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“Accountability”
Glendale’s Watchdog

Najarian and Quintero Accept Union Money Just Under the Wire

The four stages of Vanguardians “First they ignore you, then they laugh at you, then they fight you, then you win.”
Mahatma Gandhi describing the stages of establishment resistance to a winning strategy of nonviolent advocacy

People talk about ideas while Vanguardians takes action. Our newly invigorated website has
a communinty events calendar available for all organizations to put in their communinty
events. www.vanguardians.org This service is available to registered Vanguard subscribers.

Only TWO candidates for City Council, Aram Kazazian and Bruce Philpott, spoke at the
Council Study Session.

CCM Quintero and Najarian got under the wire cash from City employee unions. Najarian and Quintero
voted on pay raises for members of employee unions in August before the ink was dry on the Campaign
contribution limits. Below chart is taken from the Council minutes:

7. ADOPTION OF ORDINANCES [August 19, 2008]

a. Ordin. #5623 Providing for Certain Officers, Subordinate Officers, Assistants, Deputies, Clerks, &
Employees of the City of Glendale & for their Compensation (Adding Budget Administrator Classification)
(GMA-Exempt) — Offered 8-12-08 (Yousefian) Moved: Yousefian Seconded: Weaver

Vote as follows:

Ayes: Najarian, Quintero, Weaver, Yousefian, Drayman The purpose of the new campaign finance law

was to prevent gifts like this to incumbents while
they have business before them. City Attorney
would say that everything is OK as when the gifts

— Firefighters | GMA_| GPOA | GCEA | 2008 were given the Campaign Finance Reform was
Naj_arlan $5000 $4500 | $2500 | $3000 | $15,000 not yet a law. However the pay vote was taken
Quintero | $2500 $4500 | $1500 | $3000 | $11,500 within a 90 day window of Council passing
Total $7500 $9000 | $4000 | $6000 | $26,500 Ordinance 5621 and its effective date.

Council passed campaign finance reform on July 29 to take effect 30 days later as it wasn’t an urgency
ordinance as was Ordinance 5623 which took effect on August 19", The funds were given to Najarian and
Quintero in August 2008 just prior to the effective date of August 28" for ordinance 5621. Mr. Najarian did
accept $2500 from the Caruso Family Trust on August 28" which just made it under the 30 day wire for
being $1500 over the $1000 limit.

The Glendale city council brought the first campaign ethics ordinance ever. It limits candidates to $1000
contribution from each donor. Except that before the law took effect city unions and this "ethical" candidate received
large amounts of money just days before the law took effect. So he gathered thousands of dollars for his re-election
campaign and then limited future candidates to a lesser contribution. Nice going Ara - But we are on to your tactics
- Here's what I've found on YouTube. http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=okLrAVyUZ04 HM

Barry Allen is availabletos peak t o your group to explain the Utility Us:
with $40,000 of your taxpayer money to promote its side of the issue. This is an opportunity for you to vote to keep
your money in your wallet or purse!

The Council did not respond to Vanguardians request for some of the $40,000 of taxpayer money that will be used

to promote a vote yes on more money for the General Fund. Barry Allen said that he wanted to use the money to

show both sides of the issue as the City Attorney,ar eci pi ent of Gener al Fund sal ari ec
statement.


http://www.vanguardians.org/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=okLrAVyUZ04
http://www.vanguardians.org/

Parks and Rec Commission has decided to make the Civic Auditorium rates more competitive. The Mayor will be
addressing the State of the City at a Chamber of Commerce affair at the Hilton. A topic like that should be held at
our very own Civic Auditorium rather than an outside venue.

Management Services spent $1100 of tax dollars for sodas, snacks and coffee along with facial tissue, paper
towels, Ca mp b €huhky Soups, Hormel Chili, Pepperidge Farm Cookies, Starbucks Coffee (Vons didn't have
Dunkin®" Donuts brand), Nilla Wafers, Goldfish crackers, NBC crackers, 22 12-packs of sodas. The City is always
looking for a bargain. They did save $20.95 by using the Vons Club Card. The City contracted with a vending
company that installed food and drink vending machines that Management Services and the City Council don't use.
Next time you want a snack of chunky soup stop into the MS Cafeteria. Oh, they did buy 3 units of Air Wick Aero to
get rid of the odor. Our tax dollars at work!

M ONDAY M ORNING M OTIVATION M EETINGS
Are you an entrepreneur? Self -employed? Have a home -based business?
This Monday from 7:00 0 7:45 a.m. start the week off strong.

Bring your coffee and join others like you to turn the bad news into for your business.
Give yourself an edge; come to 100 North Brand Blvd, 6™ Floor Conference Room.
Just $5

90 Minutes of FREE Parking at the Exchange City Garage on M aryland
For more information: www.fieldworks.net/MondayMorningMotivation.htm
Or call 818.243.4864

All that is necessary for the triumph of evil is for good women & men to do nothing

If you have issues with the City and fear retaliation, send them to Vanguardians and we’ll share them with
the appropriate department assuring your anonymity.

City Council report card

Council 2-3 Contact info
Drayman B- jdrayman@ci.glendale.ca.us;
Najarian C- anajarian@ci.glendale.ca.us;
Quintero D fquintero@ci.glendale.ca.us;
Weaver B+ dweaver@ci.glendale.ca.us;
Yousefian A byousefian@ci.glendale.ca.us;

Drayman - for his strong desire to sing and perform a Happy Birthday skit.

Najarian - for publicly naming his public pool as the #1 choice for priority federal funds.

Quintero - for someone that claims to be interested in a cell tower issue while ignoring a resident during their oral
communications speech on that specific topic.

Weaver - for being present during the entire meeting and only briefly walking out during oral communications
Yousefian - for assisting and translating for a speaker that does not speak or understand English.

The Least We Can Do

This week"s meeting was short, sweet andnkiagctheual | vy
programs favored for the proposed federal stimulus money, it was mainly the public that facilitated
content. The issues brought up and addressed in oral communications ranged from speeding, and
the cell phone tower t h aftparkwspate for chgdeentapleyy , t o an i ss

What s positive about the current economic cri s
creative solutions to tough problems and to stop relying on their elected reps to be responsible when
, at least some powerresides i n their own hands. This was on disp
problem/solution,one-t wo combo punch regarding children"s recreatior
Glendale park space is hard to come by and access. Even after promises were made in election years, it seems
easier for something as banal as the Americana to take precedence and shape, while the simple pleasures of
basketball courts and grassy spaces become decade | ong pt
pipes. Molano, rather than just protest, has taken it upon himself to give his own money in the honor of good, old-
fashioned fun. At the cost of only ten dollars a month a child can swim, shoot hoops and pal around at the local
YMCA. Molano has been paying fortenchi | dr en®s YMCA member ships and has ask:
way to facilitate the cost so more kids can join in.

When it came time for the council to respond, Mayor Draymen did suggest that a meeting could be held not
to allocate city money,but t o provoke “organized discussion or “help
reason the places that need parks the most don"t have t he
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of the public that come to the meetings weekly are not asking for frivolities, they are asking for the components that

make a city valuable because they raise the quality of life. And it is quite apparent, that if the council is given a

solution in the same breath as a problem, they have less chance of complicating or diverting a purely civic issue.
Council Reporter Laurel Miller

Vanguard is published independently by Vanguardians, Inc. Advocating for Accountability— Our vision is to live in a community where all
people, regardless of geography, background or economic status, can enjoy accountability, integrity, effectiveness and
responsiveness from our elected officials and each of the city's departments, through grass roots involvement, engagement and
advocacy.

CONTENTS:

1) Commentary

2) Potpourri 5) The Insider

3) Public Records 6) Humor

4) Vanguardians 7) Candidates
8) Public Safety

You may agree or disagree with the views below. Feel free to comment on them.

From the Publisher...When the work of a non-profit doesn’t even
pay the bills then it has to be subsidized most often from your own
pocket. There is a reward when you get stopped by people in the
street or shopping for groceries when they come up, take your
hand and shake it while telling you that what you are doing for
Glendale is great. Two weeks ago on a Sunday evening on Century
Blvd near LAX | was attending a Landmark Education completion program for one of
our boys. At the end of the program a man came up to me, shaking my hand while
saying that he appreciated what | do for those members of the public that can’t
appear to speak but support those of us who speak up for fiscal accountability and
an open and transparent government.

In the past few weeks the GNP published an article that created a news story from a nonstory.
Creating news instead of reporting it. Since that time several people shared their take on a ballot
statement. One an avowed seeker of preventimg development while demandimg higher wages for City
workers. Not one of thse people spoke to the issue nor did they offer any solution to the problems
facing the City,

It winds up that CCM Yousefian was closer than his colleagues when he predicted that with the $8M budget
shortfall for the beginning of this budget year plus his prediction for the end of the year that there would be
almost a $20M shortfall. Treasurer Borucki was a happy man when the Property Tax check came in so he has
$445M t oatavenylow isterést rate. Meanwhile the City caught on to the REAL FISCAL DILEMMA...i t i s
also about CUTTING EXPENSES!!!. In the last few years Vanguard has been pushing for reducing the gift of
cars, along with ALL expenses related to them, to City employees for emergency call backs (How long would it
take someone to drive back from San Bernardino, Lancaster or Santa Clarita?); we have pointed out the silliness
of the City competing with the post office and with private enterprise to raise money by shooting passport
pictures and taking finger prints. The City finally acknowledged it so that it is on the chopping block. Now le t
turn the clock back on MANAGERIAL overtime. What a joke! But Management sold it and Council bought it.

| sit on the Board of a public company and if the Management pulled stunts liket hat ..t hey woul d &
the-door. In Glendale we reward mismanagement. Each year we have tried to get the
injury log from the GFD. The types and locations of the injuries are redacted because we
would then know how superfluous the shin split injuries are.

CCM Najarian called for the City to start marketing the old police building and other
locales for location film shoots. Good idea. No staff follow-up. An ad in Location Magazine
would have done the trick to test the market. Some in the City Government want to get rid
of the Woman®"s Commi ssi on, tfdrikselfoTind nyajor@rpense issfa staffnThat stafft pay
person would be reassigned. Where is the savings?

The City Manager dffoaaysemplayeesioacuttanytcansultaaty. His concern is his family
of empl oyees ..not. ssoutrhdyamdaory“t f €he hveragh €ity wakerrmaked mucha y o f f s
more than the average Glendale resident many of whom are on Social Security or other fixed income. There are
tough decisions to be made. The Realtors Associ,atid on we
and done without a twit of study.
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Even though the time has come for each of us to become involved in our civic responsibility to demand
accountability from our local government, some of ,whie mary oteers rely on Vanguardians to look
out for the entire community by providing in-depth data and educational programs. Vanguardians provides
information that is not forthcoming from our elected officials and their staff. If Vanguardians had not stepped up
to the plate regarding the UUT there would have been no argument against this onerous tax increase. In 2005
there were no arguments against the ballot measures that changed 21 provisions of the City Charter. We now
realize that some of those amendments took away accountability.

It was Vanguardians that shined the bright light on the actual salaries our City employees are paid. The
public then realized the publishedsal ary schedules didn“t tell the who

Sometimes when we have been attacked for standing up for the rights of all of us it makes it difficult to
want to continue looking out for Glendale. However, the gratification comes when people come up to me and
say, ,Thank you Barry for all you are doing for Glendale.” That is warm and wonderful but unfortunately it
doesn"“t pay the bills. Paper, printing, technology,
for you to dip into your checkbook and send a check but we have given a good performance. For i ns't
defeat of the ballot measure and one more class action win will put almost $9,000,000 back in your pocket (The
City has budgeted for this.)

Today, grab that check book and send a check so Vanguardians can continue to represent you
and your fellow Glendalians. Barry Allen

Commentary: On Najarian and his "Disability"

Today we are facing a huge and damaging deficit caused in great part by the actions of
Ara Najarian as member of the Glendale city council while being dismissive of the public.

For starters, he agreed to have the GMA be the official negotiating entity for city
managers® pay and benefits. But the pay is
in the millions of dollars but these have no impact on their pay increases. During his watch 50%

‘ of city police and fire personnel continue to retire on disability after they have reached their
highest paid year. Their contracts allow for retirement at 90% of their last yearly pay and they get to retire at age
51 and those who claim disability then pay no taxes
wanted to preserve their neighborhoods this councilman treated their leading voice - Jose Chavez with a
dismissive and arrogant attitude. When the tree ordinance severely penalized a resident with a fine over
$340,000, he showed no consideration for those residents.

The problem with councilman Najarian is not with the covering on his head. The problem is with what's
inside. We are a society more interested in cosmetic appearances rather than in the character of the person. My
comments about Najarian have one intention: To have him defend himself from my observations and challenges.

Because my comments on his character and his reasoning can't really be challenged, he has scurried to
defend himself on the one observation that is justifiably defensible for him - his lack of hair. That is the objective |
had in mind.

Many people of merit have had great accomplishments without the need for hair. They've displayed
themselves for what they were because their character mattered more - Mahatma Gandhi, Yul Brenner, Telly
Savalas, Michael Jordan, and an endless list of meritorious men.

For someone to take refuge, as Mr. Najarian has apparently expressed on his "disability" is a testament
that appearances are his calling card. We only need to review his innumerable unsubstantiated statements during
the budget study session this past Tuesday. None of the scary crime and gang comments he made can be
corroborated by the police crime statistics at the Department of Justice or posted on the police website. Last year,
when | made a California records act request on anyone charged with penal code section 186.22(b) — Someone
acting as an agent of a street gang - the Glendale city attorney replied that there were no records responsive to
my request.

No one laughed about Luciano Pavarotti for being obese, or Barack Obama for being just skin and
bones, or Franklin Roosevelt for being on a wheel chair, or at Henry Kissinger for his heavy German accent.
Accomplishment and merit trump the outer appearances of the vehicle in which our character and intellect reside.

Our society may not be ready to elect as president a fat, black, Hispanic, lesbian, bald woman with a lisp.
But if she can weave words into a tapestry of poetry, we all will be in the company of an angel. Herbert Molano
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Historic Overlay My Ass et

Question: A local resident is trying to persuade me to jump into this "Historic Preservation Zone"
that some in the city are pushing. | live in an old Spanish Hacienda home built in the late 20's and we
are being encouraged to jump on the band wagon and classify my neighborhood as part of a
historical area. A lady came knocking on my door and mentioned that this redistricting would be a
good way to maintain my property value or maybe even increase the value of my home. What's your
thought on this?




Reader: Please, you know better. If your idea of fun is essentially having an HOA present in your neighborhood,
knock yourself out. Don't come crying when heaven forbid you want to change your front door, paint your house
green, re-landscape your yard, or change a light bulb. Why on earth would anyone want to place restrictions on
their homes and be told what you can and cannot do? If you wanted that lifestyle, one would most likely opt to live
in a gated community and let others tell you what kind of rocks and plants to use in your front yard landscaping.
Although, my remarks are merely my personal comments and thoughts on the topic, don't take it as gospel. It's just
my personal feelings on the subject that you asked about. To each their own. Listen, | own properties outside of
Glendale with HOA's, CC&R's and other homeowner restrictions. When my wife and | purchased our Glendale
home, we purposely set out to avoid that type of choke hold. For that reason alone we did not purchase in an area
that offered those restrictions but we had our eyes set in that general area (Rancho San Raphael). It gets real old,
real fast. So what if you want to remodel your bathroom? Hire a contractor, get the appropriate permits, and off you
go. Good luck after you have that "Historic" zone classification.

As to increasing the value of your home, it's hogwash. Many of us unfortunately are about to take a nice
financial bath. If your neighborhood becomes the next historic district then great for you. You can place a nice
shinny plague on your front lawn to which no one will really give two squats about. This new, shinny bronze plaque
does make a lot of people feel very good as it gives them a feeling of self entittement and bragging rights. Oh
please, move past the stucco and explore real life. There is so much more value in life other than roof tops and
who's lawn is better contests.

It's always interesting to listen to some historical homeowners speak. You just have to laugh from within.
The grandeur to which they speak of. The glory of their beautiful and rare home. Oh please. La Canada Flintridge
you are not. Many of these homeowners should drive down portions of Descanso Dr,, Chevy Chase, Highland,
Commonwealth and Berkshire in La Canada Flintridge. Now there you'll find HISTORY and elegance by the truck
load.

Next time this lady comes knocking at your door and lays the line regarding increasing your property value,
ask her for a copy of her California appraisers license and her psychic friends network membership card. Once you
get past that, remind her of the current 436 foreclosures in the City of Glendale. If | were a betting man, | place my
chips on a value freefall based on the mounting foreclosure filings killing Glendale property values. Unfortunately,
no city designation or bronze plaque will save you from the declining real estate market we are now facing.

Christian Arbid

The writer is a Glendale Resident, Real Estate Broker and Loss Mitigator. www.ThisMarketSucks.com
818.232.7899 Questions Relating to Foreclosures, Short Sales, Saving Your Home, Loan
Modifications.....Email Christian at christianarbid@gmail.com and your question will be answered in the
next edition of Vanguard.

The only way to make sure people you agree with can speak is to support the rights of people you don't agree with. ELEANOR HOLMES
NORTON

TAKE ACTION = GET INVOLVED - BE INFORMED - SHARE VANGUARD - VOLUNTEER
Moral cowardice that keeps us from speaking our minds is as dangerous to this country as irresponsible talk. The rigbt alayaiss the
popular and eagway. Standing for right when it is unpopular is a true test of moral charackgsirgaret Chase Smith

2 Potpourri  ED - Letters published do not necessarily express the opinion of Vanguardians, this publication, the organization or Barry

Allen. Names are used only when requested. Initials are used as there are people, believe it or not, who are concerned with retaliation or have
issues before a legislative body. Letters will be published that are signed and are not hate oriented.

to watch grown men holding a tin cup and looking for money to trickle down from the Federal
<  Government. | have qualified for food stamps for going on 30 years but would not consider taking
them just because they are there. My limited income has been just fine for the way | live and think
others should. | did not ask Glendale to modernize as they have on Brand Blvd and several other parts of town
since | got here in 1971. | struggled for 30 years to pay a $225 per month mortgage. That was $50 hard earned
dollars more than the rent we were wasting on a two bedroom apartment. | charged $5 to repair a tire then and
have had to increase that to $10 now but | still repair tires and like the shoe repairman | have put two sons through
college by teaching them to earn the money they need. Both sons paid every penny of their education starting in
9th grade at Loyola and Glendale Academy. The oldest son now has a master's degree and sits on two important
commissions or committees in Wash DC where they make suggestions to our government on renewable energy
particularly Hydro Electric generation. That to me is proof there is no limit to what people can do by not using the
word "can't” nof permitted in our household since 1974.) | forgot to mention those committees are unpaid positions
supported by the generosity of the employers of the men doing that work in addition to their jobs.
| have mentioned before that Mr. Yousefian gets my first vote in the upcoming election and tonight was no
exception to the way | think government should address our needs. He used integrity by standing up to the
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pressure of not getting a handout from Washington He and | know that is the way the "game" is played and neither
of us wants to play that "game". President Eisenhower started the Federal Highways Funding policy and tonight |
watched the esteemed City Council discussing how to get money from Washington to pave Greenbrier or possibly
just a part of it. For one | would rather not give Washington a connection to any individual street in my town. If
Greenbrier needs to be paved more than Verdugo or Adams or any number of other streets and has been patient
for the City to get to it then the City should do it out of the taxes that come from Glendale. Not Glendale and
Burbank or LA County or California DOT or especially Washington DC. | said taxes. Yes that is the way things get
done. You elect a City Council, they vote on your behalf to budget the projects that need to be done, provide the
protection you need from each other and fire and emergency medical attention, and build the infrastructure of the
City in an orderly manner. The smaller the population of that city the more each resident would have to pay. As
the city grows the less each resident would have to pay because the costs would be spread over a larger number of
people. Unfortunately, we have grown to a society that each time someone new moves into town they ask for
some newfangled benefit from the taxes paid by everyone. It is not long before the City Council has to ask for more
money from each resident by taxing even the utilities for which you have already paid to use.

In other news | have tried to copy the article from the San Bernardino Sun today that describes the new
agreement the City of Redlands has negotiated with the Firemen regarding furloughs. [ED — See 8 Public Safety)
Although they have agreed to a certain number of hours for which they would normally have been paid they have
agreed to actually not get paid for some hours in which they will be at the station due to overriding staffing
regulations. It's worth more than a quarter of a million dollars to Redlands and could be worth much more than that
in Glendale. In addition it reflects a willingness by the firemen to be part of the SOLUTION. As always, Carl, the
HubCap Kid

Unlike general obligation bonds, certificates of participation (cops) do not require a vote of the people.
Today Oxnard has a bonded debt of not less than 442 million dollars. The city is taking from the general fund and
raising utility rates to pay that debt. But it is ever increasing. Martin D. Jones Vanguard of Oxnard

| do not think that Glendale should ask for any part of the stimulus package -- they are just adding to the
country's deficit. What Glendale needs to do is CUT SPENDING including the reduction of unneeded city
employees and the cutting of benefit packages of those on the taxpayer's dole -- city employees perform services,
they do not create jobs. Glendale needs to tighten its belt.

Glendale seems to see this funding possibility as a windfall to do all of the extraneous spending that they
cannot do unless they cut current spending which they do not want to do -- all of the nonsense of robbing Peter to
pay Paul has got to stop.

The abuse in the use of the funds proposed by Glendale will not help stimulate this economy. What will
stimulate the economy is cutting all taxes and fees at every level which will free more people to create jobs and
have more people retaining more of their own money -- private industry must remain healthy in order for cities to
function. This is the only way to grow this economy. Government is not the answer, individuals are. At this time,
Glendale wants a Mercedes and can only afford a Chevy -- so be it, folks.

"I cannot undertake to lay my finger on that article of the Constitution which granted a right to Congress of
expending, on the objects of benevolence, the money of their constituents." James Madison Marlene Walker

The News Press had a lead article on January 28" featuring a supposed traffic plan for the City of
Glendale by Councilman Ara Najarian. |  woul d | i ke to give the Ir'eaMrea sNaj drnitd
his position on traffic calming in the city.
One must look at what a councilman does, not what they say. On the subject of traffic, Councilman Dave
Weaver has it right. Ara Najarian is doing nothing more than taking a position that he thinks will get him votes in
the next election. As founding members of the Rossmoyne/Mountain Homeowners Association, my husband and |
worked with many others for ten years to accomplish the goal of some traffic safety for our neighborhood and traffic
calming measures.
At that time Ara Najarian was on the Traffic and Transportation Commission. He took the lead in denying
traffic calming, voted against it, and was the only Commissioner who took the time to speak before the City Council
against traffic calming measures. | can say that Ara Najarian lacked total sensitivity to the issue and the plight in
our lovely neighborhood. Ar a®"s current traffic “plan has another na l
v 0t dest' peoceed with caution.
The councilman that spoke, supported and guided us through what gains we made to calm traffic was
Frank Quintero. Frank was there for us on the issue of neighborhood protection each and every step of the way.
He did not give lip service to the issue. He gave of his time and expertise for years. In fact, at the time our traffic

calming measures were voted on, Frank was on the city council. | will never forget his question to Ara Najarian
who was speaking against the proposed traffic calming measures. Frank simply asked ---“ Wher e do Doou | i
you | ive in t hiThissmpleigduibywastemagd for'Ara to cower away from the bright light of facts

as he slinked away from the podium.



The City Council passed our traffic calming measures, thanks to the leadership of Frank Quintero. The
grandstanding by Ara Najarian being done now is pure politics to hold himself, and he alone, for the model and
leader to solve traffic problems in the city. It is a fact certain that Ara Najarian has known about the serious on-
going traffic problems in Glendale for at least the last fifteen (15) years. It is only when there is a pending election
that he gives any attention to the problem. Ara Najarian is trying to have a positive political light shine on him, and

him alone. Hi s position of “l ook at me” was <clear when his pr
before he spoke. Once again Ara has t he ol dThévotersare ldoking atlhra, amdave t h ™ p
are all hoping that we see the back of him in the next election. Carole Weling, Glendale Resident

See "Forbes" 16 Feb 09 issue article "Retiring Rich" pages 78-84. Discusses how Safety (Firemen)
and Security (Police), along with some other public pensions have gone to extremes when compared to private
pensions (except those of the top executives). These pensions made sense in earlier times when the work was
both hard and hazardous, and lives were short. The latter no longer pertains, and some [many?] public employees
have found ways to 'game the system’, with disability claims and last day/year promotions to boost retirement pay.

Also, see today's Wall Street Journal for what some cities are asking from the Federal Government in terms
of 'shovel ready projects'. FN

On behalf of people with alopecia areata, this letter is in response to a commentary that appeared in the
Vanguard Weekly News Volume 4 titled “ WeawerrMolano.tiss f or Naj
unfortunate that your writer has chosen to ridicule a city council member by playing off the fact that he has no hair.
The disease alopecia areata, which councilman Najarian has, and has no control over, also affects nearly five
million more American children, women and men, so | am sure | was not the only individual offended by this piece.

Pl ease encourage your staff to use a l|little more tact
group as a whole. Lisa K. Gallagher-Butler Vice President, Communications National Alopecia Areata Foundation

SLOBBERING AT THE LOCAL LEVEL A long time, renowned journalist, Bernie Goldberg, has
written a book entitled “ A Sl onebasfovemftar vAth President’Opamd.&/a |l i ng wi
have our own such an affair here in Glendale, between the News Press and the city government. When the
vacuous Mr. Najarian came up with his election year traffic problem solving plan, which his fellow council members
recognized as an election gimmick, my wife, who had battled the city council (and finally succeeded) after ten long
years, to get a traffic calming program in place in our area of Glendale, recalled, how at every stage of the
proceedings, Ara Najarian opposed traffic calming, often making up stories, based on bogus information, to try and
defeat the project. When the final vote came up before the city council, Mr. Najarian was the only member of the
TPC to appear and oppose the program. At that point, Councilman Quintero asked Mr. Najarian where he lived,
and, finding out he was nowher e mhisarewcdhders angdlauglitee,andaretd-ol d hi
faced Mr. Najarian beat a hasty retreat.

All of this was recounted and detailed in a letter to the News Press. The next day city editor Michael Miller called
to confirm the authorship of the letter, and that it was to be printed. A call confirming this was made. Another day
passed, and Miller called again, saying he needed to check on the facts. In a subsequent conversation, Michael
said he needed to know the exact date of the appearance at city hall, and the exact words used. After much
research, we were able to confirm the date as being July 3, 2001, and also confirmed with Councilman Quintero the
incident. This was relayed to Michael, and in response to an inquiry as to why all these questions, he responded
that, “ Mr . Naj arian is an attorney, and has told u® we ¢
then said that he had to see the actual tape of the hearing, probably assuming that after some seven plus years it
no longer existed. Guess what? We located one. When this was relayed to Michael, with the comment that he was
on a “shohret slheraisehk'ed into fhetgphdne, “1 wan

The tape is 6 hours long, and has to be viewed by us as well as the News Press, when they have the time.
Some six days have already passed since the letter was submitted, and will soon be irrelevant. Come to think
about it  lytheblews Pressthatisimeevant? They are so “in the tank” for ci
patronizingly condescending towards the residents, that soon, hopefully, they will go the way of the Detroit News,
the Seattle Post, and other suck up publications. Jim Weling

"y

Utility Users Tax: Letter - So now let's see what the City did say. They have made 4 main
points:

1. The change is NOT a "new tax".

2. The change does NOT tax fees imposed by providers for internet access or movie, music
and ringtone downloads.

3. Reduction in tax rate is expected to generate about the same revenue.

4. The tax will "continue" to be used for services for children and seniors like parks, police, fire
and street repairs.

What the City did NOT say:


http://www.forbes.com/forbes/2009/0216/078.html

1. The tax is a new tax on a list of services provided by telecommunication providers like landlines, cell phones,
cable and satellite TV not previously taxed. (That list seems to be mysteriously unavailable.)
2. The tax goes for the airtime to download ringtones, movies and television shows.
3. The reduction in rate and addition of services taxed is expected to generate $300,000 more revenue per year
according to their own estimates.
4. The tax will continue to be put into the City's General Fund and spent anyway they see fit from week to week
depending on who shows up at Council meetings to ask for special funding.

| continue to support a clear description of the services on which the 7% current tax applies and compare it
to a list of fees and services on which the reduced 6.5% tax will apply. This is the way the voter actually sees in
advance what to expect on his own bill. For example if he does not have cable or satellite he won't be effected as
much by either tax. If he does not have the newest technology on his cell phone service there may be no change
or even a slight reduction in the amount of tax he pays now. Good luck and be sure to check grammar. Carl, the
HubCap Kid

You can cast your ‘vote’ on the UUT-Telecom in the Vanguardians poll located on the Vanquardians Home
page. The tally is available for everyone to see.
So far, 82.4% are opposed to the UUT; 11.8% are undecided and 5.9% are for the tax

Arguments against the Utility Rusmerups Tax that did

The City Council said the ballot issue is revenue neutra. Thei r recordBushwe dtdn$Snh-“hear |
to-gosh truth. You will pay more taxes because more telecommunications devices will be taxed. The Federal
Government is reducing taxes to encourage new growth. Glendale is desperate for new revenue to pay for their
mistakes instead of cutting expenses. The well has run dry and expenses must be cut. Fiscal accountability can
start now if you vote NO. This is about staffing, salaries, benefits and pensions that are burgeoning.

The City wants you to believe if you vote NO public safety will be affected. This is a general tax. It is not
earmarked for public safety, parks or street maintenance. Your taxes go into the general fund and the Council
decides on how to spend it. I't was the Council that cut t
their scare tactics. Vote NO to keep the status quo. Why change? Let them know that the customers, voters,
residents and public are the reason the City exists. We are not just a cash cow to pay astronomical wages and
benefits. Vote NO to stop increasing taxes.

Non-taxable services bundled with taxable are taxed!
The City gets impact fees from new development to pay for libraries and parks as well as property taxes freeing up
funds for public safety. Why aren®t they encouraging the
from your wallet? Vote NO. Keep your money in your pocket. Dyonrtheit | et t
pockets. Millions of dollars of payroll increases instead of fiscal accountability. Make the City accountable with a NO
vote!

For the TAX: City has Mayor, City Manager. Fire and Police Chief sign the Argument in support of the UUT-
Telecom Tax Increase. Three of those City employees are paid almost $1Million in payroll and benefits. Not one
person who is a non-paid City employee signed that document while Vanguard had three regular citizens with NO
vested interest other than what is best for Glendale sign the Argument against the UUT tax. Barry Allen, Christian
Arbid and Pauline Field were the signatories.

PRA: Vanguardians requested 5 years of the Telecom UUT revenue dara and the City COULD NOT PRODUCE
the information and yet they declared the need for more money without knowing how much the UUT brings in.

Letter: | am not close to this measure. Notwithstanding the fact that you have been selected to write the "con”
position, are you for or against it? In general, | nearly always am very much opposed to special "fees" and special
taxes, far preferring that the necessary municipal income be derived from property and income taxes. Special fees
are not deductible on federal income taxes whereas local property and income taxes are. It drives me crazy that
folks in California don't seem to get this, so we end up with non-deductible assessments when we could otherwise
obtain a 15 to 25 percent effective discount by paying these assessments as taxes. But NO!! Californians seem to
believe that taxes are of the devil. That's why the richest state in the nation ranks 47th on school funding. JS

Another writer to Vanguard said | should be ashamed for not spelling out each and every new telephone
feature that will be taxed (now aren't you ashamed for not having published the points on which the new tax is to
apply?) My response was a simple. ‘No!’ The reason is that | was able to encourage a number of people to
step forward and write a cogent message to the Glendale voters and turn it in to the City Clerk. We didn’t
have the luxury of a City staff to write the statement and then have a million dollars worth of City staff to
sign it. Some of those City managers don’t even live in the City yet under the Glendale Charter they are
officers of the City. The City didn’t even tell us who the signatories to their document were until 2 PM just
a few hours before it was due.


http://www.vanguardians.org/
http://www.vanguardians.org/
http://www.vanguardians.org/

Question: | am totally ignorant as to what it is they are actually planning on doing. It appears that they want to
LOWER tax by .5%. With that said, they will obviously jack something else up. What am | missing here? [ED --
Basically they will lower the rate .5% and increase the number of items they will tax. Their own figures show that
they will raise more $$$. They are also not talking about several class action suits that will do away with 75% or
more of the tax.]

The City Council is once again crying out to the taxpayers for more money. At least this time you can have
your say because the question for you to answer is on the April ballot unlike the raising fees or utulity
rates or deciding it was time to add more bonds. They always say to the voters and
taxpayers that once they get over this hump everything will be OK. Until the next
time.

Is there a difference between the Council and any spouse abuser? One
person abuses the other and when they get what they want (usually power,
suprememacy) they ask for forgiveness and promise it won’t happen again...until the
next time.

It is insanity to believe that you can repeat your actions over and over again and expect different

results,
We have the ability to break this cycle of abuse,
of insanity by saying and voting, ‘NO!’

We get calls: CCM Najarian is not my favorite but | don’t think he should have been
pilloried for his traffic safety initiative. It is at least a start which is much more than anyone
else came up with. It is so tiring to hear the folks that live in Northwest Glendale complain
about the W. Glenoaks race track and then complain when the GPD comes up with a plan
using helicopters and ground units because they are too noisy. So are the sirens on

- emergency vehicles when they head off to a multicar collision. Let’s give Najarian a chance
to see what he does in the next few weeks with his plan.

:\

Is that all it takes the City Employee Unions to guarantee a ‘YES’ vote on pay and benefit increases, just
$26,000 or $13 each? [ED We won’t comment on integrity or ethics...but the facts speak for themselves.]

Man on the Street: (MOS) Every time Glendale asked for more fees, raising the utility rates
and now more taxes we give, reluctantly, but we give. | see shiny police cars and fire trucks but
| also see dirty streets and sidewalks in our downtown. | see potholes in streets and alleys. |
see graffiti painted on walls and utility cabinets. Then you tell me that a firefighter was paid
$250,000 and the City Manager is paid the same while more than 500 city employees are paid in
excess of $100,000 each. That is difficult to comprehend,

Then | see that the City came up with a stupid idea to replace private business and the Post Office
to get into the passport business. Now by closing it they will save $55,000. Will the City lay off those
employees? [ED - Probably not.]

times like these? And is it true that we have nearly $400M in reserve? | guess in Glendale the

We get and answer questions: What are the city reserve funds for if not during economic
straws haven't broken the camel's back yet to access some of this money.

® [ED- According to City Treasurer Ron Borucki, now that the City received the property tax
money, there is $445,000,000 in the reserve; al | but $95,000,000 is restric
», Must® payments are for pensions, salaries and the P&l or

about how much we are behind in revenue and how much the expenses have grown for the current budget year
(08-09).]

Can you explain how it works when you give a salaried employee off (furloughy? Doesn“t t hi s mean t ha
paid more for working less? [ ED-Go o d qu e st ask MatDoykead of HR]

What do you think a CCM would do with the $1,000,000 he borrowed on his house? [ED — Probably buy an interest
in a business so he could become the boss.]

Suggested Articles: Hanley Wood Market Intelligence

Employment Growth (2,815,000) F .
| - , . Please let us know if
0, - . .
S 72% you like this feature.
Real GDP Growth (3.8%) F



http://newsletters.cmail5.com/t/y/l/dihlg/thewhlk/i
http://newsletters.cmail5.com/t/y/l/dihlg/thewhlk/d
http://newsletters.cmail5.com/t/y/l/dihlg/thewhlk/h

Consumer Confidence 37.7 F

Purchase Mortgage

Applications 2043 D-
Mortgage Rates 5.10% A+
Median Price Existing Home $175,400 F
Existing Home Sales 4,740,000 C
Existing Home Inventory 3,676,210
Existing Home Affordability 63.1% A+
Median Price New Home $206,500 F
New Home Sales 331,000 F
New Home Inventory 359,000 F
New Home Affordability Ratio  56.1% A+

Must young families and their children carry on their backs a larger proportionate number of state and local government
employees than in my generation? The excess is 12.2 million employees - because their numbers increased faster than the
general population. Read the full report, Click here.

The left chart shows the number of state & local government

State & Local G"""_“[""E"t employees growing faster than the population at large - a chart few
Employees grow 12 million faster have seen: The upper rising curve (red) represents the actual
than Population number of government employees during the past 6 decades, rising

from 3.3 million employees in 1946 to 19.5 million employees today -
a 485% increase, while the national population increased just 114%.
The lower (dashed-green) plot shows the number of employees
/4 would have grown only to 7 million by today had they not grown

Grandfather Economic Report
http:/fmwhodoes. hame. att. net/

m 13 faster than the general population increase of 114% in that period.
o / | There is a 12.5 million difference between the two plots.
E 16 11 actud I This means: if the number of state & local government employees
=3 P | - gﬁg[ﬁd be / | had not grown faster than the increase in the general population,
TN T | there would be 12,175,000 fewer such employees today.
I=RF: 12 5 Million AND, since 1999 state & local government employee head-counts
E / Excess increased 2 million, 11.4%, compared to an 8% growth of the
E 1n Empioyees?| | National population - That's 40% faster government growth than the
z / T general population. The excessive growth continues.
5 a | For the past 30 years nationwide inflation-adjusted median family
= / - real incomes and rates of saving have suffered - according to the
m B —_— 7 Grandfather Family Income Report.
5 4 _,_/__. - During this same period, the number of state & local
= = - F government employees increased double the rate of the
=, | This would he the quartity if number emplayee= | population - - and, according to a Bureau of Labor Statistics
hacd nct arowen faster than population study, the total compensation of the average state & local
0 +———t———t—+—+—+—+—+—+—+—+ government workers increased at a faster pace than did private
e R - T = = = B sector employees. Why was this allowed?
LR =L /P e = L =L =
| chart: Michael Hodges - data: Bureau Labor Stats

Read the latest statistics on City Department Human Resources

Noteworthy: Checkout Glendale Citizens efforts on YouTube.

Click to view the agenda City Council Housing Authority Redevelopment Agency

Monday, February 9

Community Development Block Grant Advisory Committee — 8:00 am, City Council Chambers. 548-2060

Commission on the Status of Women — 6:30 pm, City Council Chambers, City Hall, 613 E. Broadway, Glendale. 548-4844

Tuesday, February 10

2:30 pm Housing Authority, Redevelopment Agency -- Special Meeting —City Council RE: Proposed Pacific Pool
Development

6:00 pm -- Glendale City Council -- City Council Chambers, City Hall, 613 E. Broadway, Glendale. 548-4844

Wednesday, February 11

Community Development Block Grant Advisory Committee — 8:00 am, City Council Chambers
Civil Service Commission — 5:00 pm, City Council Chambers, City Hall, 613 E. Broadway, Glendale. 548-2110
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http://mwhodges.home.att.net/family.htm
http://www.ci.glendale.ca.us/hr/pdf/HRDeptAnnualActivityReport.pdf
http://www.ci.glendale.ca.us/agenda.asp?OrganizationID=4
http://www.ci.glendale.ca.us/agenda.asp?OrganizationID=37
http://www.ci.glendale.ca.us/agenda.asp?OrganizationID=176

Thursday, February 12
Design Review Board #2 -- 5:00 pm, Municipal Services Building, Room 105, 633 E. Broadway, Glendale. 548-2140

Monday, February 16 Federal Holiday-Ci ty Of fi ces Cl osed for President"s Day

e
3 Public Information

Commentary: The limits of Open Government and the Council's Right to Know from Vanguard of Davis

A few weeks the Davis City Council was trying to decide to what extent they had the right to demand to read the
Ombudsman's Investigation into the Yolo County Grand Jury report. In a lot of ways it was a strange discussion. Let
us forget for a moment about the content of that report and focus only on the process at hand.

City Attorney Harriet Steiner ruled two things. First, that the city manager had the right to determine
whether or not the council could see something. Second, that if the council did view these personnel matters or a
report deemed to cover a personnel matter, it could subject the city to liability. In essence, the city attorney deemed
that in a city manager model, the council has no more right to view personnel records than members of the public.

Basically the city council hires the city manager. They are responsible for evaluating his performance. It
was that evaluative process that led to the city manager's new contract that was approved last week in open
session. However, as Councilmember Sue Greenwald and Councilmember Lamar Heystek asked, how is the
council supposed to evaluate the city manager, if they cannot review his work product? If they are in the dark about
certain reports deemed "personnel matters,” how can they determine how well the city manager has done his job?

CA APPEALS COURT AFFIRMS PUBLIC'S RIGHT TO COUNTY MAPPING DATABASE. DECISION IN CFAC SUIT COULD
HAVE FAR-REACHING IMPACT. By Peter Scheer

In a stunning victory for freedom of information advocates, a California appeals court has sustained a public right of
access to a government database that makes possible highly accurate digital mapping.

Holding that Santa Clara County must make publicits geographi c i nformation system
shows real estate parcel boundaries, appraisals, and other property data, a unanimous Court of Appeal rejected arguments that
U.S. Homeland Security regulations and Federal Copyright protectiont r ump t he public“s right of

Public Records Act.

The decision, issued yesterday, is County of Santa Clara v. California First Amendment Coalition. It grows out of a
lawsuit filed by the Coalition in 2006, following denial of its request to the county for a copy of the parcel basemap under the
Public Records Act. The county at that time offered the basemap for sale at extremely high fees (approximately $250,000 for
county-wide coverage). The Coalition argued that, since the basemap had been created with taxpayer funds, it belonged to the
public and should be made available free (or, at most, for a nominal copying charge). Here's the Court's decision (in a PDF file).

4 Vanguardians

Wanted: Working notebook computer loaded with XP operating system

Get breaking Glendale News by signing up for an RSS feed at www.vanguardians.org

G)

(B VANGUARDIANS needs your financial support
in these recessionary times.

Pl ease make c¢heVANGUABRIANS | e t o *
Mail to: POB 11202 Glendale, CA 91226
Contributions are tax deductible — You will receive a receipt for income tax purposes
You may also donate online at www.vanguardians.orqg )y

o/

5 . ‘the Insider isa digest of information from city employees that care about the way the City is run. As they

are concerned about retaliation, their identities are secret. Vanguard provides them the opportunity to have this forum. The
comments are their own.
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http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102443867742&e=001hvvvK8nEKioQY2G9ZjQPjC4pIO92AGy9DGOcaNFuIgRSJU-H3P9FJB4ARoSkHaYJqJHLI0L_l2OI7XisF-UfNzXeJfGwz2JeG3yHFMFKqhTainJMKjY8acqvBJhVav7Hn41aOjJN2LsTKfZMyQBa1T0mQCGY7jzC3aDw2JjDUzop3N1h3RfAuBbSHqnt0YWw12HIsOWNeNw=
http://www.courtinfo.ca.gov/opinions/documents/H031658.PDF
http://www.vanguardians.org/
http://www.vanguardians.net/

I think it"s great that you wer aboathd ievestigationy it t
conducting. Just keep in mind that many of the investigations are witch hunts to demonstrate to
employees that management is not averse to intimidating them with selective attacks. In fact it is very
effective and the primary reason that employees are scared to talk to Vanguardians. It may not

sound that like a big deal, but keep in mind that scared employees will not be giving the community
great service, rather, they will avoid making decisions to cover their behinds.

Mayor Drayman is all atwitter as the Americana wants to hold a farmers market on Sunday using the
vendors that sell in Montrose. This following a meeting that Quintero and the Mayor had with
General Growth officials [Galleria] that want some money from the City.

Chief Adams was pounding the phones to get the real estate folks to come out in force to
keep the Council from cutting public safety budgets. It worked.

Hurray for Mr. Molano. Of all the speakers at the budget meeting, he was the only one
who objectively looked at the information and noted that the answer is not to just throw money at Police and Fire,
rather look at where we use our resources. Choosing to have traffic cops as opposed to school resource officers is
a choice. Using firefighters on overtime to perform PR tasksisa c hoi c e. Having a | arge
office as opposed to neighborhood services officers keeping the city clean is a choice. It is possible to have a safe,

clean city and still cut police and fire.
Kudos to Rick Barnes for pointing out the fact that the development review process has become over

bearing and bureaucratic.

These are general fund supported functions that can be made more customer friendly.

Weaver's comments that good people leave because of salaries is way off. Most leave because of
disagreement with management.

Good budget briefing, the first staff has heard of most of the information.

Starbird and the Council have a habit of throwing around comments citing "recently received reports" in
their meetings, but does anybody ever actually get to see the reports or the data besides them. None of that
information is ever distributed to staff. If no one is getting to see the favorable reports, just imagine all of the less
favorable reports that we never get to see. (Remember the $90,000 Matrix report that died without comment.)

6 Humor

POLITICS HAS 11 APPARENTLY
BECOME SLCH A i . “THEY ENJOY THE
DT BUSINESS B i & [— . — i SLIMELIGHT
THESE DAYS.. IBRE-00 11 112 _

BTk B ATERS

HOW DO THEY | UH .. WAIT UNTIL IT
DEAL WITH BECOMES A CRISIS,

FROBLEMS IN THEN BLAME

WASHINGTON? | SOMEONE ELSE?

| MUST FIND A WAY w
TO STOP THIS! .

. YOU WORK IN
B GOVEENMENT, AGENT X ...
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7 The Election Process: City Council candidates Read Candidate Campaign Contribution

Statements
Name Phone Email Major Issue
Friedman, Laura 818-281-6942 | Laura@votelaurafriedman.com Economic Those candidates that
Development are highlighted in
Gharpetian, Vartan yellow have returned
Kazazian, Aram 818-484-7342 | vote@aramforglendale.com their responses to the
Vanguard
Keuroghelian,Chahe questionnaire in a
Lafian, Edward timely basis
Najarian, Ara James
Philpott, Bruce 818-956-3321 | brcphilpottl @aol.com Finance, Budget
Fiscal
accountability
Quintero, Frank
Solis, Lenore 323-669-0892 | LenoreSolis@gmail.com
Stepanian, Aramazd
Teahan, Michael
Yousefian, Bob 818-262-9309 | bhyousefian@yahoo.com

8 Public Safety

Firefighters stopped using Fire Engines, Fire Trucks and Ambulances to come to City Council. Now they use the
plain unmarked cars and 1 BC SUV. The People win again.

By MICHAEL PERRAULT The Press-Enterprise
REDLANDS - Firefighters in Redlands have agreed to take 90 hours each of unpaid furlough time,
a move that is expected to help the city slash nearly $3 million in expenses

| B | Vanguard of Davis: Former UC Davis Police Officer Calvin Chang has filed a lawsuit against the
UC Regents and UC Davis Police Chief Annette Spicuzza alleging complaints of racial and sexual orientation
discrimination, housing discrimination, and retaliation.

In the lawsuit, Officer Chang, who is openly gay, alleges that he was subject to harassment including
homophobic slurs and a death threat while serving as a police officer for the UC Davis Police Department.

Officer Chang was at the time of his hire the only Asian-American officer on the campus and the first openly
gay officer. According to the complaint:

"During the relevant times, Plaintiff was subjected to a pattern of harassment and discrimination because of
his race and sexual orientation, including but not limited to the following: a racial slur broadcasted to Plaintiff over
the police radio by his supervisor, superiors referred to Plaintiff as "Mr. Chang" instead of by his earned title of
"Officer Chang," repeatedly referred to by the name of the agency's previous Asian-American officer, denied timely
backup, subjected to a derogatory slur (“fag") by a probationary police officer (whom Regents passed on probation)
in the presence of his supervisor, offensive homosexual innuendos from a supervisor, referred to as a "****ing fag"
by his supervisor (whom Spicuzza promoted and assigned to the "professional standards unit" in command of
internal affairs), subjected to numerous false internal affairs investigations." FULL ARTICLE

info@vanguardians.org to subscribe to the Weekly News on issues that impact Glendale. The media with a voice; the organization that
gets results you want; we encourage and support advocacy, involvement and engagement with government.o 2008
Vanguard is intended for personal use by recipient and forwarding without change to recipient’s personal email list. Vanguardians is a
501C3 charitable non-profit corporation Contributions are tax deductible. Vanguardians does not use commercial fundraisers. To ensure
you receive Vanguard, please add our email addresses info@vanguardians.org, and ba@fieldworks.net - to your address book or Internet
Service Provider safe list. Annual subscription for email $50, by US Mail $75, Newsstand $2 per issue Copyrighted materials used with
permission.. ©2009
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