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Up to 12 Candidates for City Council  

The four stages of Vanguardians “First they ignore you, then they laugh at you, then they fight you, then you win.” 
Mahatma Gandhi describing the stages of establishment resistance to a winning strategy of nonviolent advocacy 

 

Management Services placed a 200 piece order for food from VONS. It was delivered on Friday 
January 23rd to the large conference room while the assistant City Manager was meeting with the 
Finance Director to discuss the best way to present financial issues with a PowerPoint Presentation. 
As of this writing we are uncertain as to whether the food order was connected to the jewelry 
presentation in the Council Conference room. Questions arise as to who eats the food? Why 
taxpayers are paying for it?  

 
Robocalls have already started in Glendale. The first was a poll to learn which of 7 Council Candidates you 
would vote for. You can vote for up to three. These calls are regulated by the Public Utilities Commission. 
Check out their info by clicking here. 
 

Surveillance log [excerpt]…. Thursday January 29
th… 

4:55 pm -- Frank Quintero spotted entering the Glendale Galleria Nordstrom's parking lot wearing a suit 
and carrying a brief case going into Galleria Towers building. 
4:57 pm - John Drayman is observed in a grey convertible parking in the Nordstrom's lot of the Galleria 
following Quintero. Was there a top secret meeting that you don't know about?  Inquiring minds know! 
 

A reading of the City‟s wish list for Federal Stimulus Funding includes the first item for $184,000 out of the 
$240,000 to develop the Mayor‟s pet project of 30 garden plots for the Community Garden project.  Other 
projects exist as the result of the City Council mandating higher salaries and worker benefits; depleting the 
GWP reserves and using bond issues to free up more money for salaries while the infrastructure decays. 

  

MONDAY MORNING MOTIVATION MEETINGS 

Are you an entrepreneur? Self-employed? Have a home-based business? 

This Monday from 7:00 – 7:45 a.m. start the week off strong. 
Bring your coffee and join others like you to turn the bad news into gold for your business. 

Give yourself an edge; come to 100 North Brand Blvd, 6th Floor Conference Room. 

Just $5. 

90 Minutes of FREE Parking at the Exchange City Garage on Maryland 

For more information: www.fieldworks.net/MondayMorningMotivation.htm 

Or call 818.243.4864 

 
All that is necessary for the triumph of evil is for good women & men to do nothing 

 

If you have issues with the City and fear retaliation, send them to Vanguardians and we‟ll share them with 
the appropriate department assuring your anonymity.  

 

City Council   
 Council 1 -27 Annualized Contact info 

Drayman C B- jdrayman@ci.glendale.ca.us; 

Najarian D B anajarian@ci.glendale.ca.us; 

Quintero C B- fquintero@ci.glendale.ca.us; 

Weaver A D dweaver@ci.glendale.ca.us; 

Yousefian A+ B+ byousefian@ci.glendale.ca.us; 

Vanguard 
Weekly News Vol IV 

Week of February 1, 2009 
City of Glendale, CA Edition 

Uwww.vanguardians.orgUH  

818 745 6770 
“Accountability”  

Glendale‟s Watchdog 

 Candidates – Email 
the responses to the 

questionnaires by Feb. 
2 for inclusion on the 

web site 
  

http://www.cpuc.ca.gov/NR/rdonlyres/51D7DD5B-9902-4C3B-9EB3-B75F56CBB4C2/0/080129_RobocallADAD_FAQ.pdf
http://www.fieldworks.net/MondayMorningMotivation.htm
mailto:jdrayman@ci.glendale.ca.us;
mailto:anajarian@ci.glendale.ca.us;
mailto:fquintero@ci.glendale.ca.us;
mailto:dweaver@ci.glendale.ca.us;
mailto:byousefian@ci.glendale.ca.us;
http://www.vanguardians.org/
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Drayman - for attempting to neutralize Weaver and for being extra animated (rolling eyes and all)  
Najarian - for not disclosing or discussing with his Council peers his traffic plan and power point presentation  
Quintero - for being neutral throughout the meeting and offering very little commentary  
Weaver - for publically outing Najarian on his sudden concern over traffic safety during election time  
Yousefian - for having the stamina to weigh in on the proposed "wish list" and for asking the financially responsible 
questions few would ever ask    

Preemptive Strike! 
 

     Obama‟s proposed stimulus package has caused quite the commotion around the country – and 
the buzz is just as loud in Glendale as it is in the halls of Congress. The City Staff put together a 
$155.8 million dollar wish list of current projects (all at different states of progress) that will be 
submitted to the California legislature (and eventually Washington) to be held in contention for the 
stimulus package money.  
     Obama‟s “American Recovery and Reinvestment Plan” as it‟s called, sets goals for green 
infrastructure, like the “smart electricity grid”, which Obama speculates will create millions of jobs. It 

also focuses on updating schools, getting rural communities connected to the Internet, and helping complete 
transportation and water projects.  
     The council had mixed reactions to the 40-item list drummed up by the City staff– both council members 
Yousefian and Weaver had problems with how the list would be viewed amongst higher-ups in the state and 
Federal government. Council member Weaver‟s concerns specifically regarded the 
unfinished nature of some of the projects – many were not “shovel ready.” Weaver brought 
up the Pacific Park Pool project – claiming it was “shovel ready” to which the staff corrected 
him, saying it wasn‟t ready at that very moment, but it COULD get “shovel ready” if needed, 
to which Weaver scoffed, given that 8 million dollars would be cut from the budget the 
following week. City Manager Jim Starbird tried to cut the confusion, stating he had been 
getting projects ready back in October based on a stimulus rumor going around and that if a 
project like Pacific Pool was not ready, they simply would not submit it. All this seemed 
contradictory at best. 
     Council member Najarian took the opposite approach to the loose list and said that in “casting as wide a net as 
possible” they might have a better chance at getting funding for projects even if they were not preferred. Najarian‟s 
enthusiasm was laced with unintentional irony. He laughed at the idea of LA creating a 60 million dollar elephant 
habitat, yet remained dead serious about important Glendale projects like dog parks, hiking trails, little league 
scoreboards and firehouse renovations. I don‟t think this was what Obama had in mind. 
     Council member Yousefian took a lofty stance in regards to what the list would do to Glendale‟s credibility.  In 
submitting something that lacked modesty, Senator Diane Feinstein, “no dummy,” and the rest of Washington 
would see Glendale as frivolous. Yousefian attacked many of the projects on the list, not just for their content, but 
lack of it. Many failed to have any kind of projected cost, and pointed out that some projects were already receiving 
funding from other places, yet still had a place on the list.  
    When Drayman asked the City‟s Federal Lobbyist, David Turch if these projects would indeed affect their 
credibility, he replied that he didn‟t think so but only because they wouldn‟t be going directly to the federal 
government.  
     Whether or not the staff and parts of council were being flagrant or just fool-hardy about the proposed list, the 
biggest problem in all this is for now, everything is somewhat speculative. Amidst the confusion, it was refreshing to 
see at least one council member showing restraint early on, even if the coming elections were the catalyst.  

Council Reporter    Laurel Miller 
$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$ 

  
 Vanguard is published independently by Vanguardians, Inc. Advocating for Accountability– Our vision is to live in a community where all 
people, regardless of geography, background or economic status, can enjoy accountability, integrity, effectiveness and 
responsiveness from our elected officials and each of the city's departments, through grass roots involvement, engagement and 
advocacy. 
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1  You may agree or disagree with the views below. Feel free to comment on them. 
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From the Publisher… It is with mixed feelings that I share my thoughts on a potential Federal 
bailout for mismanaged municipalities. Glendale is unable to meet the demands of the 
Council to begin the budget process (they canceled the budget study session) but they can 
take off the shelf and dust plans for infrastructure rebuilding quickly to get their application 
in for the handout. The reason those plans have been sitting so long is that the money that 
was to have paid for those needs was spent for salaries, benefits and to shore up the 
pension system.  

 If Glendale is the lucky, star crossed recipient of that money the public would be happy to know that the 
$100K Club will have their salaries and retirement benefits increased. After an almost bloody politically driven 
Council meeting, those sitting on the dais still didn‟t get it even after having it explained by Herbert Molano.  
 This Council has forgotten that they serve the residents of Glendale. That is their responsibility. The 
Mayor is busy coordinating election campaigns to eliminate challenges to his „authority‟. The last Council 
meeting was a display of the political process over the governmental. A meeting that was to have included a 
budget study session was moved to 9:30 Tuesday morning (Feb. 3) instead of in the evening when many more 
Glendalians would be able to see first hand the dilemma that this City Council has placed on us. Was there 
time on the 27

th
 when the Council session ended at 8:30? You bet, even though politicization of the process 

took almost an hour of the Lobbyists‟ (Turch) time. 
 It really is time for our politicians to TRY to be Accountable and Transparent. Our Mayor has encouraged 
more closed sessions since Komar brought a Brown Act Cure and Correct complaint to the City Attorney. 
Drayman went with the concept of maintaining secrecy. 
 Those who closely monitor our elected officials recognize and understand the nuances, the direction of 
certain „beards‟ to actively pursue the „enemies‟ of the politicians.  

## 
People living in the streets and $42M to shelter an elephant; mail delivery to be cut back to five days a week 
because retiree healthcare benefits are so high; increases in taxes, fees and utility rates because our Council 
has been so generous with pensions and payroll; cut services to the newly unemployed, to medicare and 
medical, rather than doing away with State Commissions where commissioners are paid $132,000 a year for 
attending 12 meetings. Those have become government priorities. Salaries, benefits…salaries, benefis. 
Bottomline is that this isn‟t a Republican or Democrat caused problem. It is a, “We the people, those eligible to 
vote, „problem‟.” 
 Vanguardians is a non-profit organization that works towards educating the voter to understand the 
issues and then decide who or what to vote for or against. By law we can neither support nor oppose a 
candidate.  However, we can rate them. That is the purpose of our candidates questionnaires for challengers 
and for incumbents. Some candidates will refuse to respond to the questionnaires and we will report on that. 
The questions are to be posted on our website so you can see who didn‟t „bother‟ to respond. That would give 
you an idea as to how they will bother to respond to you if they should be elected or returned to the dais. 
These are educational tools provided for your use. 

 
The first of many meetings to redistribute the wealth. These negotiating sessions should be open to the public 
so we can see how well the City Management bargains away our money. 
CLOSED SESSION – 1:00 p.m. (To Commence at 1:30 p.m.) [2-3-09] 
Conference with labor negotiators. The Agency designated representatives attending closed session are; James 
Starbird, Robert McFall, Scott Howard, Bob Elliott, Matt Doyle, Harold Scoggins, and Randy Adams. The names of the 
employee organizations are: the Glendale City Employees Association, Glendale Police Officers Association, Glendale 
Firefighters Association, and Glendale Management Association. The unrepresented group is the Executive 

employees.            Barry Allen 
Commentary:  Weaver aims for Najarian at a Bowling Alley 

 

I‟ve never seen David Weaver at a bowling alley, but if his aim is as good as it was Tuesday night, he 
must know how to deliver a strike. At the city council session, this past week he took aim at Najarian 
and every pin went flying.  

Najarian‟s carefully constructed public portrait of a caring and concerned people‟s man with a 
plan to fix the school traffic safety problem rung so hollow it was laughable. Yet it took the city‟s 
curmudgeon to set him straight for all of us. 

This was an event not a week removed after Najarian discounted an insurance company‟s study ranking Glendale 
as the second worst traffic safety city in the nation. Now he was backpedaling with a concoction based on MTA fiction.  

For those who keep track of these things, Najarian was the same councilman who never showed up at a 
community meeting held at Hoover High, with teachers, police and members of the school board to discuss the leading 
causes of traffic/pedestrian danger. This was a meeting held on the aftermath of a young middle school girl killed 
accidentally by a distracted driver. Councilman “nothing” Najarian was naturally a no-show. 

This was the same councilman who sat stone faced as I brought the pedestrian statistics 
before the city council several times per year for the past several years asking for police action 
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and accountability. This time, Weaver let him have it. Nothing like exposing Najarian's caring public figure as just another 
election year gimmick. As we all gagged in disgust, even that display from the council‟s greasy bloviater was too much for 
Weaver.  

I‟ve got to admit it. That was a night when Weaver was right on, even though I am no fan of Weaver. I think his 
father probably hit him once too many times on the head with a meat tenderizer. Now he‟s got the corresponding 
disposition to display it before the entire realm. The man‟s got thick skin and a thick scalp to boot! Nonetheless, right on 
Weaver! 

The next time Weaver goes bowling he should take Najarian‟s head instead. It has as much reasoning ability as a 
bowling ball, spins out of control, and has about as much real hair.      Herbert Molano    

 

 
Hey Lenders, Cram This .............. 

  
Attention all financially hurt and distressed homeowners: Boy do I have some good news for you this 
week! A House committee voted to pass a measure that would allow bankruptcy judges to alter the terms 
of mortgages on primary residences. Known as a "CRAM DOWN," a bankruptcy judge may be allowed to 
reduce your principal mortgage balance and monthly mortgage amount if this proposed legislation gets 
the final stamp of approval. Although we are not licensed attorneys, we are in the business of foreclosure 
prevention, so I thought we'd pass this one along. Contact our office or a bankruptcy attorney for more 
information. Remember, this is all very new and fresh information as the House passed this Bill on 

January 27, 2008. It's now slated for Congressional approval. Hmmm, funny how this wasn't headlined on newspapers or 
blasted all over CNN news. In my opinion, this is a move in the right direction since lenders today are not only blind but 
also deaf. It is clearly apparent that lenders are not qualified to fix a disaster they created. So, why not hand it off to a 
capable unbiased judge that will? Nothing like having a neutral, third party judge that can see right past all the schemes of 
the banks and false hopes the banks continue to offer distressed homeowners. Leave it to the lender's of today that force 
a false set of requirements that distressed homeowners must "qualify" for (i.e. Loan Modifications) but then carry an 
entirely different set of rules and standards for themselves (i.e. Private Lear Jet Clubs and Million Dollar office remodels) 
while half our country goes broke. They must have learned this technique from the State of California where tax payers 
must pay their tax bill but, heaven forbid if the state owes you money, they'll just hand you an I.O.U. 
  

Wall Street Sucks As Well .................. 
  
Wall Street is no better. A report dated January 29, 2008, exposed the truth about the "shameful" executives that work 
on Wall Street. It was discovered that while Americans take a financial bath and get cleaned out of their house and home, 
Wall Street Execs took home an EXTRA 18 BILLION Dollars in Bonuses during 2008. President Barack Obama says it is 
irresponsible and shameful for Wall Street bankers to be paid huge bonuses at a time when the American public is dealing 
with economic hardship. President Obama continued, "That is the height of irresponsibility. It is shameful."      
  

My Heart Breaks .............. 
  
Lastly, I have some very sad and depressing news to report. My heart is broken. Citibank was denied 
possession of their recently ordered Falcon 7X Jet. The purchase was consummated in 2005 
and reflected a price tag of $50 million dollars. How can life for Citibank Execs continue? I extend my 
deepest, heartfelt condolences. Maybe they can skimp by with the remaining FIVE jets they currently 
own. Nevertheless, Citibank is crying over its "lost deposit" but fails to remind the public that they can 
recover the deposit when the jet is re-sold. Don't worry, maybe Bank of America can pick up the pieces 
and add this 50 million dollar Falcon to their existing fleet. Why not? It makes pure sense. Might as well use the 
government bailout for something rather than squatting on it.     Christian Arbid 
          

The writer is a Glendale Resident, Real Estate Broker and Loss Mitigator. www.ThisMarketSucks.com 
818.232.7899 Questions Relating to Foreclosures, Short Sales, Saving Your Home, Loan Modifications.....Email 
Christian at christianarbid@gmail.com and your question will be answered in the next edition of Vanguard. 
 

 The only way to make sure people you agree with can speak is to support the rights of people you don't agree with.  ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON  

 

TAKE ACTION – GET INVOLVED – BE INFORMED – SHARE VANGUARD – VOLUNTEER 

 
Moral cowardice that keeps us from speaking our minds is as dangerous to this country as irresponsible talk. The right way is not always the 
popular and easy way. Standing for right when it is unpopular is a true test of moral character.    Margaret Chase Smith 

http://www.thismarketsucks.com/
mailto:christianarbid@gmail.com
http://www.wisdomquotes.com/002618.html
http://www.wisdomquotes.com/002119.html
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2 Potpourri   ED – Letters published do not necessarily express the opinion of Vanguardians, this publication, the organization or Barry Allen. 

Names are used only when requested. Initials are used as there are people, believe it or not, who are concerned with retaliation or have issues before a 
legislative body. Letters will be published that are signed and are not hate oriented. 
 

We get mail: Just a thought -------- When the knives are out on your case, just think, someone else 

is getting a rest.  WC 
 

Oh my word, so Mr. Weaver feels Mr. Najarian was engaging in some election year theatrics in 

presenting his Six Point Traffic Plan (CC 1/27).  Well, maybe he was doing just that, but no matter the catalyst, it is about 
time someone stepped up with some ideas. 

That being said, I think a very significant element is missing from much of the banter about traffic safety and I still 
did not hear it addressed in Mr. Najarian's plan.  How about the issue of just having enough policemen to enforce the 
laws?   

I was told the other day that Glendale invests 20% less in its police force per capita than Burbank and almost 60% 
less than Pasadena.  Why is that?  At a recent community meeting city officials even said themselves that they wished 
they had more traffic cops on the streets.  Well, how about they just do it?  The council controls the spending, simply take 
from Peter and give Paul the resources necessary.  Something has to give somewhere and our safety has to be top 
priority.  Or does it?  I wonder. 

My kids walk to school.  The same school campus at which a little girl lost her life crossing the road as her mother 
looked on.  I am a hard working professional and mother of two and it makes me sick to think the safety of my kids is 
eroding in this community.  Why was that policeman taken off that school campus?  If that police car and officer had been 
there, would that tragedy have occurred?  We will never know.  It is hard to believe this city slashes policemen and 
firemen and God knows what else that affects us all from their budgets and no one bats an eye.  Wake up Glendale! 

The new budget is coming and I can't wait to see what they cut next.  My employer is based here because it was 
a safe community.  We moved our family here for the same reasons.  Perhaps it is time for people and businesses to 
rethink just what safety is and whether or not this city actually intends to focus on it any longer.  Seems they would rather 
invest millions on the next major mall or some other pet project instead. HR 
 

Utility Users Tax:  Vanguardians turned in our argument against the ballot measure for a 

telecommunications utility users tax, Here is the process we used: A first effort was drawn up and 
circulated to about 40 interested people in Glendale, many of whom expressed their interest in being a 
part of this important public participation process. Worth noting is that not one of the prolific, negative 
letter writers wanted to participate in the process. Each comment was read and considered, and then 
we added a second, third and a fourth iteration. That was the main ingredient for the one finally 
chosen by the people and the one that was signed off and provided to the City Elections Official on 

Friday, January 30
th
. Each week we will reproduce the runners-up. They will all be available on the www.vanguardians.org 

website. We wish to thank all those who participated in this civic / governmental process, 
 
All three of your proposals are well written, but to me the choice is between option 2, and option 3.  It is a matter of 
whether you think the folks will pay more attention to numbers, or to forceful language.  These times make most of us look 
at “pocketbook” issues, and this looks like a self-serving, pseudo bailout to cover the costs of government 
mismanagement. 
     I recall one of those rare occasions when Frank Quintero was apparently telling the truth, and he mentioned several 
unlisted city accounts that had well over half a million dollars in them. The Treasurer, Ron Borucki, did a bit of a “tap 
dance” on this, but did not deny the accuracy of the statement.  We do not need this tax. I will support you, editorially, on 
whatever choice you make. CJ 
 
You can cast your „vote‟ on the UUT in the Vanguardians poll located on the Vanguardians Home page. The tally 
is available for everyone to see. 
 

So far, 83.3% are opposed to the UUT; 16.7% are undecided and 0% is for the tax 
 

Arguments against the Utility Users Tax that didn‟t make the cut:   Runner up   
The City of Glendale wants you to vote affirmatively on a measure that will increase your taxes because it is a tax 
imposed on previously untaxed telecommunication services, devices you use now and those you will use in the future. 
The proponents of the tax say if you don‟t vote affirmatively it will affect public safety, parks and streets. That just isn‟t 
true! The money goes into the General Fund so the Council can approve salary and benefit increases. It will not reduce 
public safety without City Council direction. 

City Officials said if you vote affirmatively the tax rate will be 6.5% if you vote „NO‟ it will stay 7%. 
Here is what they didn‟t say:  

http://www.vanguardians.org/
http://www.vanguardians.org/
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¶ The existing tax at 7% taxes only a portion of telephone usage while the 6.5% tax will tax many additional uses 
previously untaxed to bring in more of your money. Their figures show $319,000 more in telephone tax 

¶ There are 3 class action suits that would do away with 75% or more of the existing tax base and would result in 
refunds that would go back to the user‟s wallets.  

¶ A „yes‟ vote would make it extremely difficult to challenge a bad law because it requires future class action suits to 
identify each member of the class which negates the status of „class‟.  

¶ They need more money for salary and benefit increases. 
We urge you to maintain the status quo by a NO vote on the ballot proposition.  

We and our families face the recession: loss of jobs, foreclosures, higher food prices, declining home values, and 
higher utility rates. Let's help Glendale by voting NO!  
 
Elections Code Section 9280 indicates that there is a possible conflict if the City Attorney drafts the impartial statement if 
his salary is paid by the funds raised through the ballot measure. The CA didn‟t mention that when the Council agreed to 
have him or his office drafts the impartial statement. 
 
City has Mayor, City Manager. Fire and Police Chief sign the Argument in support of the UUT-Telecom Tax Increase 

 

We get calls: What did you think about Sharon Weisman‟s latest attack? [ED – Not a lot. Just 

more meaningless white noise.]   
 

I received a call from a Robot caller that wanted to know who I would vote for. I am contacting 
AT&T to find out who or what organization paid for it.  
 

Did you watch Larry Zarian where he had a Palestinian expert on who blamed the Israeli‟s, Jews, American 
Presidents and AIPAC for the plight of the Gazans? [ED – I did. It was a shame to watch once again as Zarian had 
an emotional argument for which he presented only one side. Also the topic had nothing to do with Glendale. 
Several callers wanted to know if Zarian was attempting to bring race and religion into the Glendale election to 
support his hand chosen candidate.] 
 

Man on the Street: (MOS) I thought Mayor Drayman was not going to introduce politics into this 

election cycle. What I saw at a poorly attended fund raiser for Ms Friedman was the Mayor promoting 
her because he would like her to be on HIS City Council. Then watching last night when Weaver went 
bonkers, Najarian wanted to placate firefighters union, Starbird patting Najarian on the head saying 
you are a good boy…let the pro‟s takeover now, Drayman trying to get lobbyist Turch to slam 
Yousefian and when he didn‟t Drayman told him to sit down and Quintero saying it shouldn‟t cost 

$74,000 to tear down some cabinets. Wait until he finds out that was a GFD priority. [ED – In addition to the MOS, 
the question arises in our collective thoughts is that Najarian, a $35,000 a year CCM showed up millions of 
dollars of staff from Public Works and the Police Department in just 1 week. Or did staff do the research so 
Najarian could make it look like his own. If it was solely Najarian then we can hire a few more $35,000 a year 
CCMs and let them do the work and cut about $3M out of the payroll.] 
  

We get and answer questions:  Who was the Council member that said accountability and 

transparency were just cute words? [ED – Can you imagine…now that his former Oxy school mate „Barry‟ 
Obama… or President Obama has made Transparency and Accountability key tenets of his 
Administration…CCM Ara Najarian may regret having uttered those words. No Presidential Judgeship 
appointments for him.] 

 
According to Ruth Sowby of the GNP City Manager Jim Starbird spoke at the Civic League saying that the city eliminated 
41 “general fund” positions and seven police officers in order to “weather the economic storm.” Is that true? [ED The City 
did eliminate 41 positions unfilled positions that were just a place to store money for other purposes. No existing  General 
Fund employees were eliminated. The list will be posted on the Vanguardians website. For instance, the Fire Department 
eliminated three positions and then hired 13 more firefighters and elevated two more battalion chiefs.] 
 

Is it true that Najarian wants to be a Judge and Quintero a Commissioner on a State Board at $132,000 a year? [ED – We 
have heard that as well. Suggest you attend a Council meeting or candidate forum and ask.] 
 

Suggested Articles: Keep up to date with Hanley Woods for housing market Intel.  
 
Electricity rates – compare your bill to average California users‟ cost of 14.37¢ a kWh. A resident with a 
2 bedroom apt is paying 18¢ per kWh in Glendale, almost 30% more than the average. 
 
Draft of Economic Recovery Plan Released by House Democrats Includes Over $5B for 

http://www.hwmarketintelligence.com/
http://www.eia.doe.gov/cneaf/electricity/epm/table5_6_b.html
http://www.multihousingnews.com/multihousing/content_display/news/e3iecbc44179b8d6b31c9e09c7c52ac5b04
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Improvement of Affordable Housing a  $ 2 . 5  b i l l i o n  i n v e s t m e n t  i n  a f f o r d a b l e  h o u s i n g  w o u l d  p r o v i d e  $ 2 5  

b i l l i o n  i n  e c o n o m i c  b e n e f i t s  t o  t h e  s u r r o u n d i n g  c o m m u n i t y .  A c c o r d i n g  t o  a  r e c e n t  O r e g o n  H o u s i n g  
F i n a n c e  A g e n c y  s t u d y ,  f o r  e v e r y  $ 1  i n v e s t e d  i n  a f f o r d a b l e  h o u s i n g ,  a n  a d d i t i o n a l  $ 1 0 - $ 1 5  o f  
e c o n o m i c  b e n e f i t  w a s  g e n e r a t e d  t o  t h e  s u r r o u n d i n g  c o m m u n i t i e s  
 
LINKS Click here for Vanguard Archives by Hal Weber-- Open Government Guide   www.vanguardians.org      

Global Incident Map updated every 5 minutes    ZIPskinny - Get the Skinny on that ZIP  Vanguard in the Daily News   
The Glendale California 100K Club  Vanguard Weekly News Archive  
"Glendale Mayor Drayman and his acolytes" by Vanguardians   
 

Click to view the agenda   City Council    Housing Authority   Redevelopment Agency  
Monday, February 2 

Glendale Water & Power Commission – 4:00 pm, City Council Chambers, City Hall, 613 E. Broadway, Glendale.  548-2107 
 

Tuesday, February 3 
9:30 am Special Meeting – Budget Study – City Council Chambers, City Hall,  613 E. Broadway, Glendale.  548-4844 

2:30 pm  Glendale Housing Authority - Glendale Redevelopment Agency   City Council Chambers, 
6:00 pm  Glendale City Council -- City Council Chambers, City Hall, 613 E. Broadway, Glendale.  548-4844 
 
Wednesday, February 4 

Zoning Administrator's Hearing -- 9:30 am, Municipal Services Building, Room 105, 633 E. Broadway, Glendale.  548-2140 
Parks, Recreation & Community Services – 3:00 pm, City Council Chambers, City Hall, 613 E. Broadway, Glendale.  548-2000 
 
Thursday, February 5 

Committee for a Clean & Beautiful Glendale – 8:15 am, Perkins Community Room, 141 N. Glendale Ave., Glendale.  548-2060 
Design Review Board #1 – 5:00 pm, Room 105, Municipal Services Building, 633 E. Broadway, Glendale.  548-2140 

3  Public Information 

We requested the $100K Club for 2008…where o where is the list? 
 The payroll year end closes on February 2

nd
.  We anticipate the information being available during the week of 

February 9
th
.  

 

AG says voter OK needed for cities‟ “cash out” refinancings of government bonds 

Local governments and school districts, with voter approval, sell bonds to finance new buildings and other capital projects. 
If interest rates decline after the bonds are sold, governments often sell new “refunding” bonds to retire the original bonds-
-like refinancing a home mortgage.  But suppose governments, when refunding, take “cash out” of the transaction by 
issuing more new debt than is needed to pay off the old debt? Does that practice, which is widespread in California, 
violate the requirement of voter approval for bonds? In an important legal opinion, the Attorney General yesterday 
answered “YES.”   Zusha Elinson, the Recorder 

 4 Vanguardians  
Wanted: Working notebook computer loaded with XP operating system 
 

Get breaking Glendale News by signing up for an RSS feed at www.vanguardians.org 
 

Barry Allen is available to speak to your group to explain the Utility Users Tax. Vanguardians isn‟t being provided with 
$40,000 of taxpayer money to promote its side of the issue. This is an opportunity for you to vote to keep your money in 
your wallet or purse! 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

VANGUARDIANS needs your financial support in 
these recessionary times. 

 
Please make checks payable to “VANGUARDIANS”  

Mail to:  POB 11202 Glendale, CA 91226 
 Contributions are tax deductible – You will receive a receipt for income tax purposes 

You may also donate online at www.vanguardians.net  
 

 

 

http://www.opengovernmentinglendalecalifornia.org/
http://www.rcfp.org/ogg/index.php?op=browse&state=CA
http://www.vanguardians.org/
http://www.globalincidentmap.com/home.php
http://zipskinny.com/
http://www.insidesocal.com/east/politics/
http://www.opengovernmentinglendalecalifornia.org/The%20Glendale%20California%20100K%20Club.htm
http://www.opengovernmentinglendalecalifornia.org/Archive%20of%20Recent%20Vanguard%20Newsletters.htm
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zBK5g2HbsHI
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zBK5g2HbsHI
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zBK5g2HbsHI
http://www.ci.glendale.ca.us/agenda.asp?OrganizationID=4
http://www.ci.glendale.ca.us/agenda.asp?OrganizationID=37
http://www.ci.glendale.ca.us/agenda.asp?OrganizationID=176
http://www.cfac.org/content/index.php/weblog/ag_says_voter_ok_needed_for_cities_to_take_cash_out_of_muni_bond_refinancin/
http://www.vanguardians.org/
http://www.vanguardians.net/
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info@vanguardians.org to subscribe to the Weekly News on issues that impact Glendale. The media with a voice; the organization that gets 
results you want; we encourage and support advocacy, involvement and engagement with government.© 2008 Vanguard is 
intended for personal use by recipient and forwarding without change to recipient‟s personal email list. Vanguardians is a 501C3 charitable 
non-profit corporation Contributions are tax deductible. Vanguardians does not use commercial fundraisers. To ensure you receive Vanguard, 
please add our email addresses info@vanguardians.org, and ba@fieldworks.net - to your address book or Internet Service Provider safe list. Annual 
subscription for email $50, by US Mail $75, Newsstand $2 per issue Copyrighted materials used with permission.  

5 the Insider is a digest of information from city employees that care about the way the City is run. As they are 

concerned about retaliation, their identities are secret. Vanguard provides them the opportunity to have this forum. The comments are 
their own.   

Looks like the City is continuing to try to hide information. The latest Civil Service action is to forbid 
employees from having open disciplinary hearings to expose the failures of management. 
 

People are questioning Najarian‟s traffic plan. If he did all this on his own he showed very little faith in staff‟s ability to 
look for outside sources. More likely, he worked with Jano, the head of the traffic section, to come up with a plan to look 
good for the election. Since Jano is the GMA president and it is a contract year, it is just a little back room trade. Jano 

does most of the negotiations by himself, including meet and confer on the proposed Civil Service changes. There have been no staff 
meetings called to discuss Najarian‟s proposal, which reinforces the idea that staff was in on it before he went public. They were good 
ideas, so staff should be following up if they were new ideas.  

Contract negotiations will evolve into employee associations agreeing to defer some compensation so Council incumbents 
will look good.  
 

It‟s great to see that Mr. Molano is standing up to the Civil Service Commission. Not that the Commissioners were listening since in 
their minds they keep praising themselves as the protectors of the citizens and the employees, but the truth is that they all are just 
promoters of themselves for political gain. The biggest violator is Mr. Gantus, who felt the need to try to defend himself against the 
comments of Mr. Molano, cause he likes to hear himself speak. The fact that Mr. Molano spoke up on the night that the Commission 
was looking to adopt rules to the Civil Service regulations to make all of the Commissions‟ disciplinary hearings and findings a complete 
secret, even when the employee wants an open hearing to protect themselves. The proposed rules even include the ability to discipline 
any employee that would publicly talk about the Commission‟s actions. This is the precise reason that your contributors to the Insider 
can't risk releasing their names. Next time Mr. Gantus speaks up, ask him if he has ever included testimony of people that didn't 
actually testify at his hearings just so he could show management he has their back. Knowing that he was willing to do that in an open 
hearing, imagine what he comes up with in closed hearings.  
 

As is the case weekly, the gap between management and employees is growing greater and greater. The fact that the managers are 
blind to it and keep telling each other that nothing is wrong is truly amazing. Really successful companies are those that build a bridge 
between all employees, not build a wall. Glendale's wall is so tall that the managers can't even see the employees anymore and it been 
there so long that the managers have gotten used to looking at it as opposed to the employees. However, even more amazing than 
management blindness, is that fact that the majority of the front line staff still are professional enough to provide excellent customer 
service to the public, even though they are completely unrecognized by management.  But don't worry, when the public notices these 
employees, the politicians and managers will be the first to take credit for it.  

6 Humor 

 
 

 
 

mailto:info@vanguardians.org
mailto:Vanguard1@charter.net
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7 The Election Process:   12 City Council candidates –  

Not all have been certified by Elections Official 
 

Name Phone Email Major Issue 

Friedman, Laura 818-281-6942 Laura@votelaurafriedman.com 

 
Economic 

Development 

Gharpetian, Vartan    

Kazazian, Aram 818-484-7342 vote@aramforglendale.com    

Keuroghelian,Chahe    

Lafian, Edward     

Najarian, Ara James    

Philpott, Bruce 818-956-3321 brcphilpott1@aol.com Finance, Budget 
Fiscal 

accountability 

Quintero, Frank    

Solis, Lenore 323-669-0892 LenoreSolis@gmail.com  

Stepanian, Aramazd    

Teahan, Michael    

Yousefian, Bob 818-262-9309 bhyousefian@yahoo.com  

 
 A PAC (Independent Expenditure Committee) has been formed to support one and oppose two candidates. 
There are no limitations on the contributions that can be made on behalf of a candidate 

8 Jump 

 
SAMPLE THE WARES AT OUR LOVE…YOURSELF BAZAAR 

 
Aneka Design – Unique Handcrafted Jewelry & Glass Art 
Arbonne – Pure Swiss Skin Care 
Aromatherapy Eye Pillows by Karen 
Barbara Schiffman – Life Balance Coach 
Beauti Control – Home Spa Products 
Bee Gorgeous - Organic Skin Care 
Bell Photography – Capture the beautiful you 
Edara Dancing – Bellydance items, handmade crafts 
Feng Shui by Kartar Diamond 
Janet Montgomery Hypnotherapist 

Klean Bath & Body – Soothing Home Spa Products 
Liota‟s Traveling Massage – Grab 10 minutes of  aaah! 
Little Green Birdy – “Green” Items 
Metamorphosis:  Transforming Space/Events – Henna Tattoos 
Safoa‟s Fare – Tantalize Your Taste Buds with Gourmet Food 
Smith Barney – Carol Wilshire, CFP – All Things Financial 
Soul Notes – Affirmation Jewelry Vessels 
Violet Berkenkamp – Wellness Practitioner – Jin Shin Jyutsu 
 

Fitness Challenge 

 
All candidates have been 
sent the questionnaires 
that will be used in the 
rating process. If a 
candidate does not return 
or complete the 
questionnaire the public 
will be able to see it for 
themselves. Responses 
will be found at 
www.vanguardians.org 
following the due date of 
February 2, 2009 

 

mailto:Laura@votelaurafriedman.com
mailto:vote@aramforglendale.com
mailto:brcphilpott1@aol.com
mailto:LenoreSolis@gmail.com
mailto:bhyousefian@yahoo.com
http://www.vanguardians.org/
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Make good on those resolutions to have a healthy year!  Join the 5050Leadership Fitness Challenge.  You‟ll have a 
chance to win a Total Woman Gift Pass and Fitness In A Box and you can sign up for an individualized tour of Whole 
Foods to help you meet the challenge. 

Prizes You Can Win 
Beauti Control Gift Basket 
Four Seasons Hotel, Westlake Village Spa – Massage 
Geffen Theater Passes   
Kitchen Organizer Set 
Leigh Adams Glass Jewelry 
Membership in 5050Leadership  

Oasis Nail Spa Gift Certificate  
Pacific Theaters Movie Passes 
Signed Copy of “Beauty Bites Beast” by Ellen Snortland 
Trader Joe‟s Gift Baskets 
Yoga Lessons at Yoga At The Village 

 
Clothing Drive 

The non-profit, Urban Possibilities will be collecting your gently used professional clothes (sorry, no casual clothes) 
for homeless women who are putting their lives back together, so go through your closets and bring those pants and 
shirts and suits that are just taking up space. 

 
########################################## 

Questions for incumbents 
 
Why are you running for re-election?   
In the term being completed, what were your accomplishments?  
What issues have you championed during the term being completed? 
If re-elected what issues will you champion? 
What are the 3 main issues facing Glendale Government? 
How will you deal with those issues? 
What would you change on the Downtown Specific Plan? 
Your thoughts on the Mobility Plan implementation? 
How will you deal with the deficit? 
Contract negotiations are coming up for the GFFA and GMA what would be your hot issues? 
Do you support the City Manager? Why?    
What is your position on the Ballot Proposition for a Utility Users Tax? Why? 
What have you done to have a more transparent and open government and council? 
What have you done to have fewer closed sessions? 
How have you worked to reduce expenditures? 
Would you require public safety personnel and managers to live in the City or within five miles of the city? Why or 
why not? 
What has happened to the projects at Brand & Wilson, Wilson and Central, Central and 134, Wilson and Orange? 
Why does it take so long for Glendale to move development along? 
 
 
Questions for challengers 
 
Why are you running for Council?   
What unique qualities do you bring?  
Who would you like to replace? Why?  
What are the 3 main issues facing Glendale Government? 
How will you deal with those issues? 
Your thoughts on the Downtown Specific Plan? 
Your thoughts on the Mobility Plan? 
 How will you deal with the deficit? 
 Contract negotiations are coming up for the GFFA and GMA what would be your hot issues? 
What Boards and Commissions have you testified? Issues? Results? 
Do you support the City Manager? Why?    
What is your position on the Ballot Proposition  for a Utility Users Tax? Why? 
 


