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VOTE TUESDAY 

The four stages of Vanguardians ―First they ignore you, then they laugh at you, then they fight you, then you win.‖ 
Mahatma Gandhi describing the stages of establishment resistance to a winning strategy of nonviolent advocacy 

 
 

*Ratings for City Council Candidates: 

Bruce Philpott    #1   with a score of 87 

Bob Yousefian   #2   with a score of 82 

Aram Kazazian   #3   with a score of 62 
 

Headline News! Rumor has it! 

In what may be the most bizarre front page story in Glendale's history, the GNP now raises rumor to the level of 
news. We now have before our eyes the GNP transformation from a newspaper into a tabloid. A rumor no one has 
ever heard before becomes the top story.  
 
Let's start a new rumor. Rupert Murdoch to purchase the GNP. Impressed by the made-up rumor of Laura 
Friedman's cancer relapse, the tabloid king offers to purchase city newspaper and names retiring mayor John 
Drayman as editor-in-chief with ex-mayor extraordinaire Larry Zarian as publisher.  
 
We haven't seen an effort to go after the sympathy vote at this election until now. No one can deny that a rumor 
exists - it's right there in the front page of Glendale's new tabloid. 

  
LOS ANGELES -- Some good news in the midst of the recession greeted Los Angeles water customers when, on March 25th 
the Los Angeles Superior Court issued a tentative ruling in LA vs. All Persons finding the City's practice of padding water bills to 
pay for unrelated City expenses to be unconstitutional. 

The City has, for many years, charged its customers more than necessary for their water in order to create an annual 
multi-million dollar surplus in its Water Fund, which the City Council then spends on other things. For example, in the 2006-07 
fiscal year, the City was set to transfer nearly $30 million from its Department of Water and Power (DWP) to the General Fund, 
to be spent at the Council's discretion. 

However, in 2006, the Supreme Court ruled in Bighorn-Desert View Water Agency v. Verjil that the provisions of 
Proposition 218, the "Right to Vote on Taxes Act" apply to fees for water service. 
Proposition 218 requires that fees charged for a property-related service not exceed the cost of providing that service and "not 
be used for any purpose other than that for which the fee or charge was imposed." 

The City filed a "validation action," suing all of its citizens, and seeking a court order allowing the continued transfer of 
funds from DWP to the General Fund. By filing a validation action against "all persons," the City served its suit by running a 
small ad in a newspaper, hoping no one would notice. The City chose a little-read trade publication, but the ad was spotted by a 
concerned taxpayer who contacted the Howard Jarvis Taxpayers Association. HJTA attorneys then jumped to action, appearing 
in court on behalf of their members who are Los Angeles water customers.  

Judge Kenneth Freeman made his decision on the LADWP. His tentative ruling states, "Proposition 218 prohibits the 
City and its Department of Water and Power from transferring surplus revenue derived from water service fees to the City's 
Reserve Fund, General Fund, or any other fund for expenditure on non-water related purposes. The $29,931,300 transfer via 
resolution number 007-106 and City Ordinance number 178451 is unconstitutional and void." The Judge ordered that the 
transferred money be repaid. Thanks to Howard Jarvis TPA. 

[ED – This lawsuit may have far reaching implications for Glendale for transferring GWP funds that were intended 
for rebuilding and maintaining the infrastructure. Vanguardians filed a PRAR] 

Vote ‗NO‘ on the Utility Users Tax 
The City is spending a considerable amount of money to stop you from voting NO. 

Stand up to the politicians Speak out to your neighbors and Vote NO 
  

*The ratings were made by voters and are not an endorsement by Vanguardians 
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http://pasadenasubrosa.typepad.com/pasadena_sub_rosa/2009/04/pasadena-water-overcharge-tax-illegal-.html
http://www.vanguardians.org/
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 The City in its effort to get you to vote affirmatively on the Utility Users Tax has been mailing flyers at FULL 
42¢ postage instead of the 24¢ presort but then they have lots of money. What is 18¢ times let‘s say 
50,000? It‘s only $9K. Let‘s examine the preamble of the latest mailer and the points made. First off the 
preamble says what the money was spent on in the past…not that it went to the General Fund to pay 
salaries and benefits. By the City‘s own statement a NO vote will continue to provide $8.9M. Does it make 
sense that if they cut the rate the tax will bring in the same amount? 
 

 Point 1 – A fair and equitable tax if you vote yes? If you vote no it won‘t be? Is the City saying that we have 
been unfairly taxed for all these years? 

 

 Point 2 – The changes in the tax laws were several years ago and the City has been violating those laws. It 
is asking you to fix their mistake, the mistake made by managers and attorneys that are paid over $100,000 
each year 

 

 Point 3 – Here the City stated they are making great attempts to keep it ―revenue neutral‖ while the Finance 
Director has shown the City will make more money with the rate decrease. Does that make sense? 

 

 Point 4 – This does not address the issue of ―bundled‖ items. I look at a Charter Communications bill for 
both Internet and Cable and see a tax on both. Check your bundled bill. 

 

 Point 5 – Like all public documents the ‗audits‘ are presently available. All you have to do is file a public 
records act request. 

 

 Point 6 – The City says that if the tax remains at 7% the City will be subject to a legal challenge. That is 
disingenuous. We are all subject to legal challenges. Is the City withholding information?  

 

Let‘s vote NO and still put $8.9M into the General Fund by leaving things the way they are. 
 

 The City asked Vrej Agajanian for equal time on the UUT issue on his TV show. Lucy Varpetian, of the City 
Attorney‘s office, and  Assistant City Manager Bob McFall wanted to counter Barry Allen. It is that important 
for the City to win. If the City wins, the taxpayers lose. Agajanian asked about ―bundling‖ and the response 
was that the bundlers would break that out. However, looking at Charter Communications bills for services, 
shows that the Internet is being taxed presently. The threshhold amount for low income adjustments is a 
fixed amount and is not tied to HUD. The City is desperate for the money. They claim it is ―revenue 
neutral‖…how can that be if they are cutting the tax rate?  

 

 The last 460s (Campaign Disclosure forms) before the election are online at the City Clerk‘s website. 
Smart contributors wait to have their contributions counted after the election. The voter is kept in the dark 
about late contributions until then. Slate mailers and Independent Expenditures Committees may file 
sometime. The GMA (Glendale Managers Association) the donor of big numbers tries not to file the 
required forms. The FPPC sent them another warning letter for failure to comply with the Political Reform 
Act and as this is the second warning have reopened the file to take more stringent action. 

 

 A second Hatch Act complaint was filed against City staff for using City computers and email system to get 
City workers to campaign for Frank Quintero. One would wonder why it is so important to win an election 
that one would break the law to do it. The first complaint was filed against members of the fire department 
for using on duty time and City equipment to influence the outcome of the election. 

 

 Playwright and Director, Council Candidate Aramazd Stepanian is working on a new play – working title -- 
The Diaries of Two Council Members on a Tour of the World in Search of Ideas for Glendale. So the story 
begins when Council Member Bob Yousefian, dragging Council Member Dave Weaver behind him, goes 
on a tour of the world. They visit many places, see many historic monuments, visit shows and plays and 
concerts, etc. Great Wall of China, the Eiffel Tower, a Burlesque Show in Paris, a Song Concert in 
Armenia, a Singer-Songwriter of protest songs, a serious play based on the Jack and the Beanstalk story 
(done by the Ultra Conservative Women for Better Understanding of Value of Protection of Status Quo and 
Home Ownership Society), a stand up comedienne, and so on... 

 

 Social Security Administration gives a heads-up to the 53M recipients that they shouldn‘t look for a COLA 
increase for the next three years. "No COLAs are currently projected . . . from 2010 through 2012," 
Congressional Budget Office said. After that, CBO projects COLAs of less than 2% through 2019. 

 

 On April 1, Californians began to pay for their leaders' failures 
 

http://www.investors.com/editorial/IBDArticles.asp?artsec=16&artnum=1&issue=20090331
http://www.dailybreeze.com/opinions/ci_12042291
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 From LA Daily News: Even as Los Angeles looks at the prospect of bringing in $280 million to $1 billion in 
federal stimulus funds, some officials warned Tuesday that the city still needs to reduce its pension costs 
and should not use the money to hire new workers. Speaking to a new subcommittee created to review 
federal stimulus spending, Chief Legislative Analyst Gerry Miller warned the new budget being completed 
by Mayor Antonio Villaraigosa will reduce the size of the city's work force. And Councilmen Bernard Parks 
and Bill Rosendahl, both members of the Budget and Finance Committee, warned that the city's pension 
costs continue to grow and threaten the ability to pay for existing programs. One suggestion was a two 
tiered system for new hires. 

 

 LA Daily News: The report released this week by schools Inspector General Jerry Thornton suggests that voters have 
been fooled again. Leagues of high-paid consultants found a comfortable home in the school district's facilities 
department and pretty much set down roots, courtesy of the billions that Angelenos are paying through assessments 
on their property taxes. In 2006-2007 the district spent $186 million on consultants in that one division alone - or $77 
million more that it might have cost if they had used regular employees for the same jobs, according to Thornton's 

report. [ED – Glendale has so many consultants the City can‘t provide a list. The list Vanguard has been 
given contains only those that receive $25,000 or more.] 

 

 Starting April 1, every time you pay a little bit more for socks, toothpaste, a computer or a new car, you can 
thank the state Legislature and governor of California. 

They were the ones who approved the temporary 1 percent sales tax increase to help fill a gaping 
hole in the state budget and end a financial crisis that was threatening to shut down the state government. 
Of course, they were also the ones who allowed the gaping hole to form in the first place, but we'll get to 
that in a minute. 

Now, every time you stock up on household supplies, or celebrate a birthday at a local restaurant, 
or replace an aging appliance, your bill will be higher. One extra cent for every dollar you spend. 

 

 In response to last week‘s question about where to cut expenses. Here are some suggestions: 
  Get rid of Employee Health Services 

 Combine the GFD HR department with the City HR – Chief Scoggins said the GFD doesn‘t have an 
HR Department yet the GFD personnel assignment show a Human Resources & Community Services 
section with 12 people assigned. 
 Give up the Blackberry‘s 
 Do away with Beeline Route 13.  In the last 6 months of 2008 the cost was $21,299 with revenue of 
$771.90 

  Do away with take home vehicles 
Cut OT to Zero 

 

 Glendale Family Jewels takes on the City voting issue 
 

 Doing business in Glendale. Business must be booming at the Embassy Suites and Marie Callendars. 
When they were offered opportunities for more business they never responded. 
 

JOIN US THIS FRIDAY and EVERY FRIDAY from 7-9AM Everyone is Welcome 
  

Vanguardians Weekly City Business  
and Networking Breakfast 

 
      

 Meet Friends, Colleagues, Customers, Clients and Service providers.  

 Have time to engage them.  

 Learn about serious issues facing Glendale 

 Bring your issues – It‘s about YOU! 

 Learn to be a part of the solution instead of the problem  

 Meeting cost is a minimum donation of $12.  

 A sumptuous breakfast is served. 

 

   

 

 

 

 

For more information contact Barry Allen  
Info@vanguardians.org or 818 745 6770 

Remember, bring business cards! 
                Nothing to join – No Dues -- No membership fees  

 
 

   

   

location 

 
206 W Colorado 
Glendale 91201 

http://www.dailynews.com/news/ci_12041893
http://www.dailynews.com/opinions/ci_12041414
http://glendalefamilyjewels.blogspot.com/2009/03/gusd-brown-act-violation.html
mailto:Info@vanguardians.org
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 Join the Vanguardians Conference call every Wednesday at 11 AM and by popular demand a 
later call at 7PM also on Wednesday (No Wednesday evening call this week due to Passover).  
A discussion of the previous City Council meeting, upcoming events and more. Learn how to 
participate in Glendale government.  Call 1-270-696-1555 Access code 521782# to ask 
questions and get answers.  

 

 If you have issues with the City and fear retaliation, send them to Vanguardians and we‘ll share them 
with the appropriate department assuring your anonymity.  

 
advertisement 

 Money Line Capital Inc. offers innovative financing for 
your business – Contact Arie Shen at (949) 265-2928 or 
arie@mlinecap.com with any questions you have about 
getting the money necessary for your business. 

 
All that is necessary for the triumph of evil is for good women & men to do nothing 

 
City Council report card 

 Council 3-31 Contact info 

Drayman D jdrayman@ci.glendale.ca.us; 

Najarian A anajarian@ci.glendale.ca.us; 

Quintero B+ fquintero@ci.glendale.ca.us; 

Weaver F dweaver@ci.glendale.ca.us; 

Yousefian A byousefian@ci.glendale.ca.us; 
 

Drayman - for adding rehearsed skits and organized drama throughout the meeting. At one point even lashing out 
at Najarian‘s request to discuss ethics. How appropriate it would have been. Drayman apparently had other plans. 
The printed script was already distributed for the evening. The only thing missing was the Playbill.  
 

Najarian - for truly taking the council to task on a planned discussion of "Ethics" and for remaining firm on his 
design concept for a community pool that actually includes the ability to dive.   
 

Quintero - for standing firm on his position not to roll out a million dollars to the planning department "just because" 
and without supervision of the council.  
 

Weaver - for blatantly asking voters to vote for a certain candidate while council was in session. The F is for being a 
weasel and retracting his statement with a quick (under his breath) apology within seconds after CCM Najarian 
challenged Weaver's questionable behavior.    
 

Yousefian -  for requesting that an item on the agenda be sent back for revision and a categorized separation due 
to a conflict of interest for CCM Yousefian. The A is for his diligence and honesty.    
  

 
 

Diving in Head First 
Just like a library, a public swimming pool is about access. A communal pool lets anybody, be they 
rich or poor, black or white, young or old, have a place to relax and enjoy the health benefits of 
swimming, and just like libraries, city officials should work hard to make sure access does not dry up. 

Municipal pools have been staples of their communities since the late 1800s. They have 
been a part of local and national histories, and to this day distinguish themselves as a last bastion for 
social congregation. Beyond their roots as working class refuges and political battlegrounds (think 
1950's segregated swimming), they have had their practical purposes, too. From a cool dip on a 

sweltering summer's day, to a place for the entire family, the community pool is a fixture of the American city.  
Glendale has been suffering a dry spell when it comes to the public pool since 2003 when the Edison 

School-Pacific Park complex was put in and the Pacific Park community pool was taken out. This week's decision 
on the direction of the proposed community pool was, as Mayor Draymen put it, their "One shot to fix something 
that shouldn‘t have been tampered with."  

Though talks have been in the works for several years now, much of the council is eager to make 2009 the 
year things get done, even when California, and the rest of the nation is in a recession. It is this fact that motivated 
Council Member Weaver to walk out in protest at a February 2009 council meeting in favor of pushing the project 
forward. This meeting saw a less theatrical version of the 70-year Glendale resident, who seemed rundown and 
outnumbered as the only council member in favor of not moving past the design stage. 

mailto:arie@mlinecap.com
mailto:jdrayman@ci.glendale.ca.us;
mailto:anajarian@ci.glendale.ca.us;
mailto:fquintero@ci.glendale.ca.us;
mailto:dweaver@ci.glendale.ca.us;
mailto:byousefian@ci.glendale.ca.us;
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The pool project has been pushed hardest by council member Ara Najarian, who in one of the most over-
the-top performances of this election season, repeatedly bashed the designers of the pool for their lack of 
understanding in Pool Fundamentals 101 -  diving! The two models they presented did not allow enough head room 
to dive safely. The designers seemed a little baffled by his outburst since they had been asked just a month before 
to bring in a design option under six million dollars, they still worked swiftly to find a solution. According to their 
aquatic consultant, 6.6ft is the amount of depth that safely accommodates diving. Najarian ultimately had to 
compromise a larger "L" shaped pool, in favor of a design cheaper by $1.3 million - a rectangular six lane pool that 
would permit diving. 

Council member Frank Quintero, who was impressed by the green aspects of the designs, mocked 
Najarian by stating the council would not be "Taking away anybody's civil rights" by not allowing them to dive; 
Quintero was working off Najarian's dramatic tone, but it didn‘t take long for him to back down and go with whatever 
the majority wanted. Drayman was equally true to form, mitigating the two sides and snickering at the histrionics. 

The public had several issues - from landscaping to installation of a diving board, yet, even the citizens who 
most openly criticize the misuse of tax payer funds want the full shebang. An "anything worth doing is worth doing 
right" attitude permeated the meeting, suggesting that a community pool is top priority for Glendale.  

Council Reporter Laurel Miller is a Vanguard volunteer 
 

 
 

Thought for the week: Sound moral character does not grow out of avoiding those ideas and concepts 
with which we do not agree, but rather out of learning to choose from the open market place of human 
thought those concepts which are creative and worthwhile.  Rabbi Morris N. Kertzer 

 
 Vanguard is published independently by Vanguardians, Inc. Advocating for Accountability– Our vision is to live in a community where all 
people, regardless of geography, background or economic status, can enjoy accountability, integrity, effectiveness and 
responsiveness from our elected officials and each of the city's departments, through grass roots involvement, engagement and 
advocacy. 
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1  You may agree or disagree with the views below. Feel free to comment on them. 

 

From the Publisher….   

 
Every day we hear, read and see more information that shows our legislators have been 
very generous with our money. The State of California just borrowed more money that 
we, the taxpayer and generations of taxpayers, will have to pay back to the creditors.  
 Years ago we had smaller governments paying less than private industry and our 
legislators gave generous retirement benefits. Many people worked for government until 
a private sector job came along. Then government said they would raise payscales to 

keep their workers and compete with private industry. Unfortunately there were no measurements to 
determine who were productive workers and who weren‘t. So the mediocre worker stays in his position. 
One such worker sits on the Glendale City Council and brags about how he stayed in the same job for 
37 years. 
 That City Council member now is in the position to pay more people in his image and stick the 
taxpayers with the bill. 
 Our legislators (in Glendale there are 5 sitting as a body called the City Council) have created a 
new class of society, the enriched City Employee that not only is well paid by any standard but can 
retire at up to 90% of their last year salary. 
 We all have heard that Social Security will run out in this century but when knowledgeable people 
speak about government pension programs like CALPERS or CALSTERS, the voter is conflicted 
because he/she wants to believe their Council is looking out for the people of Glendale and have a hard 
time understanding that there is only so much revenue and it is reducing due to the recession while 
personnel costs continue to rise.  
 Politicians and Management use scare tactics so you will blindly follow them. In several days you 
have an opportunity to review what council members are up for re-election and how much they have 
helped reduce spending – think school resource officers, traffic enforcement, reduced library and parks 
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hours – they, like the State, have robbed the treasury to pay those salaries and we have seen the result 
of pandering to employees…the independent expenditures for a constant barrage of mailers and 
walking the streets to keep the overtime coming. 
 Just before the election you heard that the FireFighters will give up $3,000,000 of COLA for the 
next two years but you did not hear them say they would cut the estimated $16,000,000 worth of 
overtime or change the City‘s share of Calpers pension, of at least $35,000 a firefighter, or $20,000 for 
medical insurance or $15,000 for compensation insurance. 
 One way you can help restore accountability is to vote NO on the UUT. Another is to vote out-of-
office those that have shown they have no fiscal accountabilty and vote in those that support fiscal 
accountability. 
 Unlike the Unions and the GNP, Vanguardians doesn‘t take taxpayer money from the City; we are 
supported by the contributions from our community. Even though there are many restrictions placed on 
501C3 organizations by the Federal government we can take positions like the Vote NO on the UUT. We 
cannot endose candidates for election, nor can we support or oppose them. We can rate them and that 
is what we did with the help of the voters. The three highest rated candidates are listed above.   
 We encourge you to review the issues and the candidates‘ stance on them. Vote wisely, 
intelligently and for the best interest of Glendale. Barry Allen 
 

Insanity: doing the same thing over and over again and expecting different results. Albert Einstein  
 

Today, grab that check book and send a check so Vanguardians can 
continue to represent you and your fellow Glendalians. 

 

Commentary:   WHEN HANDSOME HEROES TAKE THE SHIRTS OF THEIR BACK 
 

The fire department, after nailing a compensation package from the city council three years ago 
that secured for them continual raises independent of economic downturns, now willingly gave the 
public the swiftest public relations gambit I‘ve seen in years. 

The wonderful news that Glendale firefighters gave up some of their future cost-of-living 
raises reminds me of the remark, ―He‘s a great guy. Why, if I asked him, he‘ll take the shirt of his 
back; after all, it‘s mine.‖ 

Last Tuesday, it took the mayor, four councilmen, and the assistant city manager, the director of human 
resources, the fire chief, and no small help from the Glendale News-Press to portray only one side of the deal. 

The back-end of the deal, the ―take back‖ was never mentioned by the cadre of spokesmen for the fire 
department. That‘s the part that adds back to their retirement package the compensation these guys supposedly 
gave up.  
  The golden broach they received was a bit of electoral insurance. Just in case we find ourselves after the 
election with three councilmen willing to challenge the golden compensation package in the Memorandum of 
Understanding, (MOU) they secured an extension to their contract for another two years or until 2012. 

That move makes these guys untouchable for three more years, and the opportunity to push for their 
candidates in 2011.  

The future pay adjustments that firefighters will be giving up, roughly $2500 each in increased 
compensation, pales next to the year-over-year gross pay increases many of them got since 2006. Dozens of 
firefighters increased their pay by over $20,000 each, some by as much as $50,000. So don‘t pull out your hankies 
just yet.  

It took a severe downturn in the economy to highlight for me just how determined fire-fighters are to keep 
their multi-million dollar life-time compensation intact. But to those of us who‘ve connected the dots between high 
utility rates, transfers to the general fund, and the compensation to safety personnel, the financial link is 
indisputable.  

It took this dismal economy to reveal the true nature of our five councilmen. They dismissed their 
November 22, 2008 GWP report that indicated that 20,000 people could apply for Senior Care - an electricity cost 
reduction program but the city would only provide relief to 5,000 

There is something terribly wrong when taxpayers are losing their jobs, pensions, health care, homes and 
apartments, yet must still bear the costs that support high wages and benefits to our hero-worshiped men in 
uniform. But it takes unparalleled insensitivity to deny seniors and those with limited financial means, relief while 
lavishing great salaries and pensions on fire and police personnel. 

The depression is upon us now – that sinking feeling that comes from finally getting to know to whom 
Glendale's mayor Drayman and the four councilmen are beholden. Do you think I can have my shirt and my votes 
back?         HERBERT MOLANO 
 
 
 
 

GNP lashed out at unnamed blogs to intimidate by innuendo their dissatisfaction with them for allegedly pouring 
fuel on an existing fire. What some of the comments show is that the Glendale News Press should work to 
create an inclusive population using the power of the press for that purpose. ba 

http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/authors/a/albert_einstein.html
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Am I Nuts ?  

Reader‘s Question: I‘m really ticked off. Last year I was hospitalized for some severe health 
problems and had 3 operations. Thankfully, today I am alive and cancer free. What is really 
upsetting me is that with my battle to save my life, I had to endure a battle to save my home from 
foreclosure. With the mounting hospital bills, surgery bills, and being out of work for over a year, I 

could no longer afford to pay my mortgage. 
With that said, I thought I would do the right thing and short sale my home. My friend is a Realtor and she 

assured me that she could pull off a short sale for me so that I would avoid a nasty foreclosure proceeding and 
further damage to my credit. Long story short, we received 4 offers to buy my home and the lender rejected all of 
them. After 8 months, the lender foreclosed on me and I lost my home.  

The purpose of my email to you today is because I feel duped and cheated. Why you might ask? Not 
because of the foreclosure but because of the lenders current actions. The 4 offers my agent submitted to the bank 
were above $400,000. Today, I drove by my former home and it is 
listed for sale as an REO foreclosure and the asking price is 
$299,000. WHAT ??? How could the bank refuse $400,000 and then 
list it for $299,000? Why would the bank choose to lose an extra 
$100,000? I am so angry it‘s beyond belief. Is it just me or am I nuts ?  

Christian‘s Response: Reader, trust me, it‘s not you that is 
nuts. This is just another great example of the gross incompetence 
that leads the banks and lenders in our country. The small minded 
individuals that make many of the short sale decisions have little 
sense of true reality. They sit in high rise luxury buildings and get served gourmet lunches. That is why it is of 
upmost importance to hire an experienced Broker/Realtor that specializes in short sales (or what is known as or 
referred to as, loss mitigation) that can assist in bringing a dose of reality to the forefront. Not just your average 
Realtor that has his or her picture plastered on all bus benches and your generic open house special, rather a 
Realtor that has a proven track record and can show you actual short sale lender approvals in writing. 

It would be unfair and irresponsible for me to place blame and point fingers in all directions as I do not have 
all the specifics of your short sale request but, I can share with you the following thoughts. There are approx. 
600,000 Realtors in California. Approx. 1,400 are true short sale specialists that are SS certified with a proven 
record. The players know each other and interact with each other from within. We share stories, experiences, and 
network with each other constantly. I‘m sure the realtor you chose was a wonderful agent and did the best that he 
or she could but many do not have the knowledge or the know how in dealing with the banks. Lenders speak a 
certain language and they absolutely know when an agent is savvy and aggressive verses one that they can mold 
and take advantage of. If they get the feeling that the Realtor is a "new comer," you can bet your bottom dollar that 
the lenders will ride that agent like a mule and squeeze the life out of them. Let‘s face it, what bank enjoys losing 
money? You can‘t necessarily blame them. Oh, sure you can. The lenders themselves created this mess and 
absolutely knew that this crisis was before us. Nevertheless, they continued down a path of destruction handing out 
money to anyone that could breathe. Negative amortization loans, 1% loans, no questions asked loans, you name 
it, they funded it. If you could spell the word CAT, you got a loan.  

Sure the bank could have experienced a smaller loss by selling your home for $100k over what they are 
selling it for now but why would they care? Just create another weeping session before congress and get another 
bailout. The banking staff that is responsible for accepting or declining a short sale can care less about true losses. 
It‘s not their money. They will continue to get their pay check every Friday. It means nothing to them. It‘s your life 
they ruin, not theirs. Hire a professional. Hire the best representation known to mankind and there are many 
reputable loss mitigators to chose from. Remember, it‘s not always the homeowners fault. The lenders have no one 
to blame but themselves. Thank you for attempting to do the right thing and being responsible. My best wishes to 
you and your health. CHRISTIAN ARBID 

 

The writer is a Real Estate Broker and Loss Mitigator. 818.232.7899 Questions Relating to Foreclosures, 

Short Sales, Saving Your Home, Loan Modifications check out his blog at www.LenderLies.info .....Email 
Christian at christianarbid@gmail.com and your question will be answered in the next issue of Vanguard. 
 
The only way to make sure people you agree with can speak is to support the rights of people you don't agree with.  ELEANOR HOLMES 
NORTON  
 

643 last week 620  this week 
Glendale Foreclosures 

http://www.lenderlies.info/
mailto:christianarbid@gmail.com
http://www.wisdomquotes.com/002618.html
http://www.wisdomquotes.com/002618.html
http://www.wisdomquotes.com/002618.html
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TAKE ACTION – GET INVOLVED – BE INFORMED – SHARE VANGUARD – VOLUNTEER 

 
Moral cowardice that keeps us from speaking our minds is as dangerous to this country as irresponsible talk. The right way is not always the 
popular and easy way. Standing for right when it is unpopular is a true test of moral character.    Margaret Chase Smith 

2Shout Box   ED – Letters published do not necessarily express the opinion of Vanguardians, this publication, the organization or 

Barry Allen. Names are used only when requested. Initials are used as there are people, believe it or not, who are concerned with retaliation or 
have issues before a legislative body. Letters will be published that are signed and are not hate oriented. 
 

We get mail:  Frank Quintero said again that there is $450,000,000 in the bank for the City. 

Why, then, did our firefighters have to give up a measly $3,000,000 in a cost of living 
pay raise for the next two years? Quintero said he supports public safety. Now we‘ll 
have firefighters that we trained go to other cities. Quintero just doesn‘t make sense. 
KG 
 

SAME OLD TACTICS Here is another letter that will never be allowed in the News Press; I do find 

their excuses amusing. 
Ho Hum; another day, and another orchestrated attack on Bruce Philpott.  That forest of yard signs all over Glendale, 

supporting Bruce Philpott has caused sufficient alarm among the fire department aristocracy that they have resorted to wheeling 
out all the old dinosaurs, awash in gold braid, and other symbols of their former titles, to render apocalyptic pronouncements; 
death, famine, disease, and destruction await Glendale if Bruce Philpott is elected to the city council. 

Let us get one thing straight, and perfectly clear at the outset; This has ABSOLUTELY NOTHING to do with public 
safety; Not unlike FDR, who was loathed by the wealthy as a ―Traitor to his Class‖, Bruce Philpott falls into the same category; 
FDR knew the wealthy, and how they operate, and Bruce Philpott knows the Civil Service crowd, and how they operate, and is 
the recipient of the same loathing. 

We have three major issues here; (1) Featherbedding, (2) the present salary/pension plans, and (3) the law in 
California.  How many of you remember the demise of the railroads in America, and the issue of ―featherbedding‖?  The all-
powerful railroad unions, with their compliant allies in congress, had legislation passed that mandated that each engine had to 
have twice as many engineers as needed; most of them, drawing full pay and benefits, slept in the caboose on feather beds, 
hence the term.  The staggering additional costs drove many of our railroads into bankruptcy, with the resultant transportation 
problems we have today. 

The salary/pension plans, presently in place, can easily drive Glendale into a Chapter 11 situation, not unlike a growing 
number of cities in California.  When you can retire at a comparatively young age, at virtually 100% of your present salary, plus 
all of the other benefits, you have a program that would make any AIG executive turn green with envy; these 11

th
 hour 

promotions to enhance the benefits make this all the more egregious. 
In an effort to deflect this issue, we have the latest PR ploy by the fire department; they announce that they will ―forgo‖ 

a salary increase.  A synonym for ―forgo‖ is ―abstain‖, as in ―I will abstain from meat during Lent‖.  Rest assured that if the fire 
departments selected candidates prevail, the wily Captain Stavros will be down before the ―Four Yes-men‖ the day after, to 
reinstate the increase, plus interest. 

What really makes the aristocracy nervous is that Bruce Philpott has pulled up the existing California case law on this 
subject. In the case of International Association of Firefighters, Local 188 vs. City of Richmond, SF-CE-157-M, the city was 
allowed to void existing fire department contracts, in order to avoid bankruptcy caused by bloated salary/pension agreements.  
In Fire Fighters Union vs. City of Vallejo 12 Cal 3d 608, the California Supreme Court has held that the employer-municipality, 
not the union, has the right to decide the issue of WORKLOAD and SAFETY (emphasis added), and not the firefighters union.   

What is really interesting/applicable, is, that in Richmond, the firefighters were criticized for mis-quoting the holding in 
Vallejo, and in Vallejo, they were held up for misstating the law in Knights Landing School District vs. City.  The Glendale fire 
Department has the same track record.  For years, they opposed traffic calming in the Rossmoyne-Mountain area. Their first 
argument was the ―one second‖ rule, i.e., if they had to slow for one second, crossing a speed hump, a life could be lost. 
Medical evidence shot this plan down, so the fire department then went to the proposition that the wheels would fall off their little 
trucks if they had to go over speed humps.  The manufacturer was contacted, and total ridicule was the response, so, in sullen 
silence, the department agreed to not further oppose the project. 

This is not about one man; it is about greed and power; if Bruce Philpott is elected, and Bob Yousefian is retained, 
there will be two votes to question this greed factor that is driving Glendale towards bankruptcy. The future of Glendale is at risk; 
do NOT waste the opportunity to save your community; vote your future. Jim Weling 

[ED – This letter is published to show the divisiveness of the Glendale News Press in allowing attacks but no rebuttal.] 
  

Without Vanguard we would certainly have a vacuum of news. I was looking for the 460 reports in the GNP 

– there were none; there was nothing about the confrontation at City Hall that brought out the City Attorney; there 
was nothing about the two Hatch Act Complaints filed with the Fed; we see nothing about the increasing number of 
Glendale foreclosures; nor have we seen anything about an elected official making commercials on City property 
without the required permits. The Glendale News Press is certainly not a positive aspect of Glendale. Now I 
understand why it is free. JC   

[ED – On Tuesday evening I was chastised by an individual that used his First Amendment rights to ask me 
to take those same rights away from a Vanguard columnist. He continued with his diatribe and then threatened me. 
I stood up and walked in his direction while asking if that was a threat he made. ―No,‖ he said as he scurried out the 

http://www.wisdomquotes.com/002119.html
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door to the parking lot. That said, he spoke nothing about the unsubstantiated letters in the GNP while he decried of 
the innuendo in Vanguard but could not point out where that innuendo was. Apparently this person likes to criticize 
and find fault with others who look for solutions to the City‘s problems. He has offered none except to vote for his 
favorite candidate. It is people like that gentleman that shows we are getting through to the conscience of people.  
BA] 
 

The issue of the fire department salaries and benefits can easily be resolved.  The Glendale News 

Press should publish the pay of the fire department employees by rank so the residents of the city can make an 
informed decision.  Why not do some obvious research, like just ask for the information from the city, and have it 
published.  It is all a public record.      

Let this public information be published and let the public decide whether the salaries fall into the category 
of excessive pay for the hours worked.  I find the remarks somewhat disingenuous made by Councilman Weaver.  
He is a councilman that seeks and secures the ―endorsement‖ of the employees involved.  This issue makes me 
think of the few people that spoke out against the antics of scammer Madoff.   Those that spoke out about Madoff 
were ridiculed and called names such as alarmist and gad flies also.  Hard truths are rarely welcomed.  

Carole Weling  
 

Strange that there are some people that blindly follow the politicians. Some of them told me they 

dislike you [Barry – Vanguardians] so much they will vote for the Utility Users Tax because you wrote the argument 
against it. Personally I have read everything you wrote about it and the questions you have answered. I feel very 
comfortable paying the 7% that I am paying now. Not many people would take on the establishment within their 
own rules and keep up the pressure. Most of us are still fearful of being taken to task for our questions. No matter 
what, you are here for us. You didn‘t fade away as many do who have a single issue. Thanks. RS  

[ED – Thanks for your letter. I want to give credit where credit is due. Many Glendalians contributed to the 
argument against the UUT. I wrote the first three drafts and then submitted them to a cadre of interested parties. 
They wrote and changed and changed some more and it was that final draft that was submitted to the City Clerk. If 
the issue passes I will sleep at night and if the measure goes to defeat I will still sleep at night.  

In 2004 Pauline Field ran for City Council after successfully launching the Women‘s Commission. I worked 
with her doing research and drafting her weekly newsletter. It was while doing that research I realized that the 
spending policies of the City Council were placing this City on a slippery slope to fiscal disaster. With Council 
incumbents that are running for re-election who apparently, by their actions, are still unaware of their disastrous 
ways, will be asking more from the property owner. Yet another bond issue is on the horizon for the Redevelopment 
Agency. The City Council had to put the seismic retrofit of the Municipal Services Building on a credit card – the 
same one used to get new fire engines (Sun Trust) and we spend more than the revenue generated, it is time to 
forget how friendly and smiling those incumbents are and look to people that are willing to publicly challenge 
Management, in order to survive this deadly recession. There is nothing to prevent people that want to pay more in 
taxes from writing a check to the City General Fund. BA] 

 

It seems weird that Drayman would tell Herbert Molano that he is guilty by association for Mike Mohill‘s 

outburst. There is a way to go about talking about the fire payment issue but if Drayman were held up to the same 
standards as all the people who have been supportive of him (like certain bloggers), he wouldn‘t look too great 
either. Just seemed like a weird argument to make. ML 
 

I had no idea about your organization until I viewed this week‘s city council meeting. I noticed that a member 

of the public (a Mr. Mxxxxx) seemed to be truly upset with a local newsletter that he claimed was filled with 
mistruths. I had no idea who or what he was talking about until one of the council members mentioned that he was 
referring to Vanguard. At that point, I had to do some research and I fortunately found you on the internet. I'm so 
glad I did. No wonder the tree hugger during oral communication was so upset with your newsletter. 

Please accept this check in the amount of $100 as a small token of my thanks to you and what you do. I'm 
a newcomer to the city of Glendale and what I've read in your newsletter is striking and mentally provocative. It's 
refreshing to know that there is a publication in Glendale that voices the truth, since you can't expect that of the 
Glendale News Press. It's when you get a rise out of politicians that you know you are on to something. It's when 
you see the mayor and a few council members running scared that prove you have caught the rat dead in their 
tracks.  

I do notice that you often times place the writers initials in your newsletter but please feel free to use my 
entire name as I would be proud to be included as one of the newest supporters of Vanguard. Keep up 
the honorable work you do. You certainly have made a great impact!   Michael Stemnock, Glendale     

[ED – Michael, welcome to Glendale. I appreciate your support. We don‘t allow personal attacks on 
members of the public in the Shout Box. For that reason the name of Mr. M has been redacted. Thank you for your 
financial support and for wanting to become engaged and involved with our community. BA] 
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You must have really p. off the Mayor. He complained about you at the Chamber meeting. Here is how 

the GNP reported it: ―… a group of City Hall critics stepped up their denunciations of council members over myriad 
issues. Drayman had a few words for them, calling the small group of critics ―Internet bullies‖ and ―carnival con 
men‖ who‘s repeated hounding ―serves no comprehensible purpose.‖ I noted that the Carnival Con Men is CCM 
which according to Vanguard stands for City Council Member. I assume the Internet bullies are the people that 
respond to the Glendale Family Jewels Blog that has in the past featured letters from the Mayor attacking Barry 
Allen. It is unfortunate that members of the public call him on his illegal acts like not obtaining a filming permit. I 
won‘t be sad to see him become just another CCM and I fear that if he is able to get his way in the election that he 
will become Mayor for life. Carl K. 

The usually pragmatic Mayor Drayman stepped out of his box on Tuesday night after Glendale resident 

Mike Mohill incited the council with remarks regarding Glendale's Fire Department. Mohill had come up to the 
podium to speak about the extra money firefighters and the police make in terms of overtime and pensions. At the 
end of his statement, he insinuated that because no fireman had been killed this year that the extra money wasn't 
necessary. The chamber was clearly roused and when Herbert Molano went up after him to present slides on the 
increase in salary and overtime for the two departments in the last few years, he preceded his presentation with a 
diplomatic sentiment aimed at distancing himself from Mohill's last statement. His speech fell on deaf ears, as each 
member of the council called out Mohill and the group of "gadflies" (as CM Weaver put it) that continue to harp 
on safety department salaries and overtime.  
  An indignant Mayor Drayman aimed his comments towards Herbert Molano, saying that because a group 
of people who have made vicious attacks on the council and candidates running in this election season, have 
attached themselves with the same cause, Molano and his argument have no credence. Molano had asked during 
his time at the podium, "Can we have a rational discussion regarding firefighters and policemen?" Apparently not. If 
Mayor Drayman were held up to the same standards he set for Molano, should  nothing he says have any merit? It 
was one thing to denounce the final comments made by Mohill (who later apologized to everyone in the chamber), 
but to tell Molano his argument was null and void because of another individual seemed like a clear abuse of the 
bully pulpit. RL 

 
From the Pasadena Weekly: In crafting ballot arguments against Measure U, opponents Barry Allen Silvarman, 
Christian Arbid and Pauline Field — each members of the local City Hall watchdog group Vanguardians — avoided 
raising the specter of an Internet tax. 

Instead, they argue that increased reliance on new technology will eventually result in a greater burden on 
taxpayers and that there‘s nothing to stop city officials from using that money to pay themselves bigger salaries.  
 

Utility Users Tax:  Official Argument against Measure U 
The City of Glendale wants you to vote for a measure they say will cut your 
telecommunications tax rate.  In fact it will INCREASE YOUR TAXES because the City will 
increase the number of devices and services you pay taxes on.  If a non-taxed service is 
bundled with a taxed service you will be taxed on BOTH! 
 
Don‘t be fooled, the money goes into the General Fund to pay salaries. The tax is NOT 

earmarked for essential services. That is scare talk.   

 The existing 7% tax is only on a portion of your telephone service, while the 6.5% tax will tax many 
additional uses like watching TV on your cell phone and those not even invented. 

 This is a general tax. As it is not earmarked it will be used for City salaries and benefits. 

 City documents show that this measure WILL increase your overall telecommunication taxes. 

 An affirmative vote will make it more difficult to challenge the law when it is wrong. 
 
A ‗NO‘ vote will save you money. 
Taxpayers and families are facing loss of jobs, foreclosures, higher food prices, declining home values and higher 
utility rates.  
Vote ‗NO‘ if you want to cut your tax bill. 
Remember the $100K club, 523 city employees being paid between $100,000 and $250,000 in 2007, not counting 
benefits. In 2008 they received $8,000,000 in raises from your pocket.  
A ‗NO‘ vote is a vote for accountability.  A ‗NO‘ vote means money in your pocket.  
A ‗NO‘ vote sends a message to council to live within their means like we do.  
A ‗NO‘ vote may mean a refund of the onerous tax. 
 

―The power to tax is the power to oppress, and people have rebelled against that power ever since taxes 
have been imposed. The California voters are no different, and in November 1996, they passed Proposition 
218, known as the ―Right to Vote on Taxes Act.‖ They demanded, and received, the right to approve any 

http://www.pasadenaweekly.com/cms/story/detail/doing_the_math_on_measure_u/7072/
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increase of a local tax before it goes into effect.‖ From the appeal by the City of Los Angeles on the 
egregious tax on cell phone usage. 
 
By voting yes on proposition U you will be telling the City of Glendale to tax your entire cell phone bill, not 
just the airtime you use. There is a difference. Presently you pay for bundled services – airtime, voicemail 
and three-way calling. You are supposed to be billed only for airtime originated and terminated in Glendale 
instead you are taxed on the entire bill. A yes vote will give the City the authority to make what was illegal, 
legal. You and I don‘t get that chance. Let the City learn how to live within its means just like we do. 

 
Join the 75% of Glendale voters who are opposed to the UUT. 

 
 

We get calls: Union officials should shine Starbird‘s boots everyday for what he has given 

their members, a virtual, no limit credit card with unlimited payroll benefits, The City pays 
COLA adjustments but does not take into consideration that the City picks up the increase 
in benefit costs. [ED – Vanguard checked with Kip King, a benefits expert, who suggested 
that the City should plan on healthcare benefits increasing 8-12%.] 
 

Thank you for enlightening the community on many issues. I was in the audience and heard the usual 
hecklers laughing and applauding as if they were at a beheading or witch burning. Not once have I heard 
any of those people make suggestions for the benefit of the entire City. It is sad that those far left people 
are worse than the far right religious zealots. They like to criticize the people like Herbert Molano, Bruce 
Philpott, you and others for taking the time to investigate issues and to speak to them. Those people, along 
with their handlers, have their own agendas. I have talked with you and the others and am very comfortable 
with your achievements while shining an intensely bright light on those sitting on the dais, both elected 
and retained. Maybe they need to be reminded of Margaret Chase Smith: ―Moral cowardice that keeps us 
from speaking our minds is as dangerous to this country as irresponsible talk.  The right way is not always 
the popular or easy way.  Standing for right when it is unpopular is a true test of moral character.‖ 
 
CCM Quintero says he is not a supporter of CM Starbird yet he always votes to approve pay and benefit 
increases that are proposed by Management. Does that mean he supports the City Manager? [ED – The 
enemy of my enemy is my friend. By Quintero‘s unwavering support of the GFFA he gets endorsements, a 
ride in a red fire engine and 4-color glossy mailers supporting his campaign, while you get the bill.] 
 
Drayman paints everyone who reads Vanguard by the same brush. Does that mean that all Council 
members are of the same mind just because they belong to the same organization? So if one is caught 
breaking the law they are all guilty? Makes sense to me. 
 

How many jurors were involved in the Ovasapyan lawsuit that will cost the City over 
$1,000,000? [ED - There were 7 which included 1 alternate. The verdict against the City was 
unanimous. The City, some sources say, is considering an appeal. At this point the City owns 
the liability under the following sections of the Municipal Code:  
4.60.040 Litigation expenses.  

If any officer or employee is sued or prosecuted because of 
conduct within the scope of his or her employment, and the 
city manager shall determine that the city has an interest in 
protecting such officer or employee from undue 
harassment by such suit or prosecution, appropriate 
defense thereof shall, to the extent such officer or 
employee is not protected by insurance, upon the 
recommendation of the city attorney, approved by the 
council, be furnished at the expense of the city. (Prior code 
§ 5-43) 

4.60.050 False arrest insurance.  
There shall be included in the budget each year an amount 
necessary to provide self-insurance to protect each 
member of the council, the city manager, the assistant city 
manager, the city attorney, all attorneys, the fire chief and 
those members of the fire division assigned or detailed to 
the bureau of fire prevention, and those employees in the 
police division whose functions clearly fall within the scope 
of active law enforcement from liability and from claims, 
demands, and suits for false arrest and false imprisonment 
arising out of conduct within the scope of their employment. 
(Ord. 5145 § 1, 1996: prior code § 5-44)] 

What happened with Mayor Drayman making political ads that showed on TV, productions that were made 
on public property – City Hall and the streets of Montrose—that had no permits? [ED Probably nothing will 
happen. At most he will have to apply for an ex post facto permit; the City Clerk is very frustrated with the 
lackadaisical attitude from the City Attorney who serves at the pleasure of the Council so you know the 
answer to that one.] 
 
Two years ago Vanguard hosted an excellent Candidates Forum. Why not this year? [ED – So many HOAs 
were holding them there were no dates available. It seemed to be counter-productive to host another one.  
Unfortunately the HOAs didn‘t get behind the GHCC and sponsor one that had a Town Hall atmosphere 

http://www.courtinfo.ca.gov/opinions/archive/B185373.PDF
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instead of so many HOAs repeating the same questions and the same formats. Vanguardians chose to 
provide written questions to the candidates and then post the responses on the Vanguardians website and 
on Hal Weber‘s site. Then those candidates were rated on their answers and we published those 
responses. In 2011 we will have a Town Hall meeting where each  candidate will have an opportunity to 
share his/her platform and then respond to questions based on their platform.] 

 
Imponderables: 
Why does the City put up no parking signs for street cleaning and then doesn‘t sweep the 
streets instead gives out parking tickets? [ED – For the revenue.] 
 
Why does CCM Quintero say the City has all this money [$450,000,000] and CCM Weaver 
says we can‘t afford to spend money? You would think with all that money we wouldn‘t have 
to wait for a swimming pool. [ED – City Manager Starbird has the answer but does not want 
to challenge his boss, the City Council. He would rather challenge Mike Mohill because that 

way he doesn‘t offend anyone. Much of the money Quintero speaks about is encumbered…it can‘t be 
used at the whim of the Council. Besides Quintero is running for re-election and needs to share how well 
he has run the City. Acknowledging that the investment money is earmarked and restricted is not in his 
best interest.] 

 

 I live in a 2-bedroom apartment yet my bi-monthly electricity bill is $131.18 not including taxes, for 
853 KWH for 2 months. I am charged $24.00 for rubbish yet we use a private service. Why am I 
charged so much and for services I don‘t receive? [ED – This is easy. The City needs the revenue 
and will take it where ever they can because no one complains.  The same question on Google: ―I'm 
just curious as to the average kwh per month for a 2 person household, specifically living in a 2 
bedroom apartment with electric cooking. Heat is not tied into it, and there's no laundry involved. My 

husband and I average 154 kWh per month, is that high?] 
 

 There are 20 units in my building. Each of us has an Internet connection. Can we buy one good 
internet connection and then use a wireless router and create our own building wide Internet? We 
could save a lot of money that way. It wouldn‘t affect the UUT because it doesn‘t tax the Internet. We 
are paying about $600 per month now and we could have the highest speed commercial system with 
a DSL back up for under $100 a month and add a wireless router for an amortized cost of $2 per 
month and set-up a cooperative. What do you think? [ED – We think it is a great idea. If you have the 
Co-op own the system then it would be a member‘s only system. Sounds great. Go for it.] 

 
Click to view the agenda   City Council    Housing Authority   Redevelopment Agency  
Monday, April 6 

Glendale Water & Power Commission – 4:00 pm, City Council Chambers, 548-2107. 
 

Tuesday, April 7 Citywide Elections 

2:30 pm  --  Glendale Housing Authority -- Glendale Redevelopment Agency 
6:00 pm  -- Glendale City Council   
 
Wednesday, April 8 

Civil Service Commission – 5:00 pm, City Council Chambers, 548-2110 
 
Thursday, April 9 

Design Review Board #2  -- 5:00 pm, Municipal Services Building, Room 105 548-2140 
 

 3  Public Information 

The City of Glendale paid out almost $18,000 as ordered by a Superior Court Judge for their failure to 
comply with the California Public Records Act. As the City applies more redaction and seeks greater 
secrecy in public records, it seems an appropriate time to remind them of the lawsuit they lost. The City 
obstructs the needs of the public. 
 
Vanguardians has filed a Public Records Act request as follows: Prop 218 was passed in 1996. It required a 
vote of the people for any property related tax, assessment or fee. The California Supreme Court upheld Prop 218 
in 2006, Bighorn - Desert View Water Agency vs. Verjil (S127535) as to respects of water, sewers and trash 
collection taxes fees or assessments. The LA Superior Court using that decision said that the LA DWP could only 

http://www.ci.glendale.ca.us/agenda.asp?OrganizationID=4
http://www.ci.glendale.ca.us/agenda.asp?OrganizationID=37
http://www.ci.glendale.ca.us/agenda.asp?OrganizationID=176
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charge the costs of the water and not derive a surplus which would be transferred to the General Fund for use for 
items other than water. Based on that background, please  

1. Provide documents, as defined below, identifying and evidencing all transfers to the General Fund from the 
GWP from Water, Sewer (and related) and trash collection since the effective date of Prop 218 to and 
including the most recent transfer of funds from the GWP to the General Fund. 
 

2. Provide documents for the same period as noted in 1 above identifying and evidencing and that relate to 
the cost of providing those products and services and the revenue so derived. 
 

3. Please provide documents identifying and evidencing the rates charged for those products and services for 
the same period. 
 

4. Provide all documents identifying and evidencing, since the effective date of Prop 218, and that relate or 
demonstrate discussions and knowledge by the City of their potential liability. 
 

5. Provide documents identifying and evidencing the plan to deal with, mitigate or otherwise manage the 
potential liability. 
 

6. Provide documents identifying and evidencing the potential liability should CofG be required to return 
General Fund transfer from the GWP to the GWP.  

4 Vanguardians  
 

 Vanguard Friday Breakfast Club had a powerful, energetic group at Foxy‘s this past Friday. 
Treasurer challenger Rafi Manoukian returned to share the documents impeaching the current 
treasurer. He answered many questions from the floor and was quite well received. Aramazd 
Stepanian spoke to us about adding a section on campaign financing to his new play. They had an 
excellent opportunity to share their opinions while networking and get up close and personal with 
candidates for public office.  We are looking forward to seeing you at FOXY‘S, 206 W Colorado, 
every Friday. 

 

 Get breaking Glendale News by signing up for an RSS feed at www.vanguardians.org.   
 

 Here is an opportunity for you to suggest web links and events to the Vanguardians website 
without having to register.  Just click on the "Suggest a Link" and "Tell Us about an Event" links from 
the main menu and submit the forms. You can also contact webteam@vanguardians.org directly.  

 

Á Serious bloggers wanted for the Vanguardians website. Contact webteam@vanguardians.org for 
more information. 

 

 Vanguardians filed its annual IRS form 990 form for CY 2008 
 

 Donate your running car or truck to Vanguardians for a tax deduction 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

VANGUARDIANS needs your  
continuing financial support 

 
Please make checks payable to ―VANGUARDIANS‖  

Mail to:  POB 11202 Glendale, CA 91226 
 Contributions are tax deductible  

You will receive a receipt for income tax purposes 
You may also donate online at www.vanguardians.org  

 
 

 

http://www.vanguardians.org/
mailto:webteam@vanguardians.org
mailto:webteam@vanguardians.org
http://www.vanguardians.net/
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5 the Insider is a digest of information from city employees that care about the way the City is run. As they 

are concerned about retaliation, their identities are secret. Vanguard provides them the opportunity to have this forum. The 
comments are their own.   
 

The community has a right to be skeptical of how the City is managed.  It is like a Dilbert cartoon with 
a bunch of pointy haired bosses running around making decisions without facts and then placing 
blame randomly down the organization to cover themselves. Looks like the Mayor and Zurn are off to 
DC this week for a junket and Starbird off to Monterey for a CRA conference. Personnel is getting 
layoff procedures in place.  
  You have to love the spin the GNP and council put on the salary concession by the fire 

department. The community members that had made this an issue in the past were the reason it happened! It was 
because of their voices, not the silence of the seated council members that contracts are being reopened. To 
include comments on Philpott‘s staffing plan, which had nothing to do with salaries, in the same discussion was 
pure politics. 

With the election now upon us, everyone can see how the current management has worked with the GNP 
to get management friendly candidates endorsement so that the current management remains place.   
In fact many of the candidates have been making visits to Department heads to get the lay of the land. 

The discussion on the UUT should not be if it is a new tax or existing tax but rather, that is one of the few 
ways the citizens of Glendale can vote to tax themselves to pay for the services they receive. If they are happy with 
the way the City uses their money and wants to fund it through a self imposed tax, vote yes. If they have doubts 
that this is the best way to tax themselves, then vote NO. 

The hurdles the City imposes on small construction projects for both homeowners and business owners 
has been ignored by the candidates, probably because they have all been involved in building these barriers to get 
their names in the papers. With the lack of focus on the little folks, expect the problem to grow with whoever gets 
elected. 

6 Humor 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

 
 
7 The Election Process:   

Read Candidate Campaign Contribution Statements  Read responses to Vanguardians questionnaire 
Glendale Municipal Election April 7, 2009: Candidate Contact Information   
The Pasadena Weekly profiles the twelve Glendale City Council candidates 

8 Public Safety 

The following page on the SustainableGlendale website has the fire chart and footnotes related to last Council 
presentation. http://www.sustainableglendale.com/SustainableGlendale/Fire_Part_I.html 
 
info@vanguardians.org to subscribe to the Weekly News on issues that impact Glendale. The media with a voice; the organization that 
gets results you want; we encourage and support advocacy, involvement and engagement with government. Vanguard 
is intended for personal use by recipient and forwarding without change to recipient‘s personal email list. Vanguardians is a 501C3 
charitable non-profit corporation Contributions are tax deductible. Vanguardians does not use commercial fundraisers. To ensure you 
receive Vanguard, please add our email addresses info@vanguardians.org, and ba@fieldworks.net  - to your address book or Internet 
Service Provider safe list. Annual subscription for email $50, by US Mail $75, Newsstand $2 per issue Copyrighted materials used with 
permission. ©2009 

 
 

 

http://www.glendalevotes.org/campaign_disclosures.aspx
http://www.vanguardians.org/index.php?option=com_rubberdoc&view=category&id=920%3Aelection-watch-2009&Itemid=56
http://www.opengovernmentinglendalecalifornia.org/GME%202009%20Candidate%20List%202-10-09.htm
http://www.pasadenaweekly.com/cms/story/detail/a_dozen_reasons_to_vote/7071/
http://www.sustainableglendale.com/SustainableGlendale/Fire_Part_I.html
mailto:info@vanguardians.org
mailto:Vanguard1@charter.net
mailto:ba@fieldworks.net

