wasn’t addressing anyone else with the “chill out”
remark but Mohill, yet only a second later, he proceeded to rope in
Herbert Molano (calling him a “cohort”) and Barry Allen— condemning
both of them with Mohill. John Drayman smugly added the word “Triplet”
to all three frequent speakers which was a call back to Mohill's “Twin”
reference.

Quintero said all this through laughter and a big grin with which the
remaining majority of the council did not disappoint in disappointing.
Drayman used his time to grandstand and spin what Mohill had said into
a lesson on democracy flourishing in the chambers and in Glendale at
large (an argument without a reason as the closest thing Mohill said
about democracy was that Quintero was rude to those who were
practicing it), even closing with a phrase about Glendale’s public being
too smart to believe Mohill, an ender that smelled so phony, Drayman couldn’t but look at the floor as he said it. Friedman
threw in a zinger where “term limits” was the set-up and “elections” the punch line. It all felt rather sad and juvenile, like
junior high. And though it's understandable and even justified for Quintero to defend himself, the way in which he and his
peers took up the defense was pathetic, where it should have been political and pragmatic.

LAUREL MILLER
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COMMENTARY: DACHSHUNDS IN MONOPOLY-LAND

. . . . . . . . . . .

Pity employees with the long sad faces who work for Glendale Water and Power (GWP). | heard, during
the GWP commission meeting last Monday, that employee satisfaction may be lagging. The look of
concern from the GWP commissioners would’ve made a dachshund litter proud.

The problem is not that GWP employees are concerned about job security - They can’t be fired. It's not
that they have too many days of work — They receive all the holidays and vacation days typical of
government employees. It's not that they have a ruthless ruler who is making their life miserable — Glen Steiger is the
antithesis of an autocrat. It’s not that they have low paying jobs — They are very well paid. It’s not that they are worried
about their retirement — They got one huge permanent pension benefit increase in 2005.

It turns out that what is making our privileged employees so sad is the recent news that the monopoly next door, in Los
Angeles, just got their city council to approve a generous pay increase. Instantly, our Glendale Water and Power
employees are no longer so happy. Someone, someplace, is getting more money than they are. Someone else, working
for another public monopoly, just got their union negotiating entity to persuade their DWP commission and city council to
suck in more money from the ratepayers and give them another hefty pay raise.

So it appears that some GWP employees are now very sad. GWP employees will be crying to the city council: "Mommy,
(sniff, sniff,) little Johnny at LADWP just got a bigger candy bar. That's not fair!" It won't matter to these public employees
that the people they serve locally are paying some of the highest utility rates in California. It doesn’t matter to them that
GWP customers are begging to have their utility bills reduced, deferred or subsidized. It doesn’t matter that thousands of
utility customers are now without a job.

It doesn’t matter that consumers of electricity must choose between paying their utility bill or buying luxuries like meat and
poultry. It seems that we need to act now to provide relief. Our GWP employees are suffering from a bad case of salary
envy.

It appears that the most severe economic downturn in the last seventy years will not prevent the monopolist mindset from
getting at our money. No matter the hardship to the customer. If the commodity is essential to life, like water and energy,
then they can squeeze the locked-in customer for all he’s worth. All the monopolist needs as justification for his feelings of
unfair treatment is the awful thought that someone, someplace is getting a bigger paycheck.



Folks, don’t look for empathy from those who control the monopoly. If the city council members want to stay on the job to
play “Who gets to find the next big vendor,” they need to comply with the public union’s demand to play inter-city salary
leapfrog. It's easy. It's just somebody else's money - the shrinking taxpayer's money.

A monopoly is in many ways like a dictatorship of a small third-world country, not unlike Baby Doc Duvalier ruling over
Haiti by keeping his militia well stocked while the people starve. Instead of "Baby Doc," we have life-long bureaucrat and
now Councilman David Weaver keeping other bureaucrats fat and happy with the latest salary
and benefit scheme.

Here is a reality-check for any GWP employee who is feeling sad and lonely about his sudden
pay incompatibility. Go join the National Guard and follow our enlisted men and women who
volunteered to defend our country’s interests abroad. Then ask to be paid on the same salary
scale as they are. That rate-payer who is supporting your well-paying, fire-proof job, may
have already served his country in war, or has close relatives who are serving now, or may be
standing today in an unemployment line.

Complaining GWP employees won't be getting any Dachshund looks from me. And if they are inclined to quit or leapfrog
out of their GWP job, we can help them out by holding open the exit doors. HERBERT MOLANO
COMMENTARY Il THE WORST-RUN PUBLIC MONOPOLY IN AMERICA
Why taxpayers are now on life-support

. . . . . . e e e . . e e .

If you wanted to see a text-book case of why government should stay out of private business, the Glendale EMS or
paramedic service would be a grand example.

For twenty years, until 1999 Glendale residents were well-served by the private ambulance service. Tens of thousands of
patients were attended to and taken to emergency hospitals at relatively little cost to the city. Throughout the nation,
millions more are saved by these private ambulance services. Yet, our EMS, this government
model of inefficiency, is now costing taxpayers millions of dollars more to run, with uncontrolled
costs and more blatant abuse expected in the future.

city council, or on paper, an evaluation of the EMS cost trends or effectiveness. This group
reports to no-one. No real oversight is exercised by the council members. They dare no
evaluation on the EMS performance.

About a week ago, as | exited the 134 freeway at Monterrey, | saw a single car accident where
a driver ran into a traffic control curb just outside the freeway off ramp. It was a little more than a fender bender, and the
driver was standing next to the car. Perhaps the driver’s air-bag deployed and someone called 911. But next to this
accident was a paramedic ambulance, cop cars and a 40-foot ladder truck impeding traffic.

Why the paramedics would think up using such a huge vehicle to attend to these types of calls is still a mystery to me.
Although paramedics in ladder trucks carry the “Jaws of Life” no one questions whether there is an alternative to this
inefficiency, or if the 911 operator can ask some questions concerning the severity of the accident to see if the Jaws of
Life are needed.

Often, in the early morning, | find the same dual equipment show in front of Autumn Hills Health Care Center at 424 N.
Glendale Avenue. The same early morning run must be taking place at other facilities where very ill elderly patients die
overnight, someone needs a confirmation of death, or they need routine transports to the hospital. Maybe they figure
they’ll need the Jaws of Life to extricate a deceased client.

The inefficiencies must be staggering. The cost of operations has skyrocketed from 2 million in 1999 to over 12 million
expected this year. Current subsidies from the General fund is fast approaching 5 million dollars per year, yet none of the
council members seem eager to tackle this growing financial burden. But that’s not all. The costs to California taxpayers
must be huge. The bulk of the GFD billing goes to Sacramento for processing. [Reimbursement from Calfire]

Glendale government runs like the evil twin of private business. While private enterprise is relentlessly driving costs down,
increasing efficiencies, and removing needless layers of managers and wasteful practices, our local government seems
relentless in driving costs up. Look at the huge list of designated captains and supervisors at the GFD. It is as if for every
two employees, you need a squadron of managers.



Glendale has a city government that in ten years doubled its budget while the population grew by a scant 5% . While the
Consumer Price Index grew by 25% the GFD grew its budget by 100%. If that were not enough, the city council approved
hundreds of millions of dollars of additional debt in that period.

For years, private industry relentlessly drove efficiencies up. In the mid-1980’s a solid- state memory bank for large
computers would cost nearly $250,000 for about ¥4 gigabyte. Today, a flash memory eight times that capacity costs less
than $4 dollars.

To me, the contest for America’s future is not between Islam and Western societies. It is not really between us and China.
To me, it is between private industry trying to improve efficiencies fast enough to stay above the inefficiencies and waste
that government employee unions and clue-less bureaucrats are imposing on us.

Sadly, | must report that the efficiency curb by private industry, and the inefficiency curb driven by government may have
crossed. Eighty percent of our economy is being driven down by the twenty percent public sloth that is sucking the oxygen
out of our economic engine and our hard-earned income. Need proof? Just look a the growing list of local governments
running a deficit. Yet despite the government’s growing costs, they keep their dismal performance results to themselves.

Here is a basic question I've been asking for several years: For the last accounting year, what percentage of 911 calls for
heart attacks victims result in a patient arriving alive (with a heart beat) at the emergency room? | am still waiting for an
answer.

What this city desperately needs is a leader with the acumen of Jack Welch of General Electric or Lou Gerstner of IBM to
turn it around. The taxpayers are desperate for a real hero who can slay our monopolistic dragons. HERBERT MOLANO
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COMMENTARY llI: THOUGHTS ABOUT GLENDALE'S TWO MONOPOLIES

S IM\M’ 'Lﬂﬁ“&\ Organiz_a}tions_ Without excellent leadership generally become co_mplace_nt,.and ir_1 time, the _
‘ ) N a-| competition will cripple them or supplant them. We've seen that in our lifetime with automobiles
= \ brands that no longer exist and computer companies that were swallowed up by others. But the
A w| lessons of competition are never faced by our entrenched city monopolies.

T : % -, . — o .
] ¢ E By contrast, the overriding key to business success for organizations that thrive is a determined
=l ) % and relentless attention to the customer. Watch as McDonald's looks for lower prices, changes

I3 ﬁm ’gm Tip s the menu, and finds a way to take Starbucks customers. Watch as Dell configures the computers
' to your exact specifications and lowers the prices. Watch as Apple epitomizes a relentless drive
toward the perfect and most intuitive system design, drives up reliability, increases performance and lowers costs.

These companies are as focused on competitive prices as they are in cutting costs to the bone. They remove layers of
management, make all managers customer-driven, and drive hard towards the use of technology to stay competitive. But
these lessons of the real world are in a language inaccessible to the two city monopolies, and to all the current council
members. They all lack real business experience with the relentless pressure on costs, market share and profits. On the
bridge of this ship, we have a cornucopia of inexperienced leadership with a "devil-may-care" attitude.

For example, since 2004 commercial electrical use has hardly changed in Glendale. The city sold 341,000 kilowatt hours
of electricity in 2004 and it sold 342,000 in 2009. Even allowing for some fluctuation in the intervening years, you find that
there is no concern about the customer costs or attracting business with good rates. Instead, electrical rates for
commercial customers went up nearly 30%. as it did for residential rates - A steady relentlessly upward increase.

Yet despite nearly flat consumption trends and trends that show lower consumption this year from last year, the GWP and
the city council are now considering more rate increases. To them, the less you consume, the higher your rate will be.
What about asking them to control costs, cut managers, reduce pensions, drive contract costs down? That's too much
work. With a monopoly, internal staff can continue to expect pay and benefit increases and they can pass along the higher
rates to customers who are locked in. We don't have a rate advocate on the GWP commission. We don't have a single
advocate for the rate-payer on the city council. That is the nature of a monopoly. The worse management in the world can
run such an organization so long as they have a guaranteed customer who can't run to a competitor. | for one, would like
to buy my power from Burbank and my paramedic service from AMR. Either way, as taxpayers, we would come out
ahead. HERBERT MOLANO

890 l Glendale residential foreclosures as of 5/7/10



TAKE ACTION = GET INVOLVED - BE INFORMED - SHARE VANGUARD - VOLUNTEER

ZShOUt BOX ED - Letters published do not necessarily express the opinion of Vanguardians, Vanguard News Service, the

organization or Barry Allen. Names are used only when requested. Initials are used as there are people, believe it or not, who are concerned with
retaliation or have issues before a legislative body. Letters will be published that are signed and are not hate oriented.

GLENDALE - In what seems to be a topsy-turvy chapter of Alice in Wonderland, the citizens of
Glendale have achieved, and beat their goal of reducing water usage in the city.

Their reward? Higher rates. Due to their efforts the citizens will be rewarded with...HIGHER RATES.
Because there is less water being used, revenues are down at Glendale Water and Power and a rate
increase to make up the shortfall is expected. Is this nuts or what? MD

[ED — Regarding Herbert Molano Commentary]: Great write up and visuals. Had intended to commend you for a nice
article in last week's Vanguard, now you provide a better version. Well Done! The graphics make the case quite well.

What with the recent GNP article relating the budget/pension issues to Glendale (after articles in the various other
media, going back to 2003 for Forbes and Fortune exposes on pension costs) one would hope that the Citizens and
Council will not only pay attention, but will take some action. Don't hold your breath, just yet. They will continue to
stonewall until they figure an easy way out. Then their quick and easy fix will be announced with some fanfare. They will
also take all the credit for saving the City! Keep up the good work. NF
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3 Public % Information
"Just the facts" ‘

Can | see the city’s settlement agreement with police officers? Thanks to the First Amendment Coalition

Home Page of Open Government (???) in Glendale California

Click to view the agenda City Council Housing Authority Redevelopment Agency

Meetings at City Hall (CH) are in the Council Chambers, 2" Floor at 613 E Broadway.

Meetings at the Municipal Services Bldg. (MSB) are in room 105 at 633 E Broadway.

Meetings at the Perkins Bldg (PB) are in the Conference Room at 141 N Glendale Ave.
Phone numbers are in area code 818 unless noted otherwise

Please note: City Council Chambers will be closed from March 17 through May 31. All meetings that are normally held in
Chambers will be moved to Room 105 of the Municipal Services Building, 633 E. Broadway.

Monday, May 10 Special Meeting — Budget Study Session —2:00 pm,
Budget Study Session — 10:00 am, MSB 8) 548-4844 MSB 548-4844
Comm. on the Status of Women — 6:30 pm, MSB 548-4844

Community Meeting — Post Station Fire Rainy Season

Tuesday, May 11 Update — RE: Sediment Placement Site adjacent to
2:30 pm MSB Housing Authority; Redevelopment Agency Deukmejian Park — 7:00 pm, Center for Spiritual Living,
Joint Meeting —RE: Proposed Amendment 4845 Dunsmore Ave.,La Crescenta. (818) 548-3900
to the Central Glendale Redevelopment Program area; and

Public Hearing regarding the Grand Central Creative Campus Friday, May 14

Phase I Coffee with the C.O.P.P.S. — 5:00 pm, Starbucks,

6:00 pm City Council 548-4844 3747 Foothill Blvd., La Crescenta. 548-4015
Wednesday, May 12 Saturday, May 15

Glendale Planning Hearing Officer — 9:30 am MSB 548-2140 Deukmejian Park Fire Recovery Project — 8:30 am,

3429 Markridge Dr., La Crescenta.548-3795
Thursday, May 13
Comm. on the Status of Women — Jewels of Glendale Award Luncheon +eslie Brand Birthday Celebration — 1:00 pm,
11:30 am, Embassy Suites, 800 N. Central Ave., Glendale. 548-4844 Brand Library & Art Center, 1601 W. Mountain 548-3795


http://srv.ezinedirector.net/?n=3727489&s=51202424
http://opengovernmentinglendalecalifornia.org/
http://www.ci.glendale.ca.us/agenda.asp?OrganizationID=4
http://www.ci.glendale.ca.us/agenda.asp?OrganizationID=37
http://www.ci.glendale.ca.us/agenda.asp?OrganizationID=176

4Vanguardians

Vanguardians, a local government accountability organization, needs a volunteer construction project manager. We
sometimes find it necessary to review public documents such as construction plans, bid documents, work and change
orders and want a chartered professional to prepare our reports.

FOR SALE.... a 1975 34’ Silverton twin engine Cabin Cruiser located in Long Beach. Serious inquiries only. Revenue will
be used for Vanguardians operations.

Vanguard is following the Charter Cable Lawsuit (2); the 5 GPD officers; Ovasapyan; Foothill Lumber; AlIG (Gladys); they
can be found at www.vanguardians.org

Get breaking News by signing up for an RSS feed at www.vanquardians.org

VANGUARDIANS needs your Continuing Financial Support
Please make checks payable to “VANGUARDIANS” Mail to: POB 11202 Glendale, CA 91226

Your contributions are tax deductible. You will receive a receipt for income tax purposes
You may donate online at www.vanguardians.org

1 The Ralph M Brown Act that mandates legislative bodies to provide each of us an opportunity to speak and
requires that agendas are posted and meetings open.

1 The California Public Records Act (PRA) is the tool we use to get information about the operations of
government.

1 The Political Reform Act of 1974 allows public access to the financial reports of public officials.

To become more involved in your community, to learn how to use these important tools, you can go online to
www.vanguardians.org or call 818 243 1502

5 l ‘the IﬂSlder is written by city employees that care about the way the City is run. As they are concerned about

retaliation, their identities are secret. Vanguard provides them the opportunity to have this forum. The comments are their own.

& ‘ On Holiday Grieving over Civil Service Commission appointment

NAACP vs Alabama 1958: Facts of the Case:

THE DENIZENS ON THE DAIS As part of its strategy to enjoin the NAACP from operating,
Alabama required it to reveal to the State's Attorney General the
names and addresses of all the NAACP's members and agents
in the state.

Some men are born mediocre, some men achieve mediocrity,
and some men have mediocrity thrust upon them. —
Joseph Heller, Catch 22.

Question: Did Alabama's requirement violate the Due Process

When did it begin? Clause of the Fourteenth Amendment?
Weaver* | Quintero | Najarian | Drayman* | Friedman
1997 2001 2005 2007 2009 Conclusion: Yes. The unanimous Court held that a compelled

disclosure of the NAACP's membership lists would have the
effect of suppressing legal association among the group's
members. Nothing short of an "overriding valid interest of the
State,” something not present in this case, was needed to justify
Alabama's actions.
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* Drayman and Weaver terms end in April 2011
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7 NEWS BRIEFS FROM THE NEIGHBORHOOD

Los Angeles is facing a terminal fiscal crisis: Between now and 2014 the city will likely declare bankruptcy. Yet Mayor
Antonio Villaraigosa and the City Council have been either unable or unwilling to face this fact.

According to the city's own forecasts, in the next four years annual pension and post-retirement health-care
costs will increase by about $2.5 billion if no action is taken by the city government. Even if Mr. Villaraigosa were to
enact drastic pension reform today—which he shows no signs of doing—the city would only save a few hundred million
per year.

SACRAMENTO, Calif. — Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger won the right to raid local redevelopment funds to help close
California's budget deficit, but the court ruling provides only a ray of good news in an otherwise bleak fiscal outlook.
Sacramento County Superior Court Judge Lloyd Connelly ruled that the state can take more than $2 billion from local
redevelopment funds and transfer the money to school operations. Local governments objected to diverting the money,
which generally is used to promote public works projects and rehabilitate downtowns. The Redevelopment Association
plans on appealing the decision.

Big lawsuit in CalPERS scandal California officials sued the former chief executive of CalPERS and his close friend, a
former pension fund board member turned placement agent, in the influence-peddling scandal that's been simmering at
CalPERS for months.
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