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-Accountability”
Glendale’s Watchdog

“We’re just hearing the same crap...”

The four stages of Vanguardians “First they ignore you, then they laugh at you, then they fight you, then you win.”
Mahatma Gandhi describing the stages of establishment resistance to a winning strategy of nonviolent advocacy

This just in: Evelyn Hansen, a regular Council attendee, was assaulted and knocked to the ground
following the Candidates Forum at the Central Library. Hansen, a former member of the military, is a
staunch supporter of the American Flag. It is believed her assailant, Eric Ovanessian, attacked her
over the flag issue. Hansen dialed 911 and GPD arrived quickly and apprehended the miscreant who
was cited.

This just in: City loses a civil rights lawsuit in Federal District Court. Judgment against City, GPD and Detectives
range between $2.16 and $3.1M. More to follow on punitive damages and original claim.

CounciCandi date Aram Kazazian had a campaign vehicle vandal
campaign headquarters. Vandals were caught on video and upon identification will be questioned by local

authorities. Kazazian said this could be a result of his aggressive election campaign. He plans a rally in Perkins

Plaza to rail against the recent GWP rate hikes.

Top 2008 Glendale money maker is City Manager Jim Starbird beating out a Firefighter by &

almost $14,000 at $251,000. 2008 had a 14% increase in the $100K Club at 592 employees % $

with 19 being paid over $200K. 13 firemen were included on the list of those making over & 50 N

$200K. $@s

Frank Quintero when asked by Will Rogers at the GHCC Candidates forum about Oral Communications said,

—We ‘' re just hearing the s &omment: NadoubtQuietero isarefedringotostieerspeakgraa i n . |l
that bring their concerns and voice them to the City Council. If it were not for the Ralph M. Brown Act there would

be no public participation that is provided by Oral Communications. It was interesting to see that some of the same

people that he has turned away fr om takbe toBuonthero (with aprepert i ngs
permit) or give the wires to candidates worthy of their vote,

Invoking his own name-and-shame policy, President Barack Obama warned the nation's mayors on Friday that he
will "call them out" if they waste the money from his massive economic stimulus plan. He said government leaders
have asked for the "unprecedented trust of the American people." "With that comes unprecedented obligations to
spend that money wisely, free from politics and free from personal agendas," he said. The president did not specify
how, exactly, he would call out one of his own agencies or a local government about wasteful projects.Read about
the accountability requirement on the recent stimulus package. Click here.

Barry Allen is available to speak to your group to share the rip-off of the UUT-Telecom and tell you the truth about
the Utility Users Tax. Vanguar dofgonrgaxpayermrorney tb mdmotgyoyr sidev i d e d
of the issue. This is an opportunity for you to vote to keep your money in your wallet or purse!

Problems with event calendaring — Wednesday the 18 was the date for the Glendale Chamber of Commerce
Mixer and the Homeowners Coordinating Council candidates forum. Just one more reason why
Vanguardians hosts a community calendar. All you need to do to calendar your events is to go to
www.Vanguardians.org register and request event calendar training. That’s it! Just enter the invitation code
bavg2009

I

f you have issues with the City and fear retaliation, send them to Vanguardians and we’ll share them with
the appropriate department assuring your anonymity.



http://www.recovery.gov/
http://www.vanguardians.org/
http://www.vanguardians.org/

MONDAY MORNING MOTIVATION MEETINGS
Are you an entrepreneur? Self-employed? Have a home-based business?
This Monday from 7:00 — 7:45 a.m. start the week off strong.

Bring your coffee and join others like you to turn the bad news into for your business.
Give yourself an edge; come to 100 North Brand Blvd, 6" Floor Conference Room.
Just $5

90 Minutes of FREE Parking at the Exchange City Garage on Maryland
For more information: www.fieldworks.net/MondayMorningMotivation.htm Or call 818.243.4864
Here i s what Grdatogeh miededsaadyfriemdly atmosphere. The organizer Pauline is awesome and
very seasoned. What an energizing way to start the week! Belle Hsu Graphic/Web Designer
| really enjoyed this. | will for sure be coming next week and bringing a friend. Matt Holmes, Personal Trainer

All that is necessary for the triumph of evil is for good women & men to do nothing

| really enjoyed this. | will for sure be coming next week and bringing a friendiatt Holmes,
Personal Trainer

City Council report card

Council 2-17 Contact info
Drayman B jdrayman@ci.glendale.ca.us;
Najarian B anajarian@ci.glendale.ca.us;
Quintero F fquintero@ci.glendale.ca.us;
Weaver C dweaver@ci.glendale.ca.us;
Yousefian A byousefian@ci.glendale.ca.us;

Drayman - for keeping the meeting moving at a decent pace and being respectful to everyone in attendance
Najarian - for successfully navigating and bringing good discussion relating to the adoption of new
landscaping requirements.

Quintero - for proving to the general public his high command and use of the English language by labeling
statements made by members of the public as "CRAP."

Weaver - for supporting a City Employee who would fill a vacancy on the Metropolitan Water District Board.
Yousefian - for bringing intelligent insight and useful conversation to the meeting.

[ ED- Quintero now joins the likes of Drayman — who called a certain publisher a rodent and a weasel, Najarian who
called people that spoke out Vultures and now Quintero who says those people deliver crap. With attitudes like that
it is time to say good-bye to them.]

TURF WARS
To sod or not to sod, that is not the question. To have real grass at all is. An ordinance amended
Tuesday regarding |l andscaping and the ban of artif

R1R) passed but more importantly brought to light the impracticality of lawn maintenance during a
time of ordained water conservation.

The public that spoke up on Tuesday night was divided over artificial turf (AT) being a good or
bad thing, but ultimately they agreed that the semi-fascist enforcements on lawn maintenance and
upkeep make no sense when laws have gone into effect regarding water conservation. How can one
keep the demanding green mistress happy without actually using any water? And in a time of projected draught,
and raised water prilemayesh® mplemrentad withoupr a c t ji.c.a.l A
targeting single-family residences?

The argument by the council against AT is not one of personal taste (most of
them |like it), but of it‘s unfamiliar na
is no way yet to codify the quality most acceptable; and as of now, there is no language
that would apply to its maintenance, though because it does cost much less and would
still meet aesthetic standards, it is something the city will look into further, though when,
no one knows.

Council member Najarian took the side of AT because he feels the drought is serious, and it simply has

more flexibility. Hi s mir acul eupdfbacteria is dymonymaus with reabgresses r  t h a't
bacteria (manure) demonstrated his often over-simplification of an issue. The bacteria that live in AT is different

than that which is created and processed in a real, i vir
natural grass and therefore requires periodic disinfection. It can lead to harsh abrasions when skin hits or slides on

it because it doesn‘t have as much give as natural grass.
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Fortune teller/ council member Weaver called the outcome of the meeting early based onthe staff* s r epor t

but he did want everyone to know how much he believes in it.

The highlight of the evening came when Weaver, surely intent on a Pyrrhic victory stood up for artificial turf
—in a very personal anecdote, he recalled his days as a young scamp rolling around in the splendorous God-made

grass, most assuredly |l ost in thought about the day

governing body, when a pesky ant would crawl up his arm, and ruin everything! One has to wonder why the site of

even fake grass doesn‘t send a shiver up his spine
landscape.

Quintero was the only one to address the issue of inconsistency in the conservation vs. maintenance issue.

Still, arealitycheck is in order. We aren‘t living in a time
their jobs and homes, the last thing anyone should hope for is the Louis Vuitton of landscaping.

Not discussed, were the alternatives that are actually more fitting to the Californian landscape. How about

¢

taking a feather out of Arizona, or Las Vegas cap
some succulents, some shrubs or yes, dare | say it twice, decorate with some rocks which require no water or

talking to at all. An added bonus: The council could garner some free advertising for the up-coming elections with
their names spelled out on pe &puhcdReportdrr loaarel Milecwns i n
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Vanguard is published independently by Vanguardians, Inc. Advocating for Accountability— Our vision is to live in a community where all
people, regardless of geography, background or economic status, can enjoy accountability, integrity, effectiveness and
responsiveness from our elected officials and each of the city's departments, through grass roots involvement, engagement and

advocacy.
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You may agree or disagree with the views below. Feel free to comment on them.

From the Publisher....Tough Love — Time to let them go.

and when she ran for the Senate she did not set her obligations aside as she was not an elected official.

People who have run for one office while holding another were Gus Gomez, now a judge, Greg
Krikorian who ran for Council in 2007 while he was on the GUSD Board and Frank Quintero who ran for

the Assembly from the safety of his seat on the City Council.

This is the year that you and | as voters can change the Council to one that is not beholden to the
Employee Associations or the City Manager and isn’t going to circumvent the intent of the campaign

finance reform by accepting services from Independent Expenditure
Committees. These Council members were voted in in 2005, can you detail
anything they did for the community as a whole? They have spent wheel
barrels full of money for City staff claiming that Glendale has the best
employees. How do they know? There are no performance measurements.
Then they claim that Glendale is in the middle of the pay scale. If that were the
case one would see higher employee attrition. Bottom line is that almost 33%
of City employees are paid in excess of $100,000. This Council has spent so
much our reserves are going down.

The City Manager that they hired said bonds are the way to go. Get what you need today and let
our children pay for it later. Let’s look at the cash cow called the GWP. The GWP is a business owned by
the City. They have a huge payroll, hire lots of consultants including former managers and despite that
make money by raising rates so that they are the second highest in So Cal then they put the profits into
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It is election season when candidates and incumbents make promises and commitments
they don’t keep while hoping you can’t remember them. Unfortunately we become friends
with certain elected officials in a Stockholm Syndrome fashion. Some because they
always agree with your position on a topic; belong to the same church or club; is a
neighbor or whatever affinity group you two are part of. | know all of the Council members and there are
those that | would vote for and those that | wouldn’t, even if we agree on certain issues. One of those
issues is campaigning for another elective position before your term has completed. Certainly one
shouldn’t be faulted for wanting to climb the ladder, however, they should not be running for another
public office until they have completed their current term. It isn’t fair to the electorate. One recent
example of the proper way to do it is Carol Liu, our State Senator. She was termed out in the Assembly



reserves to maintain the infrastructure. The City then transfers the reserves (in the most current case)
$134,000,000 to the General Fund. Next they borrow $110,000,000 in bonded debt that we will have to
pay back with interest. A rule of thumb to get the total cost of the bond is to double the amount of the
bond so that would mean we borrowed $110,000,000 and will pay back $220,000,000. Basically that is
living beyond our means. Before you decide who to vote for, review this and then ask the candidates
their thoughts and then share those with our readers. Tough love means give them a hug and
encouragement to try a different line of work when you don’t vote for them.

CCM Najarian, Quintero and Weaver kowtow to the Employee Associations giving big salary
increases which show in the excesses of the $100K Club. City Manager Starbird had no problem
accepting a $10,000 raise, nor City Attorney Howard a $15,000 raise, nor City Resource Specialist
Vartanians a $42,000 increase, and Police Sgt Breckenridge who had his pay increase $51,000!

$100K Club
Year Members | $3$ Thesenumbers don‘t include numerous
2007 523 68.9M workers or those that are retired and brought back under contract or in
2008 592 79.3M a new position. An example is Right Mind Consultant who is paid
Increase 69 | $10.4M $240,000 a year. Employee Data is provided by public records. Visit

the $200K Club

We often hear the City Manager justify the high salaries paid because that is the way to get the best people.
Does he mean that the 5 City Council members are not the best because they get a paltry $35,0007?

Some additional thoughts: Money In — Money Out. Some developers take our money and others spend
theirs here. In the past the City bought lots of open space, space that was purchased by the seller for as
little as $475,000 just a few years prior to the sale (Flint Canyon) and was sold to the City for $15,000,000.
$6,000,000 cash and $9,000,000 in ‘perceived’ value to get the $6,000,000 tax free. Of course there was
Oakmont where the City and the Santa Monica Mountains Conservancy paid $25,000,000 to make certain
that the developers wouldn’t develop the property. Development that would have increased the property
tax base. The Greggs and Gangis are the winners. The faux developers to the accolades of the public went
snickeringly to the bank with more money than they would have made building some single family
residences. [Gregg and Gangi are presently negotiating with the city on Honolulu property. The deal will
work out to be great for everyone except the public.]

Rick Caruso (Americana) got free land from the City in exchange for about a $400,000,000
investment. What else does the City get from Mr. Caruso? Sales tax revenue and property taxes at an
amount greater than the valuation of the property ‘given’ to him.

Other developers are investing their own financial resources in Glendale. Buying the land,
developing the property and building a new downtown, with no guarantees of success, designed to make
sleepy Glendale a City with soul and achieved vision. These developers are investing and will fill the
coffers of a payroll-hungry City with property and sales taxes; with additional impact fees to support
libraries and park acquisition; with people that will spend money and according to a recent Sierra Club
publication, using less infrastructure than single family residences which is contrary to what some
‘activists’ try to sell.

Glendale has passed the point of no return to the 'old days’, of the sleepy bedroom community. It is
too late for that return. Elected Officials and City Management have sold us out by hiring more people,
paying more salaries and benefits without an eye to fiscal accountability. We all must accept the blame for
not paying attention to how our money is spent. Analyze the words in those glossy brochures; come to the
Council and speak out on how our money is spent. Ask questions and demand responses from candidates
and incumbents.

Insanity: doing the same thing over and over again and expecting different results. Albert Einstein

Today, grab that check book and send a check so Vanguardians can continue to represent you
and your fellow Glendalians. Barry Allen

Next week Business Tax is not why businesses have moved to Burbank

Commentary: THE GOODBYE GIRL SAYS - NYET AND NOT YET.

Had the Glendale News-Press been a true advocate of the public, really shown skepticism of city
government and the load of Pablum and P/R they dish out, these thankful faces would not have
shown up. They would have expressed a sigh of
officials was as long as they were thankful. That was my way of measuring how truly independent
our local paper has been in the last few years.
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I had to know. I had to see who would be showing up t
independent publication for the non-Armenian population. While publishing for 16,000 people, the Glendale News-
Press still reaches those who care about what happens in city government. The local newspaper is where the
people learn to become the public. The problem is that our people are still significantly in the dark about city
governance.

Over ten years ago, when the GNP was a real needle on the side of city governance, they published the list
of employees earning over $100,000 along with pictures of that elite group. The reaction by city officials was short
of livid, as | was told by senior GNP personnel employed there at the time.

In the last two years, after the California Supreme court decided in favor of the Contra Costa Times lawsuit
against the city of Oakland, cities were compelled to release employee pay information. But since the ruling in
August 2007, the GNP has been adamant about not publishing such critical information.

The biggest news so far this year has not graced our major city publication. On February 9™ the city
attorney‘s office released the first c¢ompThdlistisenormousif t hos ¢
Now nearly 30% of the employees have reached the golden ticket. Many can now retire with a pension at 90% of
their last year pay, and can bask in the sun with a multi-million dollar retirement guaranteed by the Glendale
taxpayer . But do n fthe setirgnete GNRanytimeseon.s o

You also won‘t find a story of how many employees got
taxpayer had the most fragile employment, lost homes and when their medical insurance or pension disappeared.

You won't find any stories on how much money council m
uni ons and how they all agreed to have the GMA be the off
employees. Their possible Motto: Pay us according to our contract, evaluate our performance according to our
image.

I't's been said that the people become the public when
the government. For that to happen, we need to nourish the Fourth Estate. Sadly, the current editor will still hold the
editing reins from afar. That should keep city officials smiling. It will be a long haul before the spirit of Katherine
Graham, publisher of the Washington Post who took on Nixon and the Watergate scandal, reaches the halls of the
GNP.

The day the GNP ceases to appear as the official organ of the city manager, is when the people of
Glendale will transform from consumers of government mush into a public demanding legitimate governance.

HERBERT MOLANO

455 Glendale »

Foreclosures

How Banks Are Worsening the Foreclosure Crisis

Question: Mr. Arbid, why are you blaming the lending institutions for the foreclosure mess that we are in? The
Reinvestment Act passed, | believe, in the mid 90s, is responsible and those in Wash. DC, in Congress, Barney
Frank, Chris Dodd and others (read democrats) and those in charge of Fannie Mae (Raney at the time) are totally
responsible for placing specific requirements to all lending institutions to allow the tremendous amount of sub-prime
loans. | must say that even Bush proclaimed in his last year in office the need for more home ownership by those
who "have been left out". John McCain did write a letter to Harry Reid (I read the letter) stating, basically, that we
need to put a stop to these subprime lending practices.

These loans were pushed through because of this law, albeit, the lending institutions weren't about to
complain in the short term -- they got their money. This unrestricted lending was the result of this outrageous Act.
The lending institutions knew that they could package these loans and pass them on to Fannie Mae, etc., who then
packaged them and sold to everyone -- pension plans, etc., both in the US and internationally. It was this
Reinvestment Act -- this outrageous idea that everyone should own a home regardless of creditworthiness that was
responsible. The bubble did indeed burst. Marlene Walker



Response: The bad mortgages that got the current financial crisis started have produced a terrifying wave of home
foreclosures. Unless the foreclosure surge eases, even the most extravagant federal stimulus spending won't spur
an economic recovery.

The Obama Administration announced an initiative of $50 billion or more to help strapped homeowners.
But with 1 million residences having fallen into foreclosure since 2006, and an additional 5.9 million expected over
the next four years, the Obama plan -- whatever its details -- can't possibly do the job by itself. Lenders and
investors will have to acknowledge huge losses and figure out how to keep recession-wracked borrowers making at
least some monthly payments.

So far the lending industry hasn't shown that kind of foresight. One reason foreclosures are so rampant is
that banks and their advocates in Washington have delayed, diluted, and obstructed attempts to address the
problem. Industry lobbyists are still at it today, working overtime to whittle down legislation backed by President
Obama that would give bankruptcy courts the authority to shrink mortgage debt. Lobbyists say they will fight to
restrict the types of loans the bankruptcy proposal covers and new powers granted to judges.

In public, financial institutions insist they've done their best to prevent foreclosures. Most argue that giving
bankruptcy courts increased clout, known as a —C r ®awn" (see Vanguard 2/1/09 edition), would reward
irresponsible borrowers and result in higher borrowing costs. On the defensive, the industry nevertheless benefits
from one strain of popular opinion that home buyers who took on risky mortgages -- even if the industry pushed
those loans -- don't deserve to be rescued.

An Industry In Denial
However the skimishends, the industry‘'s contention that it has don
seem hollow. Some statistics it cites appear to be exaggerated. Even pro-industry figures such as Steven C.
Preston, a Republican businessman who headed the Housing & Urban Development Dept. late in the Bush
Administration, concede that many lenders have dragged their heels. One program, Hope for Homeowners -- which
Bush officials and banks promised last fall would shield 400,000 families from foreclosure -- 1
has so far produced only 25 refinanced loans.

Meanwhile, an already glutted market sinks beneath the weight of more foreclosed
homes. Borrowers whose equity has evaporated have nothing to tap into if the recession
costs them their jobs. Some lawmakers and regulators are calling for a foreclosure
moratorium. -

LT ‘

In early 2007, as overextended borrowers began to default on too-good-to-be-true e
subprime mortgages, housing experts sounded an alarm heard throughout Washington. h
Christopher Dodd (D-Conn.), chairman of the Senate Banking Committee, wanted to push a
bill requiring banks to modify loans whose enticingly low "teaser" interest rates soon give way to tougher terms. But
he knew that with Republicans strongly opposed, he lacked the muscle, according to Senate aides. So Dodd did
what politicians often do. He convened a talkfest: the Homeownership Preservation Summit.

A who's who of banking executives gathered on Apr. 18, 2007, behind closed doors in an ornate hearing
room in the marble-faced Dirksen Senate Office Building. Dodd told them they needed to get out in front of the
foreclosure fiasco by adjusting loan terms so borrowers would continue to make some payments, rather than
stopping altogether. Foreclosure proceedings typically cost banks about 50% of a property's value. That's assuming
the home can be resold -- not a certainty when empty houses multiply in a neighborhood.

Some from the industry denied a foreclosure problem existed, including Sandor E. Samuels, at the time
chief legal officer of subprime giant Countrywide Financial. They vowed to continue selling loans with enticing
introductory rates as well as those requiring minimal evidence of borrowers' income. "We are going to keep making
these loans until the last second they are legal,” Samuels later told a fellow participant.

On May 2, 2007, Dodd's office issued a "Statement of Principles” stemming from the summit. It outlined
seven vaguely worded industry aspirations, such as making "early contact" with strapped borrowers and offering
modifications that could include lowering loan balances. The principles had no effect, some summit participants
now concede.

Much of Dodd's attention shifted to his campaign for the Democratic Presidential nomination. Senate
Banking Committee spokeswoman Kate Szostak says Dodd aggressively pursued the foreclosure issue, but "both
the industry and the Bush Administration refused to heed his warnings." The lawmaker accepted $5.9 million in
contributions from the financial-services industry in 2007 and 2008.

Asked about his role at the summit, Samuels confirmed in an e-mail that he "did speak -- formally and
informally -- about the performance"” of subprime loans. But he declined to elaborate. He now works as a top in-
house lawyer for Bank of America, which acquired Countrywide in July 2008.

By mid-2007, Bush Administration officials were deeply worried about the financial industry's unwillingness
to confront the growing catastrophe. Even banking lobbyists say they realized that their clients had lapsed into
denial.

That summer, Paulson, a former CEO of Goldman Sachs, summoned industry executives to the Cash
Room, one of Treasury's most elegant venues. There, beneath replica gaslight chandeliers, Neel T. Kashkari, a
junior Goldman banker whom Paulson had brought to Treasury, urged industry leaders to move swiftly to keep
more consumers from losing their homes. Bankers know how to adjust interest rates, extend loan durations, and, if
necessary, lower principal, said Kashkari, who has temporarily remained in his post. A couple of months later,
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Paulson summoned the executives again, this time to his conference room. "We told them we need to get over the
goal line," recalls a former top Treasury official. "Cajoling is a euphemism for what we did. We pounded them."

One product of the Treasury conclaves was the Hope Now Alliance, a government-endorsed private sector
organization announced by Paulson on Oct. 10, 2007. Lenders promised to cooperate with nonprofit credit
counselors who would help borrowers prevent defaults. Faith Schwartz, a former subprime mortgage executive,
was then hired and placed in charge. Christian Arbid

*** Portions of the above response were obtained by the Business Weekly publication. In most cases reader initials are published in
Vanguard. However, The questioning Vanguard reader has issued a written statement permitting Vanguard to print her full name. ***

The writer is a Real Estate Broker and Loss Mitigator. www.ThisMarketSucks.com 818.232.7899 Questions
Relating to Foreclosures, Short Sales, Saving Your Home, Loan Modifications.....Email Christian at
christianarbid@gmail.com and your question will be answered in the next issue of Vanguard.

The only way to make sure people you agree with can speak is to support the rights of people you don't agree with. ELEANOR HOLMES
NORTON

TAKE ACTION - GET INVOLVED - BE INFORMED - SHARE VANGUARD - VOLUNTEER
Moral cowardice that keeps us from speaking our minds is as dangerous to this country as irresponsible talk. Thg isghbtvalways the
popular and easy way. Standing for right when it is unpopular is a true test of moral charaategaret Chase Smith

2 Potpourri  ED - Letters published do not necessarily express the opinion of Vanguardians, this publication, the organization or Barry

Allen. Names are used only when requested. Initials are used as there are people, believe it or not, who are concerned with retaliation or have
issues before a legislative body. Letters will be published that are signed and are not hate oriented.

We get mail: Barry Allen: | do admit to be ignorant of a lot of things. For instance, | don't have a
clue what the Vanguard is and who you are. And, unlike your unkind and false reasoning as to why |
have not responded to your questions, | don't say this in any hostile way. | don't know who you are
and | don't know why you feel | was obliged to answer you. You haven't contacted me directly, you
haven't introduced yourself, we haven't shaken hands. You don't know me. You have absolutely no idea who | am
and what | stand for. You have never been to Luna Playhouse and clearly do not think that it should continue its
work. You may or may not be one of the many philistines who have made Glendale one of the most characterless
places on Earth, despite all the wealth that exists here. Fine.

| don't seek your or anyone else's endorsement or approval. | chose not to answer the questions of The
Realtors' Association and the Sierra Club either. | am taking part in this election to freely open up a number of
subjects that are never, or hardly ever mentioned in Glendale or are not considered within the sphere of a City
Council Member's brief. | will try, to the best of my ability, to formulate and express my thoughts and ideas and you
can come and listen to them if you like. Perhaps | do not wish to subject myself to a formula that will be dictated by
the structure and content of your questions. You clearly have very strong opinions about how things are done or not
done in the city and write with a certain attitude that may be fair and justified, but that, for the time being, is of no
concern to me. Aramazd Stepanian

Response: Mr. Stepanian:
Thank you for writing. It is very sad when you don’t know or recognize an advocate for accountable
government that has been active in this community for the past 5 years. | applauded your Luna Theater and
my wife and | wanted to attend a performance but were unable to as tickets were unavailable. | listened to
the requests for toilet exemption and understood that the City worked with you to a resolution. Rent on the
other hand is what you have negotiated. Asking the City for a bailout and then running for City Council is
certainly your right and | applaud you for speaking out.
As advocates for fiscal accountability, Vanguardians asks questions of all candidates to assist the

86,000 registered voters to be better educated as to the understanding of the issues by the candidates.
You have chosen not to respond and as you saw in Vanguard | suggested reasons for the readers: “There
are many reasons why respondents to a community watchdog group would ignore an opportunity to have
their responses to questions posted on an impartial website. Here are some of the conclusions you can
draw from that failure:

9 Too busy

9 Truthful answers are difficult

11 want to be consistent now and if | get (re-)elected to be able to continue ignoring my

constituents.

1 1 don’t want to display my ignorance

1 Nothing in writing that will stick to me in the future
You can make up your own reasons. You can also ask the four why they chose not to respond.”
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| don’t see those words as unreasonable or unkind. As to your statement that | ‘clearly do not think
that it shoul dyocerateliing memyirntent, amoattde that you are not in a position to know or
infer as you don’t know my thought processes. As a non-profit we cannot endorse. However we can rate. |
understand that you are making your statement but | question whether running for a City Council seat is
best for the community. You could rent the Civic Auditorium or the Central Library Auditorium and have a
venue large enough to invite several hundred people and share with us your thoughts and ideas rather
than using a flash card and responding in 30 second or 1 minute sound bites to the questions of others. |
do appreciate the arts and the artisans, BA [Next week more from Stepanian]

| just got a letter from Neighborhood Services. It says that my property was "in compliance” at the
inspection. They now want $962 in inspection fees; $592 was waived at the end of the first trial. They've also put a
lien against my property, which they want me to pay to have removed. | plan to go to the City Council & tell them
that | want all fees waived & | want the city to remove the lien they should never have put on my property in the first
place.

| want to thank you all for your support. | still do not believe that this is over. When they dismissed the first
case, 'In the interest of justice", | felt it was over & | rejoiced. Then, 2 months later they filed charges again....
because | had a 60 sq ft garden bed that didn't have green growing stuff at the end of a long hot summer. It did
have bulbs that were dormant. My property is 18,325 sq ft & they filed criminal charges against me because they
couldn't see green in a 60sq ft bed, in a corner, toward the back of the yard.

No, I don't think this is over by a long shot. They are just stepping back & taking a break. Evelyn Hansen

Enough IS enough The City of Glendale has the highest utility rates in the state of CA. These high rates are
not simply affecting low income or fixed income residents, but also middle-income residents, retirees and
businesses. The questions and c¢ on csemndsarefWhy domehavte topay suchehip | e
rates? Where does the money go? Are the rates going to keep increasing?

One of the main reasons for the high utility rates is the practice of transferring funds from Glendale Water
and Power to the General Fund. As Bob Yousefian stated at the Feb. 18 <can
l' i brary, —when | got to office the tr aHes fwerntweasn daml ys a¥1 0
it‘s going t o Mangresdentsrare nemployed dr underemployed and have lost a significant portion
of their investments. In addition, retail is drastically down and businesses are suffering. So, where do the council
members expect the people to find the money to pay the high cost of living or conducting business in Glendale?

This is the crux of the matter.

It seems as if no other candidate for city council is doing anything to address this issue except Aram
Kazazian. In his opinion, for every additional rate increase passed onto the residents and businesses, the city
council should cut their budget by twice the amount; the council should be seeking ways to reduce the city
expenses and stop soaking the taxpayer. As part of his campaign efforts, Aram Kazazian is actively supporting this
movement and if elected will do all he can to stop the abuse.

Fed-up Glendale residents and business owners are invited to participate in a protest against the high utility
rates which Aram Kazazian is organizing on March 15th at 2:00pm in Parcher Plaza behind City Hall. This protest
is a great opportunity to collectively raise our voices against these unprecedented utility rate hikes and reckless
government spending. Artur Babayan HURT - Organizing Committee

¢

Utility Users Tax: Official Argument against Measure U

The City of Glendale wants you to vote for a measure they say will cut your
telecommunications tax rate. In fact it will INCREASE YOUR TAXES because the City will
increase the number of devices and services you pay taxes on. If a non-taxed service is
bundled with a taxed service you will be taxed on BOTH!

Don‘t b,dhe maneylgees into the General Fund to pay salaries. The tax is NOT
earmarked for essential services. That is scare talk.
1 The existing 7% tax is only on a portion of your telephone service, while the 6.5% tax will tax many
additional uses like watching TV on your cell phone and those not even invented.
1 This is a general tax. As it is not earmarked it will be used for City salaries and benefits.
9 City documents show that this measure WILL increase your overall telecommunication taxes.
1 An affirmative vote will make it more difficult to challenge the law when it is wrong.

A _NO° vote wild.l save you money.

Taxpayers and families are facing loss of jobs, foreclosures, higher food prices, declining home values and higher
utility rates.

Vote _NO if you want to cut your tax bill

Remember the $100K club, 523 city employees being paid between $100,000 and $250,000 in 2007, not counting
benefits. In 2008 they received $8,000,000 in raises from your pocket.
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A _NO‘' vote is a vote for accountability.

A _NO' vote means money in your pocket

A _NO' vote sends a message to council to live within the
A _NO‘ vote may mean a refund of the onerous tax.

You can cast your ‘vote’ on the UUT-Telecom in the Vanguardians poll located on the Vanguardians Home
page. The tally is available for everyone to see.
So far, 85.7% are opposed to the UUT; 7.1% are undecided and 7.1% are for the tax

We have the ability to break this cycle of this insane abuse,
by saying and voting, ‘NO!

Well folks, the City hasn’t been quite honest with us. They said this ballot proposition was
revenue neutral. If that was the case, there would be no need for an election. It Is NOT Revenue
Neutral.

They have said the revenue will go for public safety, parks and libraries. If that was the case
this would be a special election where the tax revenue is directed to a spefic expense. It is not
earmarked. If it were it would require a 4/5 vote not a simple majority. Had the City been honest
about this proposition and truthful the voters would be less likely to vote NO.

We really need an accountable city government and elected officials. It is time for a change.

Barry Allen is available to speak to your group to share the hidden agenda and tell you the truth about the Utility
Users Tax. Vanguardi ans i s nofyburtaxpayaer mmongyrtogpromaedtslsidevaf thenissuie4 0, 0 O (
This is an opportunity for you to vote to keep your money in your wallet or purse!

We get calls: Barry, sometimes | don’t agree with you. [ED — Sometimes | don’t either. A
recent example was the community effort in writing the argument against the UUT-Telecom,
There were some 80 iterations, some of which | didn’t agree with. However the product that
came out was excellent. It isn’t about agreement; it is about discussion, debate and
o= persuasion. We are not clones of one another, we are separate distinct people.]

| was at the candidate forum on Sunday and heard Laura Friedman say the American Flag should be
lowered for commemoration of the Armenian Genocide. | read Molano’s letter in the GNP and saw only
Michael Teahan’s name as supporting the flag lowering. | called Molano to ask him why he left out
Friedman. He said he didn’t — that the GNP cut that from his letter. Molano said he was there at the forum
and also verified that comment by watching the video. How can we trust the GNP? [ED - Laura Friedman
did a mea culpa at the GHCC Candidates Forum acknowledging her initial answer to lower the American
flag.]

Man on the Street: Actually more like a restaurant manager. | was lunching with a fellow
Vanguardian in the same restaurant on Brand as Ara Najarian. The manager complained to me
about the Brand parking meters and how it affected his business. | pointed out CCM Najarian
and suggested he visit his complaint on the Council member.

With all the discussion about artificial turf, its quality, installation, and cleaning, maybe the City
should make that the next enterprise business.

Adams in wanting to maintain public safety. How many are there in Glendale and how many have
® signed up for the Glendale Medic program? [ED — There are about 1800 in Glendale. We are awaiting
the response as to enrollment in the Glendale Medic program.]

q We get and answer questions: You mentioned that the realtors came out to support Chief

President’s Day. A holiday. What a great opportunity to take my children to the library. It was closed. Why? [ED —
We agree with you. The answer is simple, City Employees come first. The only ones working besides public safety
were the sanitation workers. Talk to a Council member about it. Come to the Council meeting on Tuesdays and
bring it up during Oral Communications. The overtime would be less than the $1100 worth of snacks for
Management services.]


http://www.vanguardians.org/
http://www.vanguardians.org/
http://www.vanguardians.org/

Every project in Glendale seems to cost more than anywhere else. | researched community swimming pools and it
seems as if Glendale will be paying about $8,000,000 too much. Why does it cost more in Glendale? Is someone
getting a little bit of each deal li ke the CFO from

Crystal ball prediction: Water usage will go down and water rates will go up because payroll will
increase.

How badly will the sales tax revenue hit Glendale? Answer

How much will my taxes go up with the proposed California budget. Click here to find out.
Contact your Assembly member or Senator by clicking here.

Suggested Articles:

Glendale City Council candidates address hot-button issues at ..Armenian Reporter -
Yerevan,Armenia by Anna Margaryan A public forum for Glendale City Council candidates on Feb.
... including incumbents Ara Najarian, Frank Quintero, and Bob Yousefian, ... Click on picture

Taxpayers fund public pension millionaires Antelope Valley Press

Gilt-Edged Pensions Stephane Fitch, 01.22.09, 06:00 PM EST Forbes Magazine dated February 16, 2009
Your 401(k) isn't doing too well, is it? But you're footing the bill for some lucky stiffs who don't have to
worry about market crashes, medical costs or inflation.

Glendale is not alone
Davis Finds lItself in Growing Fiscal Hole from Vanguard of Davis

The city of Davis now faces a large and growing budget deficit. Due to the continued decline of the
economic conditions in Davis, the current year's budget deficit is projected to grow from the
November estimate of $1.54 million to $2.37 million. Next year the budget deficit will range from
between $3 million to $3.6 million depending on the city's negotiations with the employee bargaining
units.

From the city staff report for Tuesday's Davis City Council meeting:

"Despite the potential to manage the FY2008/09 budget through aggressive cost containment
measures, the budget outlook for FY2009/10 and the out-years of the five-year forecast pose
significant and growing challenges. The baseline General Fund forecast for FY2009/10 now reflects
a $3.6 million deficit under our original expenditure forecast assumptions, and a $3.0 million deficit
assuming no changes in personnel costs beyond those provided for in current labor contracts."
Part of the cost containment strategy calls for most departments to develop a 7 to 10 percent
budget reduction scenario with public safety developing 3 to 5 percent reduction scenarios. The city
hopes that this would provide up to $3.1 million in budget reductions. FULL STORY

Click to view the agenda City Council Housing Authority Redevelopment Agency
Monday, February 23

Historical Preservation Commission — 2:00 pm, Room 105, Municipal Services Building, 548-2140
Transportation and Parking Commission — 6:00 pm, City Council Chambers, City Hall, 548-3960

Tuesday, February 24

2:30 PM Housing Authority —Redevelopment Agency - Joint Meeting — Glendale City Council/Glendale Redevelopment
Agency RE: Glendale Triangle Project, 3900 San Fernando Road

6:00 pm Glendale City Council -- City Council Chambers, City Hall, 613 E. Broadway, Glendale. 548-4844

Wednesday, February 25
Civil Service Commission — 5:00 pm, City Council Chambers, City Hall, 613 E. Broadway, Glendale. 548-2110.

Thursday, February 26
Design Review Board #2 -- 5:00 pm, Municipal Services Building, Room 105, 633 E. Broadway, Glendale. 548-2140
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http://www.latimes.com/news/local/la-me-recession-proof16-2009feb16-fl,0,3451653.flash
http://www.hjta.org/node/470/
http://www.hjta.org/node/470/
http://www.hjta.org/node/470/
http://www.avpress.com/n/19/0219_s8.hts
http://www.forbes.com/forbes/2009/0216/078.html
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102461488102&e=001TE8jwPeOQDTbDMkoLKSApg4aVWsS4GoeBfqkPW_qgWqDTpsXbAnnFKmZwr5TXsCUTB4WIn6IX1ymufrknLn2NWBvMiV18ZG4sa_qfk9l5nr5GaPvxaDOSmTDeE23tjgbluN-M_a_MIwljKzNOfiA3Kc6lJN5ipEtvFWn3a6_jAbRC2JXL3-qrYM_qx_O9BQ7M60T1qos8yY=
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102461488102&e=001TE8jwPeOQDTbDMkoLKSApg4aVWsS4GoeBfqkPW_qgWqDTpsXbAnnFKmZwr5TXsCUTB4WIn6IX1ymufrknLn2NWBvMiV18ZG4sa_qfk9l5nr5GaPvxaDOSmTDeE23tjgbluN-M_a_MIwljKzNOfiA3Kc6lJN5ipEtvFWn3a6_jAbRC2JXL3-qrYM_qx_O9BQ7M60T1qos8yY=
http://www.ci.glendale.ca.us/agenda.asp?OrganizationID=4
http://www.ci.glendale.ca.us/agenda.asp?OrganizationID=37
http://www.ci.glendale.ca.us/agenda.asp?OrganizationID=176

peES

-y
3 Public Information

Tools we share: It is the Ralph M Brown Act that mandates legislative bodies like the Glendale City Council give
each of us an opportunity to speak and requires that agendas are posted.

The California Public Records Act (PRA) is the tool we can use to get information about the operations of
government so we can spotlight issues like the failure to get appraisals on properties before they are bought and
sold; like the reality of what government employees are paid.

The Political Reform Act of 1974 as amended requires candidates for public officer to file financial disclosure
documents like the 460 forms and the Statements of Economic Interest.

Vanguardians can help you understand the mechanics of this legislation and how it can work for you.

4 Vanguardians

Artist wanted to draw Council Circus featuring Jim Starbird as Ringmaster, Bob Yousefian being the
human cannon ball, Ata Najarian as the bareback rider standing atop the Police Chief and Fire Chief, Frank
Quintero as the trapeze artist flying out of the clutches of the audience, John Drayman as the juggler and
Dave Weaver as the scary clown. Ardy Kassakhian as the ticket-seller.

Get breaking Glendale News by signing up for an RSS feed at www.vanguardians.org

To register just enter the invitation code bavg2009

Q)

(B VANGUARDIANS needs your financial support
in these recessionary times.

Pl ease make c¢heVANGUABRBIANSIbI| e t o —
Mail to: POB 11202 Glendale, CA 91226
Contributions are tax deductible — You will receive a receipt for income tax purposes
You may also donate online at www.vanguardians.org )y

o/

5 . lthe Insider isa digest of information from city employees that care about the way the City is run. As they

are concerned about retaliation, their identities are secret. Vanguard provides them the opportunity to have this
forum. The comments are their own.

The public seems confused, you see, the City has NO UNIONS. It only has Employee Associations.

Big difference. Unions can strike and have a lot more clout than Associations. Associations are just

groups of City employees without any outside association, that make their case to the City Manager

for raises who then takes his recommendation to the Council in the form of an ordinance. This means that the
Associatonsar e constantly vying to be in St astdseatedCourgil good gr ac
members to insure that Starbird has his three votes to keep his job, is how it is done. As you can see from the

numbers, the Associations have contributed $30,000 to make sure that Starbird has two thirds of the votes that he

needs to stay in power. Added to the contributions from the last electon,y ou can see that it‘s ju
usual in Glendale by keeping the status quo. Maybe the Public will get the picture this time and vote for change.

Speaking of change Jano Baghdanian is no longer head of the GMA. The new head is Jay Kreitz of the police

department.

GPD retires them and then brings them back as City Resource Specialists. They get to keep their pension and get
paid. There are strict limits from PERS on folks going back to work for the City after they retire. They limit the
number of hours as well as prohibit starting right back to work for the City after you retire. They should have had at
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http://www.brownact.org/
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http://www.vanguardians.net/

least two months of no City pay during the year if the figure has both assignment included. Many police officers
have been demoralized because these rehires by the GPD affect their advancement,

Bob McFall is planning to retire this year.

It looks like Starbird is trying to build his resume with redevelopment credentials so that he can consult with other
Cities when he retires. Getting the Americana done on his watch was a big feather.

With the economy in the dumps and employee contracts up for renewal, the stage is set for the inevitable.
Management will cut the front line folks, then pat themselves on the back and give themselves raises. Starbird has
already primed the pumps by stating that executive pay is below "average". You can bet that behind the scene he is
looking to reward those executives that cut the most people below them. That will show loyalty to him, which is all
important in the City of Glendale

6 Humor

MOTHER GOOSE & GRIMM BY MIKE PETERS
WHL HAVE 500 COME WE‘D LKE 1O WHATKIND OF | HE WANTS
%m;‘.m zau& ARANE |LVARIANCE © _§ TOBOLE &

-~ ARDUMD OUR M?ﬂm'%l

BACKZARP.
P s >

SORRY, IF WE ALLOWED | (28
THAT, (TWOULD> |
SERTUS DOWN A
SUPPERY SLOPE,

Like my ¥ mine Y You'te runnin
Compaigh | s against m§
?o's-ier*‘?

‘faufe which will
make my

my
best | mudslinging
Prend All +he woe
effective.

| am only running to help Bob...or the Mayor needs my help on Council...Frank said | would be an excellent
candidate

7 The Election Process: Read Candidate Campaign Contribution Statements
Read responses to Vanguardians questionnaire

Glendale Municipal Election April 7, 2009: Candidate Contact Information

2009 Glendale City Council Election Forum Schedule Thanks to Hal Weber
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http://www.ci.glendale.ca.us/city-clerk/campaign_disclosure_statements_April_2009.asp
http://www.vanguardians.org/index.php?option=com_rubberdoc&view=category&id=920%3Aelection-watch-2009&Itemid=56
http://www.opengovernmentinglendalecalifornia.org/GME%202009%20Candidate%20List%202-10-09.htm
http://www.opengovernmentinglendalecalifornia.org/GCC%20Election%20Forums.htm

Eight out of twelve city council candidates lose their fortitude when in front of an audience favoring rent control.
The video is in www.youtube.com . Just type "Glendale Rent Control" in the search box.

8 Public Safety

This Chart shows the Employee Association contributions

Firefighters | GMA | GPOA | GCEA | 2008
Najarian $5000 | $4500 | $2500 | $3000 | $15,000
Quintero $5000 | $4500 | $2500 | $3000 | $15,000
Total $10,000 | $9000 | $5000 | $6000 | $30,000

Jury rules against San Diego cops in overtime suit San Jose Mercury News, USA - Feb 14, 2009
AP SAN DIEGO—A federal jury says San Diego police can't get overtime for checking their e-
mail. A nine-person panel ruled Friday that the city doesn't have ...

Jury sides with city on police overtime San Diego Union Tribune

Federal Jury Rules On Lawsuit Involving San Diego Police Officers KFMB

City Wins (Another) POA Case Voice of San Diego

17,000 City of LA public safety officers agree to a one year contract extension with no COLA or other pay
increases.

City of Glendale Elite Employees $200K Club .. City employees whose gross pay is in excess of $200,000 for CY

2008.
Job Title Amount
1. City Manager $251,196.00
2. Firefighter 237,237.52
3. City Resource Specialist 236,747.30
4. Police Chief 231,926.50
5. City Attorney 229.348.50
6. Fire Bat Chief 229,021.61
7. Fire Bat Chief 221,166.85
8. Firefighter 220,671.66
9. Firefighter 216,874.42
10. Fire Capt. 216,348.98
Thanks to Hanley Wood
Employment Growth (3,499,000)
Unemployment Rate 7.6%
Real GDP Growth (0.5%)
Consumer Confidence 37.7
Purchase Mortgage Applications 257.3
Mortgage Rates 5.04%
Median Price Existing Home $175,400
Existing Home Sales 4,740,000
Existing Home Inventory 3,676,210
Existing Home Affordability 63.1%
Median Price New Home $220,400
New Home Sales 407,000
New Home Inventory 372,000
New Home Affordability Ratio 50.7%
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Job Title Amount

Fire Bat Chief 214,713.66
Fire Capt. 211,854.52
Asst. City Manager 209,148.00
Fire Chief 205,342.82
Fire Capt. 204,576.65
Asst. Police Chief 203,192.00
Fire Capt. 202,711.28
Dep. Fire Chief 201,164.24
Fire Bat Chief 200,927.73

info@vanguardians.org to subscribe to the Weekly

News on issues that impact Glendale. The media
with a voice; the organization that gets
results you want; we encourage and support
advocacy, involvement and engagement with
government.oz2o08 Vanguard is intended for
personal use by recipient and forwarding without
change to recipient’s personal email list.
Vanguardians is a 501C3 charitable non-profit
corporation Contributions are tax deductible.
Vanguardians does not use commercial fundraisers.
To ensure you receive Vanguard, please add our
email addresses info@vanguardians.org, and
ba@fieldworks.net - to your address book or Internet
Service Provider safe list. Annual subscription for
email $50, by US Mail $75, Newsstand $2 per issue
Copyrighted materials used with permission..
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City Hall back
door. Friday
3PM Light is
on. Who is
home?
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