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Fire Union Preserves Overtime 

The four stages of Vanguardians “First they ignore you, then they laugh at you, then they fight you, then you win.” 
Mahatma Gandhi describing the stages of establishment resistance to a winning strategy of nonviolent advocacy 

 
 

Vanguards top rated City Council Candidates: 

Bruce Philpott    #1   with a score of 87 

Bob Yousefian   #2   with a score of 82 

Aram Kazazian   #3   with a score of 62 
  
 

Vote „NO‟ on the Utility Users Tax 
  

 

The Fire union agrees to forego COLA for the next two years according to union president Chris Stavros 
representing a savings of $3M while preserving unlimited overtime which is much more costly than COLA. ñWe 
really just think itôs the right thing to do,ò he said, adding that the unionôs primary concern was maintaining the 
ñsafest level of staffing for the community.ò  It appears that the agreement is for two years. The remark in quotes is 
attributed to the GNP. 
 

ANCG-PAC Urges Citizens To Vote "No" On Measure U  

 
Glendale, CA. After studying the Utility Users Tax Reduction and Fairness Measure, Measure U, the Armenian 
National Committee of Glendale - Political Action Committee announced its opposition to the proposed measure 
citing insufficient specific information being provided to the public on how the funds raised would be used. The 
measure, which the ANCG PAC urges citizens to vote ñNOò on, would maintain utility taxes for Glendale residents 
by renewing the legal basis for the tax and expanding the number of technology services that would become 
taxable. 

ñProponents of this tax have not given citizens adequate information or explanation about how the funds 
raised through this measure would be applied, in specific terms,ò said ANCG-PAC Chairman Zanku Armenian. 
ñEspecially in these economically distressed times, it is the responsibility of the mayor and city officials to account 
for how taxes collected will be spent and in the absence of such accountability it is not possible to support this 
measure.ò  

Measure U seeks to update the cityôs existing Utilities Users Tax (UUT) so that it can be applied equally to 
both older telephone technology and to newer telecommunications technology. While the measure is written in a 
misleading way to appear that it is reducing taxes from 7% to 6.5%, in reality citizens could end up paying more 
taxes because more items would be taxable. A vote of ñNOò may ultimately eliminate the tax completely because 
the older version of the tax code will likely be challenged in court, as is happening in other cities.  

ANCG-PAC is a non-partisan political organization, committed to promoting civic engagement and is active 
in a wide variety of activities including: voter registration, voter education, grassroots mobilization and endorsement 
of candidates seeking office in the City of Glendale.  

California Cities on UUT  
 

Numerous complaints have come to Vanguard about the Glendale News Press  (GNP) losing objectivity. Those 
letters have shown the GNP is very partial to publishing letters that support their endorsements.  The exchange 
below shows that the GNP has blurred the line of separation between editorial and advertising.  Mr. Philpott has 
come to be a viable candidate speaking to budget issues. The GNP has chosen to make him a one-issue 
candidate which he is not. His presentations regarding the GFD were designed to show the steps necessary to 
evaluate data and make decisions. To date the GFD has only given anecdotal information rather than review their 
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own data. As one benefit, pointed out by Philpott, resulted in a change of policy requiring the various fire 
companies to exercise in their own districts allowing them to respond more quickly to medical emergencies. The 
exchange below is self-explanatory. 

 

From: Brcphilpott1 
To: John.Oloughlin@latimes.com 
Sent: 3/23/2009 3:38:23 P.M. Pacific Daylight Time 
Subj: Appeal of a Decision 
  
Mr. Olaughlin, I would like to appeal a decision by the Glendale News Press Editorial staff that denied a piece I wrote in 
response to a letter published on March 14-15, 2009.  

The letter was written by a retired Glendale Fire Chief.  His letter titled, "Philpott not the candidate for safety" 
referenced a letter I had written and published on October 23, 2008.  Michael Miller told me today over the phone that 
my rebuttal would not be printed because the policy of the paper was that it would allow one response or rebuttal to 
each letter written.  This supposed rebuttal referenced a piece I wrote and published over five months ago.  

While I respect and believe this policy to be sound, I also believe that this particular case is an exception and 
falls outside of this policy.  As you can see by scanning down the list of letters or community commentaries over the 
past five months, there were seven pieces published critical and two favorable to my position. So there has been a 
history of back and forth with a factor of two to one in favor of my critics.  

The other element here that would also take it outside of your policy of one to one is the fact that in February 
of this year, I was certified by the city clerk to be a candidate for city council.  Having published Mr. Hinz letter during 
the campaign season (three weeks before the vote and right in the middle of the vote by mail process which in 2007 
constituted 58% of the all votes cast), and denying me an opportunity to rebut him doesn't seem fair.  His letter would 
be the eighth critical of my position, to the two that were not, with both in favor written by me.  Mr. Miller told me that 
he had run it by Dannet Goulet and she affirmed his position.  

So that you are aware, the three candidates endorsed by the GNP are the same three candidates that the fire 
union have endorsed.  All of the letters that the GNP has published, some going back before those identified below, 
have to do with fire department staffing.  

Because the letter published by Mr. Hinz appeared during the campaign season and only referenced in a very 
minor way a letter that I wrote and published on October 23, 2008, I ask you to reconsider this decision preventing me 
from being published in response as a rebuttal.  Bruce Philpott 

 
Response 

From: John.Oloughlin@latimes.com 
To: Brcphilpott1  
CC: hcabral@hoyllc.com, Scott.Pompe@latimes.com, Danette.Goulet@latimes.com, Michael.Miller@latimes.com, 
Jason.Wells@latimes.com 
Sent: 3/23/2009 6:01:18 P.M. Pacific Daylight Time 
Subj: RE: Appeal of a Decision 
  
Dear Mr Philpot, Thank you for taking the time to write to me.   While I can appreciate your position, and even after our 
phone conversation, I still find myself in the position to uphold the decision of my GNP editors -- and our standing 
policy.   While there may history here with regards to your position and your critics, I can assure you we are not 
keeping score.   

However, if you believe our GNP readership base is critical to your public standing, then I might offer an 
alternative solution and suggest you may want to run an ad in our paper.   As you know, there is considerable paid 
media spent in political advertising, from the President of the US to the local councilman, taking their stories to the 
public.  It is a rich part of the American political landscape, and we welcome your business if you decide that is a viable 
route.  I have copied our Director of Advertising, Hector Cabral, who can help create your message, the creative and 
the words at a reasonable rate.    

All the best in whatever you decide.  Thanks for being a loyal reader.  Regards, John T. O‟Loughlin 

Was CCM Najarian looking for the sympathy vote Tuesday night when he said his wife and children were under 
attack by people that wanted to harm his campaign? What Mr. Najarian didnôt tell you was that members of  his 
own immediate family perpetuated this rumor. How do I know? Because I was an early recipient of the rumor on 
Saturday at the Pacific Park Family Fair and Meet the Candidates program. I was talking with several members of 
Ara Najarianôs family when one of them volunteered to tell me about a rumor that was being perpetuated by 
another candidate. CCM Najarian was standing within earshot. When I offered to bring the alleged culprit over I 
was told not to. I did and the whole plot began to unravel before me. The rumor was squelched. It is now being 
investigated to determine if there are any violations of the Political Reform Act. The perpetrators are not 
embarrassed by their actions nor are they remorseful. CCM Ara Najarian is a victim of his own making. It certainly 
is unfortunate that an elected official did not stop this rumor, this lie, on his own. 

 
 

http://www.latimes.com/services/newspaper/mediacenter/la-mediacenter-oloughlin,0,6607104.story
http://www.glendalenewspress.com/articles/2009/03/14/opinion/letters/gnp-mailbag0314.prt
http://www.opengovernmentinglendalecalifornia.org/10-23-08%20BP-GNPCC%20Trimming%20Fire%20Staff.htm
http://www.glendalenewspress.com/articles/2009/03/24/opinion/editorials/gnp-editorial21.prt
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¶ Great turnout for the Friday business breakfast at Foxyôs. Glendale candidates had a great opportunity to 
respond to questions without the 30 second rule. Attendees said they were going to change their votes as 
this was the best opportunity to understand the candidates and their platforms. Treasurer Candidate Rafi 
Manoukian made an extremely good case why he should replace the current treasurer. He talked about his 
motivation and understanding of the issues. He talked about the credentialing necessary to do the job 
correctly. Manoukian touched on losses of financial assets. Every question he was asked from the floor 
was answered quickly, candidly and decisively.  
 

¶ The GFD cares? Paramedics couldnôt reach a stroke victim on Gladys by driving up to the victimôs house 
because the street has been closed since the rains of 2005 that flooded the streets and caused damage  
costing the City almost $11,000,000 in a Court judgment and costs. Meanwhile the GFD never reminded 
Public Works that there was no access for the fire equipment. Really bad news for people living there. This 
was one of several reports made at the Vanguard City Business Breakfast. 
 

¶ Frank Quintero refused to shake Barry Allenôs hand because Quintero doesnôt like the media shining the 
spotlight on him. Even Ara Najarian shook hands, twice, while Araôs parents, Dr. & Mrs. Najarian engaged 
Barry in conversation at the first South Glendale Partnership picnic at Pacific Park. The event provided an 
excellent opportunity to meet and talk issues with candidates. The only issue was that the amplified music 
was too loud for intelligent conversation. Glendale Firefighters were not there supporting their candidates 
for City Council. Those in the know said they were reviewing the HATCH ACT complaint. 
 

¶ Fitch Ratings downgraded California's general-obligation bond rating March 19
th
 due to concerns about the 

state's economy and ongoing budget problems. California's bond rating now ranks worst among the 50 
states, according to Fitch. State Treasurer Bill Lockyerôs spokesman Tom Dresslar used strong language 
to criticize ratings agencies for their downgrades. 

"The ratings agencies have no credibility," Dresslar said. "They colluded with AIG and other titans 
of finance, and now they're screwing California taxpayers for a problem they helped create. 

Of the $6.54 billion raised, California sold $3.2 billion to individual investors. Institutional investors, 
such as mutual funds, bought the rest. The sale began Monday, but the treasurer concluded the sale a day 
early because of "huge demand," the office said. The yields are between 3.20 and 6.10, the treasurer's 
office said 
 

¶ Opening union contract negotiations to the public: "These negotiations, like almost all other 
government actions, should be opened to the public," concludes a national report, The State of 
Labor: The Expansion of Collective Bargaining by the Evergreen Freedom Foundation based in 
Washington State. ...open negotiations provide an additional layer of protection against perceived 
conflicts of interest by elected officials who negotiate contracts with unions that also help finance 
the officials' campaigns. The report  observes: As governments cave to the high demands of Labor, 
there is less money available for states to operate, maintain current projects, and fix or repair 
failing infrastructure.ò Glendale needs to open contract negotiations to the public. 
 

¶ CCM Quintero took the seat on the Airport Commission from CCM Yousefian. Quintero went to Hawaii on 
the taxpayer dime yet we have heard no report from the Commissioner on Airport activity. As our advocate 
we should hear what he has done for the extra $800 per meeting he is paid. 
 

¶ Business bankruptcies soar. 
 

¶ Question of the day: Where and how would you cut costs in the City of Glendale? Send Vanguard 
your thoughts. 
 

¶ Morning Report: Many of the Vrej Agajanian cable program viewers burned up the phone lines asking 
intelligent, informed questions about our topic, ballot proposition U, the remake of the Utility Users Tax on 
Telecommunications. After having our mailboxes filled with self-serving messages about how to vote to 
protect the City from their own past mistakes and giving up more of our rights, the viewers were very 
supportive of voting NO on this egregious and self serving ballot measure. 
 

¶ CCM Weaver wrote a management serving commentary in the GNP about how wrong candidates are 
when they say that Glendale pays excessive and exorbitant salaries to its employees. Weaver did not 
provide the detailed proof of statements that is asked of others. Vanguard conducted a survey of area 
citiesô $100K clubs and posted those numbers online. The results skew when a Beverly Hills fireman was 
paid $374,000 in 2007. In promoting the interests of City management the GNP demonstrates the lack of 
objectivity by publishing the commentary without verifying the data. Vanguard has also provided 

http://online.wsj.com/article/SB123793862549632143.html?mod=googlenews_wsj
http://www.effwa.org/files/pdf/SOL-2008-FINAL-web.pdf
http://sacramento.bizjournals.com/sacramento/stories/2009/03/23/story3.html?b=1237780800%5e1798096&ana=e_vert


4 

documentation comparing similar sized cities with Glendale showing that Glendale is the second highest in 
comparing the $100K clubs.  
 

Mr. Weaver tends to call pesky people, ógadfliesô. Letôs share just what is a gadfly. Being a Gadfly is generally a 
thankless task. People with something to hide will go to almost any length to discredit one who brings their behavior 
to light. Indeed, the Gadfly has much in common with the whistleblower, who publicizes corporate or governmental 

wrongdoing, and who occasionally finds his life in danger because he runs afoul of some 
powerful individuals. Even those who aren't being criticized can tire of the constant 
stream of complaints and sometimes wish that the gadfly would just accept life as it is 
and get on with it. The one thing that keeps the Gadfly on task is the knowledge that he 
is right and that the world would be a much better place if everyone else realized it. 

The Gadfly performs a useful function. Like the horsefly and others that plague 
livestock, the human Gadfly pricks and stings the conscience of a society. If he keeps at 
it, society will react in some fashion. It may just swish its tail to drive off the gadfly, but 
every once in a while, it may shift itself and so correct something that it hadnôt even 
realized was wrong. 

 

JOIN US THIS FRIDAY and EVERY FRIDAY from 7-9AM Everyone is Welcome 
  

Vanguardians Weekly City Business  
and Networking Breakfast 

 
      

¶ Meet Friends, Colleagues, Customers, Clients and Service providers.  

¶ Have time to engage them.  

¶ Learn about serious issues facing Glendale 

¶ Bring your issues ï Itôs about YOU! 

¶ Learn to be a part of the solution instead of the problem  

¶ Meeting cost is a minimum donation of $12.  

¶ A sumptuous breakfast is served. 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 
 

¶ Join the Vanguardians Conference call every Wednesday at 11 AM and by popular demand a 
later call at 7PM also on Wednesday.  A discussion of the previous City Council meeting, 
upcoming events and more. Learn how to participate in Glendale government.  Call 1-270-696-
1555 Access code 521782# to ask questions and get answers.  

 

¶ If you have issues with the City and fear retaliation, send them to Vanguardians and we‟ll share them 
with the appropriate department assuring your anonymity.  

 
advertisement 

 
Welcome to Money Line Capital Inc. offering innovative 
financing for your business ï Contact Arie Shen at (949) 265-
2928 or arie@mlinecap.com with any questions you have 
about getting the money necessary for your business. 

 

¶ Mike Mohill is asking all interested parties to call him about joining in a program to fix the streets, 
open the parks and have longer library hours. The meeting is Sunday at 2 PM. 412 Ashburton Pl., 
Glendale 91206 818 244 3319 c: 818 383 5001. Call for directions 

 
 

All that is necessary for the triumph of evil is for good women & men to do nothing 

 

For more information contact Barry Allen  
Info@vanguardians.org or 818 745 6770 

Remember, bring business cards! 
                Nothing to join ï No Dues -- No membership fees  

 
 

   

   

location 

 
206 W Colorado 
Glendale 91201 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/dna/h2g2/A2334197
mailto:arie@mlinecap.com
mailto:Info@vanguardians.org
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City Council report card 

 Council 3-24 Contact info 

Drayman A jdrayman@ci.glendale.ca.us; 

Najarian A anajarian@ci.glendale.ca.us; 

Quintero D fquintero@ci.glendale.ca.us; 

Weaver D dweaver@ci.glendale.ca.us; 

Yousefian A byousefian@ci.glendale.ca.us; 

¶ Drayman - for doing the right thing and issuing an apology for a comment made during last weekôs council 
session. 

¶ Najarian - for saying it like it is: "turn that frown upside down" Mr. Weaver.  

¶ Quintero -  for publically stating that a jury's decision making capabilities and voice essentially means zero and 
all officers of the law are innocent regardless of what jurors think or believe. 

¶ Weaver - for having the blinders on and turning down a vote on a street safety action item. 

¶ Yousefian - for standing up for CCM Najarian and reminding the public how nasty election times are for many of 
the incumbents. 

  
ñHurry, hurry letôs spend the $150,000 from the reserves on advertising. Quick. Do it before there is a plan. The 
merchants need it. Itôs election time and I want the merchants, especially those that vote here to know that I am for 
them. A planéwho needs a plan. Weôll advertise on garbage trucks, bus shelters and the Beeline. What could be 
better?ò  Mayor Drayman and CCM Weaver said, ónoô to the money for differing reasons. CCM Yousefian said 
appropriate the money but donôt spend it and CCM Quintero and Najarian said letôs start advertising, even without a 
plan.  
 

Josef Rotter, a loyalty card expert, came to the Council with experience and a plan; one that he is marketing in 
Glendale and other cities. Who needs a plan when they can advertise? Again, the City is caught up in a 
shopping program without having analyzed the problem. Rotter with the ALOYALTY card already has a 
solution.  All this at the GRA meeting. 

 

 
 

It‟s Not Easy Being Green 
 

If you can believe it, people who live in the city of Glendale are still having trouble using solar 
energy systems (mainly panels) on their own property. Steps to eradicate the clunky process were 
taken on Tuesday night. A Planning Department representative talked about the existing permitting 
process for solar panel application and staff put together a list of three alternative solutions (though 
one of the alternatives was simply choosing the existing system). The dais agreed that keeping the 
system as is would be a mistake given the benefits of the panels in areas of health, the environment 
and the economy. 

The main problem with the current system is that applying solar panels means passing 
specific zoning codes, especially when a project involves less orthodox installation and design, though it should be 
noted that there have problems for people just getting through the beginning stages of review which can take years.  
Also, the dais and staff have been confused about how to interpret the state law on solar energy system application 
and are only now getting around to figuring it out. When the government code was written in 2003, it was meant to 
give solar energy systems a way to circumvent design review standards for other than health and safety, but 
because the code was somewhat vague, the question of going around all zoning requirements (like height of the 
structure) remained fuzzy and Glendale decided to enforce zoning requirements anyways. Another problem is the 
supporting structure (brackets) that often must accompany the panels if they cannot lay 
easily flush with the rooftop. As one speaker put it, a panel without a bracket is like ñéA 
Prius without a batteryò ï the two work off each other to complete the energy system, 
but they too, are subject to review.  

Ultimately, the council debated between alternatives two and three.  Alternative 
two is for complete freedom for solar panel installation ï exempt from the zoning code. 
This would allow for rapid solar panel installation. Option three offered a more lax 
approach than option oneôs stay the course, but it stipulated that there should be a 
case-by-case review so the dais could have the final say. 

The problem most of the council had with option number two was losing control. Najarian threw out his 
ñprotect-the-neighborhoodò card while Mayor Drayman was uncomfortable with the idea of some rogue neighbor 
chucking solar panels in their front yard and casting a shadow on their neighborôs property. And, what if someoneôs 
supporting bracket was just really, really ugly? 

mailto:jdrayman@ci.glendale.ca.us;
mailto:anajarian@ci.glendale.ca.us;
mailto:fquintero@ci.glendale.ca.us;
mailto:dweaver@ci.glendale.ca.us;
mailto:byousefian@ci.glendale.ca.us;
http://www.american-loyalty-card.com/
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Council member Yousefian took his usual slow and studied approach, requesting more information on the 
actual state mandate so that the council would not pass something that would just backfire a few weeks later. 

It was council member Quintero who stood out in support of option two. Quintero, who is endorsed by the 
Sierra Club and the California League of Conservation Voters made a plea to push the process. ñOverall letôs get 
with the program, get some ordinance going, we just have to do this.ò Though Quintero seemed to blast through 
dubious arguments about outlandish misuses in favor of the greater good, his broad strokes approach to something 
he, as a incumbent running with a fairly impressive ñgreenò resume, should be well versed on, was disappointing, 
especially in an election year. He had the opportunity to not only be the most informed, but to be the most helpful 
with a plan of action ready to go. Perhaps he could have suggested the dais and city staff come up with a list of 
rules for the panels that would eliminate any worry of extreme implementation. Instead, Quintero vaguely 
complained about form versus function. Itôs not to say he wasnôt right, but with his qualifications, it was the perfect 
time to take the reins and reel in his cohorts.  

The final outcome seemed equally passive:  For the city staff to talk to the Planning Commission to get a 
recommendation for a new ordinance and to get a hold of the attorney general for an opinion.  

At least you can recycle while you wait some more, Glendale.    

Council Reporter Laurel Miller is a Vanguard volunteer 
 

 
 
Thought for the week: Sound moral character does not grow out of avoiding those ideas and concepts with 
which we do not agree, but rather out of learning to choose from the open market place of human thought those 
concepts which are creative and worthwhile.  Rabbi Morris N. Kertzer 

 
 Vanguard is published independently by Vanguardians, Inc. Advocating for Accountabilityï Our vision is to live in a community where all 
people, regardless of geography, background or economic status, can enjoy accountability, integrity, effectiveness and 
responsiveness from our elected officials and each of the city's departments, through grass roots involvement, engagement and 
advocacy. 
 

CONTENTS: 
1) Commentary 

2) Shout Box 
3) Public Records  

4) Vanguardians  

 

5) The Insider 

6) Humor 

7) Candidates 
8) Public Safety 

 
 

1  You may agree or disagree with the views below. Feel free to comment on them. 

 

From the Publisher….   
 

Several months ago I spoke about a company that was looking for additional 

capital to re-locate and develop an assembly line to convert gas guzzling automobiles to 
those that could become hybrids. One Council member called me 
afterwards and said he wanted to meet the people that were looking for 
space and he wanted more information. I called  the Guru of 
Technology, Michel Handfield, to get an update on this technology. Mike gave me an 

earful about why the electric battery hybrids created more stress on our over burdened and antequated 
electric generating system. He was going to have a conversation with the Chief Scientist that was 
developing the latest synthetic fuel system that did not use corn (depleting the world food supply) that 
had a virtual zero carbon foot print and  used algae and organic waste. Sixty-four gallons of synfuel can 
be generated in a refrigerator sized processor (designed for consumer use) each week. So what City 
Council member is in the research loop on this? Bob Yousefian. Vanguardians and yours truly are in the 
loop for something that is real and could bring Glendale back from the brink by buying into this budding 
new technology.  
 Soybeans produce about 50 gallons of oil per acre per year while canola produces about 130.  
Algae, however, produces about 4,000 gallons per acre a year, and predictably it will go far beyond that. 
Algae require only sunshine and non-drinkable water to grow. A demonstration pond showed that algae 
will grow even when temperatures fall below zero. This is an excellent opportunity for Glendale to get 
involved in the solutions to resolve economic issues.  
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I won the bet we had on the Glendale News Press endorsements. Was it because I used a Crystal 

Ball? That wasn‟t necessary. Two years ago the GNP touted Greg Krikorian and he 
didn‟t make the cut. The GNP has been publishing everything they could about and 
by Ms Friedman.  
 The public was not privy to the questions asked nor the answers in the 
interview with the candidates. From whatever the responses were, here is what the 
GNP had to write: “She already has city government experience as a former member of Glendaleôs Design 
Review Board, and she has shown her skills as a community organizer, founding the Glendale Garden Tour to 
raise funds for cancer research and joining the movement against cell towers in residential neighborhoods. As a 
candidate, Friedman has posed an original solution to Glendaleôs economic woes by recommending an arts 
district in the San Fernando Road corridor.ò  
 Disingenuous. Vartan Gharpetian served on DRB, Aramazd Stepanian serves on the Arts & 
Culture, and Lenore Solis served on the GWP until she didn‟t follow the party line. Posing an original 
solution regarding an Arts Center on San Fernando Road. There is a theater there, Luna, but Ms 
Friedman didn‟t support an existing arts venue. Words and no actions do not make for a good council 
member. I only heard Ms Friedman say we have to pay our firefighters more and for that she was 
rewarded with their endorsement but not included in their slate mailer. She has not spoken to living 
within our means.  
 ñAt the same time, we value experience on the dais, and Najarian and Quintero have proven themselves 
dedicated and capable leaders.ò  
 These two „leaders‟ are responsible for the fiscal crises that began even before the global 
meltdown. It was the actions of „leaders‟ like these that added the fuel to flames that are consuming us 
all. 
 Mr. Najarian was cited for his past performance. They missed his sending the issues of the Linda 
Vista candlesticks, that cost that family $10,000, to the TPC. What has he achieved in Glendale besides 
getting money from the MTA that requires majority votes. How much money did he vote on to give other 
Cities? And by voting for Glendale does that mean he is a pushover for special interests, Glendale being 
the special interest? 
 They had little to say about CCM Quintero: “and we applaud his desire to cut expenses through 
contract negotiations and combined departments rather than through layoffs.ò Quintero has not shown one iota 
of comment about cutting expenses and contract negotiations.  As I recall when CCM Yousefian wanted to re-
open the contract negotiations he was one that said, ñNo.ò He is one of those who have helped put Glendale in 
the present financial dilemma. Did the GNP ask for corroboration on his efforts? 
 Vanguard has no contracts with the City whereas the Los Angeles Times/GNP received over 
$100,000 from the City.   

 The GNP is not standing for what is best for Glendale, but what is best for them. 
Their endorsements are self-serving. Informed Glendale voters are smarter than the 
GNP gives them credit!! 
 

 

 
Two California Courts have provided considerable leeway for Glendale to renegotiate the City 

employee union contracts. The Court overseeing the Vallejo bankruptcy said that the 
City could void the existing union contracts in order to reorganize.  
 The Court of Appeals in the International Association of Firefighters vs the City of 
Richmond, following the above case, held that Richmond could lay off 18 Firefighters 
and the City‟s decision was not subject to collective bargaining.  
 Accordingly Glendale could void the existing contracts without having to go 
Chapter 9. As to losing „good‟ employees, where would they go? No one is hiring. It 
won‟t happen in Glendale where Ara Najarian and Frank Quintero are commited to the 
firefighters and their managers. Along with Dave Weaver, who is an employees‟ rights 
over constituents rights person, there is no question that we will see any serious cuts in 
wages or benefits and the cuts we will see will be cosmetic and replaced at the first sign of recovery.     
 

 
 
Testing,1,2,3,-- this is a device that when installed between the GWP meter and the 
main electric box in your home or business can reduce your electric bill by 25-35%. 
We will be testing several of these units to determine which ones really work. If 30% 
of the GWP electricity users use this device, GWP rates could go up to make up the 
loss of revenue OR GWP could reduce the electrical demand and sell more of the 
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excess capacity to wholesale users and reduce the need to build more power plants to replace old dirty 
ones.  Vanguardians is here to help all of Glendale.   
 

 
 
Why do people spread rumors? Simple.  

¶ They lead boring lives;  

¶ they have nothing better to do;  

¶ they want to hurt someone;  

¶ they are helping or supporting a family member;  

¶ they want to be the center of something;  

¶ they think they are strategic thinkers and cry when they get caught;  

¶ they are jealous        BARRY ALLEN 
 

Insanity: doing the same thing over and over again and expecting different results. Albert Einstein  
 

Today, grab that check book and send a check so Vanguardians can 
continue to represent you and your fellow Glendalians. 

 

Commentary:   FIREFIGHTERS FOR A BETTER (AND RICHER) GOVERNMENT (COMPENSATION) 
 
About seven years ago I got one of my first experiences on the real nature of Glendale 
government. I didnôt know then that a brief encounter was highly indicative of the way that 
Glendale government truly works.  

During a short period when I was serving as the president of the Glendale High School 
boosters for instrumental music, the GUSD was having one of its continual financial problems. At 
that time, the GHS marching band was representing Glendale in inter-city competitions with 

instruments that were in obvious need of repair. The cost to repair instruments was above and beyond the $10,000 
budget that parents could scrape up from car-washes and donut sales for the marching band. 

I had briefly approached Councilman Weaver and city manager Starbird about any suggestions on how the 
city could accommodate some support for the cityôs most prominent representative ï the 
GHS band. The answer was quick and firm, ñWeôve got no money to spend on that.ò  

About three days later the city council approved in closed session a bonus to city 
manager Starbird for nearly $20,000 dollars for ruffling his feathers when the city council 
challenged his selection of police chief Randy Adams. 

Clearly Weaver and Starbird had been dismissive of my request while almost 
simultaneously dropping nearly $20,000 of taxpayerôs money without public scrutiny. The 
usual denial of funds for such public social projects is often couched on the slippery-
slope argument that once you approve funds for any special project, other similar 
projects would come up for similar attention.  

But the slippery-slope of program funding somehow does not apply to the compensation and benefits of 
city employees with a special status. In 2001 the city council, still wet-behind-the ears on city compensation issues, 
approved an outstanding and unimaginable change in the pension system.  

Fresh from high returns in the stock market the previous years, CALPERS was practically self-funded. The 
city council was persuaded by the city management that with very little cost to the city they could approve a 3% 30 
year plan. Each year the pension of safety employees would accumulate so that at the end of 30 years they would 
get 90% of their last highest pay. 

The cost of that pension obligation would not become obvious until each subsequent year the obligation 
began to grow. The ups and downs of the stock market would change the cityôs cash obligation to guarantee a 
7.75% return on the fund into an unsustainable cost. 
  That obligation required 24 million dollars of the cityôs funds last fiscal year and is expected to grow to 
millions more in the coming years. Such a burden puts a tremendous squeeze on money desperately needed for 
capital improvement and other general fund objectives. 
  What I did not know until recently is the gamesmanship that occurs during the last couple of years of fire 
and police compensation. Special assignments and other gimmicks to boost compensation that impacts the highest 
pay computation are now common. The end result is a pension calculation that at 90% often equals the highest 
gross pay of the employee. 

But even that egregious gamesmanship is not enough for our men in uniform. For the past several years 
nearly 50% of them retire on a disability claim. That allows them to avoid paying their fair share of taxes on a 
pension that will be in the millions of dollars to each of them should they live to their expected life span. 

http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/authors/a/albert_einstein.html
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So when I look at the recent campaign mailer by both of these employees' independent campaign 
committees, such as the Firefighters for Better Government, I see the real meaning and cost of that endorsement to 
the taxpayer.  

The hundreds of millions of dollars that such practices will cost taxpayers, leads directly to the untold 
opportunities missed to improve the cityôs infrastructure or the effectiveness of policies that could improve the 
quality of life of our youth and families. Taxpayers are now funding the unjust enrichment of the very same men 
who are charged with upholding the law or look out for our safety.  

Such is the nature of Glendale government most voters do not know. And such is my disgust at the heavy 
toll taxpayers must bear as a result of self-serving politicians like Weaver, Quintero and Najarian whose unabashed 
pandering  have contributed significantly to a government gone awry. I think I saw them before in Macbeth: 

When shall these three meet again? 
"When the hurly-burly's is done?" 
"Fair is foul and foul is fair,  
Hover through the fog and filthy air." 

 

 
 

SONG AND DANCE, OR DOG AND PONY, IT‟S THE CITY'S ELECTION FORUM TOUR 
 

The most entertaining show in the city just completed its semi-final run at Verdugo Woodlands. There was 
music and poetry. From Stepanian rendition of "Brother can you spare a dime" actually sung when it was his turn to 
close, to Najarian's poetry, "If loving you is wrong, then I don't want to be right." Well it wasn't quite this trite, his 
interpretation was a loving rendition to safety personnel, "If supporting our police and fire is a crime, then I am 
guilty." For Najarian, there is no room for empathy to the struggling ratepayer of the GWP so long as the money will 
go to our dear millionaire wannabes in uniform.  

Quintero got into the act as well, but missing from his homilies was his new 
trademark: "The sun will rise tomorrow." Quintero, a stout defender of all things payroll and 
pension now gives us the assurance that eventually the stock market will rebound and we 
won't feel the pain of all those golden pensions. In the mean time, we can suck it up and pay 
tens of millions in pensions obligations. He won't admit that his lack of knowledge of city's 
finances allowed himself to be suckered into approving pension rates that create millionaire 
retirees out of fire and police personnel.  

We also had the poo-pooer of all time when it comes to showing up about city finances. Teahan faults 
those who bother to learn about city finances, but has no qualms about promoting a new business tax and gives his 
unqualified support for the Utility Users' Tax. Heck, he might even be willing to pay your taxes if you run out of cash.  

For these three, there is little sympathy for the struggles of the common man, the homeowner, the rate 
payer and taxpayer. But they've surely  found their most ardent voice to support those with the most secure jobs, 
highest salaries, health benefits and golden pensions.   

There you have it. Song, poetry, fantasy, and sorrow. Stepanian can put the talents of these practiced 
actors to good use if the coming election results finds them with nothing else to do.  

"Once we build a railroad, now itôs done; brother can you spare a dime?" HERBERT MOLANO 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The Lender Locked Me Out!  
Reader's Question: Christian: Some jerk calling himself a "bank representative" showed up at 
my house and RE-KEYED my property. I called the police! What is going on in this world? I am 
NOT yet in foreclosure but I have missed the past 3 monthôs mortgage payments. I called your 
office and a member of your staff asked me if I received a "N.O.D" [Notice of Default] or a 
Notice of Trustee Sale and the answer to both is NO. I have received nothing from this lender. 
Can they just walk into my house and re-key it?  
Christian's Response: Calling the police was a GREAT move. Make sure you get a copy of 
the police report. Here's what you do....Call your Lender and advise them as to what just 
occurred then, call an attorney. This lender has absolutely NO RIGHT to act in any manner 

588  last week 643 this week 
Glendale Foreclosures 

Hitting a new high in  
Glendale Foreclosures 
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even remotely close to what you described. I will not quote law. I will leave that to the 
professionals with a bar license. You are more than welcome to email me back or 
contact our office anytime but at this point.......call the lender and advise them that you 
are no dummy and they have violated about 99% of the laws written to 
protect homeowners and furthermore, trespassed on to your property. Tell the lender 
the entire story. [Remember all calls to your lender are RECORDED.] Document the 
bank reps name and the time you called. Raise hell. Make your case over the phone 
with them. Remember the questions my office asked you about (N.O.D.) Once you've finished and you've heard 
what they have to say, let us know ......... 
Reader's Response and Follow Up: Hi Christian, Thanks for responding back to me so quickly. Well, I contacted 
[lender's name] and get this, the rep said, ñwhat do you expect if you don't make your payments?" I retorted, ñSorry 
but I know my rights, you are to inform me in writing if I am in default with a NOD. Have you filed a notice of default, 
I asked?ò  

BAM! Suddenly this "smart" bank employee wasn't so smart and immediately changed her tune. She 
explained that the notice of default was filed last week and they called a guy to check out the property and change 
the locks, if possible. Could you believe those scum bags? Then, to add further salt to the wound, the rep told me 
that I would need to speak with someone in their "short sale dept" to see if I "qualify" for a short sale. I told the rep. I 
didn't need to speak anyone. Just put it in your notes that I will be doing a short sale and you'll be receiving a short 
sale package from a firm I retained. Thank you!  

Christian, I feel GREAT! You have empowered me!!! It pays to educate people.  
P.S. I found out that the guy they sent out to my house was in "property preservation." I called this fatso back as 
well. He told me that if the property is empty, the bank has all the right in the world to come in and just take 
possession. I told him not to worry about it anymore; my attorney would be taking it from here. 
              CHRISTIAN ARBID 
 
The writer is a Real Estate Broker and Loss Mitigator. 818.232.7899 Questions Relating to Foreclosures, 

Short Sales, Saving Your Home, Loan Modifications check out his blog at www.LenderLies.info .....Email 
Christian at christianarbid@gmail.com and your question will be answered in the next issue of Vanguard. 

The only way to make sure people you agree with can speak is to support the rights of people you don't agree with.  ELEANOR HOLMES 
NORTON  
 

TAKE ACTION – GET INVOLVED – BE INFORMED – SHARE VANGUARD – VOLUNTEER 
Moral cowardice that keeps us from speaking our minds is as dangerous to this country as irresponsible talk. The right way is not always the 
popular and easy way. Standing for right when it is unpopular is a true test of moral character.    Margaret Chase Smith 

2Shout Box   ED ï Letters published do not necessarily express the opinion of Vanguardians, this publication, the organization or Barry 

Allen. Names are used only when requested. Initials are used as there are people, believe it or not, who are concerned with retaliation or have 
issues before a legislative body. Letters will be published that are signed and are not hate oriented. 
 

We get mail:  I didnôt believe Vanguard or the Glendale Family Jewels (GFJ) when you 

both came out with a copy of a check from the City of Glendale made payable to 
Quinteroôs business, Alliance for Education. I checked with the County and there was 
no such name filed as a dba (doing business as a fictitious name). The City 
apparently did not conduct a due diligence on that issue. Then when Vanguard 
pointed out that Quintero lied on his Statement of Economic Interest perjuring himself, 

why didnôt the City Attorney take action? When we voted him back in 2005 he said he would 
complete his term and then immediately started running for State Assembly, a post to which he 
wasnôt elected.  Now he is running for re-election. I would recommend voting for the Devil instead. At least you 
know the Devilôs motives. Letôs all get together and say, ñGoodbye, Frank.ò D. Smith, a former Quintero supporter. 

 

Your opening editorial on the News Press was unfortunately accurate.  I use the word ñunfortunateò 

only because, week after week, we see another historic newspaper in America go out of business.  Not that the 
News Press would ever be considered ñhistoricò, but it is our local paper.  We no longer live in the era when blatant 
partisanship was the norm, largely because so many cities only have one paper remaining, and there is an issue of 
integrity/responsibility to be fair and balanced in the reporting of events. This little rag would disappear if ñMother 
Timesò was not propping it up. 
     The News Press is totally committed to the City Hall crowd, and their petulant city editor, Michael Miller, makes 
no bones about it. In his irate, simpering voice, he has told both my wife and me that out attacks on the 
establishment, and its allies, cannot be printed.  Amusingly, when I went after the Woodlands ogre, Myrna Stanley, 
for her attack on you, this started the ñwarò between the News Press and us; it was OK for her to defame you, but 

http://www.lenderlies.info/
mailto:christianarbid@gmail.com
http://www.wisdomquotes.com/002618.html
http://www.wisdomquotes.com/002618.html
http://www.wisdomquotes.com/002618.html
http://www.wisdomquotes.com/002119.html
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my response was ñoffensiveò.  Not unlike Richard Nixon, the News Press has its Enemies List. If you get into 
protected territory, forget about getting anything ever published again.  To test this, I did an article about all the 
wildflowers in bloom along the 134 freeway and the hillsides, and the traditional beauty of Glendale.  This was 
deemed of ñno interestò.   
     We were advised, in no uncertain terms, that the ñOxy Moronò is the chosen one, and no criticism of him will be 
tolerated; he will receive the highest recommendation at the appropriate time, followed by the ambidextrous back-
stabber, the oleaginous Mr. Quintero, and the vacuous glass seller, Ms Friedman.  In Glendale, freedom of the 
press is a one way street; you are free to write whatever the News Press wants you to write.  You dare not attack 
the Civil Service Gods.  JW 

 

Unfortunately, I am committed tomorrow and won't be able to make this meeting.  Please let me know what 

the outcome is.  I have been in Arizona for the past week, and understand that I have missed out on all kinds of 
juicy goings on.  Seems as this election is really exposing the nasty politics of Glendale.  I just got into my 119 e-
mail messages, and see there are several from Hal Weber giving the low-down on some of our council hopefuls.  I 
am sure that your "Hot Issues" will be near the melting point.  HA 
 

A couple of observations: 
1) GNP's headline "Union declines pay raise" is extremely curious. I have never seen a union agree to amend an 
existing labor contract unless someone first asked for them to do so. This is damage control. The only reason they 
would voluntarily make this change is to soften public opinion toward their already bloated salaries propped up by 
extremely high utility payments. 
  
2) Biggsô Community Commentary and viscous attack against Philpott is further evidence that the public employee 
unions are extremely powerful and extremely interested in the status quo. Philpott is a career civil servant who has 
been dedicated to public safety. Biggs makes a series of statements that are either flat wrong about the fire service, 
or are deceptive because of half-truths or partial information. RR 
 

The Glendale News Press has made us victims by demonstrably taking the attitude that the City 

Management and the Firefighters union are doing what is best for ALL OF THE GLENDALIANS. Their refusal to 
print candidate Bruce Philpottôs rebuttals to former fire chiefs, who are still feeding themselves with our money while 
protecting their CALPERS troughs. Philpott was told by the higher ups at the LA Times to go buy an ad. Donôt they 
realize that they, too, will be caught up in the financial maelstrom as the car dealers, malls and other large 
advertisers change their advertising methods? The GNP is a newspaper of exclusion not inclusion. The editorial 
content is apparently dictated by City Management; they donôt follow up on stories they report. Remember the 
Chevy Chase prostitute who was arrested in September? Whatever happened? Did she fall through the cracks? 
Actually the Judge kicked the case and she is home, with Quintero and Teahan yard signs stuck in her lawn.  

Ask yourselves why the firefighters and the News Press are excluding Philpott from their newspaper. Why 
did certain members of the Ara Najarian family foster and promote a rumor that, even though admitting it was 
unfounded, was intended to do harm to the reputation of a fine American. What is the reason? It is simple. Philpott 
is looking for accountability. They are not. Philpott has a good pension. He has invested wisely and is making his 
time, talent and knowledge available to ALL GLENDALIANS. I voted for him and I encourage you to throw out the 
old and bring in someone without a hidden agenda. A man who understands the dynamics of government and is 
willing to work for all of us. AR 

. 

 
 

Utility Users Tax:  Official Argument against Measure U 
The City of Glendale wants you to vote for a measure they say will cut your 
telecommunications tax rate.  In fact it will INCREASE YOUR TAXES because the City will 
increase the number of devices and services you pay taxes on.  If a non-taxed service is 
bundled with a taxed service you will be taxed on BOTH! 
 
Donôt be fooled, the money goes into the General Fund to pay salaries. The tax is NOT 

earmarked for essential services. That is scare talk.   

¶ The existing 7% tax is only on a portion of your telephone service, while the 6.5% tax will tax many 
additional uses like watching TV on your cell phone and those not even invented. 

¶ This is a general tax. As it is not earmarked it will be used for City salaries and benefits. 

¶ City documents show that this measure WILL increase your overall telecommunication taxes. 

¶ An affirmative vote will make it more difficult to challenge the law when it is wrong. 
 
A óNOô vote will save you money. 
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Taxpayers and families are facing loss of jobs, foreclosures, higher food prices, declining home values and higher 
utility rates.  
Vote óNOô if you want to cut your tax bill. 
Remember the $100K club, 523 city employees being paid between $100,000 and $250,000 in 2007, not counting 
benefits. In 2008 they received $8,000,000 in raises from your pocket.  
 
A óNOô vote is a vote for accountability.  A óNOô vote means money in your pocket.  
A óNOô vote sends a message to council to live within their means like we do.  
A óNOô vote may mean a refund of the onerous tax. 
 

“The power to tax is the power to oppress, and people have rebelled against that 
power ever since taxes have been imposed. The California voters are no different, and in 
November 1996, they passed Proposition 218, known as the “Right to Vote on Taxes 
Act.” They demanded, and received, the right to approve any increase of a local tax 
before it goes into effect.” From the appeal by the City of Los Angeles on the egregious tax on 
cell phone usage. 
 
By voting yes on proposition U you will be telling the City of Glendale to tax your entire cell 
phone bill, not just the airtime you use. There is a difference. Presently you pay for bundled 
services – airtime, voicemail and three-way calling. You are supposed to be billed only for airtime 
originated and terminated in Glendale instead you are taxed on the entire bill. A yes vote will give 
the City the authority to make what was illegal, legal. You and I don‟t get that chance. Let the City 
learn how to live within its means just like we do. 

 
Join the 76% of Glendale voters who are opposed to the UUT. 

 
 

We get calls: You are right about the GNP endorsements. There was no public scrutiny 

and no corroboration of the candidates‟ statements. Vanguard published the criteria for their 
selections. The selections were made by the voters.  

 
Now that CCM Quintero is on the Airport Commission I haven‟t heard any reports. Why not? 

[ED – He did enjoy the tax paid trip to Hawaii.] 
 
Dave Weaver is the Mike Mohill of the City Council.  Weaver is as bloated as the salaries he votes for and 
rants about 
 
It looks like they are worried about Bruce Philpott. Wagons are being circled because staff and 
management don‟t want fiscal accountability. 
 
I noticed that the last piece of junk mail supporting Quintero and Najarian was from the police and fire 
unions and yet did not show Glendale employees or equipment. You were right that with the campaign 
contribution limits these unions would do anything to keep candidates who are not willing to give them 
more money out of office and you were right about the Hatch Act. I haven‟t seen these guys walking the 
streets. 

 
I overheard some people talking about the election. If Drayman‟s‟ „picks‟ win they will make 
him Mayor for Life. [ED and Weaver only wanted City paid healthcare for life. But at his age 
he must get Medicare for life and that seems to work for many Americans.] 

 
A CCM was overheard saying there would be good news for the taxpayer on March 30

th
, just a 

week before the election about contract negotiations. The incumbents are so happy. Bottom-line is that the 
Managers and the Fire union opened the re-negotiations before the election to help the incumbents they endorsed.. 

 
 

What is the Federal Hatch Act and why does it apply to the Glendale Firemen? [ED – Below is 
the information that an attorney can understand] 
 
The Hatch Act applies to executive branch employees who are principally employed in connection with programs 
financed in whole or in part by loans or grants made by the United States or a federal agency.  Additionally, 

http://www.courtinfo.ca.gov/opinions/archive/B185373.PDF
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employees should be aware that the prohibitions of the Hatch Act are not affected by state or local laws. 

¶ Permitted Activities: Covered local employees may- actively campaign for candidates for public office nonpartisan 

elections  

¶ Prohibited Activities: Covered local employees may not- use official authority or influence to interfere with or affect 

the results of an election  

 

¶  In response to the Community Gardens, Sam Engel of Neighborhood Services has this to say: ñThere is no staff 
person functioning as a community garden manager for the Monterey garden now being developed.  The Los 
Angeles Community Garden Council, Inc. is under agreement to operate the Monterey garden.  Their local 
affiliate is the Coalition for a Green Glendale.  Because the Coalition is not a registered non-profit corporation, 
they are using Glendale Clean & Beautiful, Inc. as their fiscal agent, receiving their funds and paying their 
bills. Coalition members are doing most of the work to organize and set-up the garden.  Alek Bartrosouf is the 

young man who has been the point person for the Coalition.  Landscape Architect Guillaume 
LeMoine has been handling the technical landscaping issues. 

Jaixen Webb, an Outreach Specialist in Neighborhood Services and Juan Gonzalez, 
Outreach Program Supervisor provide staff support to the Coalition for developing the garden 
and the beautification project that is on the Monterey Road frontage of the garden.  The 
community garden assignment is one that they have taken on in addition to their regular duties 
for Neighborhood Services.  Right now the garden takes about 20% of their work time.  Once 
the garden is built and is operating and self-governing, this should reduce to about 10% of 

Jaixenôs time only, with his limited time dedicated to facilitating contacts with City departments as needed and 
keeping the group functioning to manage the garden themselves, typical community development activities that 
we would do with other neighborhood groups.  Obviously a part of my time is devoted to checking on Juan and 
Jaixenôs activities. 

As far as I know, there is no community garden manager in the Park, Recreation & Community Services 
Department for the Palmer and Verdugo gardens.  Oversight is handled by Parks Maintenance supervisors as a 
part of their duties there.ò 

 

¶ Mayor Drayman made a commercial in City Hall for Ann Ransford and another on the City streets for Laura 
Friedman. Were permits required and taken out? [ED City Clerk says yes to the first question and no to the 
second. The videos were for a commercial purpose and were displayed on cable for public use thus 
required permits. Of course, there are no penalties. This may be a conflict with the City Ordinance and 
Family Jewels has called for an investigation by the City Attorney. From a GFJ blogster:   

ñCity Staffer in the CA Office said...  Here's the inside scoop on the situation. Starbird and Howard are covering Drayman on 

this. Drayman asked the City Attorney's office if he could use chambers and the back office for a video. After less than a 
week he was told NO, and his response was basically, itôs ok, I already took care of it. Ransford was seen at City Hall with a 
camera that same week and she was there to see Drayman.  
 
Starbird and Howard are really going out of their way to protect Drayman on this. They know he broke the law. 
 
As a city staffer I am getting fed up with this. I know the folks at City Hall are reading this because of the last comment I 
made. This is a message for them: If you donôt do the right thing, I will be filing a whistle blower complaint with the Public 

Integrity Unit at the DA's office. I am not going to stand idly by anymore. MARCH 23 ,  2009  7 : 05  PM ]ò 
 

FROM City Attorney: There is a penalty if the person or group is caught and the activity violates the code to the 
extent that it appears a conviction can be obtained beyond a reasonable doubt.  All violations of the code are either 
infractions or misdemeanors unless another penalty is specifically stated. That said, many times for different types 
of violations, staff has an office conference or in the case of a first offense, issue a warning/admonishment 
(somewhat akin to a police officer giving a warning and not a traffic ticket depending on the circumstances).  

 
 

Click to view the agenda   City Council    Housing Authority   Redevelopment Agency  
Monday, March 30 No Meetings Scheduled 

 
Tuesday, March 31 

2:30 Glendale Housing Authority -- Glendale Redevelopment Agency -- Joint Meeting: Proposed Improvements to Griffith 

Manor Park  
6:00 pm Glendale City Council City Council Chambers, City Hall, 613 E. Broadway, Glendale.  548-4844 
 
Wednesday, April 1  

Zoning Administratorôs Hearing ï 9:30 am, Municipal Services Building, Room 105, 633 E. Broadway,  
Parks, Recreation & Community Services Commission ï 2:00 pm, City Council Chambers,  
 
Thursday, April 2 

http://glendalefamilyjewels.blogspot.com/2009/03/mayor-drayman-breaking-law.html?showComment=1237860300000#c7003779599019287048
http://www.ci.glendale.ca.us/agenda.asp?OrganizationID=4
http://www.ci.glendale.ca.us/agenda.asp?OrganizationID=37
http://www.ci.glendale.ca.us/agenda.asp?OrganizationID=176
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Committee for a Clean & Beautiful Glendale ï 8:15 am, Perkins Community Room, 141 N. Glendale Ave,  
Design Review Board #1 -- 5:00 pm, Municipal Services Building, Room 105,633 E. Broadway,  
 

3  Public Information 

A request for City documents showing the firemen assigned to station23 and the telestaff roster were 
incomplete, illegible and unresponsive. The documents were returned to the City Attorney with a statement 
about the lack of that information so noted. 
 

City $100K 
Members 

Population Ave $100K 
Pay 

High Pay Population 
Ratio 

$100K Total 

Santa Ana 373 340,000 120,751 City Mgr                  $192,441. 910 $4,398,778 

Hunt Bch 323 192,885 126,972 City 
Administrator     $230,281        

597 $38,271,985 

Long 
Beach 

831 466,520 121,734 Harbor Director     $278,419 561 $101,161,253 

Pasadena 470 143,400 130,113 City Mgr                   $243,528 305 $61,153,261 

Torrance 425 141,420 133,938 City Manager           $253,295 333 $44,601,288 

Glendale 523 207,000 131,662 Fire BC                     $250,830 376 $68,859,005 

Average 476 246,793 127,528                                  $241,465 529 $53,000,000 

CCM Weaver missed the boat on his calculations on employee costs. The figures from 2007 show Glendale is the 
2

nd
 highest in average pay and club members, 3

rd
 highest in top pay and population. Data was compiled from public 

records. 

 
4 Vanguardians  

¶ Wednesday conference call report: We had a number of people on the weekly call. There were 
questions about the election and concerned calls about the flagrant way certain council members 
are treating the financial meltdown. There is room for you to share the conference call. 
 

¶ Vanguardians Conference call is every Wednesday at 11 AM and by popular demand at 7PM on 
Wednesday.  A discussion of the previous City Council meeting, upcoming events and more.  Call 
1-270-696-1555 Access code 521782# to ask questions and get answers.  

 

¶ Vanguard Friday Breakfast Club had a powerful energetic group for the first event at Foxy‟s. They 
had an excellent opportunity to share their opinions while networking and get up close and 
personal with candidates for public office.  We are looking forward to seeing you at FOXY‟S, 206 W 
Colorado, every Friday. 

 

¶ Get breaking Glendale News by signing up for an RSS feed at www.vanguardians.org.   
 

¶ Here is an opportunity for you to suggest web links and events to the Vanguardians website without 
having to register.  Just click on the "Suggest a Link" and "Tell Us about an Event" links from the main 
menu and submit the forms. You can also contact webteam@vanguardians.org directly.  

 

Á Serious bloggers wanted for the Vanguardians website. Contact webteam@vanguardians.org for 
more information. 

 

¶ Vanguardians filed its annual IRS form 990 form for CY 2008 

http://www.vanguardians.org/
mailto:webteam@vanguardians.org
mailto:webteam@vanguardians.org
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5 the Insider is a digest of information from city employees that care about the way the City is run. As they 

are concerned about retaliation, their identities are secret. Vanguard provides them the opportunity to have this forum. The 
comments are their own.   
 

 The City does not like acknowledging cost cutting measures if they were not developed by the 
managers since, politically, it appear that the managers were not doing their job. Staff suggestion to 
improve service or cut costs are routinely ignored for fear of making a manager look bad.  
 
Faced with the current budget issues, when is a candidate going to take on the waste associated 
with the DRB process. I hear of DRB members taking personal actions against projects and having 

staff run around all day like personal assistants while they pursue an action against their neighbors. That sort of 
thing doesn't seem to be worth the cost.   

 
6 Humor 

 
CM Starbird at Wednesday staff meeting 

 

VANGUARDIANS needs your  
continuing financial support 

 
Please make checks payable to ñVANGUARDIANSò  

Mail to:  POB 11202 Glendale, CA 91226 
 Contributions are tax deductible  

You will receive a receipt for income tax purposes 
You may also donate online at www.vanguardians.org  

 
 

 

http://www.vanguardians.net/
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7 The Election Process:   

 
From Sam Engel Neighborhood Services:  
Here is the count of the illegally posted signs collected in the past week: 
Sahakian ï 4 
Kazazian ï 2 
Friedman ï 1 
Philpott ï 1 
Najarian ï 2 
  
 Read Candidate Campaign Contribution Statements  Read responses to Vanguardians questionnaire 

 
Glendale Municipal Election April 7, 2009: Candidate Contact Information   
 
The City Unions have given Ara Najarian $40,000 and Frank Quintero $33,400. A small investment with big returns! 
CCM Najarian and Quintero, we call on you to honor the spirit of campaign finance reform and give the money back 
and just say, óNOô to the IE committees. Off year and after election contributions, if any, are not included. 

8 Public Safety 

Abraham Meltzer, a civil side Assistant US Attorney in Los Angeles, wrote a letter to the GNP supporting the City of 
Glendaleôs responsibility for paying the punitive damages assessed against two Glendale police officers saying if 
they didnôt support them other police officers wonôt do their job. Apparently 12 jurors thought these two officers 
didnôt do their job and brought in the verdict against them. 
 

Vanguard Analysis: Four Person Engine Teams Not the Rule  
Many Comparable Cities Have Gone To Three Person Engines -  
Last week, it was the Davis Enterprise leading the way on reforming city expenditures on staff.  First, the Davis 
Enterprise in a front page story followed up on the Vanguard's August 2008 report on the 100K Club of Davis 
finding the number of employees who received over $100K in salary and overtime increased from 61 to 72 in 2008.  
Then Rich Rifkin's column looked at Fire Department expenditures.  Finally the Davis Enterprise's editorial staff 
recommended on Sunday that the fire department scale back from the current staffing level of four person per 
engine to three. 

On February 24, we examined the cost per service call in Davis compared to other comparable stations.  It 
was determined that Davis ranked fourth in cost per service call among those stations, and the highest of those 
department that only provide basic rather than advanced life support services.  Those that rank higher also fund 
ambulance and full paramedic services. 

The Vanguard examines the same 12 fire departments on this question. The Vanguard found that only two 
other cities have primarily four person fire engines like Davis does.  FULL ARTICLE 
 

info@vanguardians.org to subscribe to the Weekly News on issues that impact Glendale. The media with a voice; the organization that 
gets results you want; we encourage and support advocacy, involvement and engagement with government. Vanguard 
is intended for personal use by recipient and forwarding without change to recipient‟s personal email list. Vanguardians is a 501C3 
charitable non-profit corporation Contributions are tax deductible. Vanguardians does not use commercial fundraisers. To ensure you 
receive Vanguard, please add our email addresses info@vanguardians.org, and ba@fieldworks.net  - to your address book or Internet 
Service Provider safe list. Annual subscription for email $50, by US Mail $75, Newsstand $2 per issue Copyrighted materials used with 
permission. ©2009 
 

 

Monopolies are good, right? 
Why canôt I call Southern California Edison 
and get their power. GWP is an investor 
owned utility but the investors have very little 
say. Maybe a visit to the State Assembly and 
the Senate to have anti-monopoly legislation.  

In addition we received a legal directive that the oversized Kazazian signs attached 
to the panel truck parked in the City parking lot on Verdugo/Mountain are legal as 
long as the meter for the space in which the truck is parked has time on it. 
 

http://www.glendalevotes.org/campaign_disclosures.aspx
http://www.vanguardians.org/index.php?option=com_rubberdoc&view=category&id=920%3Aelection-watch-2009&Itemid=56
http://www.opengovernmentinglendalecalifornia.org/GME%202009%20Candidate%20List%202-10-09.htm
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102522166823&e=00151PN9A7Il9dK61z2qo9mdVQjRBE_kaHGm5nkRjV8IqPH-5g8AQUWtjjo3ubBNJ-dqetWWshx4VN7Z7AMHEdjoH1ez7-MybNCoO-i25MiZUUDZJsVlzS21_yfKT7Lzi3YAzDr267qawJhNZfHnH9XEvVHyXf2SaUpqM-v8ZyffLy5QwGrEDPC62aJAlJoGpPFr5WESnRy0JIc3fz695F8aUXwCv-EpWvslBEe-EdWyqTRiC0S1XH7sRku4wA3nyGhba_csrgAeuPjDCRHNGtddTve-Mdl0s_Rv0l6B2zc4qqV7nTiHPDYTeTM-JTNeipCQToxWgWcX1Q=
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102522166823&e=00151PN9A7Il9esqlndKN1Uk7diLdM3Jfca6ipoqMBdZ_z2aEj2InCwsLoe0DJZg8qqBZw-rs5XulLGU34ME4HLZiKe2-a51iaOGX-jBNvFHSwpoFUuXxyLutp2zqyN4s9kjF83DEsCJfQgF7gwMcYrguyDXgGB4m0U-ciIFgcevZXSjx8z11n_hEq3jbLra4TXR2Uz4IQevuvPbTJCljOB9co73SzafvZhGCKyZx9JlPegNCHRvIwtzjINBB8Ult9cvrr1ucwHkXlfCYFf455OLCCABZWvppf0daicnS0dMV5w0NeVH0nF35B6IUMSMyRJe5sbMOsfSdE=
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102522166823&e=00151PN9A7Il9dK61z2qo9mdVQjRBE_kaHGm5nkRjV8IqPH-5g8AQUWtjjo3ubBNJ-dqetWWshx4VN7Z7AMHEdjoH1ez7-MybNCoO-i25MiZUUDZJsVlzS21_yfKT7Lzi3YAzDr267qawJhNZfHnH9XEvVHyXf2SaUpqM-v8ZyffLy5QwGrEDPC62aJAlJoGpPFr5WESnRy0JIc3fz695F8aUXwCv-EpWvslBEe-EdWyqTRiC0S1XH7sRku4wA3nyGhba_csrgAeuPjDCRHNGtddTve-Mdl0s_Rv0l6B2zc4qqV7nTiHPDYTeTM-JTNeipCQToxWgWcX1Q=
mailto:info@vanguardians.org
mailto:Vanguard1@charter.net
mailto:ba@fieldworks.net

