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Budget Study Session Cancelled  

The four stages of Vanguardians “First they ignore you, then they laugh at you, then they fight you, then you win.” 
Mahatma Gandhi describing the stages of establishment resistance to a winning strategy of nonviolent advocacy 

  

 
Meter Madness -- Not everyone‟s happy with the new two-hour parking cap on Glendale‟s 
busy Brand Boulevard By Carl Kozlowski 01/15/2009 
 
City Council to agendize the LUNA Theater request for operational funds. The head of Luna 
is Aramazd Stepanian who is now a candidate for City Council. The question for the City 

Attorney is whether this issue should be put off until after the April Council election in fairness to all the 
parties. 
 
LA Mayor Villaraigosa acknowledged wasteful practices. "The city's entire fleet and fuel management policy is in 
need of a top-to-bottom overhaul," he said. "The use of city vehicles by department and elected-official staff is, in 
most cases, a convenience, not a necessity. And in this time of fiscal crisis, it is a convenience we simply cannot 
afford to maintain under current practice."  [ED - Vanguard has pointed out that Glendale has no control over car 
usage. Unfortunately it has fallen on deaf ears. Cars should not be given as perks but for necessity. All take home 
vehicles should have the City logo emblazoned on each side. Mileage logs should be required. When a City can 
give cars for perks maybe they arenôt as fiscally challenged as they lead us to believe.] 
 
The City is facing shortfalls on sales tax revenue, IOUs from the State and salary increase pressure from the 
employee unions and they cancel the budget study session scheduled for January 27

th
. It appears that 

Management is having serial meetings with Council members. Apparently they donôt want the public to hear the 
truth. Where is the open transparent government? We should expect a CCM to come clean publicly on Tuesday. 
 
City Council meeting room taken over by jewelry display. Council may be seeking ways to cover the financial 
doldrums by selling jewelry to those that can afford to purchase the merchandise.  
 

SAVING GREEN WITH JEFF 
 

Like many consumersô pocketbooks, my wallet has found some needed relief by leaving the retail 
arena to join the realm of online shoppers.  While this does not bode well for actual brick and mortar 
stores (see Circuit City, Linens and Things, Steve and Barryôs, etc) and may only add to our current 
recession, it opens up an entire network of places from which to buy, and opens up the door for 
current retailers to change their business models.  Not only are prices typically lower on the 
Internet, there are websites where buyers can collaborate to find the best deals, the most shopping 
perks and even free cash back on your purchases. 

To find the best deals, I use www.FatWallet.com   FatWallet is a bargain hunting website that centers on a 
set of forums that allow users to publish deals and rebate offers on a broad range of products and services.  There 
is no cost to join. 

Whenever I decide to buy something online, I always logon to FatWallet, first, to check if the website Iôm 
buying from participates in the Cash Back program or offers a discount code (they usually do.)  I then click on the 
link and purchase my item. The merchant reports my sale back to FatWallet, where a deposit will be made into my 
account.   

A FatWallet Example: Recently my wife and I were brainstorming ideas on where to eat dinner.  I went to 
FatWallet, quickly found restaurants.com under the Cash Back section, and started my search.  Not only was 
FatWallet offering 20% Cash Back on my entire purchase, the website gave me an 80% off coupon-code for 
www.restaurant.com  (another huge money-saving site.)   
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The Math: I searched the restaurant.com website and found a couple of local eateries; one was our 
favorite local pizza place, offering a 50% off-the-entire-bill coupon for $3.  Because of my 80% coupon code, this 
came to $1.70.  The 20% FatWallet Cash applied to the original $3 amount, bringing my coupon final cost to $1.25. 

After buying a couple of large pizzas (one to eat later, of course,) breadsticks and some drinks to wash 
everything down, our bill came to a little over $30.  After I presented my restaurants.com coupon, my bill dropped to  
$15.  So, for only $1.25, I saved $15.   

In addition to its Cash Back feature, Iôve found FatWalletôs forums to be very useful, and have helped me 
save (and make) a lot of money.  The regular topics include Hot Deals, Finance, Travel Deals, and a Forum for 
Free Stuff.  Jeff Green 
 

M ONDAY M ORNING M OTIVATION M EETINGS 

Are you an entrepreneur? Self -employed? Have a home -based business? 

This Monday from 7:00 ð 7:45 a.m. start the week off strong.  
Bring your coffee and join others like you to turn the bad news into gold for your business.  

Give yourself an edge, come to  

100 North Brand Blvd, 6 th Floor Conference Room.  

Just $5. 

90 Minutes of FREE Parking at the Exchange City Gara ge on Maryland  

For more information: www.fieldworks.net/MondayMorningMotivation.htm  

or call 818.243.4864 

 
All that is necessary for the triumph of evil is for good women & men to do nothing 

 

A once in a lifetime offer from Vanguardians – Vanguard will be sent to over 50,000 
Glendalians…Your web site link or message included.  

Call Barry Allen 818 745 6770. 

 
If you have issues with the City and fear retaliation, send them to Vanguardians and we‟ll share them with 
the appropriate department assuring your anonymity.  

 
City Council   

 Council 1 -20 Annualized Contact info 

Drayman C-  B- jdrayman@ci.glendale.ca.us; 

Najarian B+  B anajarian@ci.glendale.ca.us; 

Quintero C-  B- fquintero@ci.glendale.ca.us; 

Weaver A/F  D dweaver@ci.glendale.ca.us; 

Yousefian A  B+ byousefian@ci.glendale.ca.us; 

  
Drayman - for getting a bit carried away and overly defensive while explaining his reasoning on pushing back Oral 
Communications 
Najarian - for his fun attire and personal stories of President "Barry" Obama 
Quintero - for not contributing to the meeting. The C- rating is based on being relatively non-responsive the entire 
evening. 
Weaver - for pointing out the fact that within a few hours time, a new president takes over as commander in 
chief while the former president quickly disappeared into thin air. The A rating is for allowing us to fantasize those 
very same thoughts but dreaming of vanishing council members instead. 
Yousefian - for being instrumental in pushing back plans on a 4 million dollar park renovation 
  
[ED- another Council rater rated Weaver an F for his failure to comprehend the óChangeô and the transformation 
from helplessness to hope created by President Obama. 
 

#### 
  

                                             Real Change? 
          Maybe it was the fact that this past Tuesdayôs meeting fell on the day of Barack Obamaôs 
inauguration; Maybe itôs the unusual amount of anxiety hanging over peopleôs heads, manifested in 
the daily use of political, economic and environmental terminology, but something has awoken 
people, and suddenly, it seems like both public and elected official alike are eager to be a part of this 

http://www.fieldworks.net/MondayMorningMotivation.htm
mailto:jdrayman@ci.glendale.ca.us;
mailto:anajarian@ci.glendale.ca.us;
mailto:fquintero@ci.glendale.ca.us;
mailto:dweaver@ci.glendale.ca.us;
mailto:byousefian@ci.glendale.ca.us;
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nationôs next chapter. 
              When you venture to the official site of our executive branch of government, www.whitehouse.gov, you will 
notice an entirely changed website façade. Look a little closer and the details of the Obama plan are in plain view. 
The old interface of the Bush administration was clunky and looked more like news feed than a site devoted to 
informing the public. The important aspect of the revamped site is that it enacts one of Obamaôs main action items: 
honesty and openness in government. Everything is laid out for the public to see, and if there is something they 
donôt like or understand, in the same header as ñThe Administrationò or ñThe Agendaò tab, is the ñContact Usò tab. 
And though this may only be symbolic, like economics in our capitalistic system, a lot of it is purely mental. 
          Both public and council seem to be picking up on the fact that this new and different (so far) administration is 
calling upon the individual to help maintain integrity in both the smallest and biggest of governing organizations. 
True, as Mayor Drayman pointed out, the same people continue to attend the meetings, voice their concerns on 
both the agenda items and in oral communications, but they are growing in numbers.  
          This week saw many passionate speakers who tackled a bevy of community-significant issues: Saving the 
Luna Playhouse and the establishment of a Glendale art committee, (which is not unlike the Art Secretary or Art 
Czar position proposed to the new president); the housing foreclosure crisis, the misappropriation of money, First 
Amendment Rights issues, the efficiency of the city council meetings and their organization; local business versus 
mega malls and finally, the need for green infrastructure. All these issues are being echoed in Washington as well.    
          Perhaps there is an assumption that because local government is smaller in budget, stature, and size in the 
grand scheme of governments, it is less important. But what seems to be happening more and more is that citizens 
are becoming empowered and are working from the top down ï from the White House lawn to their own backyards. 
Many citizens who might never have been engaged in local or federal politics are encouraged AND rewarded for 
their participation ï and by the very man who has everything to lose. What was learned November 4th and then 
reaffirmed January 20th was that if people were willing to get interested in politics so far as to vote, they would not 
only be able to influence an election, but what that elected official would make a priority ï and thatôs the power of 
one. It sounds simplistic ï after all thatôs what we were taught in school, but at least half the country has felt 
uninvited to engage with their government since (at least) 2000. 
          Though the latest meeting was at times rocky, it seemed the council was inspired and listening ï either in 
attempts to imitate its cooler, older brother, or because elections are right around the corner. Either way, it will be 
interesting to see change not just come to Main Street, but spring from it as well.  
           Council Reporter    Laurel Miller 

 
$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$ 

 
LA City Fire reports that they opened a new fire station at a cost of $13M. This station 
has sleeping facilities for 18 and 6 apparatus bays. Not too long ago Glendale 
proposed to renovate 2 fire stations at a cost of $41,000,000 according to Capital 
Improvement budget presentations. Those stations would have had sleeping quarters 
for 10 and ½ the number of bays. Why does everything cost more in Glendale? Read 
about the LAFD station here. 
 

 Vanguard is published independently by Vanguardians, Inc. Advocating for Accountabilityï Our vision is to live in a community where all 
people, regardless of geography, background or economic status, can enjoy accountability, integrity, effectiveness and 
responsiveness from our elected officials and each of the city's departments, through grass roots involvement, engagement and 
advocacy. 
 

CONTENTS: 
1) Commentary 

2) Potpourri  

3) Public Records  

4) Vanguardians  

 

5) The Insider 

6) Humor 

7) Candidates 
8) Jump 

 

 

1  You may agree or disagree with the views below. Feel free to comment on them. 

From the Publisher…  
GLENDALE BALLOT PROPOSITION FOR TELECOMMUNICATIONS UTILITY USERS TAX 
 
This is really an exciting and engaging challenge to write 300 words so you the voter will have a 
counterbalance to a City financed campaign to take more – not – less money from your 
pocketbook. The Mayor and a Council member are going to work hard to scare you into 

believing this tax will keep public safety, repair the roads and maintain the parks. If that were true then the 
vote would require a 2/3 majority to win instead of a simple majority. That‟s the truth. You can read it for 
yourself in Proposition 218. In fact the City may well be concerned because the last time they tweaked and 

http://www.whitehouse.gov/
http://www.dailynews.com/breakingnews/ci_11475363
http://www.dailynews.com/breakingnews/ci_11475363
http://www.dailynews.com/breakingnews/ci_11475363
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tampered with this portion of the UUT was in 2006. They may well be worried that a local lawsuit on that issue 
could force the City to disgorge ill-gotten financial gains. Several Council members who are running for re-
election may be a bit concerned because they have pushed for more and more financial resources to be given 
to public safety employees and the growing cadre of managers.  In fact one of those council members 
vigorously questioned me as to Vanguardians‟  motives in requesting the opportunity to write the opposition. 
The other council member/candidate wasn‟t there to chime in last Tuesday. 
 It is an exciting opportunity because we have engaged many members of the community to read the 
materials, provide input including wordsmithing while critiqueing drafts of the materials. We have yet to be 
told whose signatures will be on the City‟s ballot statement and we are waiting for numbers from the finance 
department. There is a critical deadline that is fast upon us…Friday January 30

th
. Presumably the City will 

show me theirs at the same time we show them ours as without rebuttal statements the City could write theirs 
after they have seen ours. But that‟s politics government, especially when every additional dollar will go to 
„people‟ expenses – not only the employees but the contract workers and staff. 
 Two homeowners associations‟ officers have spoken out against Vanguardians writing the opposition 
statement. Certainly that is their right under the First Amendment. It is interesting that at least one of them 
spoke up previously wanting to deny my same rights. It was unclear from the GNP article if they were 
representing any associations. If so they could have requested to write the document. They didn‟t. 
Vanguardians and Council Candidate Bruce Philpott did. That was it. Vanguardians was selected because of 
the City Charter that sets the pecking order whereby an association stands over an individual. 
 Diana Ringer, the Vanguardians web master, is setting aside a section of the web site for the UUT, 
resources such as Prop 218, three of the current lawsuits that will ultimately affect the outcome of the 
telecommunications portion of the UUT, a poll to see your straw vote, the ballot proposition and other relevant 
materials.  
 One of the parties quoted indicated that we were in the „race‟ for recognition and we constantly seek tax 
deductible donations. She is partially right. We have good name recognition from all over the world. Our web 
hits have included about 30 countries and almost every state in the Union. Yes, it does take time and money to 
be an effective agent for accountability. We have bills for telephone, cable, internet, computers, printers, 
scanners, software and maintenance. We ask your financial help today so we can continue to do for the public 
what our elected officials should be doing, asking for and getting  - accountability.    
 Prior to the vote Vanguard will carry a special section on the UUT proposition.  

Barry Allen 
Barry Allen Oral Communications January 20, 2009 

History was made today in Washington DC --  A new beginning for a new day. 
  

A new President, Barry Obama, who supports a responsible, accountable government and an empowered 
citizenry to watch, monitor and measure that accountability. 
 

As responsible citizens it is our responsibility to make certain that the wishes of the people are carried out by 
those who hold elective office and those who have been appointed, hired or retained to fulfill the needs of the 
community. 
 

To quote President Obama, “The question we ask today is not whether our government is too big or too small, 
but whether it works, whether it helps families find jobs at a decent wage, care they can afford, a retirement that 
is dignified. Where the answer is yes, we intend to move forward. Where the answer is no, programs will end. 
And those of us who manage the public's dollars will be held to account, to spend wisely, reform bad habits, 
and do our business in the light of day, because only then can we restore the vital trust between a people and 
their government.” He went on to say, “What is required of us now is a new era of responsibility, a recognition, 
on the part of every American, that we have duties to ourselves, our nation, and the world, duties that we do 
not grudgingly accept but rather seize gladly…” 
 

Our City can start being a part of this new change:  

¶ by shining a bright light on closed sessions,  

¶ by supporting First Amendment rights,  

¶ by making contracts and change-orders easily accessible to the public as President Obama is doing,  

¶ by being fiscally accountable and  

¶ by remembering and acting upon the words of Henry Clay:  
“Government is a trust, and the officers of the government are trustees; and both the trust and the trustees are 
created for the benefit of the people.” 
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We citizens also have an awesome responsibility as put into words by Albert Einstein: “The strength of the 
Constitution lies entirely in the determination of each citizen to defend it. Only if every single citizen feels duty 
bound to do his share in this defense are the constitutional rights secure.” 

Congress Woman Diane Watson continued the theme: “It is our duty to watch over the actions and activities of   
… government and to insist that, in words as well as in deeds, the interests of our constituency … are served.”   

This is the price and the promise of citizenship. 

Commentary: To Oxi-Clean an Oxymoron 

What is an oxymoron? Is it some jock who graduated from Oxidental College? I could not find 
great fault in someone coming to such cynical and obtuse interpretation. It is way too 
tempting.  

An oxymoron is an apparently contradictory definition. ñArmy intelligenceò is 
one ñJumbo shrimpò is another, and ñHonest politicianò falls appropriately in that 
category.  

When dishonest politicians become the rule, their oxymoron ceases to apply and itôs no longer 
funny. In some cities ñCivil servantò is an oxymoron. The claim is that they are neither civil, nor that they are servants of 
the public. When a government becomes so distant, obtrusive, and heavy-handed, the oxymoron ceases to have that 
element of fun.  

The Brown Act, for those in the know, is also becoming a victim of this type of cynicism in Glendale government. 
The act, promoted and passed by the California legislature is the open meetings and public participation law. The 
objective of the act is to ensure that decisions by a legislative body cannot be done in secret or without the participation of 
the public. The passing of the Brown Act is testament that governing bodies have tended to exclude the public or to act 
without public scrutiny. 

In Glendale the spirit of that Act is faltering, and the spirit of public participation engendered by the Act is under 
constant attack. Meetings require the posting of a 72-hour notification. That is the minimum that has become the rule even 
when meetings are scheduled three months in advance. Meetings are often canceled as staff dictates whether there is 
anything of importance to discuss. Just recently the Audit quarterly meeting scheduled for January 26 was canceled. Not 
only are members of the public hardly notified adequately, but the committee members, selected from the public, are often 
absent.  

During public legislative session where our city council members preside, a public speaker is allowed to speak on 
agenda items or on other topics during oral communications. But our esteemed elected officials often wait until the 
speaker has sat down to then proceed with some absurd interpretation or misdirection of what the speaker has just said. 

Last Tuesday, I presented a solution I advocated several times before ï that city employees who earn over 
$100,000 should buy their cars in Glendale and shop in Glendale to support the businesses from whose taxes these 
employees are partially paid. 

After I sat down, our esteemed Oxy graduate, Mr. Najarian, proceeded to admonish me for not having access to 
Charter Communications channel 6. If I did, I would be more in tune with their cable advertising effort to promote ñShop 
Glendale.ò I did not have the opportunity to ask him if that promotion was relevant to my advocacy to have city employees 
demonstrate that they purchased their cars at the Brand Blvd of Cars, or how many of them get to watch Charter Channel 
6 from their comfort of home miles away from Glendale, or how many of them subscribe to satellite television only if by 
chance they live in the city. 

It seems as if Mr. Oxy has held the Brown act with contempt for much too long. Now that he is flushed with the 
spirit of Obama, as he implied at the last city council, he must believe that he is now endowed with transparency just 
because he walked the college campus years ago with a true visionary. In that spirit, I think Iôll try a slam dunk at a local 
basketball court. I remember sharing the same campus with Bill Walton. Some of his skill must have rubbed off on me.    

If the message from Obama was for the renewal of good government, maybe a little Oxi-clean applied liberally 
and cleaning house at this year's city election  may just spruce up the demeanor of one elected officials toward public 
participation.   Herbert Molano    

 

 
By 2013 - 15% of all homes will be in foreclosure  

   
That's right! You read it correctly. It has been forecast that 8.1 million mortgages will be in foreclosure over 
the next four years. This represents over 15% ALL mortgages in the United States. This is a staggering 
number. Despite some initial signs that foreclosures were near a plateau, the combination of a continued 
decline in home prices and a severe downturn in the economy has almost ensured a continued surge of 
foreclosures. As I noted at the Glendale City Council meeting this past Tuesday evening, Glendale is not 
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immune. During the past 30 days, we have see nothing but an up hill swing in mortgage default filings and pending 
foreclosure actions. As a foreclosure prevention company that assists homeowners, we were enthusiastic during this 
past Holiday season as we began to see a slight decrease in Glendale foreclosures. Unfortunately, that trend sharply 
ended. We have gone from a low of 364 Glendale homes in foreclosure during the month of December to just over 416 
currently.  

In every geographic area we study, we come across a variety of distinct reasons why homeowners walk away 
from their homes. In Palm Springs and the Desert area, we find that the number of foreclosures 
are caused by backpedaling real estate investors and so called Flip's gone bad. Homes 
purchased by speculation. Not so in Glendale. One of the biggest concerns we continue to hear 
over and over from Glendale homeowners is not that they are unemployed. It's not that they had a 
mortgage rate adjustment. It's the fact that many local homeowners owe more than what their 
home is currently worth. Many struggle with the question of why should they hold on to their 
million dollar mortgage when their home is now worth seven hundred thousand (for example). 
Many ask themselves, Why should I continue paying a $6,000 per month mortgage payment when I could rent a home in 
Glendale for $2500? Often times we find that Glendale homeowners have money, they just wonder why they should 
continue to spend it on a piece of upside down real estate that shows no sign of recovery. They see no light at the end of 
the tunnel. Together and with the assistance of narrow minded, bottom feeding, vermin (a.k.a. the lending 
institutions), many Glendale homeowners have simply lost hope. 

There is no doubt that we are in a slump and times will undoubtedly get tougher. There is no doubt 
that lenders should be held responsible for the majority of the mess we are experiencing. Lenders bank rolled themselves 
and lined their pockets with truck loads of cash when they sold home buyers their loans, then turn around and write off 
losses and cry bailouts as they clean your clock and dump those very same customers curbside like yesterday's 
trash. They loved you when you signed your loan documents, then they drop you like a bad date after the ink was dry. Try 
to rise above the greedy lenders as they do not know better. A recent study showed that most bank "customer service" 
reps that answer the 800 phone number you dial have a high school level education. Many can barely add without the 
help of a calculator. That "supervisor" you demand to speak with when you get upset is no better. Want the skinny about 
Banking Managers and Supervisors? It's not necessarily the level of education that got them to upper management. Truth 
is, many of them barely squeezed by high school but became supervisors due to seniority and time spent on the clock. So 
all you have is the same ding dong, just one that is aged and was granted promotions. 

Try not to live for today but think about the future. Yes, real estate values are down and your home may not 
be worth what it was two years ago but, you may shoot yourself in the foot if you walk away now and your home value 
doubles in the future. In Glendale, it's very possible. The real estate trends throughout the decades in Glendale speak for 
themselves. Yes, there are some down cycles but Glendale is a sure solid bet overall. Stick with it and hold on to your 
homes. Your home should not only be classified as an investment that potentially yields a return, rather a dwelling 
that gives you peace and tranquility. A space that offers you and your family comfort and stability. Your home is what you 
make of it. Be thankful and appreciative because overall, life is good. Christian Arbid 
          

The writer is a Glendale Resident, Real Estate Broker and Loss Mitigator. www.ThisMarketSucks.com 
818.232.7899 Questions Relating to Foreclosures, Short Sales, Saving Your Home, Loan Modifications.....Email 
Christian at christianarbid@gmail.com and your question will be answered in the next edition of Vanguard. 

$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$ 
  
 The only way to make sure people you agree with can speak is to support the rights of people you don't agree with.  ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON  

 

TAKE ACTION – GET INVOLVED – BE INFORMED – SHARE VANGUARD – VOLUNTEER 

 
Moral cowardice that keeps us from speaking our minds is as dangerous to this country as irresponsible talk. The right way is not always the 
popular and easy way. Standing for right when it is unpopular is a true test of moral character.    Margaret Chase Smith 

2 Potpourri   ED ï Letters published do not necessarily express the opinion of Vanguardians, this publication, the organization or Barry Allen. 

Names are used only when requested. Initials are used as there are people, believe it or not, who are concerned with retaliation or have issues before a 
legislative body. Letters will be published that are signed and are not hate oriented. 
 

We get mail: I went to a party at which CCM Yousefian spoke about his ideas for the 

future in Glendale. He shared a vision of new technologies being invited to Glendale that will really 
help pay the bills by helping these technology green giants obtain federal funding. Yousefian has 
great ideas. He will get my vote just for his ideas to bring new revenue to the City along with job 

creation and solid tax base. He also spoke of renewing the strong working relationship between the Council and 
the School Board that we haven‟t heard from other incumbents. GP 

http://www.thismarketsucks.com/
mailto:christianarbid@gmail.com
http://www.wisdomquotes.com/002618.html
http://www.wisdomquotes.com/002119.html
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At yesterday's CC meeting Mayor Drayman made a public OUTCRY during Oral Communications that 

since he took office as a city official, his "business has suffered GREATLY".  
REALLY, is this the same business that is never open during business hours? Is this the same business that has 

no business sign, name presence, or advertised phone number? Is this the same business that has been sitting there not 
collecting a dollar in revenue rather collecting dust for years? Don't sound like a business to me, sounds more like a front.  

Maybe he's the next one in line to apply for a bailout.  TR 
[ED – Vanguard queried Mayor Drayman, following is his response: In the approximately 25 years the studio has 
been located at this particular address, it has never had signage on the wall of the building. The signage has always been 
in the window on an easel. It states the name of the business, address and phone number. It is true that as of the last four 
months or so I no longer publish a listed number for new clientele. 

As you know from our conversations, the majority of the studio's work is with State Historical Societies, Historical 
Museum Collections and Historic Archives. This work does not require through the door foot traffic. The on-site work I do 
now is by appointment with long-term customers who know precisely how to reach me. As mentioned at the Council 
Meeting, I no longer have the time to take new clients which is unfortunate. 

I am not sure where Mr. R gets the idea that the business is "not collecting a dollar in revenue." However, I am 
pleased that Mr. R  is so concerned about my well being. 

R also mentions something about this status going on for years. I am afraid he is incorrect again, but then, as you 
know Barry, when a writer is attempting to make an unfounded accusation via insinuation backed up by, well frankly, more 
insinuation, there isn't much value in the discussion. 

I can tell you by way of "juicy gossip" that a member of one of the city's commissions/boards/agencies/authorities 
attempted to access my personal records through one of the entertainment guilds and got caught and had his/her hand 
quietly slapped. 

Beyond that, there is little new intrigue that I know of other than what I read in the papers.] 
 

Thank you for including me in your publication.  I have a correction to the campaign section of Vanguardians. 

 My "main issue" is not "the San Fernando Arts Center," but rather economic development.  The San Fernando Arts & 
Design District is a proposal for the city to target and recruit arts, entertainment and design related businesses, 
and incentivize them to move to the San Fernando Corridor. This proposal is intended to bring more businesses and 
quality jobs to Glendale, help grow San Fernando into a more vibrant streetscape, and at the same time grow the arts in 
the City.   

I am not proposing an arts "center," nor do I think that we can divorce this arts & design district from its role in 
economic development. Thank you for providing your forum for civic discussion.  Laura Friedman 

 
 

Utility Users Tax:  Barry, you are a true champion of the citizens!  Thank you for taking this on for 

Glendale. Please review my edit and use or toss as you see fit. If people never read all of what you 
have to say, let them get the first sentence.    LA 
 
Appears that a NO vote is appropriate and that the City Council and City management is conning the 
public as usual.  
 

You are confronted with the old government trick, namely, have the citizen prove the negative, as they did on the 
Americana ballot measures.  It is a matter of demonstrating how happy we should be to vote down this latest scheme to 
rape the unsuspecting taxpayers, and to help to insulate the gross public employee pensions from further review.  There 
is nothing this city does that is not motivated by the obsessive desire to insulate themselves and their benefits from any 
possible questions or review.  
 
I like the second one a bit better than the first except for the last paragraph of Number 2 regarding development. We don't 
need any more development or developers in this town--they are ruining it. What we need is remodeling and renovation of 
what we already have--inner growth, not outer growth. So edit the last paragraph or eliminate it. [ED The writer is 
comparing two of the iterations of the 300 words.] 
 
GO WITH NUMBER TWO. MY OPINION IS THAT IT IS AN EASY READ AND RIGHT TO THE POINT AND DOES NOT 

SINGLE OUT ONE PERSON.  SOMETIMES IT IS BEST NOT TO SAY TOO MUCH. I AM SURE THAT SOME MAY POINT 

OUT SOME CLARIFICATIONS OR HAVE SOME ADDITIONAL CONTENT OR WANT TO SUBTRACT SOME CONTENT. 
HOWEVER LET US KEEP IT AS SIMPLE, DIRECT AND EASY TO READ AS POSSIBLE. THANKS FOR ALL THAT YOU 

ARE DOING. 
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You were obviously in two different moods when you wrote these two pieces.  The first is very crisp, precise, and coldly 
ñmatter of factò.  The second is much more ñfolksyò, and lays out the issues in common-language style.  Too bad you have 
the 300 word restriction, as it precludes doing any ñcut and pasteò on your argument. 

For what it is worth, when I took Trial Advocacy some years ago, the professor, a top notch trial lawyer said to 
always argue to the jury as if you were talking to a group of 12 year olds.  I did follow that advice, and wound up winning 
about 85% of my jury trials.  Keep it simple, and tell them something that they can really relate to, and make them like 
what you stand for.  In 300 words?  Good luck, WJ 
 

They have already told you that they do not consider it to be "public service" connected.  I suppose for the very 
reason you have described.  If they do publish some form of campaign material that connects the City to a 
position of "public service" connected you should have a case under "13".  My point in trying to write an 
opposition to their campaign is to use the list of current utility services and then describe the services that will 
be taxed in addition to those currently being taxed.  A third grader should question the City trying to cut the tax 
just because they are nice folks.  I think you need to put the facts out in campaign material including the voter 
pamphlet that a third grader would understand and have no question as to what the City wants to accomplish.  
This is not "hearsay" or "gossip" it is the actual services that are now taxed and the services that "could" be 
taxed.  If you refer to the list of commonly known telephone extra services that may not be taxed today and could 
be taxed within the new ordinance every person with those services will understand that it means more tax not 
less as it appears from the City's campaign.  I would expect that if those extra services are not taxed now then 
there are certainly other extras in the water bill, the gas bill, the electric bill, the cable bill, the DSL bill, the Netflix 
bill etc. For example I am billed for the long distance calls I make from my Glendale office but not for those made 
from my other office on the same account.  As I understand the new language I would have to pay on all services 
billed to the Glendale address regardless of where they service is provided or used.  Another example is the 
Southern California Edison Bill that comes to my PO Box in Glendale and is obviously not for service within the 
jurisdiction of the tax today.  I am sure there are many more conditions under which the tax you describe will 
apply to create higher taxes for residents of Glendale.  As I said in beginning I would support any effort to repeal 
this tax as it is today. AC 
 
Read the City of Arcadia UUT Study Session.  
 
City Attorney Scott Howard assures us that the Utility Users Tax Ballot Measure is a general tax meaning that it is not 
earmarked or set aside for public safety, streets or parks. It goes into the General Fund for whatever use the City Council 
decides. Remind city officials of that when they tell you a NO vote will cut public safety. Special Tax Versus General Tax 
A tax is called a "special" tax if its revenues are used for specific purposes and a "general" tax if its revenues may be used 
for any governmental purpose. This distinction is important because it determines whether a tax must be approved by a 
majority vote of the electorate (general tax)--or a two-thirds vote (special tax). 
 
Per the Finance Department and the City Attorney the data shows that the change in the UUT (going from 7% to 6.5%) is 
not revenue neutral. Projections show that telephone taxes will increase $319,000 while cable will decrease $139,000. 
You requested information regarding the revenue and projections from telecommunications UUT.  The most current and 
accurate information is available for 2007/2008.  It is as follows: 

 7% 

Telephone:      8,705,240 

Cable:             1,949,058 

 
1. We get calls:   I put in 25¢ to park in space 151 on Brand Blvd. Out pops a receipt for space 

#144 for 15¢ Machine BND114N. I will call LA County Weights and Measures as it seems as 
if something is wrong. [ED – I brought a similar situation that happened at the machine 
near Porto‟s to Public Works Director Steve Zurn. He said he would look into it.] 

 
2. I really enjoyed the way you related the inauguration of President Obama to the needs of 

the Glendale public and the needed actions of our elected officials. Will you send me a copy? [ED – We 
have had numerous requests thus we have included it above.] 

 
3. I was amazed when I saw Najarian‟s picture in the GNP with the Oxy jacket and his very positive 

comments about how he and President Obama shared classes. Then he continued in that vein during the 
Council meeting. That certainly is a different description of his interaction with Obama when he gave a 

6.5% 

Telephone:      9,023,695 

Cable:             1,809,840 

 

Information provided by the City Attorney on 
January 22 

http://www.ci.arcadia.ca.us/docs/study_session_item.pdf
http://www.ci.glendale.ca.us/government/council_packets/Reports_120208/CC_8d_120208.pdf
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speech at another group. Next thing you know he‟ll become a Democrat and the City‟s DC lobbyist. Talk 
about a „switcherooni‟! 

 
4. Christian Arbid wrote a great letter in the GNP taking to task Stanley and Weisman. At the City Council 

meeting he had an interesting idea about the City buying foreclosures and selling them to public safety 
workers to have them live in Glendale rather than 50 miles away. 

 
5. Laurie Collins has now become the expert in City government and in advocacy. As an attorney and a 

member of the local Democratic Club no wonder she was knocking Barry Allen. She wants us to pay more 
taxes and higher salaries. We only see her at Council when she has a burr and flits behind the scenes 
when she sends her groupies to speak and then doesn‟t show up to support them. Wasn‟t she the one 
who went after Rafi Manoukian using information that was shared confidentially? She has no credibility 
with me. 

 
6. Re Collins letter about you and Mr Arbid: I think the reason that some people are so antagonistic towards 
you is the fact that they can‟t handle the truth.  The truth scares them and shakes them to their core. 
 Always speak the truth. 

 
7. The Laurie Collins attack in the GNP was certainly unwarranted 

 
8. Here is an idea that can save jobs for all the City employees: Take a 10% pay cut and take no increases in 

salaries or benefits for the next 4-5 years until the global financial dilemma is solved.  
 

Man on the Street:  I was in Long‟s Drugs to say goodbye as the 19
th

 was their last day in Glendale 
when I bumped into a former City Council advocate for accountable government. “Barry, so good to 
see you. I want you to know that while I don‟t always agree with your stance on issues, unlike those 
two people in the GNP, I really appreciate the fact that you are there for all of us not just your ego or 
as a beard for someone else..”  

Now this person is someone that I look up to as he has the understanding that you speak to 
the issue not the individual. I wasn‟t born with that attribute, I learned it as a law student and it was one of my 
most valuable lessons. I want to thank my fellow Glendalian and let him know how his words will continue to 
reverberate in me. By the way, he had a great idea for what the subterranean Longs store could become…a 99¢ 
store. 

  
We get and answer questions:  So this year we will vote in the UUT to raise money to reduce the 
deficit. What will the City Council do in 2010, 2011 and so on? There is only so much that we can 
pay. When will this stop? [ED It is your responsibility to vote against people whose track record 
shows they always voted for higher salaries and never questioned the retaining of more 
consultants and more outside attorneys. Say goodbye and talk with those who are running and feel 

them out as to their knowledge of budget issues,] 
 

I want to go to City Council meetings. Where can I park? [ED at this time there is free parking in the lot on Isabel 
Street across from the Police Facility and the City Garage on Wilson between Isabel and Glendale.] 
 

Suggested Articles: Chula Vista (population 230,000) can no longer afford its $1-million-a-year budget 
for the animal exhibition. A city that once had 1,250 full-time employees now has 1,050 full-time 
employees. To avoid more layoffs, employee groups have agreed to give up raises. All employees 
except police and firefighters have been ordered to take a five-day unpaid furlough. Compare the 
population of CV to Glendale at 207,000 and 2000 employees along with an unknown number of 
consultants and contractors,. LA Times. 

City Needs to Press For Restructuring City Employee Contracts During Economic Crisis  
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Davis has put on hold the new contract for department heads. 'We just decided to put it on hold while we deal with the budget 
issues,' said Human Resources Administrator Melissa Chaney. 'There's nothing pending right now.' 
That means the seven people heading up the city's departments are operating under the old contract signed in 2005. Under 
that contract, the city budgets about $1,478,000 for salaries, health benefits, unemployment, workman's compensation and 
other items for the city's top employees. 
'Right now, we're just trying to figure out where we are with the budget and what ramifications are with the current budget and 
the current fiscal situation,' Chaney said. More interesting is that several of the bargaining units in Davis have to renegotiate 
their contracts this year. The city is facing a $1.5 million shortfall this year and up to $3 or $4 million for next year. FULL 
ARTICLE 

 

  

http://www.glendalenewspress.com/opinion/letters/
http://www.latimes.com/news/local/la-me-animals20-2009jan20,0,7068632.story
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102423835799&e=001EBuKX06m6FAKkm50oTAlk8pHcBSenQeb1sPrwMKiM4_wpoakp5idZZI2d5AHUWOvJ1-bhUIUgm7Lyb__lW1F8RDisCFW-3rlTo-9wmUqUPR_VPSffVb5x0i1ZOMBisFNwqV_6IJvkcHGI0Yle_JviLodxOLw0mJsGlly8n5b_sxu5-k3qMfQaDEMyJDOVUB1lmXMsMx9UjE=
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102423835799&e=001EBuKX06m6FAKkm50oTAlk8pHcBSenQeb1sPrwMKiM4_wpoakp5idZZI2d5AHUWOvJ1-bhUIUgm7Lyb__lW1F8RDisCFW-3rlTo-9wmUqUPR_VPSffVb5x0i1ZOMBisFNwqV_6IJvkcHGI0Yle_JviLodxOLw0mJsGlly8n5b_sxu5-k3qMfQaDEMyJDOVUB1lmXMsMx9UjE=
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102423835799&e=001EBuKX06m6FAKkm50oTAlk8pHcBSenQeb1sPrwMKiM4_wpoakp5idZZI2d5AHUWOvJ1-bhUIUgm7Lyb__lW1F8RDisCFW-3rlTo-9wmUqUPR_VPSffVb5x0i1ZOMBisFNwqV_6IJvkcHGI0Yle_JviLodxOLw0mJsGlly8n5b_sxu5-k3qMfQaDEMyJDOVUB1lmXMsMx9UjE=
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102423835799&e=001EBuKX06m6FAKkm50oTAlk8pHcBSenQeb1sPrwMKiM4_wpoakp5idZZI2d5AHUWOvJ1-bhUIUgm7Lyb__lW1F8RDisCFW-3rlTo-9wmUqUPR_VPSffVb5x0i1ZOMBisFNwqV_6IJvkcHGI0Yle_JviLodxOLw0mJsGlly8n5b_sxu5-k3qMfQaDEMyJDOVUB1lmXMsMx9UjE=
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LINKS Click here for Vanguard Archives by Hal Weber-- Open Government Guide   www.vanguardians.org      

Global Incident Map updated every 5 minutes    ZIPskinny - Get the Skinny on that ZIP  Vanguard in the Daily News   
The Glendale California 100K Club  Vanguard Weekly News Archive  
"Glendale Mayor Drayman and his acolytes" by Vanguardians   
 

Click to view the agenda   City Council    Housing Authority   Redevelopment Agency  
 Monday, January 26 
Special Historical Preservation Commission ï 1:00 pm, Room 105, Municipal Services Building, .  548-2140 

 
Tuesday, January 27 

2:30 pm Housing Authority    Redevelopment Agency   Joint Meeting – Housing Element of the General Plan  

6:00 pm   City Council -- City Council Chambers, City Hall, 
 
Wednesday, January 28 

Civil Service Commission ï 5:00 pm, City Council Chambers, City Hall, 613 E. Broadway, Glendale.  548-2110 
 
Thursday, January 29 

Design Review Board #2 ï 5:00 p.m., Municipal Services Building, Room 105, 633 E. Broadway, Glendale.  548-2140 
 

3  Public Information 

Provide invoices for Police and other traffic control Services at the Americana for November and December 2008 
pursuant to section 5.10 of the parking structure ground lease. 
There are no responsive records at this time.  Please submit your request again in late February. 

With the City being so hard pressed for money one would have thought that the Americana would have been 
billed for services rendered under the Land Lease Agreement. Or they didnôt realize the services being rendered were for 
a fee. 

 4 Vanguardians  

Get breaking Glendale News by signing up for an RSS feed at www.vanguardians.org 
 
Vanguardians Executive Director is available to speak to your group to explain how we should vote on the Utility Users 
Tax in April. Vanguardians isnôt being provided with $40,000 to promote its side of the issue. This is an opportunity for you 
to vote to keep your money in your wallet or purse! 
 

info@vanguardians.org to subscribe to the Weekly News on issues that impact Glendale. The media with a voice; the organization that gets 
results you want; we encourage and support advocacy, involvement and engagement with government.© 2008 Vanguard is 

intended for personal use by recipient and forwarding without change to recipient‟s personal email list. Vanguardians is a 501C3 charitable 
non-profit corporation Contributions are tax deductible. Vanguardians does not use commercial fundraisers. To ensure you receive Vanguard, 
please add our email addresses info@vanguardians.org, and ba@fieldworks.net - to your address book or Internet Service Provider safe list. Annual 
subscription for email $50, by US Mail $75, Newsstand $2 per issue Copyrighted materials used with permission.  

 

5 the Insider is a digest of information from city employees that care about the way the City is run. As they are 

concerned about retaliation, their identities are secret. Vanguard provides them the opportunity to have this forum. The comments are 
their own.   
 

VANGUARDIANS 
 

Please make checks payable to ñVANGUARDIANSò  
Mail to:  POB 11202 Glendale, CA 91226 

 Contributions are tax deductible ï You will receive a receipt for income tax purposes 
You may also donate online at www.vanguardians.net  

 
 

 

http://www.opengovernmentinglendalecalifornia.org/
http://www.rcfp.org/ogg/index.php?op=browse&state=CA
http://www.vanguardians.org/
http://www.globalincidentmap.com/home.php
http://zipskinny.com/
http://www.insidesocal.com/east/politics/
http://www.opengovernmentinglendalecalifornia.org/The%20Glendale%20California%20100K%20Club.htm
http://www.opengovernmentinglendalecalifornia.org/Archive%20of%20Recent%20Vanguard%20Newsletters.htm
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zBK5g2HbsHI
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zBK5g2HbsHI
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zBK5g2HbsHI
http://www.ci.glendale.ca.us/agenda.asp?OrganizationID=4
http://www.ci.glendale.ca.us/agenda.asp?OrganizationID=37
http://www.ci.glendale.ca.us/agenda.asp?OrganizationID=176
http://www.vanguardians.org/
mailto:info@vanguardians.org
mailto:Vanguard1@charter.net
http://www.vanguardians.net/
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A perfect demonstration of how closed off Glendale Executives are from the real world is Vanguardians 
efforts to get information from the City, check out the section Public Information Requests. Rather than   
providing a list of reports available for each Department so that you can review them quickly, the City 
Attorneyôs office makes it a game to release as little information as possible. With todayôs technology, the  
City could easily digitize and make available all data collected by staff, but it chooses to hide data and 

reports for fear their many failures would be exposed. 
 
With President Obama's call for a more open government, city employees are not expecting any such changes in 
Glendale. Steeped in tradition, information is always held close to the vest by management since trust is limited between 
employees and managers. It doesn't take a rocket scientist to know that with the economy in its current state, the City 
cannot go on with business as usual, but managers have yet to talk to staff about solutions or ideas that can change 
Glendale for the better. Instead, executives huddle among themselves developing stone tablets to beat over the heads of 
staff. Faith in the leadership, by staff, has been eroding in the past few years. It's time for a new start with a new council 
and new management for the City to invigorate the staff and Citizens of Glendale with a vision for the future to move 
forward rather than spending all of our energies reflecting on the past. Once a community stops looking forward, they 
have given up hope and everyone loses. 

6 Humor 

 
If only we could get a glimpse of the future BEFORE we vote. 

 
The way some of the incumbents treat the finances all that is left is change. 

7 For Candidates Only:    Potential City Council candidates 

Candidates ï If you are hosting an open house or other event and you want to share that or any press releases with our 
readers please send that information to Vanguard, 
CandidateséPlease provide the missing data so potential voters may contact you. Pictures would be nice to post as well. If your name 

is missing please contact Vanguard.   Thank you

Name Phone Email Major Issue Q 
Retôd 

Friedman, Laura 818-281-6942 Laura@votelaurafriedman.com 

 
Economic 

Development 
 

Gharpetian, Vartan     

Kazazian, Aram 818-484-7342 vote@aramforglendale.com     

Keuroghelian,Chahe     

Lafian, Edward      

Manoukian, Leonard     

Najarian, Ara James     

All candidates have 
been sent the 
questionnaires that will 
be used in the rating 
process. If a candidate 
does not return or 
complete the 
questionnaire that will 
be noted. Responses 
will be found at 
www.vanguardians.org  

mailto:Laura@votelaurafriedman.com
mailto:vote@aramforglendale.com
http://www.vanguardians.org/
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Philpott, Bruce 818-956-3321 bruce@philpottforcouncil.com 

brcphilpott1@aol.com 

Finance, Budget 
Fiscal 

accountability 

 

Quintero, Frank     

Solis, Lenore 323-669-0892 LenoreSolis@gmail.com   

Stepanian, Aramazd     

Teahan, Michael    X 

Yousefian, Bob 818-262-9309 bhyousefian@yahoo.com   

 Zainul Abedin changed his mind and dropped out of the Council race and went to the GCC race 
 
All Council candidates should keep February 2

nd
 open for the Audit Committee Meeting Perkins Bldg 3PM 1

st
 Floor 

8 Jump 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

City of Glendale - Current Job Openings 

Title  

Construction Inspector (Hourly)  

Deputy City Attorney / Code Enforcement  

Fire Cadet  

Fire Communications Shift Supervisor  

Police Communications Operator  

Police Communications Operator -  Lateral Transfer  

Police Officer Recruit ( Bilingual -  English / 
Armenian)  

Police Officer Recruit (Bilingual -  English / Korean)  

Police Officer/La teral Transfer  

Reserve Police Officer   

 

 

The chart on the left shows the status of 
investigations of city employees for the last 
half of 2008. The City does respond to valid 
complaints of wrong-doing by City 
employees. We at Vanguard can insulate you 
from your being the complainant.  For 
instance the LA County Land Use head was 
firedéLA Times:  said he believed he had 
been fired in retaliation for blowing the whistle 
on county supervisors' aides. He said he had 
given Fujioka information that showed that 
aides to the county supervisors routinely 
sought to improperly influence decisions on 
whether to permit development plans. 

mailto:bruce@philpottforcouncil.com
mailto:brcphilpott1@aol.com
mailto:LenoreSolis@gmail.com
mailto:bhyousefian@yahoo.com
http://www.ci.glendale.ca.us/job.asp?liquid=true&JobID=1494
http://www.ci.glendale.ca.us/job.asp?liquid=true&JobID=1505
http://www.ci.glendale.ca.us/job.asp?liquid=true&JobID=755
http://www.ci.glendale.ca.us/job.asp?liquid=true&JobID=1502
http://www.ci.glendale.ca.us/job.asp?liquid=true&JobID=1030
http://www.ci.glendale.ca.us/job.asp?liquid=true&JobID=1066
http://www.ci.glendale.ca.us/job.asp?liquid=true&JobID=1106
http://www.ci.glendale.ca.us/job.asp?liquid=true&JobID=1106
http://www.ci.glendale.ca.us/job.asp?liquid=true&JobID=1107
http://www.ci.glendale.ca.us/job.asp?liquid=true&JobID=722
http://www.ci.glendale.ca.us/job.asp?liquid=true&JobID=1117
http://www.latimes.com/news/local/la-me-firing17-2009jan17,0,1649815.story

