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City Treasurer Borucki Hospitalized  

The four stages of Vanguardians “First they ignore you, then they laugh at you, then they fight you, then you win.” 
Mahatma Gandhi describing the stages of establishment resistance to a winning strategy of nonviolent advocacy 

 

 

When WE, the people, are complacent THEY win! 

 

THIS JUST IN:   FPPC Current Agenda for January 15, 2009 meeting 

 
City Treasurer Ron Borucki collapsed while attending the ANC- Glendale Christmas party. Aid 
was rendered by Police Chief Adam as and Fire Chief Scoggins. Borucki was hospitalized. No 
further information was available. Borucki had earlier picked up the papers to run for another 

term of Glendale City Treasurer. Borucki is being challenged by former Council member Rafi Manoukian. 
 
Baltimore city councilwoman, developer indicted 
By BEN NUCKOLS (Associated Press Writer) From Associated Press January 07, 2009  BALTIMORE - A grand 
jury indicted a Baltimore councilwoman and a prominent developer Wednesday, the first public corruption charges 
in a three-year probe of city finances that has targeted the mayor. Prosecutors said Councilwoman Helen L. Holton, 
48, took a bribe from developer Ronald H. Lipscomb in exchange for her approval of city tax breaks for a hotel and 
office building project he was working on. [MD] 
 

The California State Board of Equalization (BOE) today announced it will extend its Taxpayer Information Section 
call center operating hours beginning January 12, 2009 through February 2, 2009 in an effort to reduce wait times 
and better serve taxpayers during this peak return filing period.  Taxpayers can call 800-400-7115 from 8:00 a.m. to 
7:00 p.m. starting Monday, January 12, through Thursday, January 29; on Friday, January 30 from 8:00 a.m. to 
8:00 p.m; and on Monday, February 2, from 8:00 a.m. until 12:00 Midnight.  
  
WASHINGTON (AP) - The federal budget deficit will hit an unprecedented $1.2 trillion ?($1,200,000,000,000) for 
the 2009 budget year, according to grim new Congressional Budget Office figures. The eye-popping estimates 
reflect plummeting tax revenues because of the recession and about $400 billion to bail out the financial industry 
and take over Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac. Last year's deficit was $455 billion. The CBO estimate also sees the 
economy shrinking by 2.2 percent this year and recovering only slightly in 2010, and the unemployment rate 
eclipsing 9 percent early this year unless the Obama administration steps in. 
 
Nationwide Inquiry on Bids for Municipal Bonds By MARY WILLIAMS WALSH New York Times 
Published: January 8, 2009  The federal investigation that prompted Gov. Bill Richardson of New Mexico to 
withdraw his nomination as commerce secretary offers a rare glimpse into a long-simmering investigation of 
possible bid-rigging, tax evasion and other wrongdoing throughout the municipal bond business. 
 
 

All that is necessary for the triumph of evil is for good women & men to do nothing 
 

A once in a lifetime offer from Vanguardians – Vanguard will be sent to over 50,000 
Glendalians…Your web site link or message included.  

Call Barry Allen 818 745 6770. 

 
If you have issues with the City and fear retaliation, send them to Vanguardians and we‟ll share them with 
the appropriate department assuring your anonymity.  
 

Vanguard 
Weekly News Vol IV 

Week of January 11, 2009 
City of Glendale, CA Edition 

Uwww.vanguardians.orgUH  

818 745 6770 
“Accountability”  

Glendale‟s Watchdog 

  
 

  

http://www.fppc.ca.gov/index.html?id=60
http://www.fppc.ca.gov/index.html?id=60
http://my.earthlink.net/article/nat?guid=20090107/496436d0_3ca6_1552620090107-1250422270
http://www.boe.ca.gov/info/contact.htm#info
http://news.lp.findlaw.com/ap_stories/a/w/1153/01-07-2009/20090107092006_27.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2009/01/09/business/09insure.html?ref=us
http://topics.nytimes.com/top/reference/timestopics/people/w/mary_williams_walsh/index.html?inline=nyt-per
http://topics.nytimes.com/top/reference/timestopics/people/r/bill_richardson/index.html?inline=nyt-per
http://www.vanguardians.org/
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Pauline Field 

International FieldWorks, Inc. 
Creating the Future of Your Organization ... Now 

It's not too late to design a great 2009.  Rise above the economic gloom and create a great year.  
Email or call for details of the webinars coming up online on January 12th & January 16th 

www.fieldworks.net 

818.243.4864 - Main 
818.694.0588 - Cell 

 
City Council   

 Council 1 -7 Annualized Contact info 

Drayman B+   B- jdrayman@ci.glendale.ca.us; 

Najarian B- B anajarian@ci.glendale.ca.us; 

Quintero A B- fquintero@ci.glendale.ca.us; 

Weaver B+ D dweaver@ci.glendale.ca.us; 

Yousefian B B+ byousefian@ci.glendale.ca.us; 

 

Drayman  for responsibly keeping the speakers and topics focused 
Najarian   for listening attentively but saying little 
Quintero  for being one of the most vocal on the cell tower issue 
Weaver   for being vocal and sharing his opinion on the cell tower issue 
Yousefian  for being cautious but attentive   

 

Must reading for City Council and Candidates-- Abolish Public Employee Pensions 

 

#### 
  

    
GANG INJUNCTION PENDING IN GLENDALE 

 
Though the hot ticket item on Wednesday night‟s meeting was about the placement of 

cellular phone towers, one resident, Nancy Kent brought up an issue that she said would affect home 
values more than gigantic antenna. On November 18

th
 of last year, a gang injunction composed by 

L.A. city attorney Rocky Delgadillo and Glendale City Atty. Scott Howard was issued to several 
unnamed members of the Toonerville  (TVR) gang, which claims part of southeast Glendale as its 
turf. Stopping further discussion of Ms. Kent‟s real estate driven questions was confusion over what 
even defines a gang injunction– according to the LA Police Department, it‟s a restraining order 

against a group, in this case, specific gang members by the city. It limits what they can do in terms of socializing, 
like congregating in a public space, (Chevy Chase park) or on private property, (the Americana) and being out after 
curfew – but extends to already illegal crimes like selling drugs and carrying weapons.  

Gang injunctions have been around since the later 1980‟s but have faced many revisions because of their 
sometimes intrinsic challenges to civil liberties, like taking away the use of a cell phone, or the problem of arrests 
for mistaken identity and unjust targeting. 
 Council member Najarian seemed taken aback at the speaker‟s concern. He saw it as a useful move that 
would protect South Glendale‟s neighborhoods, and city attorney Mike Garcia added, “It‟s geared toward quality of 
life issues.” All good intentions accounted for, it still seems that the council is simplifying a complex issue.  

Firstly, there has yet to be a definitive study that links the injunctions to decreased gang violence and 
crime, (there are several reports that show the opposite, or no effect at all, though currently LAPD does site a 33% 
drop in gang activity since 2001). Secondly, by telling members they cannot meet in a specified location, they 
simply move to another one. Even if Glendale shoos out gang members, they aren‟t successfully modifying their 
behavior. Under this “Suppression” method, the only change is in the rules of the game, and for a city looking to 
stand out, it‟s not enough.  

There are several studies that show alternatives or additional methods to the injunction that have higher 
success rates. In one particular study, Stockton implemented Boston‟s “Ceasefire” strategy, which had lowered 
youth homicide dramatically. By implementing a system that analyzed the problem specific to the city, then took 
measures to “directly and repeatedly communicate the message about violence and it‟s consequences to both 
gang members and those „at risk‟” and then furthermore keep the pressure on through law enforcement while 
providing members and at-risk youth with supportive programs (job assistance, drug treatment classes, after school 
programs), Stockton has been successful at practically eradicating youth violence (associated with gangs) in 
schools and in their city. They did all this without new funding.  

http://www.fieldworks.net/
mailto:jdrayman@ci.glendale.ca.us;
mailto:anajarian@ci.glendale.ca.us;
mailto:fquintero@ci.glendale.ca.us;
mailto:dweaver@ci.glendale.ca.us;
mailto:byousefian@ci.glendale.ca.us;
http://ecoworld.com/blog/2008/10/07/abolish-public-employee-pensions/
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If the injunction goes through, there will be much to talk about by the city and its public on how they can 
further aid the injunction, to not only stop gang related crimes in their neighborhoods, but to hopefully revive the 
people (and children) jails and graveyards will surely forget.  

For more info check out: 
http://www.latimes.com/news/local/la-me-injunction18-2008nov18,0,1746574.story 
http://safestate.org/index.cfm?navId=12 (Stockton Model and other community tips) 
http://www.streetgangs.com/injunctions/topics/111503target80.html (Injunction info)    Laurel Miller   
 

$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$ 
 

  
 This just in: LA County Fire slaps a freeze on hiring 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 Vanguard is published independently by Vanguardians, Inc. Advocating for Accountability– Our vision is to live in a community where all 
people, regardless of geography, background or economic status, can enjoy accountability, integrity, effectiveness and 
responsiveness from our elected officials and each of the city's departments, through grass roots involvement, engagement and 
advocacy. 
 

CONTENTS: 
1) Commentary 

2) Potpourri  

3) Public Records  

4) Vanguardians  

 

5) The Insider 

6) Humor 

7) Candidates 
8) Jump 

 
 

1  You may agree or disagree with the views below. Feel free to comment on them. 

Ara Najarian called people who spoke out on the fiscal realities, 
“VULTURES”. Frank Quintero quoted the financial reserves giving an old 
number and not saying that the majority of the reserves were restricted. 
Other people that spoke to the specifics were treated as pessimists. People 
like Herbert Molano, Bruce Philpott and me even though we brought up 
examples and public documents that supported the fact that the City Council 
approved $332,000,000 of bonded debt; spent $200,000,000 more than it took 

in; and negotiated huge employee union contracts wihout listening to those who studied 
the financial documents. At least Bob Yousefian asked that consideration be given to 
renegotiating union contracts. One voice silenced by his colleagues. In the past Council 
members could count on the generous payments to their campaign coffers. The newly 
enacted Campaign Finance Reform will change the way that the employee unions will contribute amounts in 
excess of the $1,000 limit through the use of Independent Expenditure Committees. Rick Caruso provided a 
fine lawful example of the use of an IEC that funnelled $64,000 into the 2005 election.  
 Ask yourself this question: If you were paid $150,000 each year would you contribute $1,000 to someone 
that would guarantee you a 4%, or $12,000 payraise for two years? 180 firefighters can generate $180,000 
toward their favorite Council members.  
 The Council chose to listen to their staff rather than the people who pay the bills. And its not just 
Glendale: They refused to listen and hear us as we spoke about the impending financial disaster. The costly 
war in Iraq; the number of bankruptcies; the cost of fossil fuel; the outrageously high prices for houses that 
were inflated way beyond their value. Somehow or other the Glendale City Council and other similar legislative 
bodies were lulled to complacency by their self-serving staff. 
 Council will hear from the staff on January 27

th
 with recommendations as to where to trim the budget. As 

I recall the Council directs the staff, not the other way around. Council should tell the staff where the cuts have 
to be made.  Even though this is an election year Council will need to make some decisions regardless if those 
decision will affect their pandering to the special interest groups. Is the City prepared to accept State I.O.U.s? 
Will the City just draw down against the $96M in unrestricted reserves? Will it direct the GWP to hold off on 
the reduction in the fuel adjustment rate on your utility bill? Or should the City direct Management to lay off 
several layers of insulating mid-management? 

http://www.latimes.com/news/local/la-me-injunction18-2008nov18,0,1746574.story
http://safestate.org/index.cfm?navId=12
http://www.streetgangs.com/injunctions/topics/111503target80.html
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 The numbers are in,  -showing the Fed has a deficit of $1.2Trillion. That could mean that Glendale won‟t 
be getting its regular handouts. The State may pay the GFD for brush fire assistance in scrip. Our City is not 
prepared to handle this financial and economic issue.   

 
$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$ 

 
Have Rolls - Will Travel as a Humble Servant 

 
 Pity the hapless middle manager in a government office. He or she needs to walk on tip toes, 
watch out what he says, what he writes, or how he is perceived.  
 Is he a team player? Did he inadvertently make his boss look weak or foolish? Did he forget to 
save a copy of the email reply that was replied from someone else? Did he cover his back? Did he 
protect his boss? Did he follow the written letter of the law and the written procedure? 
 Whether this middle manager works for Glendale Government or for the County or for the State, 

covering his boss' behind is a mark of a team player. He'll get that boost to the next pay step, or considered for the next 
position that opens as the next fifty-one-year-old gets ready to retire.  
 Twenty years walking on tip toes would qualify anyone for a position as prima ballerina for the Martha Graham 
Dance Company. Just learn the right choreography, don't miss a step and smooch your inept boss's behind. 
 I wonder sometimes how such a dance was played last year during the tree-trimming incident 
that became the ridicule of radio talk show hosts. That was not a Christmas tree trimming. It was the 
Oak-tree-filled yard of a Glendale resident who followed the demands of the fire department to reduce 
the potential incident of fire by trimming a few low-hanging branches of overgrown Oak trees. After 
compliance the hapless resident receives a fine in the hundreds of thousands of dollars. The story is so 
brutal, it's worth revisiting. It clarifies so much of what's wrong with city government and with some 
councilmen in particular. 
 Omigosh! Someone made a mortal sin! A boss was ridiculed! They had egg on their faces and 
no one seemed to know what to do.  
 Out the door went common sense. Out the door went basic empathy. An obvious fault with the tree-trimming 
ordinance was exposed in the most unexpected way. A simple "ooops!" or a more emphatic "Whoa there!" could have 
saved the poor resident much aggravation and sleepless nights.  
 The incident highlighted how Glendale's system of notification of new ordinances fails and how an officious city 
enforcer checks out his common sense when punching in for work. Still, they compunded that mistake with a rattled 
reaction to defend an ordinance that had inadvertent and absurd results. 
 At the end of the day, the management ethos is driven from the top. Unfortunately for the staff and for the 
residents who violated the letter of the law, we had mayor Ara Najarian at one of his best demonstrations of ineptitude. He 
sat for weeks defending both the ordinance and the staff instead of just admitting that the ordinance needed correction 
and that the city should apologize for all the unnecessary aggravation given to a city resident and property owner. 
 Leadership is a quality rarely demonstrated from the council dais. But taking responsibility and demonstrating 
some basic humility or common sense is rarer still.  
 My guess is that you can't have much humility when you drive a Rolls Royce to work. There is an element of 
arrogance with vain Prince Ara who now sits above the commoners. Has his demeanor trickled down to other managers? 
Just watch the caravan of Mercedes Benz and BMWs exiting the city's garage at 4:45 PM every day. The house of Lords - 
the city's managers - will be on their way home after an arduous day of covering their behind.     Herbert Molano   

 

Christian Responds to Your Questions 
Reader‟s Question: I rent a home on Glendale‟s south side, *** (edited) Western Ave Glendale. I have 
rented this house for the past 2 years and have always paid my rent on time. Just after the New Year, I 
received a postcard in the mail that stated ____ could save my home from foreclosure. WHAT???? Every 
day since then, I have been receiving more and more letters in the mail addressed to my landlord. I 
haven‟t opened them since it is not addressed to me. One of the envelopes bares a red stamp that says 
"Foreclose Prevention Tips Enclosed". I figure it‟s more of the same. Can you help me and let me know if 
this home is truly facing foreclosure? If so, can I stop paying rent? 

Christian‟s Response: Reader - I did run that address and without getting into too many details I can tell you that 
the property owner has not made the past several month‟s mortgage payments and the bank has started the foreclosure 
process. That does not mean that the home will be foreclosed on nor does it mean that you can stop paying rent. The 
homeowner does have the right to redeem the property and bring it current by making up the back payments or possibly 
completing a loan work out / modification. Not to get into landlord and tenant law (as I am not an attorney) I can tell you 
that as a tenant you must continue to make rent payments on the home you lease regardless of a pending foreclosure 
action. I assume you signed a contract / lease with your landlord. That contract contains terms and conditions that must 
be met until terminated. Rather than stop paying rent, I suggest that you communicate with your landlord. Pick up the 
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phone and ask him or her directly. Most times confronting the situation head on rather than questioning what will happen 
next is the better approach. Hopefully, he or she will be honest with you and together you can both come a conclusion and 
solution that satisfies you both.  

 

Reader‟s Question: I understand President Elect Obama will unveil a plan that should stimulate the housing crisis that 
we are in. Have you heard anything about this and how do you think it will affect all of us homeowners that are trying our 
best to hang on to our homes?  

Christian‟s Response: Reader - Obama‟s plan may be a good start but don‟t hold your breath. It frankly isn‟t fair 
to place 100 percent of the burden on one man. One man didn‟t create this mess so, don‟t expect one man to clean it up. 
In my opinion, Obama is definitely taking some strong and bold steps in an effort to boost the economic slump. Many 
believe that the plan will surface sometime in February and if all goes well, it should hopefully come to life shortly 
thereafter. One of the many items suggested includes mortgage interest rates of 4.50%. That may encourage many home 
buyers that have sat on the sidelines to make a move and buy real estate but ...... the deeper problem and the true issue 
consistently remains the same. Banks are not willingly funding loans like the "old days". Trying to get a lender to fund in 
today‟s market is like pushing an elephant up a mountain. To say that banks are overly conservative is putting it mildly. 
Many buyers with 750 + FICO scores are not able to qualify for loans today. It‟s a nightmare. Revised legislation needs to 
be put into place and congress needs to step in and push these banks to lend some of the 700 billion they are squatting 
on. The White House must step in before all of us are living in the Dog House.  

Christian Arbid 

 
The writer is a Glendale Resident, Real Estate Broker and Loss Mitigator. www.ThisMarketSucks.com 
818.232.7899 Questions Relating to Foreclosures, Short Sales, Saving Your Home, Loan Modifications.....Email 
Christian at christianarbid@gmail.com and your question will be answered in the next edition of Vanguard. 

$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$ 
  
 The only way to make sure people you agree with can speak is to support the rights of people you don't agree with.  ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON  

 

TAKE ACTION – GET INVOLVED – BE INFORMED – SHARE VANGUARD – VOLUNTEER 

 
Moral cowardice that keeps us from speaking our minds is as dangerous to this country as irresponsible talk. The right way is not always the 
popular and easy way. Standing for right when it is unpopular is a true test of moral character.    Margaret Chase Smith 

2 Potpourri   ED – Letters published do not necessarily express the opinion of Vanguardians, this publication, the organization or Barry Allen. 

Names are used only when requested. Initials are used as there are people, believe it or not, who are concerned with retaliation or 
have issues before a legislative body. Letters will be published that are signed and are not hate oriented. 
 

We get mail: I think it outrageous that investment losses of CALPERS must be paid back by 

the taxpayer. If I invest in any stock, mutual fund, real estate, etc., my loss is not paid back to me. The 
state is about to go bankrupt and the pension funds need to be replenished -- something is wrong with 

this picture.  
I wonder how many people realize that these pensions must be honored no matter what the economic problems 

are with these investments or the financial problems of the taxpayer -- kinda makes me want to be a government 
employee. Social Security is basically the same, but state and federal pensions are on a scale that is not even 
comparable.  

With the coming of the new President and his wanting to add thousands more to government employment with 
jobs that are supposed to be temporary, (yeah, right) federal government pensions are going to be bursting at the seams. 
We pay these investment losses, too. Perhaps, I am not informed correctly -- would somebody please enlighten me? WM 
 

On the entire issue of pensions, the answers are complicated.  Certainly, the taxpayers do 

not want to pay for someone else's misfortune.  And why should they?  My observation is that California 
taxpayers don't want to pay for anything.   Californians love to say that they are overtaxed.  Having lived 
on the East Coast, where K-12 education is 50 times better than Californians have even dreamed about 
for the past 30 years, I can assure you that they are not overtaxed.  In fact, I observe that the richest state 
in the nation is filled with cheapskates.  Witness the K-12 education system and the infrastructure, both of 
which are embarrassing past the point of pain to the point of danger.  But that's a different discussion.  Maybe everyone's 
pension should be guaranteed -- defined benefits.  The private sector pensions are hurting because deregulation for the 
past 35 years left them vulnerable to raids -- "... sure it only makes sense to use a company's own pension money to buy 

http://www.thismarketsucks.com/
mailto:christianarbid@gmail.com
http://www.wisdomquotes.com/002618.html
http://www.wisdomquotes.com/002119.html
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that company's assets, sell them off, pocket the cash, then close the business and put hundreds of people out of work 
while the crooks go legally free!  What a country!"   

What should happen is not that everyone should suffer the fate of the victims but that the problem should get fixed 
with reregulation, with pensions becoming funded and sacred in the private as well as the public sector, with attempted 
pension rape and pillage putting the perpetrators and other market raiders into prison (for a long time -- say 30 years or 
more), and with the high-flyers getting removed from pension boards.  No more off-shore accounts.  No advantages to 
companies that move jobs out of the U.S.  No corporate welfare for the rich and rugged individualism for everyone else.  
No bailing out insurance companies that can't pay their claims but can pay their executives $20 million bonuses.  No no-
value-added companies like Enron.  Pension funds invest in American companies that stay in America and earn modest 
returns, and avoid any companies that claim 20 percent and more.  And just maybe California firefighters will have to go 
on eight hour per day shifts, five days per week, with no scheduled or routine overtime.  Forty hours of straight-time pay 
for forty hours of straight-time work.  If they do that, then they and everyone else should get a defined benefit pension at 
age 65 -- no "retirement" at 50 with full pay and a consulting salary with the same agency, to boot.  In fact, no double-
dipping of any kind, anywhere, at any time, for any reason.  Anyone can call this approach anything he or she wants.  I 
call it sanity and stability.  We've seen "trickle-down" (supply-side) and we've seen free-wheeling.  Neither works, largely 
because there always are players looking for an unfair advantage.  "Free-markets" would, in theory, be terrific.  In reality, 
they're never free -- not because of overregulation, but because of manipulation permitted through under regulation.  Thus 
endeth today's lesson. JS 
  

RE: Larry Zarian Forum: We support a debate on all issues including those now in the category of 

“refusal to debate” by Ara Najarian.  It is common knowledge that Ara is terror stricken of someone with Bruce 
Philpott‟s credentials.  The only time Ara “debates” is when a speaker in oral communication leaves the podium 
and does not have the right to respond.  Then he is “ready” to debate and discuss. JC 
 

I am facing foreclosure because I can‟t make the mortgage payments. I have been laid off, can‟t find a 

job, exhausted my benefits, have little family that could help out and I read in the local newspaper that our mayor 
wants to help out by having a picture contest. As I pack my things and head off to the Burbank homeless shelter I 
will drop off my collection of old photos. Thank you for helping Mr. Mayor. DJ  PS: How about setting up some 
tents where you want to have community victory gardens so the new class of homeless can live in Glendale? 
 

Looks like a classic, hard-hitting edition to me -- just like always.  Why the apparent shroud of secrecy? SJ [ED If 

you are alluding to the Iacocca piece it was because the person that sent it is a candidate for public office.] 
 

Glendale seems like a soap opera -- I get preoccupied for a few weeks and miss a few episodes, then come 

back to find the bad guys still doing their thing.  With an election coming up, is there any chance that the people will "throw 
the bums out?"  EFF 

   
We get calls:    “Who should I vote for in April,” asked the caller. [ED - Our response was that we 
had to wait until all the candidates were vetted and we could tally the responses on the 
Vanguardians questionnaire. Their responses will be placed on the new and improved web page – 
(check it out). Should any candidate choose not to respond then that will be noted.] 
 

  
Man on the Street: Last time I am going to shop or eat in Glendale. These parking meters are 
onerous. I will shop and dine where I can park for free. Glendale is disgusting. For the parking 
money they ought to clean the sidewalks and gutters. [ED – What is 21/2” X 21/4” and litters Brand 
Blvd. sidewalks? Parking receipts! When the wind blows it is like being in New York‟s Times Square 
on New Year‟s Eve.  That is the unintended consequence of Glendale‟s new parking system. Steve 

Zurn DPW Director says the machines will be reprogrammed to let the user decide if they want a receipt or not. 
He is aware of the problem and solutions are on the way.] 

  
We get and answer questions: According to the CAFR - GWP generated and purchased 1,600,000 
MWH of electricity and sold 1,200,000 MWH.  Where did the missing 25% go?  

¶ Answer from Glenn Steiger GWP General Manager: “As you have noted, the numbers as shown in 
the CAFR relating to GWP‟s 2008 “electricity generated/purchased” and “electricity sold” are not equal.  
There are two reasons for this.  One is known as “system losses”.  Under normal operating conditions, 

all electrical systems exhibit resistance and heat-related losses in their distribution wiring and transformers.  Generally, 
this is approximately 5-8% of all energy transmitted through the system.   

http://www.vanguardians.org/
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The second and more notable reason is that periodically GWP sells energy outside of its own system to other 
utilities, the California ISO and energy marketers.  These “off-system” sales are quite beneficial and generate additional 
revenue for GWP.  In 2008, these sales added an over $11 million to GWP revenue. 

Unfortunately, the CAFR did not reflect the “system losses” and “off-system sales”.  This will be rectified in future 
reports.  When added together, normal “system losses” and “off-system sales” combined to make up the “missing 25%”. 
 
The question was asked about the parking revenue split between the Americana and the City. According to the 
ground lease agreement the City will receive, 120 days following the end of the „Tenant‟s‟ fiscal year 50% of the 
net revenue, if any, after deductions for everything including the kitchen sink. With what the City will get along 
with a half dozen $25 coupons for Katsuya, one should be able to get a couple of California rolls and a taste of 
Sake. The reader is encouraged to read Article 3 of the land lease, it should be noted that the same agreement 
gives the Landlord (City) the right to advance money to the Tenant (Caruso).  
 

I see a City of Glendale truck at a house whenever I pass by. It appears as if he is doing construction work for 
private customers. Can you look into it? [ED This is becoming a common complaint and we have spoken to 
City Management as to how to properly deal with this (all the information is not included as we don‟t want to tip 
off the perp) See Insider] 

 
Is it a gang tag or graffiti? [ED We send the pix to the GPD and they are analyzing it. This was 
on a utility box at Doran e/o Louise. If our readers have seen other tags like this please share 
them with Vanguard along with the location. If you can enlighten the readers with additional 
information please do so.] 

 
 

We Suggest Articles: Walker's World 

LONDON, Dec. 22 (UPI) -- Those who live by the price of oil shall suffer by the price of oil. As this grim 
year for the global economy draws to a close, the reversals of fortune for the oil-exporting states have 
been dramatic and almost as bruising for their customers. Last Thursday this reporter was invited to 
attend a conversation with outgoing U.S. President George W. Bush, arranged by the American 
Enterprise Institute, and one of the more striking things he told us was that the decline in the price of oil 

was the equivalent of a stimulus package of $2,000 for every American family. Technically, he's right. The collapse of the 
oil price  from $147 per barrel last July to $37 this week has been a great relief. But that is to ignore the damage that was 
done to the U.S. and global economies by the soaring oil price in the first half of the year 
 
LINKS Click here for Vanguard Archives by Hal Weber-- Open Government Guide   www.vanguardians.org      

Global Incident Map updated every 5 minutes    ZIPskinny - Get the Skinny on that ZIP  Vanguard in the Daily News   
The Glendale California 100K Club  Vanguard Weekly News Archive  
"Glendale Mayor Drayman and his acolytes" by Vanguardians   
 

Click to view the agenda   City Council    Housing Authority   Redevelopment Agency  
 Monday, January 12 

Glendale Water & Power Commission – 4:00 pm, City Council Chambers, City Hall, 613 E. Broadway, Glendale.  548-2107 
Commission on the Status of Women – 6:30 pm, City Council Chambers, City Hall, 613 E. Broadway, Glendale.  548-4844 
 

Tuesday, January 13 

2:30 pm, Glendale Housing Authority – Glendale Redevelopment Agency City Council Chambers, City Hall, 
6:00 pm, Glendale City Council -- City Council Chambers, City Hall, 613 E. Broadway, Glendale.  548-4844 
 
Wednesday, January 14 

Civil Service Commission – 5:00 pm, City Council Chambers, City Hall, 613 E. Broadway, Glendale.  548-2110 
 
Thursday, January 15 

Arts & Cultural Commission – 2:00 pm, City Council Chambers, City Hall, 613 E. Broadway, Glendale.  548-2000 
Design Review Board #2 --5:00 pm, Municipal Services Building, Room 105, 633 E. Broadway, Glendale.  548-2140 
 
Monday, January 19 

City Offices Closed – Martin Luther King, Jr. Federal Holiday 
 

  

City of Glendale Police Department sent its SWAT to Sherman Oaks to arrest Rouhel Feinstein and his wife 
on the information and belief of a civilian employed by an insurance fraud investigator in 2001. The parties 
were arrested, their property confiscated and Feinstein was jailed. While in County Jail he was assaulted. 
No charges were ever filed and he was released. The then Chief of Police Siverling refused on two 
occasions to file a release document. Feinstein ultimately sued. The City settled after suit for $750,000 

http://www.upi.com/Emerging_Threats/2008/12/22/Walkers_World_The_oil_curse/UPI-86361229960821/
http://www.upi.com/Emerging_Threats/2008/12/22/Walkers_World_The_oil_curse/UPI-86361229960821/
http://www.opengovernmentinglendalecalifornia.org/
http://www.rcfp.org/ogg/index.php?op=browse&state=CA
http://www.vanguardians.org/
http://www.globalincidentmap.com/home.php
http://zipskinny.com/
http://www.insidesocal.com/east/politics/
http://www.opengovernmentinglendalecalifornia.org/The%20Glendale%20California%20100K%20Club.htm
http://www.opengovernmentinglendalecalifornia.org/Archive%20of%20Recent%20Vanguard%20Newsletters.htm
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zBK5g2HbsHI
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zBK5g2HbsHI
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zBK5g2HbsHI
http://www.ci.glendale.ca.us/agenda.asp?OrganizationID=4
http://www.ci.glendale.ca.us/agenda.asp?OrganizationID=37
http://www.ci.glendale.ca.us/agenda.asp?OrganizationID=176
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while the insurance bureau anteed up more than $1,000,000. Attorney‟s fees for outside counsel were over $300,000 
 

3  Public Information 

In our attempt to reduce paper we always request the City Attorney to provide the documents in electronic form if 
they are so stored. The City insists on printing hundreds of pages when our request is to review the documents 
before we purchase them.    
 
Vanguard request: For CY 2008 please provide all filed, filled out forms C5-134 or successor forms. 

CA Response: Please clarify the reference to the form in your request.  
You will find the description of that form in the City Administrative Procedures Manual. The request for clarification…I am 
not looking for blank forms 

I am unfamiliar with the form, and therefore, unable to direct it to the proper Department for a response.  What 
does it pertain to?  
Vehicle usage accident and injury reports. Is not there a listing of forms in use by CoG? 

Vanguard Request: Page 18 Ex A-2 of the 2008 CAFR on the line „Total General Revenue‟ indicates „Special Item‟. 
Provide documents describing the „Special Item‟. 

CA Response: There are no documents responsive to your request. 
There must be some sort of document that explains what the special item is 

 
Vanguard request 11-18: Documents indicating the present number of Consultants and Contract workers 
employed or retained by the city and any of its departments, divisions, agencies or authorities for the period July 
1, 2008 through and including September 30, 2008. In lieu of such report please provide documents showing 
contracts, scope of work and agreed payment 

CA Response 11-27: This is the third time you have requested information regarding the number of consultants and/or 
contract workers hired by the City, (November 2004 and January 2006).  Our response remains the same.  Namely, that 
the City does not maintain a separate filing system for consulting contracts.  Your request is overly broad and unduly 
burdensome, because it requires city staff to examine all contracts, determine which are in the nature of consulting 
contacts, review each contract to determine whether there are any proprietary trade secrets in the contract, and redact 
such information prior to production.  We asked that you provide a more focused request.  

Vanguard: I would suggest you check w-9s and 1099s - Let‟s start with the GWP; the Public Works. 
 
Letter: My comment is a reaction to the City's response to your request for information. The city's response to your 
request for information regarding Consultants & Contract Workers does not make sense to me. This is based on my years 
of experience in private industry dealing with such information. This experience dealt with the engineering, design & 
construction of refining, petrochemical and industrial projects worldwide. We had systems that coded & accounted for all 
activity that would have allowed us to provide you with the information you requested with very little if any additional effort 
in a matter of hours not days.  The city's concern with Proprietary Trade Secrets is also not an issue. Information 
identifying the consultant, services being provided, type of contract, hour and cost information is not a Trade Secret issue. 
Trade Secrets deal with technical and procedural issues that a consultant utilizes in executing their contractual 
requirements. The only conclusion I can come to with the city's response is that the city is either incompetent or is 
deliberately  trying to hide something.  NRP  
 
Request: For calendar year 2008 provide all vehicular accident reports filed under the provisions of APM 4-13 or 
successor sections  
            For CY 2008 please provide all filed, filled out forms C5-134 or successor forms (clarification:  Vehicle usage 
accident and injury reports.) 
 
Response: The two requests appear to be requesting the same information.  Accordingly, I will treat them as one request.  
Please be advised that the information you request requires collecting data from multiple departments.  Therefore, the 
City exercises its right pursuant to Government Code section 6253 to extend the time to respond by an additional 14 days. 
  

4 Vanguardians  
Wanted: Young Volunteer Writers to interview candidates for elected office and write a series for Vanguard while 
working with a well-known news editor.   
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info@vanguardians.org to subscribe to the Weekly News on issues that impact Glendale. The media with a voice; the organization that gets 
results you want; we encourage and support advocacy, involvement and engagement with government.© 2008 Vanguard is 
intended for personal use by recipient and forwarding without change to recipient‟s personal email list. Vanguardians is a 501C3 charitable 
non-profit corporation Contributions are tax deductible. Vanguardians does not use commercial fundraisers. To ensure you receive Vanguard, 
please add our email addresses info@vanguardians.org, and ba@fieldworks.net - to your address book or Internet Service Provider safe list. Annual 
subscription for email $50, by US Mail $75, Newsstand $2 per issue Copyrighted materials used with permission.  

 

5 the Insider is a digest of information from city employees that care about the way the City is run. As they are 

concerned about retaliation, their identities are kept confidential. Vanguard provides them the opportunity to have this forum. The 
comments are their own.   
 
Currently there is a large vacuum of leadership among the City's management, starting with Starbird and extending down 
the organization. The community is suffering because of this. The current Council has ignored this and allowed the 
problems to fester by blindly supporting the current management, as you have pointed out many times. We currently have 
a majority of the Council up for re-election. If the current council does make changes, then the Community should look at 
throwing out the current members and bringing in a group that will come with new ideas to move the City forward.  

Considering that Starbird probably has a contract condition for a big payout if he is removed after the election, 
more pressure should be placed on the current members to move sooner rather than later. Keep in mind that Starbird's 
fingers are all over the current executive staff. The Council must also look at giving the next CM the flexibility to make 
changes at the executive level to fully implement change in the City. 
 
Re City employees working privately while on the job: Technology is an amazing thing. With a Blackberry, an iPhone, or 
similar device, any employee can operate a side business without any trace. When the City gives its employees vehicles 
and uniforms employees have to watch their actions more than without them because they are more visible than without 
them.  The real problem is when the employees are pissed at their supervisors or the City because of unfair treatment, 
then abuses of this type increase even among Police and Fire staff, because they have the most down time or time in 
their cars. GWP and PW share the same issue. 
 
Management wants to silence the insiders. They are looking for us all the time. Disagreement with management is still 
considered conduct unbecoming or insubordination. 

6 Humor 

 
Our Council -- Staff vs. Vultures  -- How Council gets its narrow view 

VANGUARDIANS 
 

Please make checks payable to “VANGUARDIANS”  
Mail to:  POB 11202 Glendale, CA 91226 

 Contributions are tax deductible – You will receive a receipt for income tax purposes 
 

 

mailto:info@vanguardians.org
mailto:Vanguard1@charter.net
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Union to Contract negotiators then to City Manager and then to Council for rubber stamp 

  

7 For Candidates Only:    Potential City Council candidates 

Candidates…Please provide the missing data so potential voters may contact you. Pictures would be nice to post as well. If your name 

is missing please contact Vanguard.  Please provide this request to your favorite candidate. Thank you

Name Phone Email Web Major Issue Pulled 
papers 

Agajanian, Vrej      

Bertelson, Jerry      

Friedman, Laura 818-281-
6942 

Laura@votelaurafriedman.
com 

 

www.VoteLauraFriedman.com 
 

San Fernando 
Road Arts 

Center 

x 

Gharpetian, Vartan     x 

Kazazian, Aram 818-484-
7342 

vote@aramforglendale.
com   

www.aramforglendale.com 
 

 x 

Keuroghelian. Chahe     x 

Lafian, Edward      x 

Manoukian, Leonard     x 

Najarian, Ara James     x 

Philpott, Bruce 818-956-
3321 

  www.philpottforcouncil.com 
 

Finance, 
Budget Fiscal 
accountability 

x 

Quintero, Frank     x 

Solis, Lenore     x 

Teahan, Michael      

Yousefian, Bob 818-262-
9309 

bhyousefian@yahoo.c
om 

http://bobyousefian.com  x 

  
 

8 Jump 

Please take a few minutes and visit our new webpage www.vanguardians.org We have a poll 
there that can help provide better service. We are also planning on a community calendar that 
you can use to keep people abreast of happenings with your group. Thanks,  Barry 

mailto:Laura@votelaurafriedman.com
mailto:Laura@votelaurafriedman.com
http://www.votelaurafriedman.com/
mailto:vote@aramforglendale.com
mailto:vote@aramforglendale.com
http://www.aramforglendale.com/
http://www.philpottforcouncil.com/
mailto:bhyousefian@yahoo.com
mailto:bhyousefian@yahoo.com
http://bobyousefian.com/
http://www.vanguardians.org/

