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VANGUARDIANS WEBSITES HACKED 

Vanguardians Purpose:  To Inform, Educate, & Motivate for Involvement, Engagement & Advocacy 

 
Let‘s keep LUNA Playhouse in Glendale. A new committee of performing arts minded 
people is working on several programs. Coming attractions:  
THE ELEPHANT MAN- a truly moving drama by Bernard Pomerance 
 8 pm on Fridays and Saturdays March 19 (Opening) 20, 26, 26; April 2, 3 (Easter 
Weekend) and 9 and 10, 2010;  Two Sunday matinees March 28 and April 11th at 2:30 

pm - Tickets are $20 at the door.  $15 for our E-mailing or Mailing List members in advance. Tickets from 
www.itsmyseat.com   Discount Code is 10319. 
 
WOW! The Women of the World event was a tremendous success on Saturday. The three women 
honored, Dr. Riane Eisler, Dr. Shilpa Sayana and Whitney Kroenke, told about their humanitarian 
efforts and greeted the 100+ women and men at the event in Pasadena. Fifty-Fifty Leadership 
Chair Pauline Field and volunteers put together a fabulous program. Dr. Eisler signed books until 
the supply ran out. Vanguard was a media sponsor and was acknowledged. 
 
As unemployment increases and unemployment insurance becomes a political issue, the few working 
souls have to pay for 25,000,000 government workers, 2500 of them in Glendale, a number that does not 
include temporary staffing, consultants, contract workers or parking structure staff or Beeline workers.  

 
The above chart from the US Bureau of Labor Statistics demonstrates why the State and Local 
government workers are better off financially than their private industry counterparts. Social Security 
recipients don‘t get COLA while CalPERS recipients do. Government workers are paid THREE TRILLION 
DOLLARS a year. A figure that continues to increase. Is it any wonder that the infrastructure is failing?  
 
Need a job? Even with a hard hiring freeze Glendale wants YOU! 
City of Glendale - Current Job Openings 

Title Closes 

Case Worker I / Job Services  

 
Fire Communications Shift Supervisor  

 
Forensic Specialist 

 
Lifeguard Series (Lifeguard I, II, III)  7/30/2010 

Mechanical Engineer I / Glendale Water & Power  

 
Pool Management Series (Assistant Pool Manager, Pool Manager)  7/30/2010 

Vanguard 
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The Government Watchdog 

Information for the 
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http://www.itsmyseat.com/
http://www.ci.glendale.ca.us/job.asp?liquid=true&JobID=1609
http://www.ci.glendale.ca.us/job.asp?liquid=true&JobID=1584
http://www.ci.glendale.ca.us/job.asp?liquid=true&JobID=1599
http://www.ci.glendale.ca.us/job.asp?liquid=true&JobID=1590
http://www.ci.glendale.ca.us/job.asp?liquid=true&JobID=1583
http://www.ci.glendale.ca.us/job.asp?liquid=true&JobID=1591
../../../AppData/AppData/AppData/AppData/Roaming/Microsoft/Word/www.vanguardians.org
mailto:info@vanguardians.org
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Reserve Police Officer 

 
Revenue Manager 

 
Senior Gardener  3/19/2010 

Senior IT Applications Specialist / Housing Systems  

 
 
Last Saturday morning: The mailed Vanguards were in the care of the USPS; the Current Issue posted 
online when a phone call came into Vanguardians 9-1-1: ―Your website was hacked!‖ A quick check 
showed Osama bin Laden was there. An urgent call to our web master Diana Ringer who had a training 
scheduled later that day for 10 volunteers, cancelled the training and within an hour our websites were up 
and running. There still are a few things that need repair. If you see one, let us know. A big thanks to 
Diana and her crew. 
  

Welcome to Willy Guardado of Hempstead NY who has taken on the role of Vanguardians Volunteer 
Forensic Accountant.  Vanguardians is a local government accountability organization. We sometimes 
find it necessary to review public documents such as budgets and CAFRs, analyze the data and prepare 
our reports. Fortunately we now have two Accountants. 

 
Vanguardians, a local government accountability organization, needs a volunteer construction project 
manager. We sometimes find it necessary to review public documents such as construction plans, bid 
documents, work and change orders and want a chartered professional to prepare our reports. 
 
Wanted: A volunteer to review and report on public records. Contact Barry Allen 818 243 1502 
 
Vanguard is published independently by Vanguardians, Inc. Advocating for Accountability– Our vision is to live in a community 
where all people can enjoy accountability, integrity, effectiveness and responsiveness from our government.  

 

CONTENTS: 
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3) Public Records   

4) Vanguardians  
 

5) The Insider  
6) City Council 

7) Neighborhood News Briefs 
 

1 COMMENTARY 

You may agree or disagree with the views below. Feel free to comment on them. The commentaries do not necessarily reflect the 
position of Vanguardians 
 

From the Publisher…  IT’S ALL AN ACT – PARCEL TAXES ARE COMING 

 
Glendale City Council member Dave Weaver stood up against all the odds on Tuesday 
night and actually gave the perception of regional leadership when he said he wanted to 
wait for more information about the 710 extension to ease traffic flow and increase 
commerce in this region of California. Weaver did this knowing that his re-election is only 
13 months away. Weaver was then subjected to the witless remarks of Drayman. 

   Friedman displayed her lack of knowledge of politics and of listening to those who set her 
up to look bad when she bashed MTA Chair and City Council member 
Ara Najarian.  It appeared to me that her dais partners felt that she has 
had the audacity to outshine them.  
  Drayman did as expected. He wanted to refer to a 710 
advocate by a derogatory term but that is Montrose Mayor Drayman: 
clone of City Manager Starbird throwing stones at people that disagree 
with him. Starbird has the advantage, he can freeze the pay grade of an 
employee or stop the project of a developer that is bringing money and 
jobs into the community. Bottom line is that the Glendale public suffers 
because of ego. 

http://www.ci.glendale.ca.us/job.asp?liquid=true&JobID=1117
http://www.ci.glendale.ca.us/job.asp?liquid=true&JobID=1586
http://www.ci.glendale.ca.us/job.asp?liquid=true&JobID=1612
http://www.ci.glendale.ca.us/job.asp?liquid=true&JobID=1610
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  Najarian, as the last Armenian standing, took Friedman to task for getting her ‘facts’ wrong 
and gave the public an earful. 
  Quiintero finally showed some leadership as he explained to the audience his strategy to 
teach the MTA and the State of California a lesson. 
  The scenario on Tuesday night was a choreographed segment of the life of politicians in 
Glendale. The hit against Najarian; portraying Friedman as the novice she is; making a buffoon out of 
Weaver; showing the Mayor as a thoughtful strategist and of course Drayman as the actor he was. 
  Here are some relevant questions: 

1) What will happen if the MTA, State and Feds say to Glendale Management: Cooperate or there 
will be no more money from us to you? 

2) Where is Aramazd Stepanian when he could write a play about this choreographed adventure 
3) Why don’t the Council members on various outside boards, authorities and commissions give 

a report of those activities to the public? What happened in Washington with Friedman and 
Quintero stays in WDC? What happens at the airport commission; the league of cities and the 
MTA? 

 
The Parcel Taxes (PT) are coming. They are already in some of the cities east of Glendale. What is a 
parcel tax? It is a tax on your property that is earmarked for a particular agency. We are seeing them 
for education, an easy sell. I spoke at a City Council meeting where the Council was being asked to 
support a parcel tax. I asked the questions as to how the money will be used and accounted for. 
Answer: We’ll worry about it when we get it. The proponents were education administrators from that 
district and others; elected officials and one parent. The tax is only going to raise $7 million a year for 
5 years and the deficit this year alone is $21 million. 
  Things they don’t tell you: If your house sits on 3 lots, that’s three parcels; if you have 
multiple dwellings like 40 apartments that could be 41 times the amount of, let’s say $120 PT, $4920 a 
year in additional taxes and if all those apartments aren’t rented…you still have to pay. Now all parcel 
taxes aren’t equal. You’ve got to read between the lines and the fine print on the ballot. In one case 
there was an exemption for a senior. This particular senior thought his property was exempt from the 
tax; he was protected and wouldn’t have to pay the PT on his rental units on the property. Wrong. The 

exemption was only for the unit he lived in.   BARRY ALLEN  
 

Most people want the benefits of an accountable government but are afraid to support those that work 
toward that end often because they fear retaliation or are the beneficiaries of the largesse or corruption 
of government 

  

"THE WORLD OF POLITICS IS ALWAYS TWENTY YEARS BEHIND THE WORLD OF THOUGHT." - JOHN JAY CHAPMAN 

Coming Weeks – Glendale the business, homeowner friendly city; the new upper class created by City Councils; 
Leaders and Followers. 

 

 

COMMENTARY:   SAME SIDE, DIFFERENT ANGLES 

This past Tuesday night the citizens of Glendale got to see just how sticky politics can be. The 
most heated issue of the night came when the Council was deciding on the lengths they should go 
to become more involved in the opposition effort against the proposed underground tunnel 
connecting the Long Beach (710) and Foothill (210) freeways, a plan conceived all the way back in 
the 1950‘s. Scott Howard laid out the list of initiatives and levels of involvement, which ranged from 
―staying the course‖ to hiring lobbyists and consultants.  

Everyone on the council was for escalated opposition except for CCM Weaver, who 
claimed there was not enough research on things like the tunnel‘s environmental impact for him to 

make a decision. He wanted to ―wait and see‖ even though many studies have been published on the 
environmental and health impacts of dangerous ultra fine particles generated from heavy truck traffic. In 2002, 
UCLA published a study that found ―Those who live 165 feet downwind of a major freeway or busy intersection are 
exposed to potentially hazardous particle concentrations up to 30 times greater than 
normal background levels,‖ It was clear on Tuesday evening that Glendale residents 
didn‘t want to wait for any reports. They are acutely aware of the harmful effects 
increased traffic would bring to their community and many of them talked specifics like 
hardened arteries and problems with lung development in children.  

Weaver countered his colleagues and the public by taking us back in time – As 
per usual, he used his age as an indicator of his wisdom, droning on about being alive to 
see the birth of the freeway era. He asked what Los Angeles would be without freeways. 
His question was answered with possibly the most salient point of the night by Council Member Friedman, who 
asked ―Where would we be if we hadn‘t dismantled our trolley and light rail system?‖ which garnered fervent 
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applause from the audience. Friedman, who not only opposes the expansion for the health and environmental 
reasons, but also for policy ones, went further into the matter, questioning colleague Ara Najarian‘s decision to not 
vote at a recent MTA meeting that included the 710 Expansion project. She stated, ―I would have appreciated the 
opportunity for Glendale to clearly signal our position…Unfortunately, our representative on the MTA, Mr. Najarian 
chose not to oppose the 710 extension when they took this vote.‖ Even though Friedman tempered her comment, 
saying it wasn‘t an attack on Najarian and she understood the difficult political position he is in, she was met with 
firm words. Najarian accused her of poor fact checking, claiming, ―In no uncertain terms did I oppose the 710 
tunnel‖ and explained that where Friedman was confused lay in his voting on a package that included measures 
that would actually reduce truck traffic vis-a-vis, the High Desert Corridor, which is linked to the 210. He indirectly 
accused her of playing armchair QB, as well. ―The MTA board is a very complex board with many, many powerful 
individuals that need to be dealt with in a certain way,‖ This observation gave the public a rare insight to the 
pragmatic dance city officials are faced with in their daily jobs. He offered up the vested interest in the tunnel, a 
Spanish organization that would make money off the extension through heavy tolls. He concluded with something 
everyone in the room but Weaver could rally behind, stating ―This is the single-most important issue facing us as 
residents of Glendale.‖  

Even with the end of the meeting feeling like a united front amongst Glendale, the city council and the 
surrounding communities, City Attorney Scott Howard cast a foreboding shadow over the proceedings, warning the 
Dais that an uncannily similar measure opposed by Santa Barbara on environmental grounds was denied all the 

way up to the Supreme Court. LAUREL MILLER 

COMMENTARY:    THE EXQUISITE SOCIOPATH AND THE CHARMING NARCISSIST. 
 

Ever wonder what really motivates someone to run for political office? Most of us imagine that he 
would have a lifelong history in pursuit of a just society or a deep desire to effect social values for all. 
But could the standard answer be quite different for nearly everyone in office? 

Some candidate may claim during his campaign his desire to right a perceived injustice or 
his eagerness to create for other generations the opportunities he never had. That's fodder for 
general consumption. It's for romantics. They, in essence, repeat for us the idealistic Pablum we are 

given in school, something about preserving the ideals of our founding fathers. But from all the indications we see 
from public officials today, only a handful truly hold office for their lofty convictions. 

The cynicism with which we now view so many politicians tells us that we no longer hold politicians in high 
esteem. So many of them are beholden to special interests that we can hardly get legislation approved in 
Washington. The number of municipal office holders indicted and convicted is so large that law enforcement 
authorities pay attention to only the more egregious cases. Two salient personality types could well define the 
preponderance of people now holding public office locally – The sociopath and the narcissist. But how does a voter 
know?  
  The voter is in a quandary. The sociopath is a smooth-talking confidence-generating and charming 

individual without a conscience. To the casual observer, that puts him at a 
huge disadvantage. To the people who volunteer their time for their sweet-
talking hero their quandary is even more difficult. They would have 
invested their energy and money for a failed office-holder and the 
volunteer would be in a terrible inner quandary to accept the new reality. 
They would experience cognitive dissonance as Psychologist Leon 
Festinger would describe it. 
  A sociopath knows how to pull your strings, echo your 

expectations, align his political views to yours, and mimic all the empathy and concern you 
heart so desperately wants to see. But he often has no conscience or holds any remorse. The sociopath can read 
his victims like a book and play them for all they are worth. No lie is big enough to tell and no promise is big enough 
to break.   
  The narcissist, on the other hand, is a partial sociopath with some self-recognized psychic issues, but he is 
driven to his own aggrandizement without the least capability for demonstrating empathy. Once in a while, we also 
are unfortunate enough to vote in a mediocrity who quickly becomes an authoritarian, anti-social, seeking power 
and prestige, but brewing with hostility against anyone who crosses his path or against a perceived challenger 
whom the public may regard as deserving of praise.  
  The problem for voters is that they‘ll never know the real candidate until he takes office.  That‘s where the 
facts come in. Facts allow us to test if the beliefs we held about the law-maker match the policy we observe coming 
from him.  

In Glendale, we continually see policies that are awfully skewed, disproportionate, unfair and directed 
toward special interests instead of the public good. Watch and observe for example the state of the infrastructure 
and the burden the public bears. 
  Roads reconstructed in the whole city for a whole year is less than one mile (out of 350 miles). Electrical 
rate charged to commercial establishments are the highest in the state. Electric customers by the thousands are 
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struggling to pay their high electricity bills. Schools are bearing an unfair burden in electrical rates as well. Yet the 
discussion of policy to resolve these issues by the city council in the past year is almost non-existent.  
  The challenge to know your real councilmen becomes easier when you contrast those results with policies 
that do get implemented. 

Employee payroll expenditures increased in the past ten years – In excess of 50%.  
Pension contributions paid by the city – In increases over 300% in the same period.  
Medical benefits paid by the city – Over 500% increase this past decade. 
Special zoning favors to high-end developers – The rule. 
  I had held hopes that I would find once in a while, in at least one of the four men in office an inkling to 
improve our quality of life. But there is little interest. The name of the game is in greasing the skids for their new 
friends who are all lining up to do business with the city and in winning their petty skirmishes in which they involve 
themselves weekly. 

If their objectives were to make significant improvements in the lives of the general public, then it shouldn't 
take eight years to release a whole new set of Quality of Life Measures.   
  To philosophers who delve in epistemology, the source of knowledge lies at the intersection of what you 
believe and the truth. But getting at the real performance of the city and its leadership is not so easy. There is the 
continual obstruction to those seeking information. Then there is the onslaught of public relations imagery that 
clouds the vision of all but the most attentive voter.  

To my mind, what we have are at least three exquisite actors who, when you scratch the surface, seem 
devoid of empathy at best and most likely, devoid of a conscience.  
  I can't expect anyone else who hasn't had to experience their numerous deceptions first-hand or watched 
countless demonstrations of emotional shallowness to see the patterns that point their sociopathy. We can't fathom 
that other human beings so close to us could be so utterly treacherous or deceitful. Those images are for movies or 
the nightly newscast, we are bound to rationalize. They can't possibly be for those whose demeanor is so often 
appears pleasant or their greetings so flattering.  

But giving shape to these invisible men is essential if we are going to restore a decent government for the 
rest of us. .  HERBERT MOLANO 

 
COMMENTARY II:   13 REASONS FOR GOOGLE TO ADOPT GLENDALE FOR GOOGLE FIBER 

Google's Great Gigabit Gamble for Glendale  
 

     With only 13 days left before the Request for Information is due at Google's offices, can Glendale put 
together a persuasive case to Google to bring their investment of fiber internet to local residents? 
  How is Glendale exceptional in the use of technology and the internet that would justify Google to invest in 
Glendale for their Fiber initiative? Imagine you are sitting at the Google offices looking at 200 city applications to 
compete for Google Fiber services. Those may include cities that have already invested in WI-FI for their residents 
or who have made major strides in thinking new ways to use broadband speeds for the public good. 

Alternatively, what are the needs of this city that requires an infusion of investment from Google? How 
many elementary and middle school or college kids have no access to the internet? How would they benefit from a 
1 gigabit access to the internet?  

Simple hoorahs won't do it. The usual superficial marketing ploys to tout the 
Americana or claims itself as a Jewel city would have little relevance to an organization 
conceptualized out of hard metrics and a focused strategy to success. To win, Glendale 
must show a clear and distinctive justification from all the other cities who are vying for the 
award. 

Here are 13 hard reasons that may persuade Google if officially declared: 
 
1. Glendale declares that it will become the hub for multi-media, graphical and animation content. Major players of 
influence: Art Center College of Design, Disney animation, Glendale Community College, Dreamworks, Hollywood 
Production Center.  
 
2. Glendale government declares that it will enroll at least 1000 employees to start using Google's online electronic 
medical records, and will partner with the three area hospitals to adapt Google EMR for local use and enroll 
residents. Add to this initiative video content on healthy living and ways for the uninsured public to connect to 
doctors via webcams and two way-communications.  
 
3. Google EMR becomes the centerpiece for emergency preparedness by the Fire Department and its coordination 
with local area hospitals. The emergency coordination will continually involve the various reporting areas with full 
emergency preparedness instruction, using Google maps to demonstrate where the public can evacuate, get 
medicines, and coordinate meeting and finding relatives after an emergency declaration. Emergency personnel will 
then simulate how to attend to a varied population with their medical needs and while accessing vital medical 
information (with their consent.)  
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4. The city government will make a commitment to use Google documents to store and make available to the public 
essential public records. It will also encourage, whenever possible a move from MS office toward Google's range of 
online products as a budget saving initiative. Then provide motion graphics to convey to the public a 
comprehensive report on the state of the city. 
 
5. The GUSD will establish firm dates to have all teachers put their homework assignments on the web, and begin 
an initiative to reach out to students who are falling behind, absent from school due to illness, or creating content 
that will energize bored students. 
 
6. The city of Glendale will partner with private industry and the schools to ensure that every student has a 
computer at home with equipment that will make the new high speed access feasible. 
 
7. The Glendale Community College declares that it will move toward providing self-paced instruction content to be 
available on the web and will encourage the faculty to develop its own on-line materials thereby saving the students 
money by buying fewer textbooks. 
 
8. GCC and the GUSD will partner to create core curriculum classes online via YouTube. (Note at 1 gigabit you'll 
have full screen video displayed smoothly) and make use of technologies that allow the simulation of classroom 
experience over the internet. 
 
9. GCC commits to use the online youtube classes now provided by Harvard University. (see 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kBdfcR-8hEY) It commits to developing and disseminating its own courses to be 
made available online. 
 
10. GCC and the GUSD commit to use the free online content of the curriculum from MIT now available to any and 
all users for all their classes. (See MIT Opencourseware - http://ocw.mit.edu/OcwWeb/web/home/home/index.htm) 
 
11. All the official meetings and live content now subject to Warner Cable access and fees will be provided via the 
web. All video content for the city, GUSD and GCC to be made available on the internet. 
 
12. High Fib Wi-FI for all residents. A kind of wireless high-speed anywhere service. You step into Glendale borders 
and you are connected.  
 
13. The start of true telecommuting. Glendale commits 40% of new housing set aside for telecommuters and 
commits to reducing traffic congestion significantly with a robust telecommuting initiative for all residents. 
  
When you have the city, school district, community college, three major area hospitals, and two major movie 
studios all vying in concert for this service, Glendale will rise to the top contenders.  

 
 
Google's objective is to explore new ideas, identify obstacles, and explore new opportunities. Imagination and 
creativity on the use of high-speed internet in all aspects of living are the driving factors. Imagine live-video 
monitoring of an invalid parent available to new remote service providers. A whole new dimension to neighborhood 
watch live from your street. Finding scofflaws who run stop signs and who force pedestrians off the street.  

 
 
The sky is the limit: Environmental issues, health, education, conservation, are all open to an ever expanding use a 
fast medium. Japan has had ultra high speed to residents for years and millions are already connected. For them, 
the tiny square video box we normally see on YouTube is a thing of the past. 

 
 
If Glendale is to win this investment, it can't afford business as usual waiting years to get a simple initiative off-the-
ground (Now nearly two years to get the Quality of life indicators results) 

 
 

Thirteen initiatives in thirteen days. that's all the time left. Can we teach this mini dumbo how to fly?    

 

 HERBERT MOLANO 

 
860 Glendale foreclosures as of 3/12/10 

 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kBdfcR-8hEY
http://ocw.mit.edu/OcwWeb/web/home/home/index.htm
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TAKE ACTION – GET INVOLVED – BE INFORMED – SHARE VANGUARD – VOLUNTEER 

2Shout Box   ED – Letters published do not necessarily express the opinion of Vanguardians, Vanguard News Service, the 

organization or Barry Allen. Names are used only when requested. Initials are used as there are people, believe it or not, who are concerned 
with retaliation or have issues before a legislative body. Letters will be published that are signed and are not hate oriented. 

 
I love the cartoons of the councilmen. I think I got them all but who is the kid on the choo-choo 
train?  WC  [ED – We are going to give a prize for the 1

st
 and 10

th
 callers that get it right.] 

 
The chart on government workers vs. productive workers was very telling. I appreciate all you do 
for the residents of our city. It is too bad that there are dunderheads here that can‘t appreciate 

Vanguard trying to open their eyes. I read your comments a while back that said certain elected officials would do 
anything they could do to discredit you in order minimize the impact you have on educating us. KB [ED – Glendale 
isn‘t alone. In many of the cities I visit there is at least a handful of people that care and vocalize their concern 
about the lack of good management and meaningful oversight by the elected officials. Jerry Ori in Norwalk is one of 
those people. He has hit so many homeruns and scored touchdowns that the Mayor ordered the audio feed to the 
cable operator be ‗cut‘ during oral communications. Pretty egregious. We are working with Jerry to file a 
discrimination suit in Federal Court…the place where Judges don‘t rely on lobbyists.] 
 
Senate Bill 88 was written for the purpose of exempting FireFighters (FFs) from municipal bankruptcy. It is now a 
bill that would raise the price of vanity plates for FFs and allow a transfer upon their death. This is an important step 
by the legislature. They have gutted the bankruptcy protection bill replacing it with FF vanity plates. This says a 
lot because the lawmakers are beginning to understand voter discontent on protecting public labor unions. Thanks 
for allowing a forum for those that care. CC 

 

3 Public Information 

"Just the facts" 
It’s SUNSHINE WEEK - Records belong to the public Executive Editor Frank Pine San Bernardino Sun 

 
Today is the first day of Sunshine Week - a week in which newspapers and media outlets throughout the country 
are encouraged to stump for open government and increased awareness of laws mandating public access to what 
government is doing. 
 
In cooperation with the Sacramento Bee, here is the link to check on State worker wage information for 2009 and 

UC information for 2008. http://www.sacbee.com/statepay/ 
 

City spent hundreds of thousands of dollars on Temporary employees, technical workers and contract workers to 
augment City employees. These numbers don‘t include bus drivers, parking garage attendants or security guards. 
They do include sanitation workers. 

 
Home Page of Open Government (???) in Glendale California  
 

Click to view the agenda   City Council    Housing Authority   Redevelopment Agency  
Meetings at City Hall (CH) are in the Council Chambers, 2

nd
 Floor at 613 E Broadway. 

Meetings at the Municipal Services Bldg. (MSB) are in room 105 at 633 E Broadway. 
Meetings at the Perkins Bldg (PB) are in the Conference Room at 141 N Glendale Ave. 

Phone numbers are in area code 818 unless noted otherwise 
 

Please note:   City Council Chambers will be closed from March 17 through May 31.  All meetings that are normally held in 
Chambers will be moved to Room 105 of the Municipal Services Building, 633 E. Broadway, during this time 
 
Tuesday, March 16 

2:30 CH Housing Authority –548-2060;  
Redevelopment Agency -- 548-2005 
Joint Meeting –RE: Proposed Doran Gardens Affordable 

Home Ownership Development;–  
RE:  Proposed ―Legendary Tower Glendale‖  
6:00 pm City Council -- 548-4844 
 

Community Meeting RE:  GWP Smart Meters – 7:00 pm, 

Sparr Heights Community Center, 1613 Glencoe Way,  
 
Wednesday, March 17 

Planning Hearing – 9:30 am, MSB 548-2140 
 
Community-Police Partnership Advisory Committee – 12:00 
pm, Police Community Room,131 N. Isabel St.548-4818 

http://www.sbsun.com/pointofview/ci_14671850
mailto:frank.pine@inlandnewspapers.com?subject=San%20Bernardino%20County%20Sun:%20Records%20belong%20to%20the%20public
http://www.sacbee.com/statepay/
http://opengovernmentinglendalecalifornia.org/
http://www.ci.glendale.ca.us/agenda.asp?OrganizationID=4
http://www.ci.glendale.ca.us/agenda.asp?OrganizationID=37
http://www.ci.glendale.ca.us/agenda.asp?OrganizationID=176
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Building and Fire Board of Appeals – 2PM. MSB 548-3200 
 
Planning Commission – 5:00 pm, MSB 548-2140 
 
Community Meeting RE:  GWP Smart Meters – 7:00 pm, 

Perkins Community Room,141 N. Glendale Ave.,  
 
Thursday, March 18 

Arts & Cultural Commission – 2:00 pm, Room 105, 
Municipal Services Building, 
633 E. Broadway, Glendale.  (818) 548-2000 
 
Design Review Board #1 – 5:00 pm, Room 105, Municipal 
Services Building, 
633 E. Broadway, Glendale.  (818) 548-2140 
 
 

 

4 Vanguardians  
VANGUARDIANS is selling a 1975 34’ Silverton twin engine Cabin Cruiser located in Long Beach. 
Serious inquiries only. Revenue will be used for Vanguardians operations. 
 

Vanguardians has embarked on an ambitious program that will allow the public to see comparable wages and 
benefits paid by cities in Los Angeles County. The request for information can be found on the home page. 
 
Vanguardians requested information from Planning Director Haghani to determine if two Glendale City Council 
members got a free ride by allegedly violating zoning codes and permit requirements. The document can be found 
on the home page, and we are still waiting while the wagons circle. 
 
Vanguard is following the Charter Cable Lawsuit (2); the 5 GPD officers; Ovasapyan; Foothill Lumber; AIG 
(Gladys); Montrose Collection and other actions. They can be found at www.vanguardians.org  
 

Get breaking News by signing up for an RSS feed at www.vanguardians.org   
 

VANGUARDIANS needs your Continuing Financial Support 
Please make checks payable to ―VANGUARDIANS‖ Mail to:  POB 11202 Glendale, CA 91226 

 Your contributions are tax deductible. You will receive a receipt for income tax purposes 
You may donate online at www.vanguardians.org  

 

The Ralph M Brown Act that mandates legislative bodies to provide each of us an opportunity to speak and requires that 

agendas are posted and meetings open. 
 
The California Public Records Act (PRA) is the tool we use to get information about the operations of government. 

 
The Political Reform Act of 1974 allows public access to the financial reports of public officials.  

 

To become more involved in your community, to learn how to use these important tools, you can go online to 
www.vanguardians.org or call 818 243 1502 

 

5 the Insider is a report from city employees that care about the way the City is run. As they are concerned 

about retaliation, their identities are secret. Vanguard provides them the opportunity to have this forum. The comments are their 
own.    

 
The GPOA will announce it is willing to defer their 5% pay increase July 1, giving full credit to 
negotiations with Weaver. The strategy is hoped to get Weaver reelected once more because he is so 
easy to manipulate.  
 Also another consideration: The fire chief and union pres will not be able to keep the battalion 
chief's driver and personal aid position it has successfully defended in the past. It doesn't come close 

to meeting the "necessity" standard that the new fiscal year budget will demand. They will let it go before it gets 
scrutinized, because they know the data will not support the position, especially at a cost of over $600,000 per 
year.  
Boy, did Mr. Molano hit the City's culture head on with his "Commentary III' piece last week. But let's not forget the 
"Council effect".   

The managers are always looking for scapegoats further down the ranks to cover themselves for when the 
Council gets upset. Think back to trees, then fence, the water bill, etc. The employees that knew what the right 
thing to do were just shut up and hidden while those kissing up kept agreeing with the boss leading to the City 
looking stupid. Only a fraction of these types of situations become big issues, but they happen all the time. 
Starbird‗s greatest skill is to keep a lid on most of them with his control over the City systems. 

http://www.vanguardians.org/
http://www.vanguardians.org/
http://www.vanguardians.org/
http://www.vanguardians.org/
http://www.vanguardians.net/
http://www.brownact.org/
http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/cgi-bin/displaycode?section=gov&group=06001-07000&file=6250-6270
http://www.fppc.ca.gov/index.html?id=51
http://www.vanguardians.org/
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It's official!! Jan Edwards is the first female Engineer Manager in the City of Glendale's Building and Safety 
department. It is also the first time an incompetent male manager was removed and replaced with a female 
subordinate. Hope for women employees throughout the City. 
 

 

 6 THE ILLUSTRIOUS CITY COUNCIL          

Some men are born mediocre, some men achieve mediocrity, 
and some men have mediocrity thrust upon them. -- Joseph Heller, Catch 22. 

 
 When did it begin? 
Weaver* Quintero Najarian Drayman* Friedman 

1997 2001 2005 2007 2009 

   

* Drayman and Weaver terms end in April 2011 
 
Did you hear the one about the City Councilmen from two different cities when they met in 
Palm Springs? They were discussing how they got extra money because the jobs paid so 
poorly. The first said that he had a fire in his place of business and got a super insurance 
settlement. The other said his condo had a flood and he got a big insurance payout that 
paid for everything including living expenses. He said he had someone who owed him and 
got a place to live for free while banking the per diem.  

The first councilman said, ―So, how do you start a flood?‖ 
 

 

7 NEWS BRIEFS FROM THE NEIGHBORHOOD  

From the LA Daily News: The City of Los Angeles, in order to shift the deficit burden to the property owners rather 
than cut expenses, is asking that sidewalk repairs be done by the property owners not the City, that ambulance 
rates are raised and  new fees are assessed to the property owners. Nary a word about cutting expenses as 
LADWP management gets a $5.5M raise. 
 
Intimidation is no way to improve public's perception of firefighters 
If the phone call hadn't come from someone I knew personally, I might have doubted a caller who said a city of Las 
Vegas firefighter came to his home recently and asked him to sign a petition supporting firefighters resisting pay 
cuts. But it was someone I knew. So when he said he saw a firefighter and a Las Vegas Fire Department truck, I 
believed him. Now this isn't something firefighters are supposed to do, according to Tim Szymanski, spokesman for 
Las Vegas Fire Department. It's unequivocally against policy. 
 
State Lawmakers Seek To Ban Unemployment For Elected City Officials 
Alarmed that a Rosemead city councilman collected unemployment benefits after he left office, state lawmakers 
moved Monday to close a loophole and prevent such payments. Read more here. 
 
Orange County Model Landscape Ordinance Saves Cities Money and Time 
AB 1881, enacted in 2006 as part of the state‘s ongoing policymaking in this regard, required local agencies to 
adopt a State Model Ordinance reducing landscape water use -- or a local ordinance that is ―at least as effective 
as‖ the State Model -- by January 1, 2010.   
 
State lawmakers, city council members and all the elected officials in between secretly hear from lobbyists during 
public meetings all the time. There's something particularly galling about lobbyists sitting in the audience during a 
public meeting and texting officials on the dais with instructions on what to say, as if they were ventriloquists. We'd 
prefer to see lawmakers at all levels "turn off all electronic devices," as they say in theaters, and pay attention to 
what's happening in the room. People testifying in person deserve that courtesy. How frustrating it must be to try to 
make your point in the short time allotted, knowing that officials may be focused instead on messages from the 
folks they really listen to. [ED - Vanguardians has proposed to State legislators a change in the Brown Act that 
would prohibit this abuse.] 
 
Powerful Public Safety Unions: Long Beach City Manager Pat West knew he would have to take some political heat 
when he changed his mind and opened the hiring process for chief of police to candidates who weren't insiders. He 
was right. 

 

 

 

 
 

Do you 
recognize 
the dais 
occupants? 

 

http://www.dailynews.com/ci_14516072
http://www.lvrj.com/news/intimidation-no-way-to-improve-public-s-perception-of-firefighters-86706807.html
http://ix1.mbxserver.net/ac/lt/t_go.php?i=277&e=Mzc5ODIw&l=-http--www.publicceo.com/index.php--Q-option--E-com_weblinks--A-view--E-category--A-id--E-19--A-Itemid--E-46
http://ix1.mbxserver.net/ac/lt/t_go.php?i=277&e=Mzc5ODIw&l=-http--www.publicceo.com/index.php--Q-option--E-com_weblinks--A-view--E-category--A-id--E-19--A-Itemid--E-46
http://ix1.mbxserver.net/ac/lt/t_go.php?i=277&e=Mzc5ODIw&l=-http--www.publicceo.com/index.php--Q-option--E-com_content--A-view--E-article--A-id--E-1258:orange-county-model-landscape-ordinance-saves-cities-money-and-time--A-catid--E-151:local-governments-publicceo-exclusive--A-Itemid--E-20
http://www.mercurynews.com/opinion/ci_14522174
http://www.presstelegram.com/opinions/ci_14495494
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When an outsider got the job, the head of the police union, Steve James, was so angered by the rejection 
of his candidates that he began quietly calling favored City Council members to see about getting the city manager 
fired. It's hard to say exactly what their reaction was, because those called wouldn't talk about it to reporter Paul 
Eakins. In fact, one of the few with the gumption to speak openly was the city's mayor, Bob Foster. 
 
From the Associated Press: Highlights of Senate jobless aid bill 

(AP) - Highlights of Senate legislation extending unemployment insurance and expired tax breaks: 

 -Tax relief: Extends through 2010 a variety of popular tax breaks that expired at the end of 2009, including an individual 
income tax deduction for sales and property taxes, and a business tax credit for research and development. Extends a 
variety of energy and alternative fuel tax credits. Cost: $26 billion. 

 -Unemployment assistance: Extends through Dec. 31 unemployment assistance for the long-term jobless and a 65 
percent health insurance subsidy for the unemployed. Cost: about $76 billion. 

 -Medicare payments: Gives doctors a seven-month reprieve from a 21 percent cut in Medicare payments that would 
otherwise go into effect April 1. Cost: $7 billion. 

 -Farm aid: Helps farmers affected by heavy rains, floods and other weather-related disasters. Cost: about $1.5 billion. 

 -Pension funding relief: Gives pension plans additional time to make up for recent stock market losses. 

 -Flood insurance: Extends the federal flood insurance program through 2019. 

 -Satellite television: Renews and updates the law governing satellite television. 

 

From the First Amendment Coalition: California State Assembly Speaker bans texting in session 

The new California Assembly Speaker has banned text messaging on the assembly floor...  

Time has come for a federal anti-SLAPP law A lawyer who earns considerable income from defending citizens from Strategic 

Lawsuits...  
Editorial calls for Placer County District Attorney to enforce state’s open government law The Auburn Journal argued for 

tighter enforcement of the Brown Act, California‘s...  
Turlock school board finds way to defeat intent of state’s open government law The editor of the Turlock Journal says the 

local school board did all the right things...  
 
Question: How is a California politician like a Wall Street CEO? 
Answer: They both are so divorced from the reality of the regular folks that they can't fathom why giving bonuses 
and pay to themselves and their inner circle incurs such public wrath. For the Daily News article, click here. 
 
From PublicCeo: Facing Budget Shortfall, City Fires Its City Manager "The decision, because of this economic 
condition all over the state right now, we decided to go in another direction," Read more here.  
 
Drawing A Line At City Hall I‘m writing this column from City Hall. I came down here to get a business permit, and 
I‘m waiting in this line. Judging from how slow this line is moving, and if I stand on my tiptoes and look at how many 
people are in front of me, it looks like it‘ll take me, oh, maybe 18 months more. This could be a long column. Read 
more here. 
 
Here’s a stark fact about California’s prison inmates: Most of them—about 95 percent—will be released 
someday. And most won‘t be prepared to handle freedom. They won‘t have job skills, they won‘t have taken 
substance-abuse classes, and many won‘t even be literate. And so they almost inevitably will drift back into the only 
work they know: criminality. Then they will be caught and returned to prison, which is why California has the worst 
recidivism rate in the country: 70 percent. 
 
Commentary: Leveraged Influence in Davis City Council Campaigns Vanguard of Davis takes on the 
question of DFD MOUs and the Council that approves them. 
 
City of Los Angeles prepares to cut their expenses as they realize the recession isn‘t over while they also are 
preparing a DWP rate hike following the raises to DWP management. From the Daily News: The freeze brings to an 
end any plans to remodel offices or purchase new furniture. Food and beverages for staff meetings are over. 
Departments were ordered to cancel plans to rent new office space or buy electronic equipment, refrain from 
mailings not legally required, and reduce contract services for things such as paper shredding, custodial work, tree-
trimming and landscaping. The freeze also asks for an end to all personal service contracts for temporary workers. 

 
Email info@vanguardians.org to subscribe to the Weekly News on issues that impact you. The media with a voice; the organization that gets 
results you want; we encourage and support advocacy, involvement and engagement with government. Vanguard is intended for 
personal use by recipient and forwarding without change to recipient’s personal email list. Vanguardians is a 501C3 charitable non-
profit corporation Contributions are tax deductible. Vanguardians does not use commercial fundraisers. To ensure you receive Vanguard, 
please add our email addresses info@vanguardians.org, vanguardweekly@gmail.com and ba@fieldworks.net  - to your address book or 
Internet Service Provider safe list. Annual subscription for email $50, by US Mail $75, Newsstand $2 per issue. Copyrighted materials 
used with permission. ©2010 
 

http://www.firstamendmentcoalition.org/2010/03/california-state-assembly-speaker-bans-texting-in-session/
http://www.firstamendmentcoalition.org/2010/03/time-has-come-for-a-federal-anti-slapp-law/
http://www.firstamendmentcoalition.org/2010/03/editorial-calls-for-placer-county-district-attorney-to-enforce-states-open-government-law/
http://www.firstamendmentcoalition.org/2010/03/turlock-school-board-finds-way-to-defeat-intent-of-states-open-government-law/
http://www.dailynews.com/opinions/ci_14526165
http://ix1.mbxserver.net/ac/lt/t_go.php?i=279&e=Mzc5ODIw&l=-http--www.publicceo.com/index.php--Q-option--E-com_weblinks--A-view--E-category--A-id--E-19--A-Itemid--E-46
http://ix1.mbxserver.net/ac/lt/t_go.php?i=279&e=Mzc5ODIw&l=-http--www.publicceo.com/index.php--Q-option--E-com_weblinks--A-view--E-category--A-id--E-19--A-Itemid--E-46
http://ix1.mbxserver.net/ac/lt/t_go.php?i=279&e=Mzc5ODIw&l=-http--www.publicceo.com/index.php--Q-option--E-com_content--A-view--E-article--A-id--E-1265:drawing-a-line-at-city-hall--A-catid--E-151:local-governments-publicceo-exclusive--A-Itemid--E-20
http://ix1.mbxserver.net/ac/lt/t_go.php?i=279&e=Mzc5ODIw&l=-http--www.publicceo.com/index.php--Q-option--E-com_content--A-view--E-article--A-id--E-1265:drawing-a-line-at-city-hall--A-catid--E-151:local-governments-publicceo-exclusive--A-Itemid--E-20
http://ix1.mbxserver.net/ac/lt/t_go.php?i=279&e=Mzc5ODIw&l=-http--www.publicceo.com/index.php--Q-option--E-com_content--A-view--E-article--A-id--E-1265:drawing-a-line-at-city-hall--A-catid--E-151:local-governments-publicceo-exclusive--A-Itemid--E-20
http://www.newsreview.com/chico/content?oid=1384717
http://davisvanguard.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=3297:commentary-leveraged-influence-in-davis-city-council-campaigns&catid=50:elections&Itemid=83
http://www.dailynews.com/breakingnews/ci_14660497
mailto:info@vanguardians.org
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